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PREFACE.

^HE Author of the Hiftory of the Englifh Colony

in New South Wales, having been flattered by

the idea that a Second Edition of that work would not

prove unacceptable to the Public, and feeling it incum-
bent on him to fhew the grateful fenfe which he enter-

tained of the favourable reception of the firft, had for

fome time deliberated on the propriety of giving the new
Edition in a form which, without leffening the intereft

of the work, might render it lefs expenfive to the pur-

chafer. A careful Abridgment appeared moft likely to

anfwer the end defired ; as much of the matter con-

tained in the firft publication was now no longer of im-

portance; though at that period curiofity was awake to

the moft trivial circumftance occurring in a new world,

where the aftions of two diftinft fets of people were to

appear in contraft ; the one, the children of rude uncul-

tivated nature, juft entering upon the ftage; the other,

the difciples of vice in its moft refined ftate, driven from

more polifhed fcenes.

A 2 The
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The Publifhers having concurred with the Author in

this opinion, he was proceeding in the execution of his

plan ; when an appointment from his Sovereign called

him to fulfil its duties in a diftant country.

Thus fituated, he prevailed on me to undertake a

tafk for which I felt myfelf but ill calculated ; a tafk that

I have performed with reludtance, and which nothing

but the delire of complying with his wifli could have

induced me to perform at all. An early fufpicion, that

the deep intereft which I had in the Narrator would, if

it did not impede my progrefs, at leaft render it painful,

was fully verified. Scarcely a page was examined, which

did not give birth to fome uneafy fenfation ; and my
mind was by turns a prey to terror and difguft. It cannot

be matter ofwonder, that, beholding my fellow-creatures

fo loft to evejy fenfe of feeling, fo funk in hopelefs de-

pravity, as to prefer their former evil courfes, when even

temptation had ceafed to hold out a lure, and when

comfort and competence were the probable, ifnot certain

rewards of a different condudt, created in my bofom a

degrading idea of the human heart, and led me to tremble

at the recolle&ion that the Hiftorian, whofe faithful

records had given birth to thofe fenfations, might at that

very hour be expofed to the fame evils and the fame

perils which he had but too recently experienced. That

this fliould be poflible, did, indeed, fill me with afto-

i ^ufhment,
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niftiment, and compelled me to condemn the temerity

which could a fecond time forego every earthly enjoy-

ment a fecond time to encounter each fpecies of hard-

fhip, and all the various dangers fo certainly attendant

upon thofe who explore new and diftant climes : a facri-

fice for which no reward however liberal, no praife

however loud, could offer any adequate recompence.

From the performance ofmy laborious tafk I can claim

no other praife than that to which a perfeverance in what

was irkfome may be thought to entitle me ;
though to

the beft of my judgment I have rendered the abridgment

as perfect as it could be; having been careful to infert

all that could intereft the general clafs of readers, and to

omit only fuch parts as muft, by a repetition of crimes

and their punifhment, with the oft-repeated regulations

and laws confequent thereto, become diftrefTmg or tedious.

Yet enough of the former ftill remains, to convince every

refle&ing mind of the wifdom which di&ated the re-

lieving their country from a fet of people fo hoftile to

the interefts and fafety of its more worthy inhabitants.

Nor can the fpecimens here given of incurable depravity

fail to convince the moft violent oppofers of the colo-

nifing fyftem of its neceffity ; or at leaft to fill them

with gratitude to that government which has, by remov-

ing fuch numbers of unprincipled people, endeavoured

to proteft them from depredation and violence.

Were
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Were the unhappy culprits but for one moment to

reflecl:, they would themfelves acknowledge, that in the

cidminiftration of juftice mercy has not been forgotten ;

many of their lives had paid the forfeit of their crimes,

but for this timely interference of the lenity of that

country whofe laws they had defied, of that country

whofe difgrace and fcourge they had been ; and which,

in their extremity, had ftretched forth an arm to fave

them by a banifliment at once falutary to their fellow-

citizens and to themfelves. To have permitted them to

live, and to remain amid their former haunts, would

have been compelling them to live in guilt ; for in what

other manner, however well difpofed, could they pre-

ferve that life which, in this cafe, it would have been

inhumanity to have granted ? No ear would Men to,

no mind would credit, the tale of their repentance : with

every heart and every door clofed againft them, whither

could they turn, but to the felf-fame enormities which

had fubjefted them to this mockery of mercy ? From

exile, if they have any thing to lofe, they have much to

hope ;
they are removed from temptation ; and with

the neceffaries of life they are provided, until fuch time

as they fhall prove that they are deferving of further

favour ; when no encouragement is withheld that can

contribute to their prefent comfort, or confirm them in

the path of rectitude. They are pointed out as exam-

ples
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pies for others ; in the lapfe of time their former degra-

dation is forgotten, and they become refpe£table mem-
bers of fociety. Alas ! how deeply does the abridger of

the prefent narrative regret that fo very few inftances

have occurred of this return to peace, to honour ; to the

praife of man, or the pardon of their offended God!

MARIA COLLINS.
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AN ACCOUNT

OF THE

ENGLISH COLONY
IN

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CHAP. I.

TRANSPORTS HIRED TO CARRY CONVICTS TO BOTANY BAY.—THE STRIUS

AND SUPPLY COMMISSIONED. PREPARATIONS FOR SAILING. NUMBERS

EMBARKED.— FLEET SAILS. REGULATIONS ON BOARD THE TRANSPORTS.

—ARRIVAL OF THE FLEET AT TENERIFFE.—^SOME PARTICULARS RE-

SPECTING THE TOWN OF SANTA CRUZ. THE FLEET LEAVES TENERIFFE,

AND PUTS TO SEA. ARRIVE AT THE BRAZILS. TRANSACTIONS AT RIO

DE JANEIRO. PASSAGE TO THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.—DEPART FOR NEW
SOUTH WALES. CAPTAIN PHILLIP SAILS ONWARD IN THE SUPPLY.—

JANUARY I788. THE SOUTH CAPE OF NEW HOLLAND MADE.—THE

SIRIUS AND HER CONVOY ANCHOR IN THE HARBOUR OF BOTANY BAY.—

THE GOVERNOR PROCEEDS TO PORT JACKSON, WHERE IT 13 DETER-

MINED TO FIX THE SETTLEMENT.—TWO TRENCH SHIPS UNDER M. DE LA

PEROUSE ARRIVE AT BOTANY BAY. THE SIRIUS AND CONVOY ARRIVE AT

PORT JACKSON. COMMISSION AND LETTERS PATENT READ.—ACCOUNT

QF THE DIFFERENT COURTS. THE SUPPLY SENT TO NORFOLK ISLAND.

—TRANSACTIONS.—NATIVES.—WEATHER. "

1 HE Commiffioners of His Majefty's navy, toward the end of

the year 1786, advertifed for a certain number of vefTels to be

taken up for the purpofe of conveying between feven and eight

b hundred
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hundred male and female felons- to Botany Bay, in New South

Wales, on the Eaftern Coaft: of New Holland ; whither it had been

determined by government to. tranfport them, after having foughr

in vain upon the African coaft for a fituation poifefling the requw

£tes for the eftablimment of a. colony.

Six tranfports and three ftore-fhips* were accordingly engaged to

convey the perfons defigned to form the new fettlement, with the

ftores and provifions neceffary for their ufe and confumption. Of the

latter, fufficient for two years were put* on* board ; and among the

former, were tools, implements of agriculture, and fuch other, ar-

ticles as were confidered neceffary to a colonial eftablimment.

The government of the colony was intrufted by His Majefty to Ar-

thur Phillip, Efq. a poft-captain in the fervice, who hoifted his pen-

dant on board the Sirius, a fhip which mounted only twenty guns*,

but which from the ftrength of her conftruction (having been built

for the Eaft-India Company's fervice) was judged to be well calcu*

lated for fuch an expedition.

Aifociated with her in the fervice of the colony, was the Supply

brig, the command of which was given to Lieutenant Henry Lidg-

bird Ball; and it being thought neceffary to appoint another captain

to the Sirius, who mould command her on any fervice in which me
might be employed for the colony, while Captain Phillip mould be

engaged in his government, an order was figned by His Majefty in*

council, directing the Admiralty Board to appoint John Hunter, Efq.

then a commander in the navy, to be fecond captain of the Sirius,

with the rank of poft.

Diftributed among the tranfports, and in the Sirius, was a body of

160 marines, with fuch a number of commhTioned and non-commif-

fioned officers as the fervice for which this corps was feledted required^.

* The Alexander, Scarborough, Charlotte, Lady Penxhyn, Prince of Wales,, and Friend-

/hip, tranfports : the Fifhburn, Borrowdale, and Golden Grove, llore-mips,.

f One major commandant, 4 captains, 12 lieutenants, 12 ferjeants, 12 corporals, 8 drummers,

and 1 60 privates, with an adjutant and quarter-raafter.

The
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The convicts, for whofe difpofal this fpcculation was undertaken, con*

lifted of 565 men and 192 women; and every neceffary arrangement

liaving been made by the naval and military commanders, which

feemed beft calculated to enfure a fortunate termination to the voyage,

on Sunday, the 13th of May 1787, the little fleet, which had pre-

vioufly collected at the Mother Bank, failed with a leading wind

through the Needle Paffage, accompanied by the honourable Captain

De Courcy, in the Hyaana frigate.

As this fhip was to proceed with the fleet only to a certain latitude,

{he foon quitted it, and this band of adventurers were left to purfue

their way to the Ifland of Teneriffe, which port they ihortly after

reached. The mips were immediately moored, the matters taking the

precaution of buoying their cables with empty cafks, to prevent their

being injured by rocks or foul ground ; an inconvenience which had

been frequently experienced by navigators in this road.

His Excellency the Marquis de Branceforte, the governor of the

ifland, politely offering Captain Phillip whatever affiftance he might

need, and that was in his power to furnifh, the provifioning and wa-

tering of the fleet was foon completed, and at the end of a week it

-again put to fea.

Nothing remarkable occurred during their flay here, except the de-

fertion of John Powers, one of the convicts, who Was however, by the

activity of the matter of the tranfport in which he had embarked (a

penalty of forty pounds being the forfeiture on his entire efcape) and

a party of marines, foon recovered, and fent on board his fhip, with

directions for his being heavily ironed.

While light airs detained the fleet between the Iflands of Teneriffe

and the Grand Canary, they had a fine view of the celebrated Peak of

Teneriffe, lifting its venerable and majeftic head above the neighbour-

ing hills, many of which were of considerable height, and perhaps

rather diminiflied the grandeur of the Peak itfelf, the altitude of which

was underftood to be 15,396 feet, only 148 yards fhort of three

miles.

b i The
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The pafTage of the fleet to Rio de Janeiro was performed without

any material accident in eight weeks, and had fortunately been un-

attended with any difeafe, the Surgeon,-reporting- that they had brought

in only 95 fick, comprehending every defcription of perfons in the fleet.

Many, however, of this number were bending only under the prefTure

of age and attendant infirmities, having no other complaints among
them..

During their flay in this port, which was about a month, the con*,

vi&s were each ferved daily with* a pound of rice, and a pound and an?

half of frefh meat (beef), together with a fuitable proportion of vege^-

tables. Great numbers of oranges (a fruit with which the place

abounded) were at different times diftributed among them ; and every

poflible care was taken to refrefh and put them into a flata of health

and condition to refill the attacks of the fcurvy, fhould it make its

appearance in the long palTage over the ocean which was yet between

them, and New South Wales. Their morals- had been alfo attended to

by the reverend Mr. Johnfon, the chaplain of the colony, who per^

formed divine fervice on board of two of the tranfports every Sun*

day while they remained- here.

The next and laft port of refrefhment at which the fleet was to flop,

was the Cape of Good Hope. Thither it bent its courfe, on quitting

Rio de Janeiro ; and in the fhort fpace of five weeks and four days

:roffed over from one continent to the other,, a diftance of upwards of

eleven hundred leagues, fortunately without feparation,. or any accir

dent having happened..

Here it was intended to lay in fuch articles of flores- and provifions

as had not been purchafed: in England; under the idea that, from their

being a lefs time at fea, they would arrive in higher prefervation

than they would have done had they been put on board in the river.

With a requifition made by Captain Phillip, of a certain quantity of
flour and corn, the governor, M. Van de Graaf, expreffed his appre-

henfions of being unable to comply, as the Cape had been lately vi-

fited by that word of fcourges, a famine, which had been mod feverely

felt
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felt by every family in the town;,, his own not excepted. Captain Phil-

lip's requeft was, however, laid before the council, without whofe con-

currence in fuch a bufinefs the governor could not acl: ; and in a few

days he was informed, that every article which he had demanded was>

ordered to be furnifhed.

So foon as the transports were properly prepared for their reception,

the ftock intended for the colony was embarked ; viz. 1 bull, 1 bull-

calf, 7 cows, 1 ftallion, 3 mares, and 3 colts ; together with as great a

number of rams, ewes, goats, boars, and breeding fows, as room could

be provided for.

As it was earneftly wimed to introduce the fruits of the Cape into

the new fetdement, Captain Phillip was ably affifted in his endeavours

to procure the rareft and the beft of every fpecies, both in plant and

feed, by Mr.. Mafon, the King's Botanift, as well as by Colonel Gor-

don, at that time the commander in chief of the troops at the Cape;,

a gentleman whofe thirft for knowledge amply qualified him to be of.

fervice to the colonifts, not only in procuring a great variety of the

beft feeds and plants, but in pointing out the culture, the foil,.and'the

proper time of introducing them into the ground*.

The following plants and feeds, were procured at the Cape and at

Rio de Janeiro.

At Rio de Janeiro.

Coffee,—both feed and plant.

Cocoa,—in the nut,.

Cotton,—feed.

Banana,—plant.

Oranges,—various forts, both feed and planU,

Lemon,—feed and plant.

Guava,— feed..

Tamarind.

* It is with regret the author is obliged to clofe this mention of fuch a valuable man, by-ftaUng

that he fell a facrince to the party which prevailed at the time when the Engliih forces took pof-

feffion of the Cape.

Prickly
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Prickly pear,—-plant with the cochineal on it.

Eugenia, or pomme-rofe,—a plant bearing a fruit in fhape

like an apple, and having the flavour and odour of a rofe.

Ipecacuanha,—three forts.

Jalap.

At the Cape of Good Hope.

The fig tree.

Bamboo.

Spanim reed.

*Sugar cane.

Vines, of various forts.

Quince.

Apple.

Pear.

Strawberry.

Oak.

Myrtle.

During the flay of the fleet at the Cape, Captain Hunter deter*

mined the longitude of the Cape-Town in Table-Bay to be, by the

mean of feverai lets of lunar obfervations taken on board the Sirius

2 3' 5S" ^afl from Greenwich.

Having remained in this laft port of refrefhment juft four weeks,
and every thing being arranged for its departure, the fleet proceeded
with a fair wind towards New South Wales, the place of its final

deftination.

It was natural for the thinking part ofthe colonics to indulge at this

moment a melancholy reflection which obtruded itfelf upon the mind.
The land behind them was the abode ofa civilized people j that before

them was the relidence of favages : when, if ever, they might again en-
joy the commerce of the world, was very uncertain. The refrefhments
and pleafures of which they had fo liberally partaken at the Cape, were
to be exchanged for coarfe fare and hard labour at New South Wales.
All communication with families and friends now cut off, they were

^ leaving
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leaving the world behind them, to enter on a ftate unknown; and, as

if it had been neceffary to imprint this idea more ftrongly on their

minds, at the clofe of the evening of the day on which they failed,,

they fpoke a (hip from London*. The metropolis of their native

country, its pleafures, its wealth and" its confequence, thus accidentally

prefented to the mind, failed not to afford a moft ftriking contrail with*

the objecl: then principally in their view.

For feveral days after they had failed, the wind was- unfavourable,

and blowing frefh with much- fea, fome time elapfed before they had

reached to the Eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope. This having at

length accomplished, Captain Phillip, embarking in the Supply, pro*

eeeded forward, accompanied by the Scarborough, Alexander,, and

Friendlhip tranfports. On board of thefe three mips was the greater

part of the male convi&s, whom Captain Phillip had fanguine hopes

©f employing to much advantage, before the Sirius, with that part

of the Meet which was to remain under Captain Hunter's direction,

fhould arrive upon the coaft. He was alfo attended by Major Rofs,

the commandant of the marine detachment (and lieutenant-governor

of the fettlement), together with the j adjutant and quarter-matter, in

order to co-operate with him in. his intention of preparing, as far as

time might allow, for the reception of the reft of the convoy. But

when the Sirius anchored in Botany-Bay, Captain Hunter was in-

formed that the Supply had preceded him in his- arrival only two days;

and the three tranfports, under the agent, Lieutenant Shortland, had

gained but one day of the Sirius and her convoy, moft of which be-

gan to grow foul long before their arrival, not one of them being

coppered.

Thus, under the blefling of God, was happily completed in eight

months and one week (the whole fleet being fafe at anchor on the 20th

of January 1788) a voyage which, before it was undertaken, the mind
hardly dared venture to contemplate, and 5 on- which it was impoflible

to reflect without fome apprehenfion as to its termination. In the

The Kent, Southero Whaler.

courfe-
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courfe of that time they had failed five thoufand and twenty-one

iea<nies : had touched at the American and African continents; and

had at lafi refted within a few days fail of the Antipodes of their

native country, without meeting any accident in a fleet of eleven

fail, nine of which were merchantmen that had never before failed in

that diftant and imperfectly explored ocean ; and when it was confi-

dered that there was on board a large body of convicts, many ofwhom
were embarked in a very fickly ftate, they might be deemed pecu-

liarly fortunate, that of the whole number of all descriptions of per-

forms coming to form the new fettlement, only thirty-two had died

fince their leaving England, among whom were to be included one or

two deaths by accident
;
although previous to their departure, it had

been conjectured, that before they mould have been a month at fea,

one of the tranfports would have been converted into an hofpital (hip*

Fortunately, however, it happened otherwife. Their provifions were

excellent, and they had all partaken liberally of refrefhments at the

Cape of Good Hope and Rio de Janeiro.

The governor had employed the fhort time which he had pained,

in examining the bay ; but on their arrival he had not feen any fpot

to which fome {trong objection did not apply. If in one place he met

with a promifing foil, it was deficient in that grand effential, frefh wa-

ter, and was befides too confined for their numbers. He therefore

determined on examining the adjacent harbours of Port Jackfon and

Broken Bay ; and for that purpofe fet off the day following the arri-

val of the Sinus and her convoy, in three open boats accompanied by
fome of the officers of the fettlement.

The coaft as he drew near Port Jackfon wore a moft unpromifing

appearance, and the natives every where greeted the little fleet with

fhouts of defiance and prohibition, the words At Warra warra," Go
away, go away, refounding wherever they appeared. The govern-

or's utmoft expectation, as he drew near the harbour, being to find

what Captain Cook, as he paflfed it by, thought might be found, (hel-

ler for a boat j he was raoft agreeably furprifed at difcovering, on his

entrance^
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entrance, a harbour capable of affording fecurity for a much larger

fleet than would probably ever feek fhelter or fecurity within its li-

mits.

In one of the coves of this noble and capacious harbour, he deter-

mined to fix the future feat of his government, it having been found

to poffefs a fufficiency of water and foil. Having completed his re-

fearch in three days, he returned to Botany Bay, and gave directions

for an immediate removal thence ; a circumftance which gave general

fatisfa&ion, as nothing had been difcovered in that place which could

excite a wifh to pafs another day in it. This removal would have

taken place the morning following his return ; but at day-light they

were furprifed by the appearance of two ftrange fail in the offing.

Various were the conjectures of what nation thefe could be, and

whence they had arrived. It was foon known, however, that they were

two French mips, Le Bouffole and L'Aftrolabe, under the command

of M. de la Peroufe, then on a voyage of difcovery.

As Captain Hunter, with whom the Governor had left the charge

of bringing the Sirius and tranfports round to Port Jackfon (whither

he had preceded them in the Supply), was working out when M. dc

la Peroufe entered Botany Bay, the two commanders had barely time

to exchange civilities ; and it muft naturally have created fome fur-

prize in the French to find the Englifih fleet abandoning the harbour

at the very time when they were preparing to anchor in it : indeed,

M. de la Peroufe afterwards faid, that " until he had looked round

him in Botany Bay, he could not divine the caufe of their quitting

it
;
having expected, from the intelligence given him at Kamfchatka,

to have found a town built and a market eftablifhed ; but by what he

had already feen of the country he was convinced of the propriety

and abfolute neceflity of the meafure. The countrymen of Captain

Cook had the gratification of hearing this gentleman pay more than

one tribute of applaufe to the accuracy of his nautical obfervations.

Governor Phillip, with a party of marines and fome artificers, ar-

rived in Port Jackfon, and anchored off the mouth of the Cove in-

c tended
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tended for the fettlement, on the evening of the 25th ; and in the

courfe of the following day, lufficient ground was cleared for encamp-

ing the officer's guard, and the convi&s who had landed in the morn-

ing. The fpot chofen for this purpofe was at the head of the Cove

near a run of frefh water, which, ftole filently through a very thick

wood, the ftillnefs of which had then, for the firlt time fmce the cre-

ation, been interrupted by the rude found of the labourer's axe, and

the downfall of its ancient inhabitants :—a ftillnefs and tranquillity

which, from that day, were to give place to the noife of labour, the

confufion of camps and towns, and the bufy hum of its new pof-

fer! or s. That the greater part of thefe did not bring with them
<£ Minds not to be changed by time or place/'

was fervently to have been wimed ; and, if it were poflible, that on

taking poffeflion of Nature, as they had thus done, in her fimpleft,

pureft garb, they might not fully that purity by the introduction of

vice. But this, though moft defirable, was little to be expected;

—

the habits of youth are not eafily laid afide ; and the utmoft that they

could hope in their prefent fituation was, to oppofe the foft harmo-

nifing arts of peace and civilifation to the baneful influence of vice

and immorality.

In, the evening of this day, the whole of the party then prefent were

aflembled at the point where they had firft landed in the morning*

and on which a flag-ftaff had been purpofely erected, and an union
jack difplayed ; when the marines fired feveral vollies; between which
the healths of His Majefty and the Royal Family, with fuccefs to the

new colony, were moft cordially drunk. The day, which had been
extremely fine, concluded with the fafe arrival of the Sirius and the
convoy from Botany Bay,—thus terminating the voyage with the fame
good fortune which had from its commencement beenfo confpicuoufly

their friend and companion.

The difembarkation of the troops and convi&s took place from the

following day, until the whole were landed. The confufion that en-

fued will not be wondered at, when it is confidered, that every man
ftepped
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Hepped from the boat literally into a wood. Parties of people were

every where heard and feen varioufly employed ; fome in clearing

ground for the different encampments ; others in pitching tents, or

bringing up fuch {tores as were more immediately wanted ; and the

fpot which had fo lately been the abode of filence and tranquillity was

now changed to that of noife, clamour, and confmion : but after a

time, order gradually prevailed. As the woods were opened and the

ground cleared, the various encampments were extended, and all wore

the appearance of regularity and decorum.

A portable canvas-houfe, brought over for the Governor, was erected

on the Eaft fide of the Cove (which was named Sydney), where a

fmall body of convicts were put under tents. The detachment of ma-

rines was encamped at the head of the Cove near the ftream ; and on the

Weft fide was placed the main body of the convicts. Every perfon

belonging to the fettlement being landed, the numbers amounted to

1030 perfons. The tents for the fick were placed on the Weft fide
;

and it was obferved, with concern, that their numbers were faft in-

creafing. The fcurvy, that had not appeared during the paflage, now
broke out

;
which, aided by a dyfentery, began to fill the hofpital, and

feveral died. In addition to the medicines that were adminiftered,

every fpecies of efculent plants that could be found in the country

were procured for them : wild celery, fpinach, and parfley, fortu-

nately grew in great abundance : thofe who were in health, as well

as the fick, were very glad to introduce them into their meffes, and

found them a pleafant as well as wholefome addition to the ration of

fait provifions.

The public ftock, confifting of one bull, four cows, one bull-calf, one

ftallion, three mares, and three colts, was removed to a fpot at the head

of the adjoining Cove, which was cleared for a fmall farm, intended to

be placed under the direction of a perfon brought out by the Governor.

Some ground having been prepared near His Excellency's houfe on

the Eaft fide, the plants from Rio-de-Janeiro and the Cape of Good

Hope were fafely brought on fhore ; and the new fettlers foon had

c 2 * the
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the fatisfa&ion of feeing the grape, the fig, the orange, the pear, and

the apple, thofe delicious fruits of the Old, taking root and eftablifh-

ing themfelves in their New World.

As foon as the hurry and tumult necefTarily attending the difem-

barkation had a little fubfided, the Governor caufed His Majefty's com-

miflion, appointing him to be his captain-general and governor in

chief in and over the territory of New South Wales and its depen-

dencies, to be publicly read, together with the letters-patent for efta-

blifhing the courts of civil and criminal judicature in the territory.

The ceremony of reading thefe public inftruments having been per-

formed by the judge-advocate, the Governor, addreffing the convicts,

allured them, among other things, that " he mould ever be ready to

fhew approbation and encouragement to thofe who proved themfelves

worthy of them by good conduct ;
while, on the other hand, fuch as

were determined to acl: in oppofition to propriety, would inevitably

meet with the punifhment that they deferved." He remarked how
much it was their intereft to forget the habits of vice and in-

dolence in which too many of them had hitherto lived and exhorted

them to be honeft among themfelves, obedient to their overfeers,

and attentive to the feveral works in which they were about to be

employed.

The convicts had been muttered early in the morning, when nine

were reported to be abfent. From the fituation which had been un-

avoidably adopted, it was impoffible to prevent thefe people from

flraggling. Fearlefs of the danger which rnuft attend them, many
had vifited the French mips in Botany Bay, foliciting to be taken

on board. It was foon found, that they had fecreted at leaft one-

third of their working-tools, and that any fort of labour was with

difficulty procured from them.

The want of proper overfeers principally contributed to this mif-

eonducl: ; thofe who were placed over them as fuch having been

fele&ed from among themfelves for their good behaviour during

the voyage, and few of them choofing to exert the authority re-

quifite
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quifite to keep the gangs at their labour. Petty thefts among them-

felves began to be complained of; and the failors from the tranfports,

although repeatedly forbidden, and frequently punifhed, dill perfifted

in bringing fpirits on more by night, of which drunkennefs was often

the confequence.

To check thefe enormities, the court of criminal judicature was af-

fembled on the 1 ith of February ; when three prifoners were tried, one

of whom received one hundred and fifty lafhes, and a fecond was con-

fined for a week upon a fmall rocky ifland on bread and water.

The mildnefs of thefe punifhments feemed rather to have encou-

raged than deterred others ; for before the month was ended, the cri-

minal court was again affembled for the trial of four offenders, who
had conceived and executed a plan for robbing the public ftore. This

crime, in its tendency fo pregnant with evil to the little community,

was rendered ft ill more atrocious by being perpetrated at the very

time wi.en the difference in the ration of provifions which had till

then exifted was taken off, and the convicl: faw the fame proportion

iffued to himfelf that was ferved to the officer and the foldier, fpirits

only excepted : but it was feen with concern, that there were among;

them minds fo habitually vicious that no confideration was of any

weight with them, nor could they be induced to do right by any pro-

fpect of future benefit, or fear of certain or immediate punifhment.

The charge being fully proved, one man, James Barrell, fuffered death..

His Excellency (in whom the power of pardoning was vefted by His

Majefty's commiffion}, having caufed one example to be made, ex-

tended lenity to fome others who were tried the following day,

It appeared by the letters patent under the great feal of Great Bri-

tain, that His Majefty had authorifed, by his commiffion under the-

great feal, " the Governor, or in his abfence the lieutenant-governor,,

to convene from time to time, as occafion might require, a court of

criminal jurifdi&ion j which court was to be a court of record, and to?

confift of the judge-advocate and fuch fix officers of the fea and land;

fervice as the Governor fhall, by precept iffued under his hand, and

feal,
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feal, require to affemble for that purpofe." This court has power to

inquire of, hear, determine, and punifh all treafons, mifprifions of

treafon, murders, felonies, forgeries, perjuries, trefpaffes, and other

crimes whatfoever, that may be committed in the colony ; the punifh-

ment for fuch offences to be infli&ed according to the laws of Eng-

land as nearly as may be, confidering and allowing for the circum-

ftances and fituation of the fettlement and its inhabitants. The charge

againft any offender to be reduced into writing, and exhibited by the

judge-advocate : witneffes to be examined upon oath, and the major

part of the court to adjudge whether or not the prifoner be guilty. If

guilty, and the offence be capital, they are to pronounce judgment of

death, in like manner as if the prifoner had been convicted by the

verdicl of a jury in England, or of fuch corporal punifhment as the

major part of the court mail deem meet. And in cafes not capital,

they are to adjudge fuch corporal punifhment as the majority of the

court fhall determine. But no offender is to fuffer death, unlefs five

members of the court fhall concur in adjudging him to be guilty, or

until the King's pleafure be fignified thereupon. The provoft-mar-

fhal is to caufe the judgment of the court to be executed according to

the Governor's warrant under his hand and feal.

Befide this court for the trial of criminal offenders, there is a civil

court, confiding of the judge-advocate and two inhabitants of the

fettlement, who are to be appointed by the Governor ; which court

has full power to hear and determine in a fummary way all pleas of

lands, houfes, debts, contra&s, and all perfonal pleas whatfoever.

From this court, on either party, plaintiff or defendant, finding him-
felf aggrieved by the judgment or decree, an appeal lies to the Go-
vernor, and from him, where the debt or thing in demand fhall ex-

ceed the value of 300 1. to the King in council; but thefe appeals

muft be put in, if from the civil court, within eight davs, and if

from the Governor or fuperior court, within fourteen days after

pronouncing the faid judgments.

To
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To this court is likewife given authority to grant probates of willa

and adminiftration of the perfonal eftates of inteftates dying within the

fettlement.

In addition to thefe courts for the trial of crimes, the Governor, the

lieutenant-governor, and the judge-advocate for the time being, are

by His Majefty's letters-patent conftituted juftices for the prefervation

of the peace of the fettlement, with the fame power that juftices of

the peace have in England within their refpe&ive jurifditlions.

There is alfo a vice-admiralty court for the trial of offences com-

mitted upon the high feas, of which the lieutenant-governor is con-

ftituted. The Governor has, befide that of captain-general, a cora-

miflion conftituting him vice-admiral of the territory ; and another

vefting him with authority to hold general courts-martial, and to con-

firm or fet afide the fentence. The major-commandant of the de-

tachment had the ufual power of affembling regimental or battalion

courts-martial for the trial of offences committed by the foldiers under

his command.

By this account of the different modes of adminiftering and ob-

taining juftice which the legiflature had provided for this fettlement, it

is evident that great care had been taken, on their fetting out, to fur-

nifh them with a ftable foundation whereon to erecl: their little co-

lony ; a foundation which was eftablifhed in the puniflmient of vice,

the fecurity of property, and the prefervation of peace and good or-

der in the community.

The Governor having alfo received inftruclions to eftablifh a fettle-

ment at Norfolk Ifland, the Supply failed for that place about the

middle of February, having on board Lieutenant King of the Si-

rius, named by Captain Phillip fuperintendant and commandant of

the fettlement to be formed there. Lieutenant King took with him

one furgeon, one petty officer, two private foldiers, two perfons who

pretended to fome knowledge in flax- dreffi ng, and nine male and fix

female convicts, moftly volunteers. This little party was to be landed

with tents, clothing for the convids, implements of hufbandry, tools

c for
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for drefling flax, &c. and provifions for fix months; before the expi-v

ration of which time it was defigned to fend them a frefh fupply.

Norfolk Ifland is fituated in the latitude of 29
0 South, and in lon-

gitude 168 0 10' Eaft of Greenwich, and was fettled with a view to

the cultivation of the flax plant, which at the time when the ifland

was difcovered by Captain Cook was found growing moft luxuriantly

where he landed; and from the fpecimens taken to England of the

New Zealand flax (of which fort is that growing at Norfolk Ifland),

it was hoped that fome advantage to the mother-country might be

derived from cultivating and manufacturing it.

Houfes for the reception of the ftores were begun as foon as fuffi-

cient ground was cleared for that purpofe ; and it was found moft to

the advantage of the public fervice to employ the convi&s in talk-

work, allotting a certain quantity of ground to be cleared by a cer-

tain number of perfons in a given time, and allowing them to employ

what time they might gain, till called on again for public fervice,

in bringing in materials and ere&ing huts for themfelves. But thefe

unfortunate people for the mod part preferred pafling in idlenefs the

hours that might have been fo profitably fpent, ftraggling into the

woods, or vifiting the French ihips in Botany Bay. M. de Clonard,

the captain of the Aftrolabe, (who brought round fome difpatches from

M. de la Peroufe, which that officer requefted might be forwarded to

the French ambaffador at the court of London by the flrft of our

\ tranfports that might fail from thence for Europe,) informed the Go-

vernor, that they had been daily vifited by the convicts, many of

whom foliated to be received on board before their departure, pro-

mifmg (as an inducement) to be accompanied by a number of fe-

males. M. de Clonard at the fame time allured him, that the general

(as he was termed by his officers and people) had given their folici-

tations no kind of countenance, but had threatened to drive them away

by force.

Among the buildings that were early erected was an obfervatory on

the weftern point of the Cove, to receive the aftronomical inftru-

ments
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ments which had been fent out by the Board of Longitude, for the

purpofe of obferving the comet which was expected to be feen about

the end of this year. The conftru&ion of this building was placed

under the direction of Lieutenant Dawes of the marines, who, ha-

ving made this branch of fcience his particular ftudy, was appointed

by that Board to make aftronomical obfervations in this country.

Governor Phillip, having been preffed for time when he fir ft vifited

this harbour, had not thoroughly examined it. The completion of

that neceffary bufinefs was left to Captain Hunter, who, with the

fir ft lieutenant of the Sirius, early in the month of February made an

accurate furvey. It was found to be far more extenfive to the weft-

ward than had been imagined ; and Captain Hunter defcribed the

country as wearing a much more favourable afpeet toward the head,

or upper part, than it did immediately about the fettlement. He faw

feveral parties of the natives, and, treating them conftantly with good

humour, they always left him with friendly impreffions.

It was natural to fuppofe, that the curiofity of thefe people would
be attracted by obferving, that^ inftead of quitting, their vifitors were

occupied in works that indicated an intention of remaining in their

country ; but during the firft fix weeks, only two came near them.

Thefe men ftrolled into the camp one evening, and remained in it

for about half an hour. They appeared to admire whatever they faw,

and, after receiving each a hatchet (of the ufe of which the eldeft

inftantly and curioufly fhewed his knowledge, by turning up his foot

and fharpening a piece of wood on the fole with the hatchet), took

their leave, apparently well pleafed with their reception. The fifhing-

boats alfo frequently reported their having been vifited by many of

thefe people when hauling the feine ; at which labour they often a'f-

fifted with cheerfulnefs, and in return were generally rewarded with

part of the fifh taken.

Every precaution was ufed to guard again ft a breach of tliis friendly

and defirable intercourfe, by ftrictly prohibiting every perfon from de-

priving them of their fpears, fizgigs, gum, or other articles, which it

vol. in. d was
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was foon perceived they were accuftomed to leave under the rocks,

or looie and fcattered about upon the beaches.

There was, however, great reafon to believe, that thefe precautions

were firft rendered fmitlefs by the ill conduct of a boat's crew be-

longing to one of the transports, who had attempted to land in one

of the coves at the lower part of the harbour, but were prevented,

and driven off with ftones by the natives. A party of them, con-

lifting of fixteen or eighteen perfons, fome time after landed on the

ifland, where the people of the Sirius were preparing a garden, and,

with much artifice watching their opportunity, carried off a fhovel, a

fpade, and a pick-axe. On their being fired at, and hit on the legs-

by one of the people with fmall (hot, the pick-axe was dropped, but

they carried off the other tools.

To fuch circumftances as thefe muff, be attributed the termi-

nation of that good underftanding which had hitherto fub lifted,,

and which Governor Phillip laboured to improve whenever he

had an opportunity. But it might have been forefeen that this

would unavoidably happen : the convicts were every where ftragr

gling about, collecting animals and gum to fell to the people

of the tranfports, who at the fame time were procuring fpears,

Ihields, fwords, ftfhing-lines, and other articles from the natives,

to carry to Europe ; the lofs of which muft have been attended

with many inconveniences to the owners, as it was foon evident that

they were the only means whereby they obtained or could procure

their daily fubfiftence ; and although fome of thefe people had been

punifhed for purchafing articles of the convicts, the practice wras car-

ried on fecretly, and attended with all the bad effects that were to be

expected from it. The Governor had alfo the mortification to learn,

that M. de la Peroufe had been compelled to fire upon the natives at

Botany Bay, where they frequently annoyed his people w7ho were em-

ployed on fhore. This circumftance materially affected the new inha-

bitants, as hofe who had rendered this violence neceffary could not

difcriminate between the two nations. The Englifti were, however,

8 perfectly
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perfectly convinced that nothing fhort of the greateft necefiity could

have induced M. de la Peroufe to take fuch a ftep ; as he had

been heard to declare, that it was among the particular inftructions

which he received from his fovereign, to endeavour by every poffible

means to acquire and cultivate the friendfhip of the natives of fuch

places as he might difcover or vifit, and to avoid exercifing any act of

hoftility upon them. In obedience to this humane command, there

was no doubt but he forbore ufing force until forbearance would have

been dangerous ; and he had been taught a leflbn at Maouna, one of

the Ifles des Navigateurs, that the tempers of favages were not to be

trufted too far; having, on the very day and hour of their departure

from that ifland, had the boats of the two fhips, which were fent on

more for a laft load of water, attacked by the natives with ftones.and

clubs, and M. de 1'Angle, the captain of the Aftrolahe, with eleven

officers and men, put to death ; thofe who were fo fortunate as to get

off in the fmall boats that attended on the watering launches (which

were deftroyed) efcaped, but not without many wounds and contu-

fions. It was conjectured, that fome one of the feamen by ill conduct

muft have provoked this outrage, as the natives during the time when
the mips were at the ifland had lived with the officers and people on

terms of the greateft harmony. This was not the firft misfortune that

thofe fhips had met with during their voyage ; for on the north-weft

coaft of America they loft two boats, with their crews and feveral

young men of family, in the furf.

Notwithstanding the pre (lure of important bufinefs at Sidney, the

difcharge of religious duties was never omitted ; divine fervice being

performed every Sunday that the weather would permit ; at which

time the detachment of marines paraded with their arms, the whole
body of convicts attended, and were obferved to conduct themfelves

in general with the refpect and attention due to the occafion on which

they were affembled.

It was obferved with fatisfaction, that many couples were an-

nounced for marriage
; but on ftrictly fcrutinizing into the motive, it

D 2 was
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was found in feveral inftances to have originated in an idea, that the

married people would meet with various little comforts and privi-

leges that were denied to thofe in a fingle ftate ; and fome, on not

finding thofe expectations realifed, repented, wifhed, and actually ap-

plied to be rettored to their former fituation ; fo ignorant and thought-

lefs were they in general. It was, however, to be wifhed that ma-

trimonial connexions mould be promoted among them ; and none

who applied for that purpofe were ever rejected
;
except when it was

clearly underftood that either of the parties had a wife or hufband

living at the time of their leaving England.

The weather during the latter end of January and the month of

February was very clofe, with rain, at times very heavy, and at-

tended with much thunder and lightning, by which fome fheep, lambs,

and pigs were deftroyed.

CHAP.
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CHAP. II.

BROKEN BAY VISITED.— M. DE LA PEROUSE SAILS. TRANSACTIONS.—THE

SUPPLY RETURNS. LORD HOWE ISLAND DISCOVERED. — SOME CONVICTS

WOUNDED BY THE NATIVES. — SCURVY.—-EXCURSIONS INTO THE COUN-

TRY.—RETURN OF STOCK IN THE COLONY IN MAY. A CONVICT

WOUNDED. SOME RUSH CUTTERS KILLED BY THE NATIVES. GOVERN-

OR'S EXCURSION.—BEHAVIOUR OF THE CONVICTS.— CATTLE LOST.

NATIVES. EARTHQUAKE. TRANSPORTS SAIL FOR ENGLAND.— SUPPLY

SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAN D.—-TRANSACTIONS. —~ NATI Vn S ,— CONVICTS'-

WOUNDED..—HEAVY RAIN.— PUBLIC WORKS.— SFIEEP STOLEN.—-ISLAND'

DISCOVERED.—-FISH. IMPOSITION OF A CONVICT.— NATIVES. A CON-

VICT MURDERED.—'THE SUPPLY RETURNS.—SETTLEMENT AT ROSE-

HILL.— STORE-SHIPS SAIL FOR ENGLAND.— A NATIVE TAKEN AND

BROUGHT UP TO THE SETTLEMENT. WEATHER,— CLIMATE. RE-

PORT OF DEATHS.

March.] E ARLY in March the Governor, accompanied by fome

officers, went by water to furvey the harbour of Broken Bay ; which

proved equal in magnitude to Port Jackfon, but the land in general

was very high, and in mod parts rocky and. barren. The weather

turned out very unfavourable to this excurfion in a country where the

rehdence for each night was to be provided for by the travellers them-

felves ; and feme of the party returned with dyfenteric complaints.

The weather at Port Jackfon had been equally adverfe to labour ; and

the Governor found, at his return, upwards of two hundred patients

under the furgeon's care, in confequence of the heavy rains that had

fallen. A building for the reception of the fick was now abfolutely

Decenary, and one was put in hand, to be divided into a difpenfary

(all the hofpital-ftores being at that time under tents), a ward for the

troops, and another for the convids. The heavy rains alfo pointed out

the
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the neceffity of flickering the detachment ; and until barracks could

he built, mod of them covered their tents with thatch, or erected for

themfelves temporary clay huts. The barracks were begun early in

March ; but much difficulty was found in providing proper materials,

the timber being in general fhakey and rotten. They were to confift

of four buildings, and were placed at a convenient di fiance from each

other for the benefit of air and c'ieanlinefs, and with a fpace in the

centre for a parade.

On or about the ioth of March, the French fhips failed from Botany

Bay, bound, as they faid, to the northward, and carrying with them

the moft unfavourable ideas of this country and its native inhabitants
;

the officers having declared, that in their whole voyage they nowhere

found fo poor a country, nor fuch miferable people. There had

been, during their May in this country, a very friendly and pleafant

intercourfe kept up between them and the Englifh
; they had among

their officers men of abilities, whofe obfervations and exertion^ in the

fearch after knowledge will moft amply illuftrate the hiftory of their

voyage ; and it reflected much credit on the minifler, when he ar-

ranged the plan of it, that people of the firft talents for navigation, af-

tronomy, natural hiftory, and every other fcience that could render

it confpicuoufty ufeful, fhould have been fele&ed for that purpofe.

A wharf for the convenience of landing ftores was begun, under the

diredion of the furveyor-general : the ordnance, confiding of two
brafs fix-pounders on travelling carriages, four iron twelve-pounders,
and two iron fix-pounders, were landed; the tranfports, which were
chartered for China, were cleared ; the long-boats of the fhips in the
Cove were employed in bringing cabbage-tree from the lower part of
the harbour, where it grew in great abundance, and was found, when
cut into proper lengths, very fit for the purpofe of ereding tempo-
rary huts ; the pofts and plates of which, being made of the pine of
the country, and the fides and ends filled with lengths of the cabbage-
tree, plaftered over with clay, formed a very good hovel. The roofs

were generally thatched with the grafs of the gum-rufh 5 fome were

covered
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covered with clay, but feveral of thefe failed, the weight of the clay

and heavy rain foon deftroying them.

A gang of convicts was employed in making bricks at a fpot about

a mile from the fettlement, where two acres of ground were marked

out for fuch officers as were willing to cultivate them and raife a

little grain for their flock; it not being the intention of government

to give any grants of land until the neceffary accounts of the

country, and of what expectations were likely to be formed from it,

fhould be received.

The principal ftreet of the intended town was marked out at the

head, and its dimenfions were extenfive. The government-houfe was

to be conftrucled on the lummit of a hill commanding a capital view

of Long Cove, and other parts of the harbour; but this was to be a

work of after confideration ; for the prefent, as the ground was not

cleared, it was fuhicient to point out the fituation and define the li-

mits of the future buildings.

On the 19th the Supply returned from Norfolk tfland, having been

abfent five weeks. She had made the ifland on the 29th of the pre-

ceding month ; but for the five fucceeding days was not able to effect

a landing, being prevented by the furf, which broke with violence on

a reef of rocks that lay acrofs the principal bay. Lieutenant King

had nearly given up all hopes of being able to land, when a final!

opening was difcovered in the reef, wide enough to admit a boat,

through which he was fo fortunate as to get fafely with all his people

and Mores. When landed, he could nowhere find a fpace clear enough

for pitching a tent; and he had to cut through an aim oft impene-

trable wild erne fs before he could encamp himfelf and his people:

Of the flock which he carried with him, he loft the only fhe-goat

that he had, and one ewe. He had named the bay wherein he

landed and fixed the fettlement, Sydney Bay ; and had given the

names of Phillip and Nepean to two fmall iflands which are fituated

at a fmall diftance from it,

Lieutenant
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Lieutenant King wrote in good fpirits, and fpoke of meeting all

his difficulties like a man determined to overcome them. The foil of

this ifland appeared to he very rich, but the landing dangerous. The

flax-plant (the principal object in view) he had not difcovered when

the Supply failed. Lieutenant Ball, foon after he left this harbour, fell

in with an uninhabited ifland inlat. 31
0 56' S. and in long. 159° 4

E. which he named Lord Llowe Ifland. It is inferior in fize to Nor-

folk Ifland, but abounded at that time with turtle (fixteen of which

he brought away with him), as well as with a new fpecies of fowl,

and a fmali brown bird, the flelh of which was very fine eating.

Thefe birds were in great abundance, and fo unufed to fuch vifitors,

that they fuffered themfelves to be knocked down with flicks, as they

ran along the beach.

Pines, but no fmall trees, grow on this ifland ; in which there is a

good bay, but no anchoring ground. Of the pines at Norfolk Ifland,

one meafured nine feet in diameter, and another that wls found lying

on the ground meafured 182 feet in length. As the fcurvy was at

this time making rapid ftrides in the colony, the hope of being able

to procure a check to its effects from the new ifland rendered it, in

every one's opinion, a fortunate difcovery.

In the courfe of this month feveral convicts came in from the

woods ; one in particular dangeroufly wounded with a fpear, and the

others very much beaten and bruifed by the natives. The wounded

man had been employed in cutting rufhes, and one of the others had

been collecting vegetables. All thefe people denied their having given

any provocation to the natives : it was, however, difficult to believe

them
;
they well knew the confequences that would attend any acts

of violence on their parts ; as it had been declared in public orders,

that in forming the intended fettlement, any act of cruelty to the na-

tives being contrary to His Majefty's gracious intentions, the offenders

would be fubject to a criminal profecution ; and they well knew that

the natives themfelves, however injured, could not contradict their

aflertions. There was, however, too much reafon to conclude that the

convicts

1
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convi&s had been the aggreffbrs ; as the Governor, at his return from

Broken Bay, on landing at Camp Cove, found the natives there, who
had before frequently come up to him with confidence, unufually fhy,

and feemingly afraid of him and his party ; and one, who after much
invitation did venture to approach, pointed to fome marks upon his

fhoulders, making figns that they were caufed by blows given with a

flick. This, with their running away, were flrong indications that

they had been ill-treated by the ftragglers. Eleven canoes full of

people palled very near the Sirius, which was moored without the

points of the Cove, but paddled away very fad upon the approach of

fome boats toward them.

The curiofity of the new fettlers was excited and gratified for

a day or two by the fight of an emu, which was mot. It was re-

markable, by every ftem having two feathers proceeding from it.

Its height was feven feet four inches, and the flefh. was very well

flavoured.

The run of water that fupplied the fettlement was obferved to be

only a drain from a fwamp at the head of it. To protect it, there-

fore, as much as poffible from the fun, an order was given out, for-

bidding the cutting down of any tree within fifty feet of it.

It being now April, and the winter of this hemifphere approach-

ing, it became neceffary to expedite the buildings intended for the de-

tachment. Every carpenter that could be procured among the con-

victs was fent to affift, and as many as could be hired from the trans-

ports were employed at the hofpital and ftorehoufe. The long-boats

ftill continued to bring up the cabbage-tree from the lower part of the

harbour, and a range of huts was begun on the Weft fide for fome of

the female convicts.

The little camp now began to wear the afpect of difrrefs, from the

great number of fcorbutic patients that were daily feen creeping to and

from the hofpital tent ; and the principal furgeon fuggefted the ex-

pediency of another fupply of turtle from Lord Howe Ifland ; but it

was generally thought that the feafon was too far advanced, and that

e the
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the utmoft which could have been procured would have made but a

very trifling and temporary change in the diet of thofe afflicted with

the diforder.

On the 6th, divine fervice was performed in the new ftorehoufe,

which was covered in, but not iufnciently completed to admit provi-

fions. One hundred feet by twenty-five were the dimenfions of this

building, which was conftructed with great ftrength
;
yet the mind

was always pained when viewing its reedy combuftible covering, re-

membering the livid flames that had been feen to moot over every

part of this Cove : but no other materials could be found to anfwer

the purpofe of thatch, and every precaution was taken to guard

againft accidental fire.

An elderly woman, a convict, having been detected in ftealing a

flat iron, hung herfelf to the ridge-pole of her tent, but was fortunately

discovered in time to preferve her life. What feeling could tempt her

to this rafh action it would be difficult to guefs, as her being a convict

too plainly proved that fhe could furvive the lofs of character. Several

other thefts were committed by thefe people
;
yet it was in general re-

marked, that on the whole they conducted themfelves with more

propriety than could have been expected from their former lives* To
prevent, however, if poffible, the commiflion of offences fo prejudicial

to the welfare of the colony, the Governor fignified to them his fixed

refolve, that condemnation of any one for robbing the huts or ftores

mould be immediately followed by execution. Much of their irre-

gularity was, perhaps, to be afcribed to the intercourfe that fubfifted,

in fpite of punifhment, between them and the feamen from the mips

of war and the tranfports, who at leaft one day in the week found

means to get on fhore with fpirits.

His Excellency, defirous of acquiring a knowledge of the country

about the feat of government, and profiting by the coolnefs of the

weather, made during the month feveral excurfions ; in one of which

having obferved a range of mountains to the weftward, and hoping

that a river might be found to take its courfe in their neighbourhood,

he
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he fet off with a fmall party, intending if poffible to reach them, taking

with him fix days' provifions ; but he returned without attaining either

objecl: of his journey,— the mountains, or a river.

He penetrated about thirty miles inland, through a country mod:

amply clothed with timber, but in general free from underwood. On
the fifth day of his excurfion, he caught, from a rifing ground which

he named Belle Vue, the only glance of the mountains which he ob-

tained during the journey; and as they then appeared at too great a

diftance to be reached on one day's allowance of provifions, which

was all they had left, he determined to return to Sydney Cove.

i In Port Jackfon 'another branch extending to the northward had

been difcovered ; but as the country furrounding it was high, rocky,

and barren, though it might add to the extent and beauty of the har-

bour, it did not promife to be of any benefit to the fettlement.

The governor had the mortification to learn on his return from his

weftern expedition, that five ewes and a lamb had been deftroyed at a

farm in the adjoining Cove, fuppofed to have been killed by dogs be-

longing to the natives. This to the happy inhabitants of Great Bri-

tain may appear a circumftance too trivial to record ; but to thefe

founders of a new world it was of magnitude fufficient to be by them

deemed a public calamity ; fo much do fituations exalt or diminifh the

importance of circumftances !

The number of fheep that were landed in this country had been

confiderably lelfened; they were of neceffity placed on ground, and

compelled to feed on grafs, that had never before been expofed to air

or fun, and which confequently did not agree with them ; a circum-

ftance much to be lamented ; as without ftock the fettlement mull for

years remain dependent on the mother-country for the means of fub^

fiftence.

The month of May opened with the trial, conviction, and execu-

tion of James Bennetr, a youth of feventeen years of age, for break-

ing open and robbing a tent. He confefled that he had often merited

death before he committed the crime for which he was then about to

E 2 fuffer,
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fufFer, and that the love of idlenefs and bad connexions had been his

ruin. He was executed immediately on his receiving fentence, in the

hope of making a greater impreffion on the convicts.

There being no other fhelter for the guard than tents, great incon-

venience was found in placing under its charge more than one or two

prifoners at a time. The convids, therefore, who were confined at

the guard until they could be conveyed to the fouthward, were re-

moved to the Bare Ifland at the entrance of this Cove, where they were

fupplied weekly with provifions until an opportunity offered of fend-

ing them away.

On the 6th of the month the Supply failed for Lord Howe Ifland, to

procure turtle and birds for the fettlement, the fcurvy continuing to re-

fill every effort that could be made to check its progrefs by medicine :

from the latenefs of the feafon, however, little hope was entertained

of her fuccefs.

The Governor having directed every perfon in the fettlement to

make a return of what live ftock was in his poffeffion, the following

appeared to be the total amount of ftock in the colony

:

1 ftallion, 25 pigs,

3 mares, 5 rabbits,

3 colts, 18 turkies,

2 bulls, 29 geefe,

5 cows, 35 ducks,

29 fheep, 142 fowls,

19 goats, 87 chickens.

49 hogs
>

There having been found among the convicts a perfon qualified to

conduct the bufmefs of bricklayer, a gang of labourers was put un-

der his direction ; and moft of the huts which grew up in different

parts of the cleared ground were erected by them. Another gang of

labourers was put under the direction of a ftone-mafon ; and on the

15th the firft ftone of a building, intended for the refidence of the

Governor
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Governor until the government-houfe could be erected, was laid on

the Eaft fide.

The large flore-houfe being completed, and a road made to it from

the wharf, the provifions were landed from the victuallers. The ne-

ceffary work of covering in the hofpital was likewife completed with

fhingles prepared for the purpofe, and which were fattened on by pegs

made by the female convicts.

The timber that had been cut down proved in general very unfit for

the purpofe of building, the trees being for the moft part decayed
;

and when cut down they were immediately warped and fplit by the

heat of the fun. A fpecies of pine appeared to be the beft, and was

chiefly ufed in the frame-work of houfes, and in covering the roofs*

the wood fplitting eafily into fhingles.

The Supply returned on the 25th from Lord Howe Ifland
;
but, to

the great diftrefs of the invalids and difappointment of every one, with-

out procuring any turtle, the weather being much too cold and the

feafon too late to find them fo far to the fouthward.

To the fouthward and eaftward of Lord Howe Ifland there is a

rock, which may be feen at the diftance of eighteen leagues, and

to which, from its fhape, Lieutenant fBall gave the name of Ball

Pyramid.

Farther and flill more unpleafant confequences of the ill-treatment

which the natives received from the new inhabitants were felt during

this month. On the 21ft a convict belonging to the farm on the Eaft

fide was brought to the hofpital very dangeroufly wounded with a.

barbed fpear, which had entered about the depth of three inches into

his back, between the moulders. The account that he gave of the

tranfaction was, that having ftrayed to a cove beyond the farm with

another man (who did not return with him), he was fuddenly wound-

ed with a fpear, not having feen any natives until he received the

wound. His companion ran away when the natives came up, who
flopped him of all his clothes, except his trowfers, which they did

not take, and then left him to crawl to the camp. A day or two after-

1 wards
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wards the clothes of the man that was miffing were brought in, torn

and bloody, and pierced with fpears; fo that there was every reafon

to fuppofe that the poor wretch had fallen a facrifice to his own folly

and the barbarity of the natives ; and on the 30th an officer, who

had been collecting ruffies in a cove up the harbour, found and

brought to the hofpital the bodies of two convids who had been

employed for fome time in cutting ruffies there
;
they were pierced

through in many places with fpears, and the head of one beaten to a

jelly. As it was improbable that thefe murders mould be committed

without provocation, inquiry was made ; and it appeared that thefe

unfortunate men had, a few days previous to their being found, taken

away and detained a canoe belonging to the natives ; for which a£r. of

violence and injuftice they paid with their lives.

Notwithstanding thefe circumftances, a party of natives in their

canoes went alongfide the Sirius, and fome fubmitted to the operation

of {having : after which they landed on the weftern point of the cove,

where they examined with the greaterl attention every thing that they

faw, and then went away peaceably, and apparently not under any

apprehenfion of refentment on our parts for the murders above-

mentioned.

June, 1788.] The Governor, however, on hearing of the mur-

der of the rum-cutters, thought it abfolutely neceffary to endeavour

to difcover, and, if poffible, fecure thofe who had killed them ; for

which purpofe he fet off with aitrong party well armed, and landed

in the Cove where their bodies had been found ; whence he ftruck

acrofs the country to Botany Bay, where on the beach he faw

about fifty canoes, but none of their owners. In a cove on the fea-

fide, however, between Botany Bay and Port Jackfon, he fuddenly

fell in with an armed party of between two and three hundred natives,

confirming of men, women, and children. "With thefe a friendly in-

tercourfe dire&ly took place, and fome fpears, &c. were exchanged

for hatchets ; but the murderers, if amongft them, could not be dis-

covered. The Governor had hoped to have found the people flill at

the
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the place where the men were killed, in which cafe he would have

endeavoured to fecure fome of them, but, not having any fixed refi-

dence, they had, perhaps, left the fpot immediately after fatisfying

their fanguinary refentment.

The fourth of June was ufhered in with every demonftration of re-

fped which it was in the power of thefe exiles from polifhed life to

fhew the day diftinguifhed by the birth of their beloved fovereign.

Some of the worft among the convids availed themfelves of the op-

portunity that was given them in the evening, by the abfence of feveral

of the officers and people from their tents and huts on this feftive oc-

cafion, to commit depredations. Several robberies were detected, and

two of the delinquents afterwards fuffered death for their offences.

One of thefe had abfconded, and lived in the woods for nineteen days,

exifting on what he was able to procure by nocturnal thefts among

the huts and flocks of individuals. His vifits for this purpofe were

fo frequent and daring, that at length it became abfolutely neceffary

to proclaim him an outlaw, as well as to declare that no perfon muft

harbour him after fuch proclamation.

Exemplary punishments feemed about this period to be growing

daily more neceffary. Stock was often killed, huts and tents broke

open, and provifion conftantly flolen, particularly about the latter end

of the week ; as many of thofe unthrifty people, taking no care to

hufband their provifions through the feven days that they were in-

tended to laft them, had confumed the whole by the end of the third

or fourth day. One of this defcription made his week's allowance of

flour (eight pounds) into cakes, which he devoured at one meal ; he

was foon after taken fpeechlefs and fenfelefs, and died the following

day, a loathfome putrid objed.

The obvious confequence of this want of ceconomy was, that he

who confumed his week's allowance in three days muft Real from thofe

who had been more provident. Had a few perfons been fent out who

were not of the defcription of convids, to have aded as overfeers or

fuperintendants, regulations for their internal ceconomy, as well in

the
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the articles of clothing as provisions, might have been formed which

would have prevented thefe evils : it would then too have been more

practicable to detect them in felling or exchanging the flops which

they received, and their provifions would have been fubject to daily

infpe&ion. But overfeers drawn from among themfelves, were found

not to have that influence which was abfolutely neceffary to carry any

regulation into effect. It was not for want of having their duty

pointed out to them, or the certain confequences in which a breach of

it would involve them, that they tranfgreffed ; but many among them

-were fo inured to the habits of vice, and fo callous to remonstrance,

that they were only restrained until a favourable opportunity prefented

itfelf.

In the beginning of this month (June) the colony fuftained a fevere

Iofs by the neglect of a convict who had charge of the cattle, and who

permitting them to ftray. The two bulls with four cows either wan-

dered into the woods, or were perhaps driven away by the natives

;

and although feveral parties were fucceffively fent in fearch of them

they could nowhere be difcovered. On the 27th of the fame month

a party of the natives, fuppofed to be from twenty to thirty in num-

ber, landed at the Eaft fide of the Cove, between eleven and twelve

o'clock at night, and proceeded along clofe by the centinels, (topping

for fome time at the fpot where the Governor's houfe was building,

and in the rear of the tents inhabited by fome of the women. It was

faid that they appeared alarmed on hearing the centinels call out "All

is well," and, after (landing there for fome time, went off towards

the run of water. The centinels were very positive in their decla-

ration that they had feen them, and were minute in their relation of

the above circumstances
;
notwithstanding which, it was conjectured

by many to be only the effect of imagination. It is not unlikely,

however, tint thefe people might have chofen that hour of the night

to gratify a curiofity which would very naturally be excited on

finding that their vifitants ftill refided among them \ and they might

wifh
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wifh to difcover whether all thefe new comers pafied their night in

fleep.

The cold weather which prevailed at this time of the year was

ohferved to affect the fifhing; and the natives themfelves appeared

to be in great want.- An old man belonging to them was found on
the beach of one of the coves, almoft ftarved to death.

The Governor being told that a native, having ftolen a jacket from

a convicl:, had been killed by him in an attempt to recover it, hTued

a proclamation, promifing a free pardon, with remiffion of the fen-

tence of tranfportation, to fuch male or female convicl: as mould

give information of any fuch offender or offenders, fo that they

might be profecuted to convi&ion ; but no difcovery was made.

One evening in this month a flight fhock of an earthquake had been

obferved, which laded two or three feconds, and was accompanied

with a diftant noife like the report of cannon, coming from the fouth-

ward ; the fhock, however, was local.

In July an official report of the ftate of the fick was made by the

principal furgeon. The number of marines under medical treatment

was thirty-fix ; the number of convicls fixty-fix. Convicts unfit

for labour from old age and infirmities fifty-two ; and if idlenefs might

have been taken into the account, (as well it might, fince many were

thereby rendered of very little fervice to the colony,) the number

would have been greatly augmented.

On the 20th the Supply failed with ftores and provifions for Nor-

folk Ifland. Only two tranfports remained of the fleet that came out

from England, the Golden Grove and Fifhburn ; and preparations

were making for clearing and difcharging them from Government

fervice, by conftrucling a cellar on the Weft fide for receiving the

fplrits, and depofiting the provifions in the large ftore-houfe.

From the nature of the materials with which moft of the huts oc-

cupied by the convicts were covered in, feveral accidents happened by

fire, whereby the labour of many people was loft; they again were

obliged to feek a fhelter for themfelves, and had in general to com-
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plain of the deftrudion of provifions and clothing. To prevent this,

an order was iflued, prohibiting the building of chimnies, in fix-

ture, in fuch huts as were thatched.

Thefts ftill continued to be committed by and among the convids.

Wine was ftolen from the hofpital, and feveral perfons were tried

upon fufpicion, but for want of fufficient evidence were acquitted

There was fuch a tendernefs in thefe people to each other's guilt,

fuch an acquaintance with vice and the different degrees of it, that,

unlefs detected in the fact, it was next to impoffible to bring an of-

fence home to them.

The natives, who had been accuftomed to aflift the nfhermen in

hauling the feine, and were content to wait for fuch reward as the

perfon who had the direction of the boat thought proper to give

them, either driven by hunger, or moved by fome other eaufe, cams

down to the cove where they were fifhing, and, perceiving that they

had been more fuccefsful than common, took by force about half of

what had been brought on more. They were all armed with fpears

and other weapons, and made their attack with fome mew of method,

having a party ftationed in the rear with their fpears poized, in readi-

nefs to throw if any refrftance had been made. To prevent this in

future, it was ordered that a petty officer mould go in the boats

whenever they were fent down the harbour. No precaution, how-

ever, that could be taken or orders that were given, to prevent acci-

dents happening by mifconduct on the part of the convicts, had any

weight. On the evening of the 27th one of them was brought in>

wounded by the natives. He had left the encampment, with another

convict, to gather vegetables, and, contrary to the pofitlve order which

had been repeatedly given, went nearly as far as Botany Bay, where

they fell in with a party of the natives, who made figns. to them to

go back ; which they did, but unfortunately different ways. This

being obferved by the natives, they threw their fpears at them. One

efcaped unhurt, but the other received two fpears in him, one enter-

ing a little above his left ear^ the other in his bread. He took to an

arm
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arm of the bay, which, notwithftanding his wounds, he fwam acrofs,

and reported that the natives flood on the bank laughing at him.

Much credit, indeed, was not to be given to their accounts ; but it

muft be remarked, that every accident which had happened was occa-

fioned by a breach of pofitive orders repeatedly given.

Still, notwithftanding this appearance of hoftility in fome of the

natives, others were more friendly. In one of the adjoining coves

refided a family of them, who were vifited by large parties of the con-

victs of both fexes on thofe days in which they were not wanted for

labour. Here they danced and fung with apparent good humour,

and received fuch prefents as the convicts could afford to make them

;

but none of the natives would venture back with their vifitors.

During the beginning of Auguft much heavy rain fell, and not only

prevented the carrying-on of labour, but rendered the work of much

time fruitlefs by its effects ; the brick-kiln fell in more than once, and

bricks to a large amount were deftroyed ; the roads about the fettle-

ment were rendered impaffable ; and fome of the huts were fo far in-

jured as to require nearly as much time to repair them as to build

them anew. It was not until the 14th of the month, when the weather

cleared up, that the people were again able to work. There were at

this time in hand barracks for the marine detachment ; an obferva-

tory, the houfes ereding for the governor and lieutenant-governor,

and the mingling of the HofpitaL

It had been imagined in England, that fome, if not confiderable

favings of provifions might be made, by the quantity of fifti that it was

fuppofed would be taken ; but nothing like an equivalent for the ra-

tion that was iffued to the colony for a fingle day had ever been

brought up.

It was faid that the French (hips, while in Botany Bay, had met

with one very fuccefsful hawl of large fifli, which more than fupplied

both mips' companies ; but this good fortune had never attended Go-

vernor Phillip's people. Fifh enough was fometimes taken to fupply

about two hundred perfons 5 but the quantity very rarely exceeded

j? 2 this*
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this. Three fting-rays had been taken in the courfe of this month,

and two of them, which weighed about three hundred weight, were

diftributed among the people.

On the 26th the Supply returned from Norfolk Ifland, having

been abfent rive weeks and two days. From the Commandant

the moft favourable accounts were received of the richnefs and depth

of the foil, and falubrity of the climate, having been vifited with

very little rain, or thunder and lightning. His fearch after the flax-

plant had been fuccefsful ; where he had cleared the ground he

found it growing fpontaneoufly and luxuriant : a fmall fpecies of

plantain alfo had been difcovered. His gardens promifed an ample

fupply of vegetables ; but his feed-wheat having been heated in the

long paflfage to this country, turned out to be damaged, and did not

vegetate. The landing was found to be very dangerous ; and he had

the misfortune to lofe Mr. Cunningham, the midmipman, and three

people, with the boat that they were in, by the furf on the reef, a

few days before the Supply failed. Short, however, as the time was,

the carpenter of that veffel replaced the boat, by building him a coble

of the timber of the ifland, conftrudted purpofely for going without

the reef, and for the hazardous employ in which fhe mud often be

engaged.

The fettlement of Sydney Cove was for fome time amufed with an

account of the exiftence and difcovery of a gold mine ; and the im-

poftor had ingenuity enough to impofe a fabricated tale on feveral of

the people for truth. He pretended to have found it at fome diftance

down the harbour ; and, offering to conduct an officer to the fpot, a

boat was provided ; but immediately on landing, having previoufly

prevailed on the officer to fend away the boat, to prevent his difco-

very being made public to more than one perfon, he made a pretence

to leave him, and, reaching the fettlement fome hours before the of-

ficer, reported that he had been fent up by him for a guard. The

fellow knew too well the confequences that would follow on the

officer's arrival to wait for that, and therefore fet off dire&ly into

5 the
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the woods, but being brought back was punifhed for his impofition

with fifty lames. Still, however, perfifting that he had difcovered a

metal, a fpecitnen of which he produced, the governor ordered him

to be taken again down the harbour, with directions to his adjutant to

land the men on the place which he fhould point out, and keep him

in light j but on being allured by that officer, that if he attempted to

deceive him he would put him to death, the man confeffed that his

(lory of having found a gold-mine was a falfehood which he had pro-

pagated in the hope of impofing on the people belonging to the Fifh-

burn and Golden Grove ftore-mips, from whom he expected to pro-

cure cloathing and other articles in return for his promifed gold-dud
;

and that he had fabricated the fpecimens of the metal which he had

exhibited, from a guinea and a brafs buckle ; the remains of which

he then produced, and was rewarded for his ingenuity with a hundred

lafh.es.

Among the people of his own defcription, there were many who

believed, notwithstanding his confeffion and punifhment, that he had

actually made the difcovery which he pretended, and that he was in-

duced to fay it was a fabrication merely to fecure it to himfelf, to

make ufe of at a future opportunity : fo eafy is it to impofe on the

minds of the lower clafs of people !

The natives continued to moleft the inhabitants whenever they

chanced to meet any of them ftraggling and unarmed ;
yet, although

forcibly warned by the evil and danger that attended their being thus

found, the latter dill continued to give the natives opportunity of in-

juring them. About the middle of this month a convict who had

wandered beyond the limits of fecurity fell in with a party of natives,

who ftripped and beat him mockingly, and would have murdered him

had not the report of a mufquet frightened them away. On the 2 lit

a party of natives landed from five canoes, near the point where the

obfervatory was building, where, fome of them engaging the atten-

tion of the officers and people at the obfervatory, the others attempted

forcibly to take off a goat from the people at the hofpital ; in which

attempt.
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attempt, finding themfelves refitted by a Teaman who happened to be

prefent, they menaced him with fpears, and, on his retiring, killed

the animal and took it off in a canoe. They were followed by the

Governor, who overtook fome of the party, but could neither re-

cover the goat, nor meet with the people who killed it.

It was much to be regretted, that none of thefe people could be pre-

vailed on to place a confidence in, and refide among the Englifh ; as

in fuch cafe, by an exchange of language, they would have found

that moft friendly intentions were entertained towards them, and that

any who mould injure them would meet with fevere chaftifement.

September commenced, and the feed-wheat which had been fown

here did not turn out any better than at Norfolk Illand ; in fome

places the ground had been twice cropped, and there was reafon to

apprehend a failure of feed for the next year. The Governor there-

fore, early in this month, fignified his intention of fending the Sirius

to the Cape of Good Hope, to procure a fufficient quantity of grain

for that purpofe
;
together with as much flour for the fettlement as

fhe could (low, after laying in a twelvemonth's provifions for her

fhip's company. Her deftination was intended to have been to the

northward ; but on making a calculation, and comparing the ac-

counts of thofe navigators who had procured refreshments among the

Iflands, it was found, that although fhe might provide very well for

herfelf, yet, after an abfence of three or four months, which would

be the leaft time that fhe would be gone, fhe could not bring more
than would fupport the colony for a fortnight. At the fame time His

Excellency made known his intention of eftablifhing a fettlement on

fome ground which he had feen at the head of this harbour, and

which, from its form, he had named the Crefcent. This meafure

appeared the more expedient, as the foil in and about the fettlement

feemed to be very indifferent and unproductive, and by no means fo

favourable for the growth of grain as that at the Crefcent.

The Sirius was therefore ordered to prepare for her voyage with all

expedition
;
and, in order to her flowing a greater quantity of flour,

eight
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eight of her guns were landed on the Weft point of the cove, and a

ftnall breaft-work thrown up in front of them.

Two boats, one of eight and another of fixteen oars, which had

been fent out in frame for the ufe of the fettlement, were put toge-

ther, and the fmalleft got into the water ; but the want of a fchooner

or two, of from thirty to forty tons burden, to be employed in fur-

veying this coaft, was much felt and lamented.

All hope being given up of recovering the cattle which had been fo

unfortunately loft ; and the only cow that remained not being in calf,,

and having become wild and dangerous, directions were given that

fhe might be killed. She was accordingly (hot, it being found im-

practicable to fecure and (laughter her in the common way.

About the middle of September feveral canoes parTed the Sirius,,

and above thirty natives landed from them at the obfervatory or weft-

ern point of the cove. They were armed, and, it was imagined,

intended to take off fome fheep from thence
;

but, if this was their

intention, they were prevented by the appearance of two gentlemen

who happened to be there unarmed ; after throwing fome (lones, they

took to their canoes and paddled off.

On the 25th the people in the fifhing-boat reported that feveral

fpears were thrown at them by fome natives ; and this for no other

reafon, than that, after giving them freely what fmali fifh they had

taken, they refufed them a large one which attracted their attention.

On the 30th one rnidmipman and two feamen from the Sirius, one

ferjeant, one corporal, and five private marines, and twenty-one male

and eleven female convicts, embarked on board the Golden Grove for

Norfolk liland, and with the Sirius failed on the 2d of October.

The detachment finding it convenient to collect vegetables, and

being obliged to go for them as far as Botany Bay, the convicts were

ordered to avail themfelves of the protection of an armed party, and

never on any account to ftraggle from the foldiers, or go to Botany

Bay without them, on pain of fevere punifhment. Notwithstanding

which
%
a convict > who had been looked upon as a good man, having
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gone out with an armed party to procure vegetables at Botany Bay,

draggled from them, and was killed by the natives. On the return of

the foldiers from the Bay he was found lying dead in the path, his head

beaten to a jelly, a fpear driven through it, another through his body,

and one arm broken. Some people were lent out to bury him ; and

in the courfe of the month the parties who wrent by the fpot for vege-

tables reported that his body was three times found above ground,

having, it was fuppofed, been torn up by the natives' dogs. This

poor wretch furnilhed another inftance of the confequences that at-

tended a difobedience of orders which had been purpofely given to

prevent thefe accidents ; and as nothing of the kind was known to

happen, but where a neglect and contempt of them was firft. fhewn,

every misfortune of the kind might fairly be attributed, not to the

difpofition of the natives, but to the obflinacy and ignorance of their

vifitors.

On the departure of the Sirius, one pound of flour was deducted

from the weekly ration of thofe who received the full proportion, and

two-thirds of a pound from fuch as were at two-thirds allowance.

The public works went on as ufual very flowly ; thofe employed on

them in general barely exerting themfelves beyond what was necefiary

to avoid immediate punimment for idlenefs.

On the 24th a convict who had draggled to a fmall diftance from

the fettlement had feveral fpears thrown at him by forne natives. The
Governor, on being made acquainted with the circumftance, went to

the fpot with an armed party, where, fome of them being heard among
the bullies, they were fired at ; it having now become abfolutely ne-

ceflary to compel them to keep at a greater diftance.

The month of November commenced with the eftablifhment of the

new fettlement. On the 2d, His Excellency the Governor went to the

Crefcent to choofe the fpot, and to mark out the ground for a redoubt

and other neceiTary buildings. Ten convicts who understood the bufi-

nefs of cultivation were ordered to clear fome land on a riling ground,

which His Excellency named Rofe Hill. The foil at this fpot was of a

ftiff
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fliff clayey nature, free from that rock which every where covered the

furface at Sydney Cove, well clothed with timber, and unobflru&ed

by underwood. While this little fcttlement was eftablifliing it {elf, let-

ters were received from Norfolk Ifland, in which Lieutenant King,

the commandant, fpoke in very favourable terms of his young colony.

His people continued healthy, having fiiri and vegetables in abun-

dance
;
by the former of which he was enabled to fave fome of his

falted provifions. He had alfo the promife of a good crop from the

grain which he had Iaft fown, and his gardens wore the mo ft flourim-

ing appearance.

A cocoa-nut perfe&ly frefh, and a piece of wood faid to refemble

the handle of a fly-flap as made at the Friendly Iflands, together with

the remains of two canoes, had been found among the rocks, per-

haps blown from fome ifland which might lie at no great diflance.

The fmali redoubt which was begun in July being finimed, a flag-

ftafF was erected, and two pieces of iron ordnance placed in it.

In order to prevent, if poffible, the pra&ice of thieving, which con-

tinued to be very frequent, an order was given, directing that no con-

vict, found guilty of theft, mould be fupplied with any other clothing

than a canvas frock and trowfers. It was at the fame time determined,

that fuch convicts as mould in future fail to perform a day's labour,

Ihould receive only two-thirds of the ration that was hTued to thofc

"who could and did work.
,

Unimportant as thefe circumftances may appear when detailed at a

diflance from the time when they were neceflary, they yet ferve to

mow the nature of "the people by whom the colony was firft founded ;

as well as the attention that was paid by thofe in authority, and the

fteps taken by them, for eftablifhing good order and propriety, and

for eradicating villainy and idlenefs.

' In December James Daley, the convict who in Auguft pretended to

Tiave difcovered an inexhauftible fource of wealth, and who had been

dbferved from that time to neglect his labour, and to loiter about from

'hut to hut, while others were at work, was at lail convicted of break-

g ing
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ing into and plundering a houfe; for which he fufFered death. Before

he was turned off, he confeffed that he had committed feveral thefts,

to which he had been induced by bad connections, and pointed out

two women who had received part of the property for the aequifition

of which he was then about to pay fo dear a price. Thefe women

were immediately apprehended, and one of them made a public ex-

ample of, in the hope of deterring others from offending in the like

manner. The convi&s being all affembled for mutter, me was di reeled

.to ftand forward ; and her head having been previoufly deprived of

its natural covering, me was clothed with a canvas frock, on which

was painted, in large characters R. S. G. (Receiver of Stolen Goods,)

and threatened with puniffiment if ever fhe was feen without it. This

was done in the idea that fhame might operate, at leaft with the fe-

male part of the prifoners, to the prevention of crimes ; but a great

number of both fexes had too long been acquainted with each other

in fcenes of difgrace, for this kind of punifhment to work much re-

formation among them. This, however, muft be underftood to be

fpoken only of the lowed clafs of thefe people, among whom the

commifllon of offences was chiefly found to exift ; for there were con-

victs of both fexes who were never known to aiTociate with the com-

mon herd, and whofe conduct was marked by attention to their la-

bour, and obedience to the orders which they received.

On the nth, the Governor fet off with a fmall party in boats, to

examine the different branches of Botany Bay, and, after an excurfion

of five days, returned, well fatisfied that no part of that extenfive bay.

was adapted to the purpofe of a fettlement ? thus fully confirming the

reports which he had received from others, and the opinion that he had)

himfelf formed.

A convict having been found dead in the woods, an enquiry into-

the caufe of his death was made ; when it appeared from the evidence-

of the furgeon who opened him, and of the people who lived with;

the deceafed, that he died through want of nourishment. It feemed 1

that he had not for more than a week paft eaten his allowance of pro~

vifionSj,
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vifions, the whole being found in his box. It was proved by thofe

who knew him, that he was accuftomed to deny himfelf even what
was abfoiutely neceffary to his exiftcnce, abftaining from his provi-

fions in order to difpofe of them for money; which he was re-

ferving, and had fomewhere concealed, in order to purchafe his paf-

fage to England when his time fhould expire.

In the courfe of this month a launch, or hoy, capable of convey*

ing provifions to Rofe Hill and other places, was conftru&ed from

the timber of the country ; a landing-place was formed on the Eaft

fide of the Gove; and at the point on the Weft fide, a magazine was
marked out, to be conftruded of ftone, and large enough to contain

fifty or fixty barrels of powder.

It being obferved with concern, that the natives were every day
becoming more troublefome and hoftile, feveral people having been
wounded, and others, who were necefTarily employed in the woods,
driven in and much alarmed by them, the Governor determined on en-

deavouring to feize,and bring into the fettlement, one or two of thefe

people, whofe language it was become abfoiutely neceffary to acquire,

that they might be taught to diftinguifh friends from enemies. Ac-
cordingly, on the 30th a young man was taken and brought in by
Lieutenant Ball of the Supply, and Lieutenant George Johnfon of

the marines. A fecond was feized
;

but, after dragging into the wa-
ter beyond his depth the man who held him, he got clear off. The
native who had been fecured was on his landing conveyed to the

Governor's, where he was clothed, a flight iron or manacle put up«

on his wrift, and a trufty convict appointed to take care of him. A
fmall hut had been previously built for his reception clofe to the

guardhoufe, wherein he and his keeper were locked up at night;

and the following morning the convict reported, that his charge had

flept very well during the night, not offering to make any attempt

to get away.

The weather, during the month of December, had been for the

firft part hot and clofe ; the middle very fine, and the latter variable,
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but moftly fine :—upon the whole, the month was very hot ; but the

climate, by medical men as well as others, was admitted to be falu-

brious. The rains, which were heavy, appeared to fall chiefly about

the full and change of the moon. Thunder and lightning at times had

been fevere, but not attended with any bad effects fince the month of

February. The cafualties, from the fleet quitting England to the laft

of December, by death and defertion, amounted on the whole to one

hundred and fifteen.

CHAP.
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Chap. in.

NEW YEAR'S DAY.—HER MAJESTY'S BIRTH-DAY.—CONVICTS HOW EM-
PLOYED. THEIR DISPOSITION TO IDLENESS AND VICE.—HOW OCCUPIED.

-—THE SUPPLY SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND. PUBLIC WORKS,—NATIVES.
—CONVICTS KILLED.—STORES ROBBED.—THE SUPPLY RETURNS —INSUR-
RECTION PROJECTED AT NORFOLK ISLAND. HURRICANE THERE.

.
SMALL POX AMONG THE NATIVES-—CAPTAIN HUNTER IN THE SIRIUS-

RETURNS WITH SUPPLIES FROM THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. DANGER OF

WANDERING IN THE FORESTS OF AN UNKNOWN COUNTRY.—-CONVICTS
PERFORM A PLAY.—A REINFORCEMENT SENT TO NORFOLK ISLAND.—*

GOVERNOR PHILLIP MAKES AN EXCURSION OF DISCOVERY. TRANSAC-
TIONS,—HAWK E SBURY RIVER DISCOVERED.—IMPORTANT PAPERS LEFT
BEHIND IN ENGLAND.

'J*
HE firft day of the new year (January 1789) was marked as a

holiday by a fufpenfion of all kinds of labour, and by hoifting of

colours at the fort. The ration of provifions, though ftill lefs by a

pound of flour than the proper allowance, was yet fo fufficient as not

to be complained of; nor was labour diminifhed by it. Upon a calcu-

lation of the different people employed for the public in cultivation, it

appeared, that of all the numbers in the colony there were only two
hundred and fifty fo employed :—a very fmall number indeed to pro-

cure the means of rendering the colony independent of the mother-

country for the necefTaries of life. The reft were occupied in carry-

ing on various public works, fuch as {lores, houfes, wharfs^ &c
A large number were incapable, through age or infirmities, of

being called to labour ; and the civil eftablifhment, the military, fe-

males, and children, filled up the catalogue of thofe unafTifting in

cultivation*

The
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The foil immediately about the fettlement was found to be of too

fandy a nature to give much promife of yielding a fufficient produce

even for the fmall quantity of flock that it poffefled. At Rofe Hill the

profpect was better ;
indeed, whatever expectation could be formed

of fuccefsful cutivation in the country retted as yet in that quarter.

But the convi&s, foolifhly conceiving that they had no intereft in the

fuccefs of their labour, by no means exerted themfelves to their utmoft,

fo that it was hardly poflible to form a correct judgment of the capa-

bilities of the foil, which they cultivated with regret, and which, if left

to themfelves, they would not have cultivated at all
;

preferring rather

to have lived in idlenefs, and depended upon the public flores for their

daily fupport, fo long as they had any thing in them, than by their

labour contribute to fecurej themfelves whereon to exift when thofe

Hores mould be exhaufted.

Idlenefs, however, was not the only vice to be complained of in

thefe unhappy people : thefts continued to be frequent among them
;

and one fellow, who, after committing a robbery, had fheltered himfelf

from punifhment by concealing himfelf in the woods, from whence he

nightly returned for thepurpofe of depredation, being at length taken,

was executed, in the vain hope of terrifying others. While this un-

fortunate wretch was fufFering death, another convict, fentenced to

feven hundred lames, for wounding, by ftabbing, a woman with whom
he cohabited, received half his punifhment.

The 19th was obferved as the birth-day of her Majefty, with all

the cuftomary ceremonies.

A day or two after this, the place was agitated by a rumour that a

great gun had been fired at fea ; but on fending a boat down without

the harbour's mouth, nothing was feen there that could confirms re-

port which every one anxioufly wifhed might be true.

A boat having been fent down the harbour with fome people to cut

rufhes, a party of natives came to the beach while they were fo

employed, and took three jackets out of the boat. On difcovering

the theft, the cockfwain purfued a canoe with two men in it as far as

a fmall
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a fmall Ifland that lay near, where the natives landed, leaving the

canoe at the rocks. This the cockfwain took away (contrary to an or-

der, which had been made very public, on no account to touch a

canoe, or any thing belonging to a native,) and towed it to the bay

where they had been at work. The natives returned to the fame

place unobferved, and, while the cockfwain and his people were col-

lecting what rufhes they had cut, threw a fpear at the cockfwain and

wounded him in the arm, although they mull have known that at that

time one of their people was in the power of his countrymen on whom
the injury might be retaliated. This poor native had begun to feem

reconciled to his fituation, and did not appear to dread any ill treat-

ment from the prefent matters of his deftiny. He was taken down
the harbour once or twice, to let his friends fee that he was alive, and

had fome intercourfe with them which appeared to give him much
fatisfaction.

For fifteen days in this month the thermometer rofe in the made
above eighty degrees : once (on the 8th), at one in the afternoon, it

flood at 105
0
in the fhade.

The convicts being found to continue the practice of felling their

cloathing, an order was iflued, directing, that if in future any of

them would give information to the provoft marfhal againft the per-

fon who had been the purchafer, the feller mould receive the clothes-

again, and be permitted to keep whatever was paid for them without

receiving any punimment himfelf for the i'ale. It was found necef-

fary to direct, that all ftragglers at night who, on being challenged by

the patrole, fhould run from them, mould be fired at; but orders, in

general, were obferved to have very little effect, and to be attended to

only while the impreffion made by hearing them publimed remained

upon the mind ; for the convicts had not been accuftomed to live in

fituations where their conduct was to be regulated by written orders.

Here there was no other mode of communicating to them fuch direc-

tions as it was found neceffary to iffue for their obfervance ; and it was-

Tery common to have them plead in excule for a breach of any regu-

lation



4*3 ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [January,

latlon of the fettlement, that they had never before heard of it ; nor had

they any idea of the permanency of an order, many of them feeming

to think it iifued merely for the purpofe of the moment.

It was much to be regretted, that there exifted a neceflity for

placing a confidence in thefe people, as in too many inftances the

truft. was found to be abufed ;
but, unfortunately, to fill many of

thofe offices to which free people alone mould have been appointed

in the colony, there were none but convicts. From thefe, it will

readily be fuppofed, the belt characters were felected ; fuch as had

merited by the propriety of their conduct the good report of the offi-

cers on board the fhip in which they had been tranfported, and who
had carried with them into thofe (hips a better name than their fel-

lows from the prifons in which they had been confined. Thofe who

were qualified to inftruct and direct others in the exercife of profef-

fions, were appointed to act as overfeers, with gangs under their com-

mand ; fevera! of whom had given evident proofs, or ftxong indica-

tions, of returning difpofitions to honeft induftry.

There wrere others, however, who had no claim to this praife.

Among thefe muft be particularifed William Bryant, to whom, from

his having been bred a fifherman, was given the direction and ma-

nagement of fuch boats as were employed in fifhing
;
every encou-

ragement was held out to this man to keep him above temptation ; a

hut was built for him and his family ; he was always prefented with a

certain part of whatever fifh he caught; and he was not allowed to

want for any thing that was necefTary, or that was fuitable to a per-

fon of his defcription and fituation. But he was detected in fecreting

and felling large quantities of fiih, a practice which he had purfued

from his firft appointment. For this he was feverely punimed, and

deprived of all the comforts which he had fo ill deferved.

The magazine at the Point being now completed, the powder be-

longing to the fettlement was lodged fafely within its walls.

It being of importance to the colony to afcertain the precife fitua-

tion and extent of the reefs feen by Mr. Blackburn, in the Golden

Grove
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Grove ftorefhip, Lieutenant Ball, (who was proceeding to Norfolk

Ifland with provisions and convids) wasdire&ed to perform that duty

on his return. He failed with the verTel under his command on the

1 7th, having on board twenty-one male and fix female convids, and

three children ; of the latter, two were to be placed under Mr. King's

care as children of the public* The one, a boy of three years old,

had loft his mother on the pafTage to that country; the other, a girl

one year older, had a mother in the colony ; but of fo very aban-

doned a character, that the child was taken from her in the hope of

(aving it from the ruin which was otherwife inevitable. Thefe chil-

dren were to be inftruded in reading, writing, and hufhandry.

The commandant of the ifland was direded to caufe five acres of

ground to be allotted and cultivated for their benefit, by fuch perfon

as he fhould think fit to entruft with the charge of bringing them up

according to the fpirit of this intention, in promoting the fuccefs of

which every friend of humanity feemed to feel an intereft.

The Cove was now, for the firft time, left without a fhip ; a cir-

cumftance not only finking by its novelty, but which forcibly drew

the attention of the inhabitants to the peculiarity of their fituation.

The Sirius was gone upon a long voyage to a diftant country for

fupplies, the arrival of which was affuredly precarious. The Supply

had left them, to look after a dangerous reef ; which fervice, in an

unknown fea, might draw upon herfelf the calamity which me was
feeking to inftrud others to avoid. Should it have been decreed, that

the arm of misfortune was to fall with fuch weight upon them, as to

render at any time the fafety of this little vefTel neceflary to the

falvation of the colony, how deeply was every individual concerned

in her welfare ! Rerledion on the bare poflibility of its mifcar.riap-e

rendered every mind anxious during her abfence from the fettlement.

From the evident neceflity that exifted of maintaining a find difcl-

pline among the military employed in this country, it became
requifite to punifh with fome feverity any flagrant breach of military

fubordination that might, occur. A foldier in the detachment, having

h been
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been found abfent from his poft as centinely was fentenced to receive

feven hundred lathes, which fentence was put in execution upon him

at two periods, with an interval of three weeks.

Toward the end of this month the detachment took porTeffion of

their barracks ; and a brick-houfe, forty feet by thirteen, was begun

on the Eaft fide for the CommifTary. At Rofe Hill the people were

principally employed in clearing and cultivating land ; but the labour

of removing the timber off the ground when cut down, very much

retarded the bed efforts of the people fo employed. The military and

convi&s ft ill lived under tents
;
and, as a proof of the fmall fpacc

which they occupied, two Emus, or CafTowaries, who muft have

been feeding in the neighbourhood, ran througtr the little camp, and

were fo intermingled with the people, who ran out of their tents at fo

flrange an appearance, that it became dangerous to fire at them \ and

they got clear off, though literally furrounded by people, and under

the muzzles of fome of their mufquets.

Very little moleftation was at this time given by the natives ; and

had they never been ill treated by the inhabitants, inftead of hoftility^

it is more than probable that an> intercourfe of friendfhip would have

fubfiftecL

The impracticability of keeping the convicts within the limits pre-

fcribed for them became every day more evident. Almoft every month

from their arrival had produced one or more accidents occafioned

principally by a non-compliance with the orders which had been given

folely with a view to their fecurity ; and which, with thinking beings,,

would have been of fufficient force as examples to deter others from

running into the fame danger. But neither orders nor dangers feemed

to be regarded, where their own temporary convenience prompted them

to difobey the one, or run the rifk of incurring the other. A con-

vict had ftrayed into the woods for the purpofe of collecting fweet

tea ; an herb fo called by thefe people, and which was in great efti-

mation among them. The leaves of it being boiled, they obtained a*

beverage not unlike liquorice in tafte,, and which was recommended
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by fome of tke medical gentlemen of the fettlement, as a powerful

tonic. The great confumption had now rendered it (carce. It was

fuppofed that the convict in his fearch after this article had fallen in

with a party of natives, who had killed him. A few days after this

accident a party of the convicts, fixteen in number, chiefly belonging

to the brick-maker's gang, as had alfo the unfortunate ftraggler, pro-

vided themfelves with {takes, and fet off toward Botany Bay, with a

determination to revenge, upon whatever natives they ihould meet,

the treatment which one of their brethren had received. Near Bo-

tany Bay they^ fell in wTith the natives, but in a larger body than they

expected or defired. According to their report, they were fifty in

number ; but much dependence was not to be placed on what they

faid in this refpect, nor in their narrative of the affair ; it is cer-

tain, however, that they were driven in by the natives, who killed

one man and wounded fix others. Immediately on this being known

in the fettlement, an armed party was fent out with an officer,

who found the body of the murdered man ftripped, and lying in

the path. They alfo found a boy, who had likewife been ftripped

and left for dead by the natives ; he was very much wounded, and

his left ear nearly cut off. The party returned bearing in the boy,

but without feeing any of the perpetrators of this mifchief: the

other wounded people had reached the fettlement. The Governor,

judging it highly neceffary to make examples of thefe mifguided

people, who had fo daringly and flagrantly broken through every

order which had been given to prevent their interfering with the na*

tives as to form a party exprefsly to meet with and attack them, di-

rected that thofe whG were not wounded mould receive each one

hundred and fifty lames, and wear a fetter for a twelvemonth ^ the

like punifhment was directed to be inflicted upon thofe who were in

the hofpital, as foon as they mould recover from their wounds.

The fame day two armed parties were fent, one toward Botany

Bay, and the other in a different dkedion, that the natives might fee

.that their late ad of violence would neither intimidate nor prevent,

H 2 *ks
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the Englifh from moving beyond the fettle merit whenever occafion

required.

Such were their enemies abroad : at home, within themfelves, they

had enemies to encounter of a different nature, but in their effe&s

more difficult to guard againft. The gardens and houfes of indivi-

duals, and the provifion ftore, were over-run with rats. The fafety

of the provifions was an object of general importance, and the Com-

miffary was for fome time employed in examining into the ftate of the

ftore. Going to it early one morning, he found the wards of a key

which had been broken in the padlock that fecured the principal door,

and which it was the duty of the patroles to vifit and infpecT: every

night. On entering, he perceived that an harnefs-cafk had been opened

and fome provifions taken out. It being fuppofed that the wards of

the key might lead to a difcovery of the perpetrator of this atrocious

deed, they were fent to a convict blackfmith, an ingenious workman,

through whofe hands moft of the work paffed that was done in his

line, who immediately knew them to belong to a foldier of the name
of Hunt, the perfon who in the courfe of the preceding month re=-

eeived feven hundred lames, and who had fome time back brought the

key to this blackfmith to be altered. On this information, Hunt was

taken up
;
but, offering to give fome material information, he was ad-

mitted an evidence on the part of the crown, and made an ample con-

feffion before the Lieutenant-governor and the Judge-advocate; in

which he accufed fix other foldters of having been concerned with

him for a confiderable time paft, in the diabolical pradice of robbing

the ftore of liquor and provifions in large quantities. This crime,

great of itfelf, was ftill aggravated by the manner in which it was

committed. Having formed their party, feven in number, and

fworn each other to fecrecy and fidelity, they procured and altered

keys to fit the different locks on the three doors of the provi-

fion ftore ; and it was agreed, that whenever any one of the feven

fhould be pofted there as centinel during the night, two or more of

the gang, as they found it convenient, were to come at the hours

when
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when they knew their affociate would have the {lore under his

charge, and, by means of the keys, fheltered in the fecurity which
he afforded them, (by betraying in fo flagrant a manner the truft and

confidence repofed in him as a centinel,) they mould open a paffage

into the ftore, where they mould remain fhut up until they had pro*

cured as much liquor and provisions as they could take off. If the

patroles vifited the (lore while they chanced to be within its walls, the

door was found locked and fecure, the centinel alert and vigilant on

his pod, and the ftore apparently fafe.

Fortunately for the fettlement, on the night preceding the difco-

very one of the party intended to have availed hirnfelf of his fituation

as centinel, to enter the flore alone, purpofing to plunder with-

out the participation of his afTociates. But while he was ftanding with

the key in the lock, he heard the patrole advancing. The key had

done its office
;

but, as he knew that the lock would be examined

by the corporal, in his fright and hafte to turn it back again, he mif-

took the way, and was compelled to leave the w^ards in it ; the

other part of the key he threw away.

On this information, the fix foldiers whom he accufed were taken

up and tried ; when, the evidence of the accomplice being confirmed

"by feveral ftrong corroborating circumftances (among which it ap-

peared that the ftore had been broken into and robbed by them at va-

rious times for upwards of eight months), they were unanimoufly

found guilty, and fentenced to fuffer that death which they acknow-

ledged they had juftly merited. Their defence wholly confided in

accufmg the accomplice of having been the firft to propofe and carry

the plan into execution, and afterwards the firft to accufe and ruin

the people whom he had influenced to affociate with him. A crime

of fuch magnitude called for a fevere example j and the fentence was

carried into execution a few days after the trial.

Some of thefe unhappy men were held in high eftimation by their

officers ; but the others, together with the accomplice Hunt, had

been long verging toward this melancholy fate. Four of them had

4 been
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been tried for the death of their comrade Bulmore, which happened

in a contcft with one of them in November. The liquor that they

had procured from the flore was the caufe of druukennefs ; and this

was productive of many diforders, for which as foldiers they were

more than once puniflhed. To thefe circumftances. muft he added

(what, perhaps, mufl be confidered as the root of thefe evils) a con-

nexion which fubfifted between them and Tome of the word of the

female convicts ; at whofe huts, notwithftanding the internal regula-

tions of their quarters, they found means to enjoy their ill-acquired

plunder.

On the morning of their execution, one of them declared to the

clergyman who attended him, that the like practices had been carried

on at the (tore at Rofe Hill by fimilar means, and with fimilar fuc-

cefs. This was immediately attended to, but no difcovery could be

made. It was, however, generally believed, that the foldier would

not in his dying moments hav,e falfeiy accufed men of a crime which

they had never committed, and that nothing but their conftancy to

each other had prevented a difcovery of their guilt.

While thefe tranfactions were paffing at Sydney, the little colony

at Norfolk liland had been threatened with an infurrection. The
Supply returned from thence on the 24th, after an abfence of five

weeks, and brought from Lieutenant King, the commandant, infor-

mation of the following chimerical fcheme :—The capture of the

ifland, and the fubfequent efcape of the captors, was to commence by

the feizure of Mr. King's perfon, which was intended to be effected

on the firft Saturday after the arrival of any fhip in the Bay, except

the Sirius. They had chofen that particular day in the week, as it

had been for fome time Mr. King's cuftom on Saturdays to go to a

farm which he had eftabliihed at fome little diftance from the fettle-

ment ; and the military generally chofe that day to bring in the cab-

bage-palm from the woods. Mr. King was to be fecured on the way
to his farm. A meflage, in the commandant's name, was then to be

fent to Mr. Jamifon, the furgeon, who was to be feized as foon as he

got
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got into the woods ; and the ferjeant and the party were to be treated

in the fame manner. Thefe people being all properly taken care of,

a fignai was to be made to the fhip in the Bay to fend her boat on

fhorej the crew of which were to be made prifoners on their landing ;

and two or three of the infurgents were to go off in a boat belonging

to the ifland, and inform the commanding officer that the fhip's boat

had been ftove on the beach, and that the commandant requefted

another might be fent on fhore ; this was alfo to be captured : and

then, as the la ft acT of this abfurd fcheme, the fhip was to be taken,

with which they were to proceed to Otaheite, and there eftablifh a

fettlement. They, however, charitably intended to leave fome pro-

vifions for the commandant and his officers, and for fuch of the

people as did not accompany them in their efcape. This was their

fcheme, and not one difficulty in the execution of it
. ever occurred to

their imagination : all was to happen with as much facility as it was plan-

ned ;
and, had it not been fortunately revealed to a fearnan belonging

to the Sirius, who lived with Mr. King as a gardener, by a female

convicT that cohabited with him, there was no doubt but all thefe im-

probabilities would have been attempted.

On being made acquainted with thefe circumftances, the command-

ant took fuch meafures as appeared to him neceffary to defeat them
;

and feveral perfons confeffed the fhare which they were to have had

in the execution of this foolim fcheme. Mr. King had hitherto, from

the peculiarity of his fituation,—-fecluded from fociety, and confined

to a fmall fpeck in the vail ocean, with but a handful of people,

—

drawn them around him, and treated them with the kind attentions

which a good family meets with at the hands of a humane matter

;

but he now faw them in their true colours ; and one of his firft fteps,

when peace was reftored, was to clear the ground as far as poffible

round the fettlement, that future villainy might not find a fhelter in

the woods for its tranfa&ions. To this truly providential circum-

ftance, perhaps, many colonifts afterwards were indebted for their

lives.

On
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On Thurfday the 26th of February, the ifland was vifited by a

hurricane, which came on early in the morning in very heavy gales

of wind and rain. Several pines of one hundred and eighty and two

hundred feet in length, and from twenty to thirty feet in circumfe-

rence, were blown down. The gale had increafed by noon to a dread-

ful degree, with torrents of heavy rain. Every inftant pines and

live oaks, of the largeft dimenfions, were borne down by the fury of

the blaft, which, tearing up roots and rocks with them, left chafms

of eight or ten feet depth in the earth. Nothing but horror and defla-

tion every where prefented itfelf. A very large live oak-tree was

blown on the granary, which it darned to pieces, and (love a number

of calks of flour ; but happily, by the adivicy of the officers and

free people, the flour, Indian corn, and ftores, wTere in a fhort time

collected, and removed to the commandant's houfe, with little lofs.

The ftorm now raged with the utmoft violence ; and by one o'clock

there were as many trees torn up by the roots as would have required

the labour of fifty men for a fortnight to have felled. Early in the

afternoon the Swamp and Vale were overflowed, and had every ap-

pearance of a large navigable river. The gardens, public and pri-

vate, were wholly deftroyed ;
cabbages, turnips, and - other plants,

were blown out of the ground ; and thofe which withftood the hur-

ricane feemed as if they had been fcorched. An acre of Indian corn

which grew in the Vale, and which would have been ripe in about

three weeks, was totally deftroyed*.

The people, however, continued to be healthy, and the climate

had not forfeited the good opinion which he had formed of it. He
acquainted the Governor, that, for his internal defence, he had formed

all the free people in the iflarid into a militia, and that a military guard

was mounted every night as a piquet. There were at this time

• The direction of the hurricane was acrofs the ifland from the fouth-eaft
; and, as its fury-

had blown down more trees than were found lying on the ground when Mr. King landed on

it, he conjectured that it was not an annual vifitant of the ifland. This conjecture feems to have

$>een well founded, as nothing of the kind has fmce occurred there.

victualled
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victualled on the ifland fixteen free people, fifty-one male convicts,

twenty-three female convicts, and four children.

The arrival of the Supply with an account of thefe occurrences

created a temporary variety in the converfation of the day ; and a

general fatisfacYion appeared when the little vefTel that brought them
dropped her anchor again in the Cove. Lieutenant Ball, having loft

an anchor at Norfolk Iiland, did not deem it prudent to attempt to

fall in with the fhoal feen by the Golden Grove ftore-fhip ; his or-

ders on that head being difcretionary.

We now return to the tranfactions of the principal fettlement. To-
war^i the latter end of this month, two of the birds diftinguifhed in

the colony by the name of Emus were brought in by fome of the

people employed to moot for the officers. The weight of each was
feventy pounds.

The Governor thinking it probable that foreign mips might again

vifit this coaft, and perhaps run into this harbour for the purpofe of

procuring refreshments, directed Mr. Blackburn to furvey a large bay

on the north more, contiguous to this Cove
; and, a fufficient depth

of water being found, his Excellency inferted in the port orders, that

all foreign mips coming into this harbour mould anchor in that

bay, which he named Neutral Bay, bringing Rock Iiland to bear

S. S. E. and the hofpital on the weft fide of Sydney Cove to bear

S. V/. by W.
Early in the month of April, and throughout its continuance, the

people whofe bufmefs called them down the harbour daily reported,

that they found, either in excavations of the rocks, or lying upon

the beaches and points of the different coves, the bodies of many of

the wretched natives of the country. The caufe of this mortality re-

mained unknown, until a family was brought into the fettlement and

the diforder pronounced to have been the fmall-pox. It was not a

defirable circumftance to introduce a diforder into the colony which

was raging with fuch fatal violence among the natives of the country;

but the faving the lives of any of thefe people was an object of no

i fmali
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fmall importance, as the knowledge of our humanity and the benefits

which might be rendered them, would, it was hoped, do away the

evil impreffions which they had received. Two elderly men, a boy,

and a girl, were received, and placed in a feparate hut at the hofpital.

The men were too far overcome by the difeafe to derive any benefit

from the exertions of the medical gentlemen who attended them ; but

the children did well. From the native who refided in the fettlement

it was underftood that many families had been fwept off by this

fcourge of the human race ; and that others, to avoid it, had fled in-

to the interior parts of the country. "Whether it had ever appeared

among them before, could not be difcovered ; but it was certain that

they gave it a name (gal-gal-la) ; a circumftance which feemed to in-

dicate a pre-acquaintance with it.

The convicts were at this time employed in forming a convenient

road on the Weft fide from the hofpital and landing-place to the ftore-

houfes ; and in conftru&ing a ftable at Farm Cove, with fome con-

Tenient out-houfes for flock.

On the recovery of the native boy and girl from the fmall-pox, the

latter was taken to live with the wife of the clergyman, and the boy

•with the head furgeon, to whom, for his attention during the time he

was under his care, he feemed to be much attached.

While the eruptions of this diforder continued upon the children, a

feaman belonging to the Supply was feized with it, and died ; but its

baneful effects were not experienced by any white perfon of the fettle-

ment, although there were feveral very young children in it at the

time.

It had been greatly feared, from the firft introduction of the boy

and girl into the fettlement, that the native who had been fome time

there, and whofe attention to them during their illnefs excited the ad-

miration of every one that witneffed it, would take the diforder ; as on

his perfon were found none of thofe traces of its ravages which are

frequently left behind. It happened as had been predided ; he fell

a vi&im to the difeafe in eight days after he was feized with it,

to
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to the infinite regret of every one who had witneffed how little

of the favage was found in his manner, and how quickly he was
fubftituting in its place a docile, affable, and truly amiable de-

portment.

After an abfence of feven months and fix days, to the great fatif-

faction of every one, about five in the evening on the 6th of May,
His Majefty's fhip Sirius anchored in the Cove from the Cape of

Good Hope. Captain Hunter failed from that port on the 2d of

October 1788, and, during the fpace which had elapfed between his

departure and return, had circumnavigated the globe. He made his

paflage by Cape Horn, arriving on the 2d of January 1787, from

which place he failed on the 20th of the following month. Off the

fouthern extremity of this country the Sirius met with a gale of

wind, when fo clofe in with the land that it was fome time doubtful

whether me would clear it. In this gale fhe received considerable da-

mage ; the head of the fhip was torn from the cutwater,, and fhe was
afterwards found to have been very much weakened.

The Sirius brought one hundred and twenty-feven thoufand weight

of flour for the fettlement, and a twelvemonth's provifions for her

fhip's company ; but this fupply was not very flattering, as the fhort

fpace of four months, at a full ration, would exhauft it. It was,

however, very welcome, and her return feemed to have gladdened

every heart. Eager were their inquiries after intelligence from that

country from which they had been now two years divided, and to

whofe tranfactions they had during that time been entire ftrangers.

With joy, mingled with concern that they were not perfonal fharers

in the triumph, did they hear of their country's fuccefsful efforts in

the caufe of the Stadtholder, and of the noble armaments which the

King of England had fitted out to fupport it. They trufted, how-
ever, that while differently employed, their views were flill directed

to the fame object ; for though labouring at a diftance, and in an

humbler fcene, yet the good, the glory, and the aggrandifement of

their country, were prime confiderations with them. And why mould

1 2 the
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the colonics of New South Wales be denied the merit of endeavour-

ing to promote them, by eftabliming civilization in the favage world

;

by animating the children of idlenefs and vice to habits of laborious

and honeft induftry ; and by mewing the world that to Englifhmen no

difficulties are infuperable ?

A Dutch (hip, bound for Europe, failing from the Cape of Good

Hope, Captain Hunter had taken the opportunity of forwarding the

difpatches with which he had been charged by Governor Phillip. He

was informed by the mafter of the Harpy Whaler, who put into

Table Bay, that in England there had been a general anxiety to hear

of the fafety and arrival of the adventurers at their deflined haven,

and that government only waited for this afiurance to fend out other

Ihips. Of thefe accounts it was hoped that minivers had been fome

time in poffeffion, and that in confequence fupplies were at this hour

on their paffage to New South Wales.

From the fettlement on Rofe Hill, early in the month of May, two

foldiers of the detachment doing duty there were reported to be

miffing. It was fuppofed that they muft have loft their way in fome of

the thick and almoft impenetrable brumes which were in the vicinity

of Rofe Hill, and had there perimed miferably. They had gone in

fearch of the fweet tea plant already mentioned : probably, when
they refigned themfelves to the fate which they could not avoid, op-

preUed with hunger, and unable to wander farther, they might have

been but a fliort diftance from the relief which they fo earneftly

fought. A dog that was known to have left the fettlement with them
reached Rofe Hill, almoft famifhed, nine days after they had left it.

The extreme danger attendant on a man's going beyond the bounds
of his knowledge in the forefts of an unfettled country could nowhere
be more demonftrable than in this. To the weftward was an immenfe
open track before him, in which, if unbefriended by either fun or

moon, he might wander until life were at an end. Moft of the arms
which extended into the country from Port Jackfon, and the harbour
on each fide of Port Jackfon, were of great length, and to round them

without



0F NEW SOUTH WALES. 61

without a certain and daily fupply of provifions was impofiible.

Many of thefe arms, when viewed from the water, ftruck the be-

holders with horror at the bare idea of being loft in them
;

as,

from the great iimilarity of one cove to another, the recollection

would be bewildered in attempting to determine any relative fitu-

ation. It is certain, that, if deflroyed by no other means, infanity

would accelerate the miferable end that muft enfue.

To guard as much as poffible againft thefe accidents, every meafure

which could be fuggefted was adopted. A fhort time after the fettle-

men t was eftablifned at Rofe Hill, the Governor went out with fome-

people in a direction due South, and caufed a vifible path to be made;

that if any per Ion who had ftrayed beyond his own marks for re-

turning, and knew not where he was, fhould crofs upon this path, he

might by following it have a chance of reaching the fettlement; and

orders were repeatedly given to prohibit {haggling beyond the limits

which were marked and known.

The weather during the latter part of May had been cold ; not-

withstanding which, a turtle was feen in the harbour.

The 4th of June was the fecond anniverfary of Ills Majefty's

birth-day commemorated in this country, and was obierved with

every diftinction in the power of the loyal inhabitants of Port

Jackfon. The Governor received the compliments due to the day

in his new houfe, of which he had lately taken pofieffion as the

government-houfe of the colony, where his Excellency afterwards

entertained the officers at dinner, and in the evening fom'e of the

convi&s were permitted to perform Farquhar's Comedy of the Re-

cruiting Officer, in a hut fitted up for the occaficn. They profeffed

no higher aim than " humbly to excite a fmile," and their efforts to

pleafe were not unattended with applaufe.

The Governor, deeming an increafe of the military force of Nor-

folk Illand neceffary, difpatched a lieutenant with fourteen privates

from the detachment of marines, in the Supply, for that purpofe.

This veffel, on her return from Norfolk Illand, was to cruife for the

IhoaL
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fhoal feeh by Mr. Blackburn, and likewife an ifland and a ftioal feen

by Lieutenant Shortland ; all of which, if the obfervations of both

officers were equally correct, would, it was fuppofed, be found con-

tiguous to each other. Lieutenant Ball was directed to land upon the

ifland, if landing mould be found practicable ; and to determine, if

he could, the extent and fituation of the fhoals.

On thefe fervices the Supply failed on the 6th of the month, on

which day the Governor fet off with a party on a fecond excurfion to

Broken Bay, in the hope of being able, from the head of that har-

bour, to reach the mountains inland. His Excellency returned to the

fettlement on the evening of the 16th, having difcovered a capacious

frefh-water river emptying itfelf into Broken Bay and extending to

the weftward. He was compelled to return without tracing it to its

fource, not having a fufficient quantity of provifions with him ; but

immediately made the necefTary preparations for going back to finifti

his examination of it ; and fet off on that defign with an increafed

party, and provifions for twenty-one days, on Monday the 29th.

The Sirius had, in the gale of wind which me met with off Taf-

man's Head, fuftained much more damage, and was, upon inflec-

tion, found to have been weakened much more than was at firft con-

jectured. This was the greater misfortune, as, from the nature of

the fituation, many important fervices were yet to be rendered by her

to the colony. It became, therefore, a matter of public concern to

have her damages repaired and the fhip ftrengthened as expeditioufly

and efficacioufly as their abilities would admit. She accordingly drop-

ped down to the careening cove toward the latter end of the month.

The gang employed at the brick fields had hitherto only made ten

thoufand bricks in a month. A kiln was now conftructed in which

thirty thoufand might be burnt off in the fame time; which number

the overfeer engaged to deliver.

On July the 14th the Governor returned from his fecond vifit to

the river, which he named the Hawkefbury, in honour of the noble

lord of that name. He traced the river a confiderable diftance to the

weftward,
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weftward, and was impeded in his farther progrefs by a fhallow which

he met with a fhort diftance above the hill formerly feen, and then

named by him Richmond Hill, to the foot of which the courfe of

the Hawkefbury conducted him and his party. They were deterred

from remaining any time in the narrow part of the river, as they per-

ceived evident traces of the frefhes having rifen to the height of from

twenty to forty feet above the level of the water. They reprefented

the windings of the river as beautiful and pi&urefque, and toward

Richmond Hill the face of the country appeared more level and open

than in any other part. The vaft inundations, which had left fuch to-

kens behind them of the height to which they fwell the river, feemed

rather unfavourable to the purpofe of fettling near the banks, which

otherwife would+have been convenient and defirable, the advantages

attending the occupation of an allotment of land on the margin of a

frefh-water river being fuperior to thofe of any other fituation. The

foil on the banks of the river was judged to be light ; what it

was farther inland could not be determined with any certainty, as the

travellers did not penetrate to any diftance, except,at Richmond Hill^

where the foil appeared to be lefs mixed with fand than that on the

branches.

On vifiting the fettlement of Rofe Hill, the convi&s were all found

refiding in very good huts, apparently under proper regulations, and

encouraged to work in the gardens, which they had permiffion to cul-

tivate during fuch hours as were not dedicated to public labour. A
barrack for the foldiers was erected in the fmall redoubt which had

been conftructed, and in which alfo flood the provifion ftorc Some

ground had been opened on the other fide of the ftream of water

which ran into the creek, where a fmall houfe had been built for the

fuperintendant, under whofe charge were to be placed a barn and

granaries, in which the produce of the ground then filling with wheat

and barley was to be depofited. The people of all defcriptions con-

tinued very healthy j and the falubrity of the climate rendered medi-

cine of little ufe*

Notwith-



64 ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY IJuW,

Notwithstanding little more than two years had elapfed fince their

departure from England, feveral convi&s about this time fignified

that the refpedive terms for which they had been tranfported had

expired, and claimed to be reftored to the privileges of free men.

Unfortunately, by fome unaccountable overfight, the papers necef-

fary to afcertain thefe particulars had been left by the matters of the

tranfports with their owners in England, inftead of being brought

out and depofited in the colony; and as, thus fituated, it was

equally impoffible to admit or to deny the truth of their affertions,

they were told to wait until accounts could be received; and in the

mean time, by continuing to labour for the public, they would

be entitled to mare the public provifions in the ftore. This was

by no means fatisfa&ory, as it appeared that they expected an

aflurance from the Governor of receiving fome gratuity for employ-

ing their future time and labour for the benefit of the fettlement.

It muft be acknowledged, that thefe people were moft peculiarly

and unpleafantly fituated. Confcious in their own minds that the len-

ience of the law had been fulfilled upon them, it muft have ap-

peared, and certainly was, unjuft . that they mould be compelled to

do the duty of convicts, and be confidered as fuch : yet, fituated as

the Governor was, he had no alternative.

In the infancy of the colony, however, but little was to be

gained by their being reftored to the rights and privileges of free

people; as no one ,was in pofTeffion of fuch abundance as to afford to

Support another independent, of the public ftore. Every man, there-

fore, muft have wrought for his provifions; and if they had been

gratified in their expectation of being paid for their labour, the

price of provifions would have been found equal, if not fuperior, to

any value that they could have fet upon their time and labour for

the public. As thefe confiderations muft have offered themfelves to

the notice of many good underftandings which were among them,
it was conjectured, that the diffatisfa&ion which evidently prevailed

on this fubject was fet on foot and fomented by fome evil-defigning

7 fpirits
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fpirits and aflbciates in former iniquities. The Governor, however,
terminated this bufinefs for the prefent, by directing the Judge-
advocate to take the affidavits of fuch perfons as would make oath
that they had ferved the term prefcribed by the law, and by recom-
mending them to work for the public until fane information mould
be received from Government on that head.

K CHAP.
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C H A F. IV.

I >fTE LL IG F.N G E FROM NORFOLK ISLAND*—POLICE ESTABLISHED AT THE

PRINCIPAL SETTLEMENT. A SUCCESSFUL HAUL OF FISH;. PROVISIONS

BEGIN TO FAIL.—-NATIVES. A LAUNCH COMPLETED.— RATS. RATION

REDUCED TO TWO-THIRDS.—THE SIRIUS RETURNS TO THE COVE. ONE

OF HER MATES LOST IN THE WOODS. THE SUPPLY SAILS FOR NORFOLK

ISLAND.—"A FEMALE CONVICT EXECUTED. TWO NATIVES TAKEN.—
LIEUTENANT DAWEs's EXCURSION.—THE SUPPLY RETURNS.—TRANS-
ACTIONS,

every eircumftanee became of importance that might in its ten*

dency forward' or retard the day whereon the colony was to be

pronounced independent of the mother-country for provifions, it was

foon obferved with concern, that hitherto by far a greater proportion

of males than females had been produced by the animals which had
been taken out for the purpofe of breeding. This in any other fitua-

tion might not have been fo particularly noticed; but here, where a

country was to be nocked, a litter of twelve pigs whereof three only
were females became a fubject for converfation and inquiry. Out of
feven kids which had been produced in one month, one only was a
female

; and many fimilar inftances had before occurred ; but no par-
ticular notice was attracted until their frequency rendered them re-

markable.. This circumftance excited an anxious care in every one
for the prefervation of the few females that were produced ; and no
perfon entertained an idea of flaughtering one of that fort : indeed,
males were fo abundant, that fortunately there was no oceafion.

On the 7th of Auguft Lieutenant Ball returned from Norfolk Iiland,

and' from an unfuccefsful cruife of nearly fix weeks in fearch of the
ilknd and flioals for which he had been inftruded to look. He failed

over

I
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;

over the identical foot on which Mr. Shortland had fixed the latitudes

and longitudes of his ifiand and fhoal, without feeing either, and
therefore concluded that they had not been placed far enough to the

northward.

From Norfolk Ifiand Lieutenant King wrote, that he had cleared

feventeen acres of ground upon the public account, all of which were
either fown or ready for fowing ; that caterpillars had done much da-

mage to fome wheat which had juft come up; and that he was erect-

ing a ftore-houfe capable of containing a large quantity of (lores and

provifions, befides having made a vifible road from Sydney Bay to

Cafcade Bay. The pine trees, of the utility of which fuch fanguine

hopes had been entertained, were found to be unfit for large mads
and yards, being fhakey or rotten at thirty or forty feet from the

butt ; the wood was fo brittle that it wrould not make a good oar, and

fo porous that the water foaked through the planks of a boat which

had been built of it. Mr. King alfo lamented their ignorance of the

proper mode of preparing the flax plant, which rendered it ufelefs to

them. A fingle pod of cotton had been found on the ifiand, and a

tree had been difcovered, the bark of which was ftrong, and of a tex-

ture like cotton. A fpecies of bird had alfo been nvet with which bur-

rowed in the ground, and had been feen in fuch numbers about the

fummit of Mount Pitt, the higheft hill in the ifiand, that they were
contemplated as a refource in any future feafon of diftrefs, mould they

be found to vifit the ifiand at Hated periods, and to depofit their eggs

on it. Mr. King fpoke well of the general behaviour of the fubjects

of his little government fmce the detection of their late fcheme to

overturn it.

From the frequent commiffion of offences in this fettlement and at

Rofe Hill, a favourable report could not be given of the conduct of

the convicts ; it appeared abfolutely neceflary to devife fome plan

which might put a flop to their nightly enormities ; and the fir 11 at-

tempt toward a police was commenced, by eftablilhing a night-watch.

The following are the heads of the plan :

k 2 The

/
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The fettlement was divided into four diftri&s, over each of which

was placed a watch of three perfons, one principal and two fubordU

jiate watchmen. Thefe, being feleded from among thofe convict

whofe condud and character had been unexceptionable finee their

landing, were verted with authority to patrole at all hours in the

night, to vifit fuch places as might be deemed requifite fos the dis-

covery of any felony, trefpafs, or mifdemeanor, and to fecure ail per-

fons that might appear to be concerned therein. They were required

to detain and give information to the neareft guard-houfe of any fol-

dier or feaman who mould be found {haggling after the tattoo had

been beat. They were to ufe their utmoft endeavours to trace out

offenders on receiving accounts of any depredation; and they were

likewife to take cognizance of fuch convicts as gamed, or fold or bar-

tered their flops or provifions, and report them for punifhment. A
return of all occurrences was to be made to the Judge-advocate; and

the military were required to furnifh the watch with any affiltance of

which they might be in need beyond what the civil power could give

them. They were provided each with a fhort ftafl to diftinguiih them

during the night, and to denote their office in the colony ; and were

arTured that any negligence or mifconducl: in the execution of their

truft: would be punifhed with the utmoft rigour.

It was much to be regretted, that neceffity had compelled the Go-

vernor^ in fele&ing the firft members of this little police, to appoint

them from a body of men in whofe eyes, it could not be de-

nied, the property of individuals had. never before been facred. But

there was not any choice.

The Sirius, on being clofely infpected, was found to be fo much
weakened, that the repairs which were requifite would require the

labour of fix months. This was unfortunate ; the refources of a

king's yard were not to be found in a careeniiig-cove at Port Jack-

fon
;
people who looked forward beyond the event of the morrow be-

gan to think that her fervices might be wanted before fhe could be

in. a condition to render them ; and it was confidered a matter of

4 * the
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the utmoft moment, to beftow the labour that fhe required in as

little time and with as much {kill as the cireumftances of their fitu-

ation would admit.

Such attentions as were in the power of the gentlemen of the co-

lony were {hewn to the anniverfary of his Royal Highnefs the Prince

ofW ales's birth-day ; and although the table of their feftivity was not

crowded with luxuries or delicacies, yet the glafs that was confecrated

on that occafion to bis Royal Highnefs's name was, perhaps, in no

part of the Britim dominions accompanied with more fincere wilhes

for his happinefs.

On the 4th of September the people belonging to the Supply had a

very large haul of huh ; their feine was fo full, that had they hauled

it on more it mud have burit. ; the ropes of it were therefore made

fad on fhore, and the feine was fufFered to lie until it was left dry

by the tide. The fi(h were brought up to the fettlement and diftri-

buted among the military and convicts. A night or two after this,

a hilling -boat caught about one hundred dozen of final 1 fifli ; but this

was precarious, and, happening after the provifions were ferved, no

other advantage could be derived from the circumftance, than that of

every man's having a fifh meal.

On the 1 2th, the butter, which had been ferved at fix ounces per

week to each man in the fettlement, being expended, the like quan-

tity of fugar was directed to be iliued in its Mead. This was the firft

of the provifions brought from England which had wholly failed ; and,

fortunately, the failure was in an article which could be the heft

fpared. It never had been very good, and was not, ftrictly fpeak-

ing, a neceflary of life.

Captain Hunter, unwilling to lofe any opportunity of rendering a

fervice to the colony, while the repairs of his lhip were going on,

furveyed the two adjoining harbours of Broken Bay and Botany Bay ;

and correct charts were thus obtained of thefe two harbours, 10 admi-

rably fituated with relation to Port Jackfon.

The
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The natives, who had for fome time paft given very little interrup-

tion, toward the end of the month attacked one of the quarter-

matters of the Sinus, who, being reckoned a good fhot, was allowed

to {hoot for the officers and fhip's company. His account was, that,

being in the woods, a {lone was thrown at him from one of the two

natives whom he perceived behind him, and that on looking about he

found difperfed among the trees a number that could not be lefs than

forty. Wifhing to intimidate them, he feveral times only prefented

his piece toward them
;

but, finding that they followed him, he at

la ft gave them the contents, which happened to be fmall fhot for birds.

Thefe he replaced with buckfhot, and got rid of his troubleforne and

defigning followers by difcharging his piece a fecond time. They all

made off; but fome of them ftumbling as they ran, he apprehended

they had been wounded. This account met with more credit than

could ufually be allowed to fuch tales, as the perfon who gave it was
held in great eftimation by the officers of his fhip, both as a man and

as a fearnan.

Mr. Palmer, the purfer of the Sirius, having occafion to cut tim-

ber in a cove down the harbour, was vifited by fome natives, who
took an opportunity of concealing two of his axes in the bufhes. On
his miffing the implements, the natives went off in fome confterna-

tion, leaving two children behind them, whom Mr. Palmer detained,

and would have brought up to the fettlement, had not their friends

ranfomed them with the property that had been ftolen.

At Rofe Hill, where the corn promifed well, an emu had been
killed, which flood feven feet high, was a female, and when opened
was found to contain exactly fifty eggs.

The launch that was begun in May by the carpenter of the Supply,
being completed, was put into the water on the 5th of O&ober, From
the quantity of wood ufed in her conftruaio.n, fhe appeared to be a
mere bed of timber; and, when launched, was named by the convicts,
with a felicity that is fometimes vifible in the aliufions of the lower
order of people, The Rofe Hill Packet; but me was afterwards better

known
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known by the title of The Lump, a term Mill more appropriate, being

ftriclly applicable to her frze and conftru&ion. She was very foon

employed in tranfporting provifions to Rofe Hill ; and going up with

the tide of flood, at the top of high water, fhe paffed very well over

the flats at the upper part of the harbour.

Their old enemies the rats, who worked unfeen, and attacked them

where they were mod vulnerable, being again obferved in numbers

about the provifion (lore, the commiffary caufed the provifions to be

moved out of one (lore into another
;

for, alas ! at this period they

could be all contained in one. Thefe pernicious vermin were found to

be very numerous, and the damage that they had done was much greater

than the ftate of the flores would admit. From the ftore, fuch as

efcaped the hunger of the different dogs that were turned loofe

upon them flew to the gardens of individuals, where they rioted

upon the Indian corn which was growing, and did confiderable

mifchief.

Of the few people who died in October, (one foldier, three women,

and a child,) one was an unhappy woman who had been fent on

board in a ftate of infanity, and who had remained in that condi-

tion until the day of her death ; another died in child-bed ; and the

foldier was carried off by a diforder which he brought with him into

the country. Thefe circumftances tended to eftabliih the good opi-

nion which was at firft formed of ihe falubrity of the climate of

New South Wales.

The month of November opened with a ferious, but prudent and

neceffary alteration in our provifions. The ration which had hitherto

been iffued was, on the firft of the month, reduced to two-thirds of

every fpecies; fpirits excepted, which continued as ufual. This mea-

fure was calculated to guard againft accidents ; and the necefhty of it

was obvious to every one, from the great uncertainty as to the time

when a fupply might arrive from England, and from the loffes which

had been and ftill were occafioned by rats. Two years' provifions

were landed with them in the colony : they had been within two

months
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months of that time difembarked, and the public (lore had been aided

only by a fmall Turpi us of the provifions which remained of what had

been furnifhed by the contractor for the pafTage, and the fupply of

four months flour which had been received by the Sirius from the

Cape of Good Hope. All this did not produce fuch an abundance

as would juftify any longer continuance of the full ration
;

and, al-

though it was reafonable to fuppofe, as they had not hitherto received

any fupplies, that {hips would arrive before their prefent ftock was

exhaufted
s

yet, if the period of diftrefs fhould ever arrive, the con-

icioufnefs that they had early forefeen and ftrove to guard againft it

would certainly foften the bitternefs of their reflections ; and,

guarding thus againft the worft, that worft providentially might ne-

ver happen. The Governor, whofe humanity was at all times con-

fpicuous, directed that no alteration mould be made in the ration to

be ifTued to the women. They were already upon two-thirds of the

man's allowance ; and mimy of them either had children who could

very well have eaten their own and part of the mother's ration, or

they had children at the breaft ; and although they did not labour,

}(et their appetites were never fo delicate as to have found the full

ration too much, had it been ifTued to them. The mips' companies

of the Sirius and Supply TufTered the fame reduction.

Thus opened the month of November in this fettlement
;
where,

though they had not the accompanying gloom and vapour of their

own climate to render it terrific to their minds, yet they had that

before them in the mid ft of all their funfhine, which gave it the com-
plexion of the true November fo inimical to their countrymen.

It was foon obferved, that of the provifions ifTued at this ration

on the Saturday, the major part of the convi&s had none left on the

Tuefday night
; it was therefore ordered, that the provifions fhould

be Terved in future on Saturdays and Wednefdays. By thefe means,
the days which would otherwiTe pafs in hunger, or in thieving from
the few who were more provident, would be divided, and the people

themfelves be more able to perform the labour which was required

from
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from them. Overfeers and married men were not included in this

order.

On the 7th, Captain Hunter brought the Sirius into the cove com-

pletely repaired, and fhe was now in every refpect fit for fea. Pre-

vious to her quitting the careening cove, Mr. Hill, one of the mai-

ler's mates, having had fome bufinefs at Sydney, was landed on his

return early in the morning on the North more, oppofite Sydney

Cove, from which the walk to the fhip was fhort ; but he was never

afterwards heard of. Parties were fent day after day in queft of him.

Guns were fired from the Sirius every four hours, night and day,

but without effect. He had met with fome fatal accident, which

deprived a wife of the pleafurable profpect of ever feeing Mm return

to her and to his friends. He had once before miffed his way ; and

it was reported, when his lofs was confirmed, that he declared on the

fatal morning, when ftepping out of the boat, that he expected to

lofe himfelf again for a day or two. His conjecture was more than

confirmed ; he loft himfelf for ever, and thus added one to the num-

ber of thofe unfortunate perfons who had perifhed in the woods of this

country.

On the nth, the Supply failed for Norfolk Wand, having on board

fourteen male and female convicts for that colony. She was to ftop

at Lord Howe Iiland, to endeavour to procure turtle for this fettle-

ment; a fupply of which, in its prefent fituation, would have been

welcomed, not as a luxury, but as a neceffary of life.

The night-watch was found of infinite utility. The commifhon

of crimes, fince their inftitution, had been evidently lefs frequent, and

they were inftrumental in bringing forward for punifhment feveral

offenders who would otherwife have efcaped. The fear and detec-

tion in which they were held by their fellow-prifoners was one proof

of their amduity ; and it poffibly might have been afferted with truth,

that many ftreets in the metropolis of London were not fo well

guarded and watched as the fmall, but rifing town of Sydney, in

New South Wales.
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The Cummer was obferved to be the chief feafon of fifti. A rim-

ing boat belonging to the colony had fo many fifh in the feine,

that, had it not burft at the moment of landing, it was imagined that

a fufficiency would have been taken to have ferved the fettlement for

a day ; as it was, a very confiderable quantity was brought in ; and

not long after a boat belonging to the Sirius caught feven-and-forty

of the large Mi, which obtained among them the appellation of

Light Horfemen, from the peculiar conformation of the bone of the

head, which gave the fifh the appearance of having a light horfe-

man's- helmet.

The Governor, after the death of the native who was carried off

by the fmall-pox, never had loft fight of a determination to procure

another with the firft favourable opportunity. A boat had feveral

times gone down the harbour for that purpofe ; but without fucceed-

ing, until the 25th of this month, wherr the firft lieutenant of the

Sirius, accompanied by the mafter, fortunately fecured two natives,

both men, and took them up to the fettlement. Being well known

to the children, through their means every affurance was given them

of their perfect fafety. They were taken up to the Governor's, the

place intended for their future refidence, where fuch reftraint was

laid upon their perfons as was judged requifite for their fecurity.

The affurances of fafety which were given them, and the fteps which

were taken to keep them in. a ftate of fecurity, were not perfectly

fatisfa&ory to the elder of the two ; and he fecretly determined to

take the firft opportunity that offered of giving his attendants no far-

ther trouble upon his account. The negligence of his keeper very

foon gave him the opportunity that he defired ; and he made his

efcape, taking with him. into the woods the fetter which had been ri-

vetted to his leg,, and which every one who knew the circumftance

imagined he would never be able to remove. His companion would
have joined him in his flightvbut fear detained him a few minutes too

late, and he was feized while tremblingly alive to the joyful profpecl:

of efcaping,.

The
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The huts which were got up on the firft landing of the colonifls

were flight and temporary
;
every fhower of rain warned a portion of

the clay from between the interfaces of the cabbage-tree of which they

were conftru&ed ; their covering was never tight ; their fize was ne-*

ceflarily fmall and inconvenient ; and although they had not hitherto

been fo fortunate as to difcover Rme-ftone any where near, yet to

occupy a brick houfe put together with mortar formed of the clay of

the country, and covered with tiles, became, in -point of comparative

comfort and convenience, an objecl: of fome importance.

In the courfe of this month the harveft was got in ; the ground in

cultivation at Rofe Hill produced upwards of two hundred bumels of

wheat, about thirty-five bufhels of barley, and a fmall quantity of

oats and Indian corn ; all of which was intended to be referved for

feed. At Sydney, the fpet of ground called the Governor's farm, had

been fown only with barley, and produced about twenty-five bufhels.

A knowledge of the interior parts of this extenfive country was
anxioufly defired by every one ; but the difficulty of attaining it, and

the various employments in which they had all been neceflarily en-

gaged, had hitherto prevented any material refearches being made.

The Governor had penetrated to the weftward as far as Richmond

Hill, perhaps between fifty and fixty miles inland ; but beyond that

diaance all was a blank. Early in this month Lieutenant Dawes, with

a fmall party, taking with them ju ft as much provifions as they could

conveniently carry, fet off on an attempt to reach the weftem moun-
tains by and from the banks of a frefh water xiver, firft fcen, fome

time fmce, by Captain Terfch, and fuppofed to be a branch of the

Hawkefbury. From this exeurfion he returned on the ninth day,

without accomplifhing his defign, meeting with nothing, after quit-

ting the river, but ravines that were nearly inacceflible." He had, not-

withftanding the danger and difficulty of getting on through fuch a

country, reached within eleven miles of the mountains, by compu-

tation. During his toilfome march he met with nothing very remark-

able, except the impreflions of the cloven feet of an animal differing
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from other cloven feet by the great width of the divifion in each. Hs

was not fortunate enough to fee the animal that had made them;

In this journey Lieutenant Dawes's line of march, unfortunately

and unpleafantly for him, happened to lie, nearly from hisfetting out,

acrofs a line of high and fleep rocky precipices, which, required much

caution in defending, as well as labour in afcending. Perhaps an

open country, which might have led him readily and conveniently to

the point which he propofed to attain, was lying at no great diftance

from him either to his right or left. To feeLfor that, however, might

have required more time than his flock of provifions would have ad-

mitted ; and he was compelled to return through the fame unprofit-

able country which he had palled.

On the 2 ill of December, the Supply returned from Norfolk Mand,

having been abfent fix weeks. Lieutenant King wrote,, that he ex^

peeled his harveft would produce from four to fix months' flour for

all his inhabitants^ exclufive of a referve of double feed for twenty

acres of ground. Befides this promifmg appearance, he had ten acres

in cultivation with Indian corn, which- looked very well. His gar-

dens had fullered much by the grub-worm and from a want of rain,

of which they had had fcarcely any fince the 2 3d of September.. The

ground which was cleared for the Grown amounted to about twenty-

eight acres, and he was bufied in preparations for building a redoubt-

on an eminence named by him Mount George.

The Supply, in her vifit at Lord Howe Ifland,. turned eighteen

turtle 5 feveral of which, unluckily, dying before fhe reached Norfolk

Ifland, fhe could leave only four there, and but three furvived the

fhort voyage from thence to Port Jackfom

The working convicts at Sydney had lately been' principally em-

ployed in conflrucl:ing two convenient kitchens and ovens for the ufe

of the detachment, adjoining to the quarters
;

building a houfe for

the Judge-advocate ;
forming roads either in or leading to the town;,

and removing the provifions from the old thatched ftorehoufe to that

in the marine quarters, which, being
,
covered with tiles, was not fo

liable
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liable to an accident by fire, nor likely to prove fo great an harbour

for rats, to guard againft whom it had. become neceflary to take as

many precautions as againd any other enemy. They, however, de-

feated every care, by working under ground to get in ; and as it was

now a matter of much moment to preferve every ounce of provifions

that belonged to us, they were all taken out and re-flowed with an at-

tention fuitable to their important value.

Numberlefs thefts and depredations were at this time committed,.,

particularly on the wheat as it ripened ; this was generally attributed

to the reduction which had taken place in the ration of provifions
;

and every one dreaded how much the commiffion of them might be

increafed, if accident or delay fliould render a greater reduction ne^

eelTary.

€HAP9
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CHAP. V.

THE SUPPLY SAILS AGAIN FOR NORFOLK ISLAND. A PLEASING DELUSION,

EXTRAORDINARY DRAUGHT OF FISH*—THE SUPPLY RETURNS FROM

NORFOLK ISLAND.—A LARGE NUMBER OF SETTLERS SENT THITHER ON

BOARD THE SIRIUS AND SUPPLY.—HEAVY RAINS.—SCARCITY OF PRO-

VISIONS INCREASING TO AN ALARMING DEGREE. NEWS BROUGHT OF

THE LOSS OF THE SIRIUS.—ALLOWANCE OF PROVISIONS STILL LOWER RE-

DUCED.—THE SUPPLY SENT TO BATAVIA FOR RELIEF.—ROBBERIES FRE*

QJJENT AND DARING,— ROSE HILL. SALT, AND FISHING LINES MADE.

—

THE NATIVES ESCAPE. TRANSACTIONS.

J7ARLY in January 1790, the Supply failed again for Norfolk

liland, with twenty-two male and two female convicls : on her

return me was to touch at Lord Howe liland to procure turtle.

The flour which had been brought from England did not ferve

much beyond the beginning of this month, and that imported from

tile t^ape now fupplied its place. Every one began to look forward

with much anxiety to the arrival of fupplies from England
; and, as

it was reafonable to conclude that every day might bring them on the

coail, a fpot proper for the purpofe being marked out, a flag-dafT was

erecled on the South head of the harbour, whence, on the appearance

of a (hip in the ofBng, a fignal might be made, as well to convey the

wimed-for information to the fettlement, as to ferve as a mark for the

llranger. To this point were the walks of the inhabitants of Port

Jackfon daily directed
; fondly indulging a pleafmg delufion, that the

very circumftance of looking out for a fail would bring one into

view,

A fufficient quantity of fifh having been taken in one night, to ad-

mit the ferving of two pounds to each man, woman, and child be-

longing
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longing to the detachment, the Governor dire&ed, that a boat mould
in future be employed three times in the week to fifh for the public

;

and that the whole quantity caught mould be hTued at the above rate

to every perfon in turn. This allowance was in addition to the ration

of provifions ; and was received with much fatisfa&ion feveral times

during the month.

The bricklayers were now employed in building a Difpenfary conti-

guous to the Hofpital ; the medicines and chirurgical inftruments

being much expofed to damps in the place where they had neceflarily

been kept.

The firft fignal from the flag-ftaff at the South head was difpl'ayed

on the 10th of February; and though every imagination firit. turned

to the expecTed flranger, yet happening about the time at which the

Supply was expe&ed from Norfolk Ifland, conjecture foon fixed on
the right object ; and the temporary fufpence was put an end to, by

word being brought that the Supply, unable to get into Port Jackfon,

had borne up for Botany Bay, in which harbour fhe anchored in the

dufk of the evening. By her Lieutenant King wrote, that his people

continued healthy, and his fettlement went on well. His wheat had

turned out twenty fold, notwithstanding he had had much dry wea-

ther. He ftated, that the convicts under his orders had in general

very good gardens, and that many of them would have a very large

produce of Indian corn.

The Supply had not met with any fuceefs at Lord Howe Ifland ; fo

that no dependanee was to be placed on the turtle it might furnifh.

The ifland had been examined and frefh water found in cavities,

but not in any current. The Supply had been abfent juft five

weeks.

Lieutenant King having conftantly'written in high terms of the rich-

nefs of the foil of Norfolk Ifland, the Governor, on comparing the

fituation of the convicts there and in his fettlement, where their gar-

dens had not that fertility to boaft of, and where the ration from the

ftore was with too many haflily devoured, and with raoft derived but

4
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an uncertain and fcanty aid from any other fource, determined, and

about the middle of the month announced his determination, to de-

tach thither a large body of convi&s, male and female, together with

two companies of the marines. Some immediate advantages were ex-

peded to be derived from this meafure ; the garden ground that would

be left by thofe who embarked would be poOefTed by thofe who

remained, while the former would on their arrival at Norfolk Illand

•participate in the produce of luxuriant gardens, in a more conftant

fupply of fifh, and in the aiTalance that was occafionally obtained

from the birds which fettled on Mount Pitt.

At the fame time that this intention was made public, the day of

their departure was fixed. The whole were to embark on board the

Sinus and the Supply in the beginning of the following month, and

were, if no fnip arrived from England to prevent them, to fail on

the 5th. Should, unfortunately, the necefiity of adopting the meafure

then exift, the Sirius was to proceed to China direc~i!y from Nor-

folk Illand to procure a fupply of provifions for the colony. China

was chofen, under the idea that fait provifions were to be obtained

there, and that it was preferable to fending to any of the iflands in

thofe feas, or to the Cape of Good Hope at that feafon of the year,

when the Sirius and her crew would have had to encounter the cold

and boifterous weather of a winter's pafTage.

As the numbers on Norfolk Illand would be confiderably in-

creafed by the arrival of this detachment, the Governor thought the

prefence of a Lieutenant-governor necefTary, and commanded Major
Rofs to hold himfelf in readinefs to a£ in that capacity. Lieutenant

King was to be. recalled.

On further confederation, it was deemed moil prudent for the Sirius,

after difembarking the troops at Norfolk Illand, to return to Port Jack-

fon, not only for the purpofe of wooding and watering, but in the

hope that the arrival of the expe&ed fupplies would ere that time

have rendered the voyage unneceffary ; and it was but reafonable to

fuppofe that this would happen. The Governor had, in all his dif-

patches,
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patches, uniformly declared the ftrong neceffity there was for having

at lead two years provifion in (lore for fome time to come ; and as

this information, together with an exact account of the fituation of

the colony, had been tranfmitted by feven different conveyances, if

only one had arrived fafely, it could not reafonably be doubted that

fupplies would be immediately difpatched. From the length of time

too which had elapfed fince the departure of the laft mips that failed

direct for England (full fifteen months), it was reafonable to fuppofe

that they might arrive within the time that the Sirius would be

abfent.

The month of February palled in the arrangements and prepara-

tions requifite on the occafion, to which the weather was extremely

unfavourable; heavy rains, with gales of wind, prevailing nearly the

whole time. The rain came down in torrents, filling up every trench

and cavity which had been dug about the fettlement, and caufing

much damage to the miferable mud tenements which were occupied

by the convicts
;

yet, bad as the weather was, feveral gardens were

robbed, and, as at that time they abounded with melons and pump-

kins, thefe became the objects of depredation in common with other

productions of the garden.

March commenced with a reduction in the allowance of fpirits to

half the ufual quantity. Thus was the gradual decreafe in the ftores

followed by a diminution of the before fcanty comforts or rather ne-

ceffaries.

One immediate confequence, and that an evil one, was, the effect

of the intended embarkation for Norfolk Ifland. It being found that

great quantities of ftock were killed, an order was immediately given

to prevent the further deftruction of an article fo eifentiai in their pre-

lent fituation, until fome neceffary regulations could be publifhed ; but

the officers and people who were about to embark were not included

in this prohibition. The mention of future regulations in this order

inftantly begat an opinion among the convicts, that on the departure

of the fhips all the live ftock in the colony would be called in, or

M that
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that the owners would be deprived of the benefits which might re-

fult from the poffeffion of it. Under colour, therefore, of its belong-

ing to thole who were exempted in the late order, nearly all the flock

in the fettlement was in the courfe of a few nights cleftroyed
; a

wound being thereby given to the independence of the colony, which

could not eaiily befalved, and whofe injurious effects time and much

attention alone could remove.

The expeded fupplies not having arrived on the 3d, the two com-

panies of marines with their officers and the colours of the corps

embarked on board the Sirius and the Supply. With them alia

embarked the Lieutenant-governor, and the fenior affiftant-furgeon

of the fettlement. On the day following, one hundred and fixteen

male and fixty-eight female convids, with twenty- feven children,

were put on board ; and on the 5th both the mips left the Cove.

Immediately after their departure, the Governor directed his at-

tention to the regulation of the people who were left at Sydney,

and to the prefervation of what flock remained in the colony. For

thefe purpofes, he himfelf vifited the different huts and gardens

whofe tenants had juft quitted them, diflributing them to fucfi

convids as were either in miferable hovels, or without any fhelter at

all. It was true, that by this arrangement the idle found themfelves

provided for by the labour of many who had been induftrious ;

but they were at the fame time affured, that unlefs they kept in good

cultivation the gardens which they were allowed to poffefs, they mould

be turned out from the comforts of a good hut, to live under a rock

or a tree. That they might have time for this purpofe, the afternoon

of Wednefday, and the whole of Saturday, in each week, were gi-

ven to them. Much room was made every where by the numbers

who had embarked (in all two hundred and eighty-one perfons)
; the

military quarters had a deferted afped ; and the whole fettlement ap-

peared as if famine had already thinned it of half its numbers.

The little fociety that had been in the place was broken up, and

every
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every man feemed left to brood in folitary fiience over the dreary

profpect before him.

With refpecl: to the (lock, his Excellency dire&ed, that no hogs un-

der three months old mould be killed, nor were any to be butchered

without information beine fir ft given at head-quarters.

Thofe who bred poultry were left at liberty to difpofe of it in fuch

manner as they thought proper ; and the Corn mi (Tary was directed to

purchafe for the ufe of the hofpital fuch live ftock as the owners were

deiirous of felling, complying with the above regulations, and receiv-

ing one (hilling a pound as the price.

On the 27th of the month, the long-expe&ed fignal not having

been difplayed, it became neceffary to put the colony upon a ftill

fhorter ration of provifions. It was a painful but a compulfatory

duty. The Governor direded that the provifions mould in future be

ferved daily ; for which purpofe the ftore was to be opened from one

to three in the afternoon. The ration for the week was to con-

mi; of

4 pounds of flour,

2 1 pounds of pork, and

1 1 pound of rice
;

and thefe were to be iffued to every perfon in the fettlement without

diftin&ion ;
but, as the public labour muft naturally be affecled by

this reduction, the working-hours were in future to be from fun-rife,

with a fmall interval for breakfaft, until one o'clock : the afternoons

were to be allowed the people to receive their provifions and work in

their gardens. Thefe alterations in the ration and in the hours of la-

bour, however, were not to commence until the firft of the following

month.

At Rofe Hill fimilar regulations were made by the Governor. The

garden-ground was enlarged ; thofe who were in bad huts were

placed in better ; and every thing was faid and done that could ftimu-

late them to be induftrious. Still robberies were daily and nightly

committed. Damage was alfo received from the little ftock which

m 2 remained
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remained alive ; the owners, not having wherewith to feed them,

were obliged to turn them loofe to browfe among the grafs and fhrubs,

or turn up the ground for the fern-root ; and as they wandered with-

out any one to prevent their doing mifchief, they but too often found

an eafy paffage over fences and through barriers which were now

growm weak and perifliing. It was ordered, however, that the flock

ihould be kept up during the night ; and every damage that could be

proved to have been fuftained during that time was to be made good

by the owners ; or the animals themfelves were to be forfeited.

The carpenters were employed in preparing a roof for a new ftore-

houfe, thofe which were firffc erected being fa ft decaying. It was ne-

ver expected to get up a- building of one hundred feet in front, which

this was deflgned to be, upon fo reduced a ration as the prefent ; but

while the people did labour, it was proper to turn that little labour to

the public account.

The working gangs being now fo much reduced by the late em-

barkation, the hoy was employed in bringing the timber neceifary for

this building from the coves where it was cut down and depofited for

that purpofe. This veffel was, when unemployed for public fervices,

given to the officers, and by them fent down the harbour to procure

cabbage-tree for their flock, in the prefervation and maintenance of

which every one felt an immediate and anxious concern.

The weather had been very wet during this month ; torrents of

rain again laid every place under water ; and many little habitations,

which had withftood the inundations of the laft month, now fuf-

fered considerably.

With the firft of April the reduced ration, and the change in the

working hours commenced ; much time was not confumed at the

ftore, and the people went away to drefs the fcanty allowance which

they had received.

Attention to religious duties was never omitted, and Divine fervice

was performed on the morning of Good Friday ; when the convicts

were recommended to employ the remainder of it in working in

their
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their gardens. But, notwithstanding the evident neceffity that ex-

ifted for every man's endeavouring to affift himfelf, very few were

obferved to be fo profitably occupied.

As every faving that could be made in the article of provifions was

of confequence in the prefent fituation of the ftores, it was direeled on

the 3d, that fuch fifh as mould in future be taken by the public boats

fhould be iffued at the More, in the proportion of ten pounds of Mi
to two pounds and a half of pork ; and one hundred and fifty

pounds of fiih, which had been brought up before the iffuing of

provifions commenced on that day, were ferved out agreeable to

that order.

At this time the Supply returned from Norfolk Ifland, with an ac-

count of a difafter which depreffed even the unthinking part of the

inhabitants, and occafioned univerfal difmay. A load of accumulated

evils feemed burfting upon their heads. The (hips that had fo long

been expected with fupplies were ftill an xi 011 fly looked for ; and the

Sirius, which was to have gone in queft of relief to their diftreifes,

was loft upon the reef at Norfolk Ifland, on the 19th of the pre-

ceding month. This was a blow which, as it was unexpected, fell

with increafed weight ; and on every individual the whole weight

feemed to have fallen.

This untoward accident happened in the following manner : Cap-

tain Hunter had been extremely fortunate in a padage of only feven

days. The foldiers, and mo ft part of the convicts, were landed in

Cafcade Bay, which happened at the time to be the leeward fide of

the ifland. Bad weather immediately enfued, and, continuing for fe-

veral days, the provifions could not be landed, fo high was the furf

occafioned by it. This delay, together with a knowledge that the

provifions on the ifland were not adequate to the additional numbers

that were now to be victualled, caufed him to be particularly anxious

to get provifions on fhore. The bad weather had feparated the Sirius

from the Supply ; but meeting with a favourable flant of wind on the

19th, Captain Hunter gained the ifland from which he had been dri-

ven,
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ven, and ftood for Sydney Bay at the South end of it, where he

found the Supply ; and it being fignified by fignal from the fhore,

(where they could form the beft judgment,) that the landing might be

effected with any boat, he brought- to in the windward part of the

bay, with the fhip's head off the fhore. Boats had put off from the

fhip, it being perceived that Hie fettled very much to leeward, the

tacks were got on board, and every fail fet that was pomble to get

her free from fhore. Notwithstanding which, me could not weather

the reef oil the South-weft end of the bay, the wind having at that

time fhifted very unfavourably. The fhip was then thrown in flays,

which fhe miffed, being with great difficulty wore clear of the break-

ers, and brought to the wind on the other tack, when every fail was

again fet. Finding that fhe Mill drifted faft upon the more, another

attempt was made to ftay her; but being out of trim it did not fuc-

ceed. All the meets and 1) allyards were then let fly, and an anchor

-cut away; but before it reached the ground fhe (truck with violence

on the reef, very foon bulged, and was irrecoverably loft. Her of-

ficers and people were all faved, having been dragged on fhore,

through the furf, on a grating.

This day, which untoward circumftances had rendered fo difmal,

was remarkably fine, and at the unfortunate moment of this cala-

mity there was very little wind. On the fecond day after, permif-

fion was given to two convids to go off to the fhip, and endeavour

to bring on fhore what live hogs they might be able to fave
; but,

with all that lamentable want of refolution and confideration which

was characteriftic of thefe people when any temptation was placed

before them, they both got intoxicated with what liquor had efcaped

the plunder of the feamen, and fet the fhip on fire in two places. A
light on board the fhip being obferved from the more, feveral (hot

were fired at it ; but the poor wretches would neither put it out, nor
come on fhore ; when a young man, a convict, with great intrepidity

w°nt off through the furf, extinguished the fire, and forced them out
of the fhip.

The
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The Lieutenant-governor, immediately after the lofs of the Sirius,

called a council of all the naval and marine officers in the fettlement
;

when it was unanimoufly determined, that martial law mould, he pro-

claimed ; that all private ftock (poultry excepted) fhould be confr-

dercd as the property of the ftate ; that juftice fhould be adminiftered

by a court-martial, to be compofed of feven officers, five of whom
were to concur in a fentence of death ; and that there mould be two

locks upon the door of the public ftore, whereof one key was to be

in the keeping of a perfon appointed by Captain Hunter in behalf

of the feamen ; the other to be kept by a perfon to be appointed in

behalf of the military. The day following, the troops, feamen, and

convids, being affembled, thefe refolutions were publicly read ; and

the whole confirmed their engagement of abiding by them by paffing

under the king's colour, which was difplayed on the occafion.

The general melancholy which prevailed in the fettlement when

the above unwelcome intelligence was made public,, need not be de-

fcribed ; and when the Supply came to an anchor in the cove every

one looked up to her as to their only remaining hope.

In this exigency, the Governor thought it neceffary to alienable all

the officers of the fettlement, civil and military, to determine on what

meafures were neceflary to be adopted. At this meeting, when the

fituation of the colony was thoroughly weighed and placed in every

point of view, it was determined to reduce ftill lower what was

already too low ; the ration was to be no more than two pounds and

a half of flour, two pounds of pork, one pint of peas, and one

pound of rice, for each perfon for feven days. This allowance was

to be iffued to all defer! ptions of people in the colony, children under

eighteen months excepted, who were to have only one pound of fait

meat. Every exertion was to be made both at Sydney and at Bo-

tany Bay, in fifliing for the general benefit. All private boats were

to be furrendered to the public ufe
;
every effort was to be put in

pra&ice to prevent the robbing of gardens ;
and, as one ftep toward

this, all fufpicious chara&ers were fecured and locked up during the

night.
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night. People were employed to kill, for the public, fach animals as

the country afforded ; and every ftep was taken that could fave a

pound of the fait provifions in (tore. It was propofed to take all the

hogs in the fettlement as public property ; but as it was abfolutely ne-

cefTary to keep fome breeding fows, and the flock being frnall and

very poor, that idea was abandoned.

It was well known, that the integrity of the people employed in

fifhing could not be depended upon; the officers of the fettlement

therefore voluntarily took upon themfelves the unpleafant talk of fu-

perintending them, and the fiming-boat in future never went out

without an officer either by day or night ; but the quantity of

iim taken in this month, after the 7th, was not often much more

than equal to fupplying the people employed in the boats with one

pound of flfh per man, which was allowed them in addition to their

ration.

The frnall boats, the property of individuals, were therefore returned

to their owners, and the people who had been employed in them,

together with the feamen of the Sirius, now there, were placed in

the large boats belonging to the fettlement.

Neither was much advantage gained by employing people to fhoot

for the fettlement. At the end of the month only three frnall kan-

gooroos had been brought in.

The neceffity for procuring relief became every day more preffing.

The voyage of the Sirius to China was at an end ; and nothing had

yet arrived from England, though hourly expected. It was the na-

tural and general opinion, that their prefent fituation was to be attri-

buted to accident rather than procraftination. It was more probable,

< that the vcfleis which had been difpa.tched by the Britim government
had met with fome diftrefs, that had either compelled them to return,

or had wholly prevented them from any further profecution of the

voyage, than that any delay mould have taken place in their depar-

ture. The Governor, therefore, determined on fending the Supply
armed tender to Batavia

;
and, as her commander was raoft zealouily

active
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active in his preparations for the voyage, fhe was foon ready for fea.

Her tonnage, however, was trifling, when compared with their necef-

fities. Lieutenant Ball was, therefore, directed to procure a fupply

of eight months' provifions for himfelf, and to hire a veUel and pur-

chafe two hundred thoufand pounds of flour, eighty thoufand pounds

of beef, fixty thoufand pounds of pork, and feventy thoufand pounds

of rice
;
together with fome neceffaries for the hofpital. The expec-

tation of this relief was indeed diftant ; but it was more to be de-

pended upon than that which might be coming from England. A
given time was fixed for the return of the Supply ; but it was im-

poflible to fay when a veffel might arrive from Europe. In the mean

time, whatever might be their diflrefs, it would be fome alleviation

to look on to a certain fixed period when it might be expected to be

removed. Lieutenant Ball's paflage lay through the regions of fine

weather ; and the hope of every one was fixed upon the little veffel

that was to convey him
;

yet it was painful to contemplate their ex-

igence as depending upon her fafety ; to confider that a rough fea,

a hidden rock, or the violence of elemental ftrife, might in one fa-

tal moment precipitate them, with the little bark which had all their

hopes on board, to the lowed abyfs of mifery. In the well-known,

ability and undoubted exertions of her commander, however, under

God, all placed their dependence ; and from that principle, when £he

failed, inftead of predicting mifchance, they all, with one wifh for

her return, fixed and anticipated the period at which it might reafon-

ably be expected.

She failed on the 17th of April, having on board Lieutenant King,

the late commandant of Norfolk Ifland, who was charged with the

Governor's difpatches for the Secretary of State, and Mr. Miller,

the late Commiffary, whofe ill flate of health obliged him to quit the

country. Mr. Palmer, the purfer of the Sinus, was appointed in his

place. The following was the ftate of the provifions in the {lore at

this time

:

n Pork
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Pork 23,851 pounds.

Beef 1,280 ditto.

Rice 24,455 ditto.

Peafe 17 bulhels.

Flour 56,884 pounds.

Bifcuit 1,924 ditto.

The duration of the Supply's voyage was generally expected to be

fix months ; a period at which, if no relief arrived in the mean time

from England, they would be found, even at the prefent miferable

allowance, without fait provifions, rice, and peafe.

The Governor, from a motive that did him immortal honour, in

this feafon of general diftrefs, gave up three hundred weight of flour

which was his Excellency's private property ;
declaring, that he wifhed

not to fee any more at his table than the ration which was received

in common from the public (tore, without any diftin&ion of perfons

;

and to this refolution he rigidly adhered, wifhing that if a convicT

complained, he might fee that want was not unfelt even at Govern-

ment-houfe.

On the 20th of April, the following was the ration iflued from the

public ftore to each man for feven days :

Flour 2f pounds.

Rice 2 pounds.

Pork 2 pounds.

Was this a ration for a labouring man ? The two pounds of pork,

when boiled, from the length of time that it had been in /lore,

fhrunk away to nearly nothing ;
and, when divided, barely afforded

three or four morfels.

The inevitable confequence of this fcarcity of provifions enfued ;

labour flood nearly fufpended for want of energy to proceed ; and the

countenances of the people plainly befpoke the hardfhips which they

underwent. The convids, however, were employed for the public in

the forenoon ; and fuch labour was obtained from them as their fitua-

tioa
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tion would allow. The guard-houfe on the Eaft fide was finifhed and

taken poffeffion of during the month.

The Governor had affembled the convicls and informed them that

very fevere punimment would follow the conviction of perfons guilty of

robbing gardens ; and he at the fame time ftrongly inculcated the ab-

folute necefiity that exifced for every man to cultivate his own garden.

To the few who, from never having been induftrious, had not any

ground fown or planted with vegetables, he allotted a fmall but fuf-

ficient fpot for their ufe, and encouraged them in their labour by

his prefence and directions ; but they preferred any thing to honeft

induflry, and availed themfelves of the peculiar fituation of the co-

lony to commit thefts, which it became necelfary to puniih with

great feverity. One convict was executed. Thofe people, though

the major part of them were, during the night, locked up, were

ever on the watch to commit depredations on the unwary during

the hours when they were at large, and never fuffered an opportunity

to efcape them. A female convicl: was robbed of her week's provi-

fions ; and as it was impoffible to replace them from the public flore,

fhe was left to fubfift on what me could obtain from the bounty

(never more truly laudable than at this diftreffing juncture) of others

who commiferated her fituation. One poor woman about this time

killed herfelf by over-loading her flomach with flour and greens which

flic had made into a mefs.

The expedient of mooting for the public not being found to an-

fwer, fixty pounds of pork only having been faved, the game-killers

were called in, and the general exertion was directed to the bufinefs

of timing.

It was naturally expected, that the miferable allowance which was

iffued would affect the healths of the labouring convicts. A circum-

ftance occurred in the month of May, which feemed to favour this

idea : an elderly man dropped down at the ftore. Fainting with hun-

ger, and unable through age to hold up any longer, he was carried
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the hofpital, where he died the next morning. On being opened,

his ftomach was found quite empty.

The colony had hitherto been fupplied with fait from the public

ftores, a quantity being always fhaken off from the fait provifions,

and referved for ufe by the {lore-keepers ; but the daily confumptlon

of fait provifions was now become fo inconfiderable, and they had

been fo long in ftore, that little or none of that article was to be pro-

cured. Two large iron boilers were therefore erected at the Eaft point

of the cove ; fome people were employed to boil the fait water, and

the fait which was produced by this very fimple procefs was iffued to

the convi&s.

The fiftiing tackle began now to decreafe with their_ other necef-

faries. To remedy this inconvenience, they were driven by ne-

ceffity to avail themfelves of fome knowledge which had been

gained from the natives ; and a convict, a rope-maker, was employed

to fpin lines from the bark of a tree which they ufed for the fame

purpofe.

The native who had been taken in November convinced his cap-

tors how far before every other consideration he deemed the poffeffion

of his liberty, by very artfully effecting his efcape from the Governor's

houfe, where he had been treated with every indulgence, and had en-

joyed every comfort which it was in his Excellency's power to give

him. He managed his efcape fo ingenioufly, that it was not fuf-

pe&ed until he had completed it, and all fearch was rendered fruitlefs.

The boy and the girl appeared to remain perfectly contented among
them, but declared that they knew their countryman would never

return.

The greateft quantity of fiih caught at any one time during the

month of May was two hundred pounds. Once indeed the feine was
full ; but through either the ignorance or the wilfulnefs of the people

employed to land it, the greateft part of its contents efcaped. All

together upwards of two thoufand pounds were taken in the eourfe

of



1790'] OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 93

of the month, which produced a faving of five hundred pounds of

pork at the ftore, the allowance of thirty-one men for four weeks.

Very little labour could be expe&ed from men who had nothing to

eat. Neverthelefs, as it was neceffary to think of fome preparations

for the next feafon, the convi&s were employed in getting the ground

ready both at Sydney and at Rofe Hill for the reception of wheat and

barley. The quantity of either article, however, to be now fown, fell

far fhort of what their neceflities required.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

THE LADY JULIANA TRANSPORT ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND. THE GUAR-

DIAN, HIS MAJESTY'S BIRTH-DAY. THANKSGIVING FOR HIS MAJESTY'S

RECOVERY.—THE JUSTINIAN STORESHIP ARRIVES,—FULL RATION OR-

DERED.—THREE TRANSPORTS ARRIVE,— HORRID STATE OF THE CON-

VICTS ON BOARD. SICK LANDED.—INSTANCE OF SAGACITY IN A DOG.

MORTALITY AND NUMBER OF SICK.—"A TOWN MARKED OUT AT ROSE

HILL.——WORKS IN HAND AT SYDNEY. — INSTRUCTIONS RESPECTING
V

GRANTS OF LAND.—BOAT UPSET AND PEOPLE DROWNED.— CONVICTS*

CLAIMS ON THE MASTER OF THE NEPTUNE. TRANSACTIONS, WHALE.

GOVERNOR PHILLIP WOUNDED BY A NATIVE.—INTERCOURSE OPENED

WITH THE NATIVES.—GREAT HAUL OF FISH.— CONVICTS ABSCOND WITH

A BOAT.—WORKS.—WANT OF RAIN.

'J
1HE firft and fecond days of June were exceedingly unfavourable

- to the fkuation of the unhappy colonifts of Port Jackfon
;
heavy

rain and blowing weather obftructed labour and prevented fifhing.

But it was decreed, that on the third they fhould experience fenfations

to which they had been ftrangers ever fince their departure from

England. About half paft three in the afternoon, to the inexpref-

fible fatisfa&ion of every heart in the fettlement, the long-lookcd-for

fignal was made for a fhip at the South Head. Every countenance

was inftantly cheered, and wore the lively expreffions of eagernefs,

joy, and anxiety ; the whole fettlement was in motion and confufion.

Notwith(landing it blew very ftrong at the time, the Governor's fe-

cretary, accompanied by two other gentlemen, immediately went off,

and at fome rifk (for a heavy fea was running in the harbour's mouth)

reached the fhip for which the fignal had been made juft in time to

give directions which placed her in fafety in Spring Cove. She

proved to be the Lady Juliana tranfport from London, laft from Ply-

mouth
;

9



1 79 3 -] 0F NEW SOUTH WALES. 95

mouth ; from which latter place they learned, with no fmall degree

of wonder and mortification, that me failed on the 29th of July (full

ten months before) with two hundred and twenty- two female con-

vi&s on board.

They had long conjectured, that the non-arrival of fupplies muft be

owing either to accident or delays in the voyage, and not to any

backwardnefs on the part of Government in fending them out. They
now found that their difappointment was to be afcribed to both mif-

fortune and delay. The Lady Juliana, it has been feen, failed in July

laft ; and in the month of September following his Majefty's fhip

Guardian, of forty-four guns, commanded by Lieutenant Edward
Riou, failed from England, having on board (with what was in the

Lady Juliana) two years' provifions for the fettlement ; a fupply of

clothing for the marines
;
together with a large quantity of fails and

cordage, with fixteen chefts of medicines; fifteen cafks of wine; a

quantity of blankets and bedding for the hofpital ; and a large fupply

of unmade clothing for the convi&s ; with an ample aflbrtment of

tools and implements of agriculture.

At the Cape of Good Hope Lieutenant Riou took on board a

quantity of ftock for the fettlement, and completed a garden which

had been prepared under the immediate infpe&ion of Sir Jofeph

Banks, and in which there were one hundred and fifty of the fined

fruit trees, feveral of them bearing fruit.

There was fcarcely an officer in the colony that had not his fhare of

private property embarked on board of this richly-freighted fhip.

But it was as painful then to learn, as it will ever be to recoiled:,

that on the 23d day of December preceding, the Guardian ftruck

againft an ifland of ice in latitude 45
0

54' South, and longitude

41° 30' Eaft, whereby (lie received fo much injury, that Lieutenant

Riou was compelled, in order to fave her from inftantly finking, to

throw overboard the greater!: part of her valuable cargo both on the

public and private account. The flock was killed (feven horfes, Six-

teen cows, two bulls, a number of fheep, goats, and two deer), the

garden
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garden deftroyed, and the fhip herfelf faved only by the interpofition

of Providence, and the admirable condud of the commander.

The Guardian was a faft-failing fhip, and would probably have

reached her deftined port in the latter end of January or the begin-

ning of February. At that period the large quantity of live dock in

the colony was daily increafing ; the people required for labour were,

comparatively with their prefent ftate, ftrong and healthy; the necef-

fity for dividing the convids, and lending the Sirius to Norfolk Ifland,

would not have exifted ; the ration of provifions, inftead of the di-

minutions which had been neceflarily direded, would have been in-

creafed to the full allowance ; and the tillage of the ground conse-

quently proceeded in with that fpirit which muft be exerted to the

utmoft before the fettlement could render itfelf independent of the

mother country for fubfiftence.

But to what a diftance was that period now thrown by this raoft

unfortunate accident, and by the delay which took place in the voyage

of the Lady Juliana ! Government had placed a naval officer in

that tranfport, Lieutenant Thomas Edgar, for the purpofe of feeing

juftice done to the convids with regard to their provifions, clean-

linefs, &c. and to guard againft any delays on the voyage. Being

direded to follow the route of the Sirius and her convoy, he called

at TeneriiTe and St. Jago, flayed feven weeks at Rio de Janeiro, and

one month at the Cape of Good Hope, completing his circuitous

voyage of ten months by arriving at Port Jackfon on the third day

of June 1790.

On Lieutenant Edgar's arrival at the Cape, he had found the Guar-

dian lying there, Lieutenant Riou having juft fafely regained that

port, from which he had failed but a fhort time before, with every

fair profped of fpeedily and happily executing the orders with which

he was entrufled, and of conveying to the colony the affiftance of

which it ftood fo much in need. Unhappily for them, me was now
lying a wreck, with difficulty, and at an immenfe expence, preferved

from finking at her anchors.

x Govern-
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Government had fent out in the Guardian twenty-five male con-

victs, who were either farmers or artificers, with feven perfons en-

gaged to ferve as fuperintendants with falaries of forty pounds per an-

num each. Of thefe, two, who were profefled gardeners, were fup«

pofed to be drowned, having left the fhip foon after ftie (truck, with

feverai other perfons in boats, and not been heard of when the Lady
Juliana left the Gape. Of five boats which had left the mip, only one,

the long boat, conducted her paffengers through the perilous under-

taking ; and (he was picked up after many days failing, by a French
fhip.

One third of the ftores and provifions intended for the colony were
put on board the tranfport, the remaining two-thirds were on board

the Guardian ; none of which, it was fuppofed, would ever reach the

fettlement, the fmall quantity excepted (feventy-five barrels of flour)

which was put on board the tranfport at the Cape, The Dutch at

that place were profiting by the misfortune of the greatly difappointed

inhabitants of Port Jackfon ; their warehoufes being let out at an im-

menfe expence to receive fuch of the provifions and ftores as remained

on board the Guardian when lhe got in.

In addition to the above diftreffing circumftance, they learned that

one thoufand convicts were to fail at the latter end of the laft year.

The joy which had been diffufed by the arrival of the tranfport was
confiderably checked by the variety of unpleafant and unwelcome in-

telligence which me conveyed. They were informed that their be-

loved fovereign had been for fome months afflicted with a dangerous

and alarming illnefs, though happily now recovered. Their diftance

from his perfon had not lelTened their attachment ; and the day fol-

lowing the receipt of this information, being the anniverfary of his

Majefty's birth, it was kept with every mark of diflinction in their

power. The Governor pardoned all offenders who were under con-

finement ; the ration was increafed for that day ; all the officers of

the fettlement and garrifon dined with the Governor, and drank to

the long and happy reign of their gracious King; and Wednefday the

o £tk



98 ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY

9th was appointed for a public thankfgiving on occafion of his re-

covery.

On the 6th, preparations were made for landing the convicts from,

the Lady Juliana; but in the diftrefTed fituation of the colony, it was>

not a little mortifying to find on board the firft (hip that arrived, a

cargo fb unneceffary and unprofitable as two hundred and twenty-two*

females, inftead of a cargo of provifions ; the 1110ft of them, however,,

appeared in good health, and to have been well treated during' their

long palTage. The fupply of provifions on board her was fo incon-

fiderable as to permit only an addition of one pound and a half of

flour being made in the weekly ration* Had the Guardian arrived,,

probably the fettlement would never more have experienced want-

When the women landed on the nth, many of them appeared to>

be loaded with the infirmities incident to old age, and to. be very im-

proper fubjects for any of the purpofes of an infant colony.. Inftead;

©f being capable of labour, they feemed to require attendance them^

felves, and were never likely to be any other than a burthen to the

fettlement, which muft fenfibly feel the hardfhip of having to fupport

by the labour of thofe who could toil,, and who at the beft were but

few, a defcription of people utterly incapable of ufing exertion, to-

ward their own maintenance.

When the women were difembarked, and the provifions and (tores*

landed, it was found that twenty cafks of flour (from the unfitnefs of

the (hip to perform fuch a voyage, being, old and far from, tight) were

totally deftroyed. This was a ferious lofs to them when only four

pounds of flour conftituted the allowance of that article for a man
during feven days.

From this fituation of dlftrefs,. however, they were (hortly after-

wards effectually relieved, and the colony might be pronounced to be

reftored to comfort, by the arrival (on the 20th) of the Juftinian

ftoremip, from England, after a (hort pafTage of only five months..

This (hip was off the entrance of the harbour on the 2d of the

month, and would have arrived before the Lady Juliana, had not a.

fuddea
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fudden change of the wind, aided by a current, driven her as far

northward as Black Head, where fhe was very nearly loft, but pro-

videntially efcaped by coming to an anchor, though clofe in withTome

dangerous rocks. The wind was dead on the more, and the rocks fo

clofe when me anchored, that the rebound of the wave prevented the

riding any confiderable {train on her cable. Had that failed, the inha-

bitants of Port Jackfon would never have feen the Juftinian or her

valuable cargo, which was found to confift of ftores and provifions,

trufted, it was true, to one fhip ; but as fhe had happily arrived in

fafety, and was full, they all rejoiced that they had not to wait for

the arrival of a fecond before the colony could be reftored to its former

plenty.

They now learned that three tranfports might be hourly expected,

liaving on board the thoufand convicts of whom they had before

heard, together with detachments of a corps raifed for the fervice of

this country.

On the day following the arrival of the Juftinian, every thing

feemed getting into its former train ; the full ration was ordered to be

ifiued ; inftead of daily, it was to be ferved weekly as formerly; and

the drum for labour was to beat as ufual in the afternoons at one

o'clock. How general was the wifh that no future neceflity might

ever occafion another reduction of the ration, or an alteration in the

labour of the people \

That Norfolk Ifland, whofe fituation at this time every one was

fearful might call loudly for relief,, mould as quickly as poffible reap

her fhare of the benefit derived from the arrival of thofe fhips, it was

intended to fend the Lady Juliana thither
;

and, as fire required

fome repairs, without which fhe could not proceed to fea, carpenters

were fent on board her, and employed to fheath her bends, which

were extremely defective.

A (hop was opened on more by the mafter of this fhip at a hut

lately occupied as a bakehoufe for the Supply, for the fale of fome

articles of grocery, glafs, millinery, perfumery and ftationary ; but

o 2 the
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the rifk of bringing them out having been rnoft injudicioufly efti-

mated too. highly, as was evident from- the increafe on the firft coff,

which could not be difguifed, they did not go off fo quickly as the

owners fuppofed they would.

A report having been circulated foon after the eftablilhing of'

this fettlement, that a confiderable fum of money had been fub-

fcribed in England, to be expended in< articles for the benefit of the

convi&s who had embarked, which articles had been entrufted to the

Rev. Mr. Johnfon, to be difpofed of according to the intention of the

fubfcribers, Mr. Johnfon wrote to his friends in England to confute

this report ; and by the accounts lately received, it appeared that no

luch public collection had ever been made. At Mr. Johnfon's requeft,

therefore, the Governor publifhed a contradiction of the above report

in the general orders. The convicts had hitherto imagined that they

had a right to the articles which had from time to time been distri-

buted among them; but Mr. Johnfon thought it neceflary that they

mould know it was to his bounty alone that they were indebted for

them, and that, confequently, the partakers of it were to be of his

own felec~tion.

The female convicts who had lately arrived attended divine fervice

on the firft Sunday after their landing ; when Mr. Johnfon, with much
propriety, in his difcourfe, touched upon their fituation fo forcibly as

to draw tears from many of thefe unfortunates, who were not yet fo

hardened as to be infenfible to truth*

Early on the morning of the 23d, a fail to the northward was dif?

cerned from the look-out; but the weather coming on thick it was
foon loft fight of. The bad weather continuing, it was not feen again

until the 25th, when word was carried to the fettlement, that a large

Ihip, apparently under jury-mafts, was feen in the offing; and on the

following day the Surprife transport anchored in the cove from Eng.

land, having on board, including officers and men, thirty of the New,
South Wales corps

; together with two hundred and eighteen convicts.

She failed on the 19th of January from Portfmouth, in company with";

6 two 5
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two other tranfports, with whom fhe parted between the Cape of Good
Hope and Port Jackfon.

They had the mortification to learn, that the prifoners in this fhip

were very unhealthy, upwards of one hundred being at that time on

the (ick lift on board; They had been very fickly alfo during the paf-

fage, and had buried forty-two of thefe unfortunate people. A port-

able hofpital had moft fortunately been received by the Jnftinian, and

there now appeared but too great a probability that they would foon

have patients enough- to fill it ;, for the fignai was flying at the South

head for the other tranfports, and they were expected to be in as un*-

healthy a ftate as that which had juft arrived.

On the evening of the 28th the Neptune and Scarborough tranf-

ports anchored off Garden Ifland, and were warped into the Cove on

the following morning; Nor were they miftaken in their fears of the

ftate in which they might arrive, as by noon the following day, two

hundred fick had been landed from, the different tranfports. The

Weft fide afforded a fcene truly diftrerhng and miferable
;
upwards

of thirty tents were pitched in front of the hofpital (the portable one

not being yet put up); all of which, as. well as the adjacent huts,

were filled with people, many of. whom were, labouring, under the

complicated difeafes of fcurvy and the dyfentery, and others in the

laft ftage of either of thofe terrible diforders, or yielding to the atr

tacks of an, infectious fever.

The appearance of thofe who did not require medical affiftanee was

lean and . emaciated. Several of thefe miferable people died in the

Boats as they were rowing on fhore, or on the wharf as they were

lifted out of the boats; both the living and the dead exhibited

more horrid fpe&aeles than had ever been witneffed in that country..

All this was to be. attributed to confinement, and of the word fpecies
5

confinement in a fmall fpace and in irons, not put on fingly, but

many of them chained together. On board the Scarborough a plan

had been formed to take the fhip, which would certainly have been

attempted, but for. a difcovery which was fortunately made by one of',

the
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convi&s who bad too much principle to enter into it. This nece£-

farily, on board that fhip, occafioned much future circumfpe&ion

;

but Captain Marmall's humanity considerably leflened the feverity

which the infurgents might naturally have expected. On board the

other mips, the mailers, who had the entire diredion of the prifoners,

never fuffered them to be at large on deck, and but few at a time

were permitted there. This confequently gave birth to many difeafes.

It was faid that on board the Neptune feveral had died in irons ; . and

what added to the horror of fuch a circumftance was, that their deaths

were concealed, for the purpofe of (haring their allowance of provi-

fions, until chance, and the offenfivenefs of a corpfe, directed the fur-

geon, or fome one who had authority in the fhip, to the fpot where

it lay*

A contract had been entered into by Government with MelTrs. Cal-

vert, Camden, and King, merchants, of London, for the tranfporting

of one thoufand -convi&s, and Government engaged to pay 17L 7s. 6d.

per head for every convict they embarked. This fum being as well

for their provifions as for their tranfportation, no intereft for their

prefervation was created in the owners, and the dead were more pro-

fitable (if profit alone was confulted by them, and the credit of their

houfe was not at flake) than the living. The following accounts of the

Slumbers who died on board each fhip were given in by the mailers

:

Men. Women. Children.

On board the Lady Juliana o 5 2

The Surprife 42 o o

The Scarborough 68 o o

The Neptune 151 11 2

Total 261 16

All poflible expedition was ufed to get the fick on fhore ; for even

while they remained on board many died.

Parties were immediately fent into the woods, to colled the acid

berry of the country, which for its extreme acetofity was deemed by

the
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the furgeons a mod powerful antifcorbutic. Among other regulations,,

orders were given for baking a certain quantity of flour into pound

loaves, to be distributed daily among the fick, as it was not in their

power to prepare it themfelves. Wine and other neceflaries being

given judicioufly among thofe whofe fituations required fuch com-

forts, many of the wretches had recourfe to ftratagem to obtain more

than their fhare, by prefenting themfelves, under different names and

appearances, to thofe who had the delivery of them, or by exciting.,

the compamon of thofe who could order them.

Blankets were fent to the hofpital in fufficient numbers to make

every patient comfortable ;
notwithstanding which, they watched the

moment when any one died to ftrip him of his covering (although^

dying themfelves), and could only be prevented by the utmod vigi-

lance from exercifing fuch inhumanity in every inftance.

On the arrival of the Scarborough, an inftance of fagacity in a dog

occurred, too remarkable to pafs unnoticed. Mr. Marfhall, the matter

of the fhip, on quitting Port Jackfon in May 1799, left a Newfound-

land dog which he had brought from England, with a friend. Gil

the return of his old mafter, Hedor fwam off to the fhip, and r

getting on board, recognifed him, and manifefled, in every manner

fuitable to his nature, his joy at feeing him 5 nor could the animal

be perfuaded to quit him again, accompanying him always when he.

went on more,, or returned to the fhip.

At a mufter of the convicts, one man only during the month of

June was unaccounted. for5 - and his body was afterwards found

drowned in Long-cove at the back of the fettlement. Upon inquiry

into the caufe of his death-, it appeared that he had been detected*

in ftealing fome tobacco from a garden in which he had been em-

ployed, and, on being threatened with punifhment, had abfconded..

He was confidered as a well-behaved man ; and as he appears to have

preferred death to fhame and punilhment, which he had indeedbeen;

heard to declare he did, and which his death feems to confirm,, hut-

inanity will deem him worthy of a better fate,.

The
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The total number of fick on the laft day of June was three hun-

dred and forty-nine.

The melancholy which dofed the month of June appeared un-

changed in the beginning of July. The morning generally opened

with depofiting in the burying-ground the miferable victims of the

night. Every exertion was made to get up the portable hofpital; but,

notwithstanding they had been afturedthat it had been put up in Lon-

don in a very few hours, they could not complete it until the 7th, when

it was inftantly filled with patients. On the 13th, there were four

hundred and eighty-eight perfons under medical treatment, at and

about the hofpital—a dreadful fick lift!

Such of the convi&s from the mips as were in a tolerable ftate of

health were fent to Rofe Hill, to be employed in agricultural and other

labour. A fubaltern's detachment from the New South Wales corps

was at the fame time fent there to affift the marine corps in perform-

ing the military duty. There alfo the Governor in the courfe of the

month laid down the lines for a regular town. The principal ftreet

was marked out to extend one mile, commencing near the landing-

place, and running in a direction Weft, to the foot of the riling

ground named Rofe Hill, on which his Excellency purpofed to erecl:

a fmall houfe for his own refidence whenever he mould vifit that

fettlement. On each fide of this ftreet, whofe width was to be two

hundred and five feet, huts were to be erected capable of containing

ten perfons each, and at the diftance of fixty feet from each other;

and garden ground for each hut was allotted in the rear. As the huts

were to he .built of fuch combuftible materials as wattles and plafter,

and to be covered with thatch, the width of the ftreet, and the dif-

tance that they wrere placed from each other, operated as an ufeful

precaution againft ,fire ; and by beginning on fo wide a fcale the in-

habitants of the town at fome future day would pofTefs their own ac-

commodations and comforts more readily, each upon his own allot-

ment, than if crowded into a fmaller {pace.

While
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While tbefe works were going on at Rofe Hill, the labouring con-

vicls at Sydney were employed in conftru&ing a new brick florehoufe,

discharging the tranfport?, and forming a road from the town to the

brick-kilns, for the greater eafe and expedition in the bring! ng-in

of bricks to the different buildings.

The ftores now wore a more refpedable appearance than they had done

for a long time. In addition to the provifions put on board the trans-

ports in England, Lieutenant Riou had forwarded by thofe fhips four

hundred tierces of beef and two hundred tierces of pork, which he

had faved from the wreck of the Guardian, and which they had the

fatisfa&ion to find were nothing the worfe for the accident which

befel her.

The Lady Juliana being found on infpe&ion to require fuch ex-

tenfive repairs as would too long delay the difpatching of the necef-

fary fupplies to Norfolk Illand, the Governor dire&ed the Surprife

tranfport and Juftinian ftoreuYip to proceed thither. The latter, how-

ever, being firft ready for fea, failed on the 28th, the Captain being

directed to follow his former orders after landing his ftores at Norfolk

Illand, and proceed to Canton to freight home with teas upon account

of Government. By this fhip the Governor fent difpatchesto the Se-

cretary of State. The Lady Juliana failed a day or two after for Can-

ton. From the extravagant price fet upon his goods by the mafler,

his mop had turned out badly j and it was laid that he took many ar-

ticles to fea which he mud of neceffity throw overboard before he

reached Canton.

The Governor had by thefe fhips difpatches from the Secretary of

State, containing, among other articles of information, inftru&ions re-

fpe&ing the granting of lands and the allotting of ground in town-

fhips. Soon after their arrival it was declared in public orders

:

That, in confequence ofthe aflurances that were given to the non-com-

mifiloned officers and men belonging to the detachment of marines, on

their embarking for New South Wales (that fuch of them as mould be-

have well fhould be allowed to quit the fervice on their return to England,

p or
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or be difcharged abroad upon the relief, and permitted to fettle in that

country), his Majefly had been gracioufly pleafed to direct the follow-]

ing terms to be held out as an encouragement to fuch non-cornmif-

fioned officers and private men of the marines as might be defirous

of becoming fettlers either at Port Jackfon, or in any of the iflands

comprifed within the government of the continent of New South

Wales, on the arrival of the corps raifed and intended for the fervice

of that country, and for their relief, viz,

To every non-commiffioned officer, an allotment of one hundred

and thirty acres of land, if (ingle; and one hundred and fifty, if

married.

To every private man, eighty acres of land, if fingle, one hundred,

if married ; and ten acres of land for each child at the time of grant-

ting the allotment ; free of all taxes, quit-rents, and other acknow-

ledgments, for the term of five years ; at the expiration of which

term to be liable to an annual quit-rent of one fhilling for every fifty

acres.

As a further acknowledgment, a bounty was offered of three

pounds per man to every non-commiffioned officer and private man

who would enlift in the new corps (to form a company to be officered

from the marines) ; and an allotment of double the above proportion

of land, if they behaved well for five years, to be granted them at the

expiration of that time ; the faid allotments not to be fubjecl; to any

or tax for ten years.

And at their difcharge, at either of the above periods, they were to

be fupplied with clothing and one year's provifions, with feed-grain,

tools, and implements of agriculture. The fervice of a certain num-

ber of convicts was to be affigned to them for their labour when they

could make it appear that they could feed and clothe them. In thefe

inftru&ions no mention was made of granting lands to officers ; and to

other perfons who might emigrate and be defirous of fettling in this

country, no greater proportion of land was to be allotted than what

was to be granted to a non-commiffioned officer of the marines.

Govern-
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Government, between every allotment, referved to itfelf a fpace

equal to the largeft grant,, on either fide, which, as Crown land, was
not to be granted, but leafed only to individuals for the term of
fourteen years.

Provilion was made for the chureh, by allotting in each town-
fhip, which mould be marked out, four hundred acres for the main-

tenance of a minifter; and half of that number was to be allotted for

the maintenance of a fchool-maRer. If the allotment mould, happea
to be made on the banks of an,y navigable river, care was to be takeu

that the breadth of each track did not extend along the banks more
than one-third of the length of fuch track, in order that no fettler

fhould engrofs more than his proportion of the benefit which would
accrue from fuch a fituation. And it was directed, that the good and-

the bad land mould be as equally divided as circumftances would allow..

The original inftru&ions (under which each male convict emanci-

pated or difcharged, if Tingle, was to have thirty, if married, fifty,,

and ten acres for every child that he might have at the time of
fettling,) remained in- force.

The particular conditions required by the Crown from a fettler

were, the refiding upon, the ground, proceeding to the improvement
and cultivation of his allotment, and referving fuch of the timber

thereof as might be fit for naval purpofes for the ufe of his

Majefty.

About the latter end of July a fpermaceti whale was feen in the

harbour, and fome boats went after it with harpoons
;

but, from the

ignorance of the people in the ufe of them, the fifh efcaped unhurt.

In a few days afterwards a punt belonging to one of the officers was

purfued by a whale and overfet
;
by which accident a midfhipman of

the Sirius and two foldiers were unfortunately drowned.

The fick lift now confifted of only three hundred and thirty-two

perfons, and was found to be daily decreafing : the mortality was in-

finitely lefs at the end than at the beginning of the month.

p 2 The
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The Surprife failed on thefirft of Auguft for Norfolk luand, having on

board thirty-five male and one hundred and fifty female convids, with

two fuperintendants, a deputy commiffiiry, and an affiftant-furgeon.

On the 8th of the month the Scarborough failed for Canton, and

the Neptune was preparing to follow her; when fome of the convids,

who had come out in that fhip, put in before the Judge-advocate

their claims upon the Matter, Mr. Donald Trail, not only for clothing

and other articles, but for money, which they dated to have been

taken from them at the time of their embarkation, and which had

never been reftored to them. Many of thefe claims were difputed by

Mr. Trail, and others were fettled to the fatisfadion of the claim-

ants ; but of their clothing, knives, , buckles, &c. he could give no

other account, than that he was directed by the naval agent to deflroy

them at their embarkation for obvious reafons, tending to the fafety of

the fhip and for the prefervation of their healths.

The Neptune failed on the 24th
;
previous to which, information

having been received that feveral convids purpofed making their 0*

cape from the colony in her, the Governor fent an armed party of

foldiers to fearch the fhip, when two men and one woman were

found concealed among the fire-wood. They were taken on more,

and the men punimed for their attempt.

An excurfion into the country had, in the courfe of the month, been

made by fome officers. They were abfent fix days ; and on their re-

turn reported, that they had proceeded in a direction S. S. W. of

Role Hill ; that they met with frefh water running to the north-

ward ; found the traces of natives wherever they went
;
paffed through

a very bad country, interfered every wdiere with deep ravines ; and

had reafon to think that in rainy weather the run of water which they

met with rofe above its ordinary level between thirty and forty feet.

They law a flock of emus, twelve in number.

It having been found that the arms and ammunition which were

cntrufied to the convids refiding at the diftant farms for their protec-

tion
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tion againft the natives, were made a very different ufe of, an order

was given, recalling them, and prohibiting any convicts from going

out with arms, except thofe who were licenfed game-killers.

The Clergyman complaining of non-attendance at divine fervice,

which, it muil be obferved, was generally performed in the open air,

alike un flickered from wind and rain, as from the fervour of the fum-

mer's fun, it was ordered that three pounds of flour mould be de-

ducted from the ration of each overfeer, and two pounds from that

of each labouring convict, who mould not attend prayers once on

each Sunday, unlefs fome reafonable excufe for their abfence fhould

be afligned.

In this month one convict was executed for meep-ftealing. The
prefervation of (lock was an object of fo much confequence to the

colony, that it had become indifpenfably neceflary to protect it by

every means in their power. Had any lenity been extended to this

offender, it might have been the caufe of many depredations being

made upon the flock, which it was hoped his punimment would pre-

vent.

The female convicts were now employed in making the flops for

the men, which had been fent out unmade. Each woman that could

work at her needle had materials for two fhirts given her at a

time
;
and, while fo employed, was not to be taken for any other

labour.

The ftorehoufe which was begun in July was finimed during this

month. Its dimenfions were, one hundred feet by twenty-two.

At Rofe Hill the convicts were employed in conflructing the new

town which had been marked out, building the huts, and forming the

principal ftreet. The Governor, who perfonally directed all thefe

works, caufed a fpot of ground for a capacious garden to be allotted

for the ufe of the New South Wales corps, contiguous to the fpot

whereon his Excellency meant to erect barracks for that corps.

The whale that occafioned the overturning of a boat, by which

three lives were loft, had never found its way out of the harbour^

but,
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but, getting on fhore in Manly Bay, was killed by the natives, and

was the caufe of numbers of them being affembled to partake of the

repafts which it afforded them.

Since the efcape of Bennillong, the native, in May, nothing had

been heard of him, nor had any thing worthy of notice occurred

among the other natives. In the beginning of September, they wTere

brought forward again by a circumftance which feemed at firfl to

threaten the colony with a lofs that muft have been for fome time

feverely felt ; but which was fucceeded by an opening of that ami-

cable intercourfe with thefe people which the Governor had always

laboured to eftablifh, and which was at laft purchafed by a mod
unpleafant accident to himfelf, and at the rifk of his life.

Governor Phillip, who had uniformly direded every undertaking in

perfon fince the formation of the colony, went down in the morning

of the 7th to the South Head, accompanied by two officers, to give

fome inftrudions to the people employed in erecting a column at

that place. As he was returning to the fettlement, he received infor-

mation, by a boat which had landed fome gentlemen in the lower

part of the harbour, who were going on an excurfion to Broken Bay,

that Bennillong had been feen there by them, and had fent the

Governor, as a prefent, a piece'of the whale which was then lying in

the warn of the furf on the beach. Anxious to fee him again, the

Governor, after taking fome arms from the party at the Look-out
(which he thought the more requifite in this vifit, as he heard that the

cove was full of natives), went down and landed at the place where
the whale was lying. There he not only faw Bennillong, but Cole-be

alfo, who had made his efcape from the Governor's houfe a few
days after his capture. At firft his Excellency trufted himfelf alone
with thefe people ; but the few months that Bennillong had been away
had fo altered his perfon, that the Governor, until joined by his

companions, did not perfectly recoiled his old acquaintance. This
native had been always much attached to Captain Collins, one of
ibe gentlemen then with the Governor, and teftified with much

wrarmth
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warmth his fatisfaction at feeing him again. Several articles of

wearing apparel were given to him and his companions (taken for

that purpofe from the people in the boat, bat who, all but one man,

remained on their oars to be ready in cafe of any accident) ; and a

promife was exacted from his Excellency by Bennillong to return in

two days with more, and alfo with fome hatchets or tomahawks. The
cove was full of natives allured by the attractions of a whale-feaft ; and

it being remarked, during the conference, that twenty or thirty of them

were drawing into a circle round the Governor and his friends (who

had mod inexcufably expofed themfelves), the Governor propofed re-

tiring to the boat by degrees ; but Bennillong, who had prefented to

him feveral natives by name, pointed out one, whom the Governor,

thinking to take particular notice of, ftepped forward to meet, holding

out both his hands towards him; The lavage not understanding this

civility, and perhaps thinking that he was going to feize him as a

prifoner, lifted a fpear from the grafs with his foot, and, fixing it on

his throwing- flick, in an inftant darted it at the Governor. The

fpear entered a little above the collar-bone, and had been difcharged

with fuch force that the barb of it came through on the other fide.

Several other fpears were thrown, but happily no further mifchief was

effected. The fpear was with difficulty broken by one of the gentle-

men prefent ; and while the Governor was walking down to the

boat the people landed with the arms j but of four mufquets which

they brought on more one only could be fired.

The boat had five miles to row before it reached the fettlement

;

but, the people in her exerting themfelves to the utmoft, the Governor

was in his houfe in fomething lefs than two hours. The fpear

was extracted with much fkili by one of the affiftant-furgeons, who

immediately pronounced the wound not mortal.

No other motive could be ailigned for this conduct in the favage^

than the fuppofed apprehenfion tha^fome ill was intended him by the

Governor ; but it certainly would not have happened had the pre-

caution of taking even a fingle mufket on fhore been attended to.
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The Governor had always placed too great a confidence in thefe

people, under an idea that the fight of fire-arms would deter them

from approaching ; he had now, however, been taught a leffoa

which, it might be prefumed, he would never forget.

This accident gave caufe to the opening of a communication be-

tween the natives and the fettlement ;
which, although attended with

fuch an unpromifing beginning, it was hoped would be followed with

good confequences.

A few days after the accident, Bennlllong, who certainly had not

any culpable fhare in the tranfa&ion, came with his wife and fome

of his companions to a cove on the North more not far from the

fettlement ; where, by means of Boo-roong, the female who lived

in the Clergyman's houfe, an interview was effected between the

natives and fome officers, who, at confiderable perfonal rifk, went over

with her.

At this time the name of the man who wounded the Governor

was firft known to be Wil-le-me-ring ; and Bennillong made many
attempts to fix a belief that he had beaten him feverely for the

aggreffion. Bennillong declared, that he would wait in that fitua-

tion for fome days, and hoped that the Governor would be able, be-

fore the expiration of them, to vifit him. On the tenth day after he

had received the wound, his Excellency was fo far recovered as to go
to the place, accompanied by feveral officers, all armed. Here he faw

Bennillong and his companions. Bennillong repeated the affurances

of his having, in conjunction with his friend Cole-be, feverely beaten

Wil-le-me-ring, and added, that his throwing the fpear at the Go-
vernor was entirely the effect of his fears, and done from the impulfe

of felf-prefervation.

The day preceding the Governor's vifit, the fifhing boats had the

greateft fuecefs that had yet been met
, with ; near four thoufand of

a fifh, named by the inhabitants, from its fhape only, the falmon,

being taken at two hauls of the feine. Each fifth weighed on an
average about five pounds; they were iflued both at Port Jackfon

and
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and Rofe Hill ; and between thirty and forty were fent as a con-

ciliating prefent to Bennillong and his party on the North more.

Thefe circumflances, and the vifit to the natives, in which it was

endeavoured to convince them that no animofity was retained on ac-

count of the late accident, nor refentment harboured againrt any but

the actual perpetrator of the fact, created a variety in the converfation

of the day ; and thofe who were defirous of acquiring the language

were glad of the opportunity which the recently-opened intercourfe

feemed to promife them.

In the night of the 26th, a defertion of an extraordinary nature

took place. Five male convids conveyed themfelves, in a fmall flat

boat called a punt, from Rofe Hill, undifcovered. .They here ex-

changed the punt for a boat, though very fmall and weak, with a

maft and fail, with which they got out of the harbour. On fending

to Rofe Hill, people were found who could give an account of their

intentions and proceedings, and who knew that they purpofed fleer-

ing for Otaheite, having each taken provifions for one week, their

clothes and bedding, three iron pots, and fome other utenfils of that

nature. They had all come out in the lad fleet, and took this method

of fpeedily accomplishing their fentences of tranfportation, which were

for the term of their natural lives. A boat was fent in fearch, buf.

returned without difcovering the lead trace of them. They, no doubt,

had puttied directly out upon that ocean which, from the wretched

ftate of the boat wherein they trufted themfelves, muft have proved

their grave.

The Governor purpofing to erect a capacious ftorehoufe and a range

of barracks at Role Hill, a convict, who underftood the bufmefs of

brick-making, was fent up for the purpofe of manufacturing a quan-

tity fufficient for thofe buildings ; a vein of clay having been found

which it was fuppofed would burn into good bricks. A very conve-

nient wharf and landing-place were made at that fettlement, and

twenty-feven huts were in great forwardnefs at the end of the

month.

o_ Very
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Very flight hopes were entertained of the wheat of this feafon ; for

extremely dry weather was daily burning it up. Toward the latter

end of the month fome rain fell, the firft that had deferved the name

of rain fi nee June : but the little which now fell foon ceafed ; and in

October the gardens and the corn grounds were again parching for

want of moifture. The grafs in the woods was fo dried, that a fingle

fpark would have fet the furrounding country in flames ; an inftance,

of this did happen early in the month, with the wind blowing ftrong

at N. W. The fire was, however, happily checked.

G'HAPo.
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CHAP. VII.

NATIVES,-— THE SUPPLY RETURNS FROM BATAVIA.—TRANSACTIONS THERE.

CRIMINAL COURTS. A BOAT WITH FIVE PEOPLE LOST.— PUBLIC WORKS*

—A CONVICT WOUNDED BY A NATIVE.—ARMED PARTIES SENT OUT TO'

AVENGE HIM.—A DUTCH VESSEL ARRIVES WITH SUPPLIES FROM BATAVIA,

-—DECREASE BY SICKNESS AND CASUALTIES IN 1790. A NATIVE KILLED.

—SIGNAL COLOURS STOLEN. THE SUPPLY SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND.

PUBLIC WORKS. — TERMS OFFERED FOR THE HIRE OF THE DUTCH SNOW TO

ENGLAND.—THE SUPPLY RETURNS WITFI CAPT. HUNTER FROM NORFOLK.

ISLAND. TRANSACTIONS. THE SUPPLY SAILS AGAIN FOR NORFOLK

ISLAND, AND THE WAAKSAMHEYD FOR ENGLAND.—WILLIAM BRYANT

AND OTHER CONVICTS ESCAPE.—RATION REDUCED.—ORDERS RESPECT-

ING MARRIAGE.—PORT REGULATIONS.

gENNILLONG, after appointing feveral days to vifit the Governor,

at laft made his appearance, attended by three of his companions.

The welcome reception which they met with from every one who
faw them, infpired the ftrangers with fuch a confidence in their enter-

tainers, that the vifit was foon repeated ; and at length Bennillong

folicited the Governor to build him a hut at the extremity of the

eaftern point of the cove. This the Governor, who was very defirous

of preferving the friendly intercourfe which now fubfifted, readily pro-

mi fed, and gave the neceffary directions for its being built.

While they were thus amufmg themfelves with thefe children of

ignorance, the fignal for a fail was made at the South head ; and

fhortly after the Supply anchored in the cove from Batavia, having

been abfent from the fettlement fix months and two days. Lieu-

tenant Ball had arrived at Batavia on the 6th of July, where he

hired a veffel, a Dutch fnow, which was to fail fhortly after him

with the provifions that he had purchafed for the colony. While

2 th©
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the Supply lay at Batavia the feafon was more unhealthy than had

ever been known before ;
every hofpital was full, and feveral hun-

dreds of the inhabitants had died. Lieutenant Ball, at this grave of

Europeans, buried his lieutenant, his gunner, and feveral of his fea-

men. He had tried for fome days to touch at Norfolk Ifland, but

ineffectually, being prevented by an eafierly wind.

By the return of this veffel feveral comforts were introduced into

the fettlement ; her commander having paid the kindeft attention to

the wants of the officers by procuring their refpeCtive inveftments.

In his paffage to Batavia, Lieutenant Ball had feen fome iflands ; to

which, conjefturing,, from not finding them in any charts which he

had on board, that he might claim being the difcoverer of them, he

gave names accordingly. Although anxious to make an expeditious

paffage, he had the mortification to be baffled by contrary winds both

to and from Batavia ; and at that fettlement, inftead of finding trie

Governor-general (to whom in his orders he was directed to apply
for permiflion to purchafe provifions, and for a fhip to bring them)
ready to forward the fervice that he came upon, which he reprefented

as requiring the utmoft expedition, he was referred to the Sabandhaar,
Mr. N. Engelhard, who, after much delay and; pretence of difficulty

in procuring a veffel, produced one, a fnow, which they eftimated at

three hundred and fifty tons burthen, and demanded to be paid for,

her at the rate of eighty rix-dollar$ for every ton freight, amounting
together to twenty-eight thoufand rix-dollars, each rix-dollar being
computed at forty-eight Dutch pennies; and the freight was. to be
paid although the veffel mould be loft, on the paffage.

As it was impoffible to hire any veffel there upon more reafonable
terms, Lieutenant Ball was compelled to engage the one offered. Of
the provifions that he was inftruded to procure, the whole quantity
of flour (two hundred thoufand pounds) was not , to be had, he being
able to purchafe only twenty thoufand and twenty-one pounds, for
which they charged ten ftivers per pound ; an addition of about one-
third of a penny per pound was charged for grinding it, making, with

the
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the charge for the leagers which contained it, and exclufive of the

freight, every pound of flour cofl as nearly as poffible ten-pence

three farthings. To make up the deficiency in the flour, Lieutenant

Ball purchafed two hundred thoufand pounds of rice, at one rix-dollar

and forty-four {livers per hundred weight, over and above the feventy

thoufand pounds that he had been directed to procure. The fait pro-

vifions were paid for at the rate of feven {livers per pound ; and the

amount of the whole cargo, including caflcs, wood for dunnage, hire

of cooleys, and of craft for {hipping the provisions, made a total of

fifty- eight thoufand four hundred and forty-one rix dollars and thirty-

three {livers, or 1 1 ,688 1- fterlingv

The criminal court had been twice affembled during the month of

October, when feveral were tried for felony j two of whom, old and

hardened offenders, were executed.

Early in November the weather evidently became warmer every

day; and although the trees had never wholly loft their foliage, yet

they gave manifeft figns of returning fpring.

A fmall boat which had been fent out with a feine was loft fome*

where about Middle Head. She had five convicts in her ; and from

the reports of the natives, who were witneftes of the accident, it was

fuppofed that they had crofted the harbour's mouth, and, having

hauled the feine in Hunter's Bay, were returning loaded, when,

getting-in too clofe with the rocks and the furf under Middle

Head, {he filled and went down. The firft information that any

accident had happened was given by the natives, who had fecured

the rudder, the mail, an oar, and other parts of the boat, which

they had fixed in fuch fituations as were likely to render them

confpicuous to any boat pafling that way. Some gentlemen going

down foon after found their information too true. One of the bodies-

was lying dead upon the beach.

This appeared to be a {hiking inftance of the good effed of the

ilitercourfe which, had been opened with thefe people ; and there

feemed wanting only a good underftanding between the parties to

eftabliJk
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eftablifh that harmony which might prove productive of the beft con-,

fequences, and would, moft probably, had it earlier commenced, have

been the means of preventing many of the unfortunate accidents

which had happened. The Governor, however, thought it neceffary

to direct; that offenfive weapons fhould not be given to thefe people

in exchange for any of their articles ; being apprehenfive that they

might ufe them among themfelves, and not wifhing by any means to

arm them againft each other,

A ftorehoufe had been erected at Rofe Hill during this month ; the

dimenfions of which were one hundred feet by twenty-four. The
bricks there, either from fome error in the procefs, or defect in the

clay, were not fo good as thofe made at Sydney. In their colour

they were of a deep red when burned, but did not appear to be

durable,

At Sydney, a good landing-place on the Eaft fide was completed
;

and two fmall brick huts, one for a cutler's mop, and another for the

purpofe of boiling oil or melting tallow, were built on the fame fide.

A wharf was alfo marked out on the Weft fide, which was to be car-

ried far enough out into deep water to admit of the loaded hoy
coming along-fide at any time of the tide. The hut, a brick one
twelve feet fquare and covered with tiles,, was finiflied for Bennillong,
and taken pofTeflion of by him.

The temporary barrack which had been erected within the redoubt
at Rofe Hill going faft to decay, the foundation of a range of brick
buildings for the officers and foldiers ftationed there was laid early in
December. The Governor fixed the fituation contiguous to the ftore-
houfe lately ereded there, to which they might ferve as a protection.
They were defigned as quarters for one company, with the proper
number of officers, a guard-room, and two fmall ftore-rooms.
On the ioth of December a convia, employed by Governor Phillip

to fhoot for him, was dangeroufly wounded by a native named
Pe-mul-wy* while in queft of game at fome confiderable diftance in

# His name was readily obtained from thofe natives who vifited the fettkment.

the
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the woods. When brought in, he declared, and at a time when he

thought himfelf dying, that he did not give any offence to the man
who wounded him ; that he had even quitted his arms, to induce

him to look upon him as a friend, when the favage threw his fpear at

about the diftance of ten yards, with a fkill that was fatally unerring.

When the fpear was extracted (which was not till fuppuration took

place) it was found to have entered his body under the left arm, to

the depth of feven inches and a half, and was armed for live or fix:

inches from the point with ragged pieces of fhells fattened in gum.

His recovery was pronounced by the furgeon to be very doubtful.

As the attack on this man appeared to have been wanton and en-

tirely unprovoked, not only from the fufferer's own relation of the

circumftance, 4)ut from the account of thofe who were with him, and

who bore teftimony to his being unarmed, the Governor determined

to punifh the offender, who, it was underftood, reforted with his

tribe above the head of Botany Bay, He therefore directed that an

armed party from the garrifon fhould march thither, and either deftroy

or make prifoners of fix perfons (if practicable) of that tribe to

which the aggreffor belonged, carefully avoiding to offer any injury

to either women or children. To this meafure his Excellency reforted

with reluctance. He had always wifhed that none of their blood

might be fried; and in his own cafe, when wounded by the native,

as he could not punifh him on the fpot," he gave up all thoughts of

doing it in future. As, however, they feemed to take every advantage

of unarmed men, fome check appeared abfolutely neceffary. Accord-

ingly a party, confiding of two captains, with two fubakerns, three

fergeants, two corporals, one drummer, and forty privates, attended

by two furgeons, fet off with three days' provifions for the purpofe

above-mentioned.

There was little probability that fuch a party would be able fo un-

expectedly to fall in with the people whom they were fent to punifh,

a.s to furprife them, without which chance they might hunt them in

ihe woods for ever ; and as the different tribes were not to be diftin.-

I

guiihedi
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guifhed from each other, but by being found inhabiting particular

refidences, there would be fome difficulty in determining, if any na-

tives mould fall in their way, whether they were the obje&s of their

expedition, or fome unoffending family wholly unconne&ed with

them. The very circumftance, however, of a party being armed and

detached purpofely to punifh the man and his companions who had

wounded a white man, was likely to have a good effedt^ as it was

well known to feveral natives, who were at this time in the town of

Sydney, that this was the intention with which they were fent out.

On the third day after their departure they returned without having

hurt a native, or made a prifoner. They had feen fome at the head

of Botany Bay, and fired at them, but without doing any injury.

Whenever the party was feen by the natives, they fled with incredible

fwiftnefs ; nor had a fecond attempt, which the Governor directed,

any better fuccefs.

The Governor, now determining to avail himfelf as much as poffible

of the health and ftrength of the working convicts, while by the en-

joyment of a full ration they were capable of exertion, refolved to

proceed with fuch public buildings as he judged to be neceffary for

the convenience of the different fettlements. Accordingly, the foun-

dation of another ftorehoufe was laid, equal in dimenfions and in a

line with that already ere&ed on the Eaft fide of the cove at Sydney.
On the 17th the Dutch fnow the Waaldamheyd anchored in the

cove from Batavia, having left that place on the 20th of September,
and met on her pafTage with contrary winds. She had been manned
principally with Malays, fixteen of whom fhe buried during the
pafTage.

The mafter produced a packet from the Sabandhaaf (his owner) at

Batavia, inclofing two letters to the Governor ; one was written in

very good EngliOi, containing fuch particulars refpeding the veffel as

he judged it for his intereft to communicate; the other, which was
defigned to convey fuch information as he poiTefled receding Euro-
pean politics, being written in Dutch, unfortunately proved unintel-

9 Hgible
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ligible; and the Governor could only gather from the matter (who

fpoke bad Englifh), that a mifunderftanding fubfifted between Great

Britain and Spain ; but on what account could not be diftindly

collected.

On the firrl working day after her arrival, the people were em-

ployed in delivering the cargo from the fnow. The quantity of rice

brought in her was found to be fhort of that purchafed and paid for

by Lieutenant Ball, by forty-two thoufand nine hundred weight ; and

the Governor confented to receive in lieu one pound of butter (the

matter having a quantity of that article) for eighteen pounds of rice.

This deficiency h^d been afcertained by weighing all the provifions

that were landed ; a proceeding in which the matter acquiefced with

much reluctance and fome impertinence.

The numbers who died by ficknefs in the year 1790 were, two

feamen, one foldier, one hundred and twenty-three male convi&s,

feven females, and ten children.

In the above time, four male convicts were executed ; one mid-

fhipman, two foldiers, and fix male convicts, were drowned ; one

convict perifhed in the woods, and two abfconded
; making a total

decreafe of one hundred and fifty-nine perfons.

January 1 791. The Indian corn beginning to ripen at Rofe Hill,

the convicts commenced their depredations, for which feveral were pu-

nilhed ; but nothing feemed to deter them, and they now committed

thefts as if they ftole from principle ; for at this time they received the

full ration, in which no difference was made between them and the

Governor, or any other free perfon in the colony. On the arri-

val of the Dutch provifions, the Governor had altered the ration,

and caufed five pounds of rice to be iffued in lieu of four pounds of

flour.

Information having been received, that fome natives had thrown a

fpear or fiz-gig at a convict: in a garden on the weft fide, where

they had met together to fteal potatoes, an armed party was fent to

diiperfe them ; when a club being thrown by one of the natives at

E thg
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the party, the latter fired, and one man was wounded. This circum-

ftance was at firft only furmifed, on tracing a quantity of blood from

the fpot to the water ; but in a few days afterwards the natives in the

town told the name of the wounded man, and added, that he was

then dead, and to be found in a cove which they mentioned. On
going to the place, a favage, well known in the town fince the inter-

courfe between them and the inhabitants had been opened, was found

dead, and difpofed of for burning. He had been fhot under the arm,

and the furgeon was of opinion that he had bled to death.

It was much to be regretted, that any neceffity exifted for adopting

thefe fanguinary punifhments ; and that they had not been yet able to

reconcile thefe people to the deprivation of thofe parts of this harbour

occupied by the Englifh ; but while they entertained the idea of the

Englifh having difpoffefTed them of their refidences, they mu ft always

confider them as enemies ; and upon this principle would make a point

of attacking them whenever opportunity and fafety concurred. It was
alfo unfortunately found, that the knowledge yet obtained by our
people of the language of the country was not fufficient to convey an
idea in connected terms. It was likewife believed by fome of the

inhabitants of Port Jackfon, that thofe natives who came occafionally

into the town, did not defire that any of the other tribes fhould par-

ticipate in the enjoyment of the few trifles which they procured. If

this were true, it would for a long time retard the general underftanding
of the friendly intentions toward them ; and it was not improbable,

that they might for the fame reafon reprefent the white people in a
very unfavourable light.

It had been the cuftom to leave the fignal colours during the day
at the flag-ftafT on the fouth head; at which place they were feen by
fome of the natives, who, watching their opportunity, ran away with
them, and they were afterwards feen divided among them in their

canoes, and ufed as coverings.

On the 22d, the Supply failed for Norfolk Ifland, with fome pro-
vifions for that fettlement. Lieutenant Ball labouring under a fevere

illnefsy
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illnefs, the mafter was directed by the Governor to take charge of the

veffel until Mr. Ball mould be able to refume the command.

On the 2 2d, the man employed to {hoot for the Governor expired

of the wound that he had received from the native. On opening the

body, the fpear appeared to have wounded the left lobe of the lungs,

which was found adhering to the fide. In the cavity were difcovered

fome of the pieces of {lone and ihells with which the weapon had

been armed. This man had been fufpected of having wantonly killed

or wounded feveral of the natives in the courfe of his excursions after

game ; but he Readily denied, from the time when he was brought

in, to his laft moment of life, having ever fired at them but once, and

then merely in defence of his own life.

At Rofe Hill, great progrefs was made in the building of the new
barrack?.

At Sydney, the public works in hand were, building the new flore-

hcufe, and two brick houfes, one. for the clergyman, and the other

for the furveyor-general.

The mader of the Dutch fnow having received inflrucYions from

his owner, the Sabandhaar at Batavia, to offer the veffel to the Go-
vernor, either for fale or for hire, after {he fhould be cleared of her

cargo, mentioned the circumftance to his Excellency, and propofed

to him to fell the veffel, with all her furniture and provifions, for the

fum of thirty-three thoufand rix-dollars, or to let her on hire at fifteen

rix-dollars per ton per month ; in either of which cafes a paffage was

to be provided for his people to the Cape of Good Hope. The Go-
vernor was defirous of fending this veffel to England with the officers

and people of the Sirius ; but it was impoffible to clofe with either of

thefe offers, and he rejected them. Her mafter therefore dropped the

veffel down to the lower part of the harbour, faying that he fhould

fail immediately
;
however, to try the fuccefs of other propofals, he

wrote to the Governor's Secretary, offering to let the veffel for the

voyage to England for twenty thoufand rix-dollars
; ftipulating, that

thirty thoufand rix-dollars fliould be paid for her in the event of her

R 2 being
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being loft ; the crew to be landed at the Cape, and himfelf to be fur-

niflied with a paffage to England. On receiving this fecond offer,

his Excellency informed him, that, inftead of his propofal, one pound

fterling per ton per month mould be given for the hire of the fnow,

to be paid when the voyage fhould be completed. With this offer,

the mafter, notwithftanding his having quitted the cove on his firft

terms being rejected, declared himfelf fatisfied, and directly returned

to the cove, faluting with five guns on his coming to an anchor.

After fome delay, occafioned by the perverfenefs and ignorance

of this man, the charter-party was finally fettled ; he confenting to

be paid for only three hundred tons, inftead of three hundred and

fifty, for which fhe had been impofed upon Lieutenant Ball at

Batavia.

The Supply, after an abfence of five weeks, returned from Nor-

folk Ifland, having on board Captain Hunter, with the officers and

people of the Sirius. They brought a confirmation that the fears

which had been entertained of the diftrefled fituation of that fettle-

ment had been too well founded. The fupply of provifions which
was difpatched in the Juftinian and Surprize reached them at a critical

point of time, there being in ftore on the 7th of Auguft, when they

appeared off the ifland, provifions but for a few days at the ration

then iflued, which was three pounds of flour and one pint of rice
5

or, in lieu of flour, three pounds of Indian meal or of wheat, ground,

and not feparated from the hufks or the bran. Their fait provifions

were fo nearly expended, that while a bird or a fifli could be procured

no fait meat was iflued. The weekly ration of this article was only

one pound and a half of beef, or feventeen ounces of pork. What
their fituation might have been but for the providential fupply of birds

that they met with, it is impoflible to fay; to themfelves it had
appeared too big with calamity to be contemplated .without terror.

On Mount Pitt they were fortunate enough to obtain, in an abundance
almoft incredible, a fpecies of aquatic birds, anfwering the defcription

©f that known by the name of the Puffin* Thefe birds came in from

the
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the fea every evening, in clouds literally darkening the air, and, de-

fcending on Mount Pitr, depofited their eggs in deep holes made by

themfelves in the ground, generally quitting them in the morning, and

returning to feek their fubfiftence in the fea. From two to three

thoufand of thefe birds were often taken in a night. Their feeking.

their food in the ocean left no doubt of their own flefh partaking of

the quality of that upon which they fed ; but to people circumftanced

as were the inhabitants on Norfolk Illand, this leffened not their im-

portance ; and while any Mount Pitt birds were to be had, they

were eagerly fought. The knots of the pine tree, fplit and made into

fmall bundles, afforded the miferable occupiers of a fmall fpeck in

the ocean fufficient light to guide them through the woods, in

fearch of what was to ferve them for their next day's meal. They

were alfo fortunate enough to have loft but a few cafks of the pro-

vifions which had been brought to the illand in the Sirius, by far the

greater part being got fafely on more ; but fo hazardous was at all

times the landing in Sydney Bay, that, in difcharging the two mips,

the large cutter belonging to the Sirius was loft upon the reef, as fhe

was coming in with a load of cafks, and fome women
;
by which

accident, two feamen of the Sirius, three women, one child (an

infant at the breaft, whofe mother got fafe on fhore), and one male

convicl: who fwam off to their affiftance, were unfortunately drowned*

The weather, notwithstanding this accident, was fo favourable at other

times, that in one day two hundred and ninety cafks were landed from

the mips.

The experience of three years had now {hewn, that the fummer

was the only proper feafon for fending ftores and provifions to Nor-

folk Ifland, as during that period the paffage through the reef had

been found as good, and the landing as practicable, as in any cove

in Port Jackfon. But this was by no means certain or conftant; for

the furf had been obferved to rife when the fea beyond it was per-

fectly calm, and without the fmalleft indication of any change in>

the weather. A gale of wind at a diftance from the ifland would

7 fuddenly
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fuddenly occafion fuch a fvvell, that landing would be either dan-

gerous or impracticable.

The people of the Sinus had, during their ftay at Norfolk Ifland,

under the direction of Captain Hunter, been moh: ufefully and fuc-

cefsfully employed in removing feveral rocks which obstructed the

pafiage through the reef; and a correct furvey of the ifland had been

made by Lieutenant Bradley, by which many dangers had been dis-

covered, that until then had been unknown.

One hundred and fourteen acres of land had been cleared fince

the arrival of the Lieutenant-governor ; but the crops of maize and

wheat, which had worn a very promifing appearance, were not only

retarded by too dry a feafon, but infefted by myriads of grubs and

caterpillars, which deftroyed every thing they touched.

Two pieces of very coarfe canvas, manufactured at Norfolk Ifland,

were lent to Governor Phillip ; but unlefs better could be produced

from the looms than thefe fpecimens, little expectation was to be

formed of this article ever anfwering even the common culinary pur.

pofes to which canvas can be applied.

Thofe officers who had paffed fome time in both fettlements re-

marked, that the air of Norfolk Ifland was fomewhat cooler than that

of Sydney; every breeze that blew being, from its infular fituation,

felt there.

Martial law continued in force until the fupplies arrived ; and of

the general demeanor of the convicts during that time report fpoke

favourably.

The Lady Juliana, paffing the ifland in her way to China, was the

firlt fhip that was feen
;

but, to the inexpreflible difappointment

and diftrefs of thofe who faw her, as well as to the furprife of all

who heard the circumftance, the mailer did not fend a boat on iliore.

Nor were they relieved from their anxiety until two days had paffed,

when the other fhip arrived.

This was the fubftance of the information received from Norfolk

Ifland. From an exact furvey which had been made,itwascomputed, that

not
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not more than between three and four hundred families could be main-

tained from the produce of the ifland ; and that even from that num-

ber in the courfe of twenty years many would be obliged to emigrate.

In addition to the other works in hand during the month of Fe-

bruary, the furveyor was employed in clearing and deepening the run

of water which fupplied the fettlement at Sydney, and which, through

the long drought, was at this time very low, although ftill fufficient

for the confumption of the place. Frefh water was indeed every

where very fcarce, mod of the dreams or runs about the cove being

dried up.

At Rofe Hill, the heat on the tenth and eleventh of the month, on

which days at Sydney the thermometer flood in the (hade at 105
0

, was

fo exceffive (being much increafed by the fire in the adjoining woods),

that immenfe numbers of the large fox bat were feen hanging at the

boughs of the trees, and dropping into the water, which, by their

ftench, was rendered unwholefome. They had been obferved for fome

days before regularly taking their flight in the morning from the north-

ward to the fouthward, and returning in the evening. .During the

exceffive heat many dropped dead while on the wing ; and it was

remarkable, that thofe which were picked up were chiefly males. In

feveral parts of the harbour the ground was covered with different

forts of fmall birds, fome dead, and others gafping for water.

The relief of the detachment at Rofe Hill took place on one of thofe

fultry days ; and the officer, having occafion to land in fearch of wa-

ter, was compelled to walk feveral miles before any could be found,

the runs which were known being all dry : in his way to and from

the boat, he found a number of birds dropping dead at his feet. The
wind was about north-weft, and did much injury to the gardens,

burning up every thing before it. Thofe perfons whofe bufinefs com-
pelled them to go into the heated air declared, that it was impoffible

to turn the face for five minutes to the quarter from whence the wind
blew.

The
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The greater! height of the thermometer during this month was

8 a. m. 2 p. m. io p. m.

90 I05 84

The lead of ditto 62 64 61

Towards the latter end of March the officers and feamen of the

Sirius were embarked on board the fnow, to return to England. Of

thefe, ten feamen and two marines chofe rather to fettle in that

country than return to their own. The majority of them had formed

connections with women, for whofe fake they confented to embrace

a mode of life for which the natural reftleflhefs of a failor's difpofition

was but ill calculated. This motive, it is true, they difavowed ; but

one of the ftipulations which they were defirous of making for them-

felves, being the indulgence of having the women who had before

lived with them permitted ftill to do fo, and it appearing not the lead

important article in their confederation, feemed a flrong prefumption

that it was the companion, not the country, which had influenced

their decifion. Allotments of fixty acres each were marked out for

them as fettlers at Sydney or Norfolk Ifland, according as they made
their choice.

The Supply was now ready to fail for Norfolk Ifland ; and on the

2 1 ft of March, one captain, two fubalterns, one ferjeant, one cor-

poral, one drummer, and eighteen privates of the New South Wales

corps, embarked onboard her, to relieve a part of the marine detach-

ment doing duty there. On the following morning fhe failed, carry-

ing an inftrument under the hand and feal of the Governor, reftoring

to the rights and privileges of a free man John Afcott, a convict at

Norfolk Ifland, who had rendered himfelf very confpicuous by his

exertions in preventing the Sirius from being burnt foon after fhe was
wrecked.

On the 28th the Waakfamheyd tranfport failed for England, having

-on board Captain Hunter, with the officers and crew of His Majefty's

late fhip Sirius.

In
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In the courfe of the night of the 28th, a convict of the name of

Bryant, whofe term of tranfportation, according to his own account,

had recently expired, eluded the watch that was kept upon him, and

made his efcape, together with his wife and two children (one an

infant at the breaft), and feven other convicts, in a fifhing-boat. Their

flight was not difcovered until they had been feveral hours without

the heads.

They were traced from Bryant's hut to the Point ; and in the path

were found a hand-faw, a fcale, and four or five pounds of rice,

fcattered about in different places, which it was evident they had

dropped in their hafte. A feine belonging to government was like-

wife found, which, being too large for Bryant's purpofe, he had

exchanged for a fmaller that he had made for an officer.

As foon as it was known in the fettlement that Bryant had got out

of reach, information was given that Detmer Smith, the matter of the

fnow from Batavia, had fold him a compafs and a quadrant, and had

furnifhed him with a chart, together with fuch information as wTould

affift him in his paffage to the northward. Though Bryant had for fome

time been fufpected of intending to efcape when opportunity offered,

yet fuch had been the addrefs writh which he had conducted himfelf,

that at this period his motions had been lefs attended to than ufual.

Moft of his companions were connected with female convicts ; but if

they knew of their intention they were too faithful to thole whom
they lived with to reveal it. Yet, had thefe women been bound to

them by any ties of affection, fear for their fafety, or the diflike to

part, would furely have induced fome of them to defeat an enterprife

fo hazardous, and to a thinking mind fo hopelefs ; we mud therefore

conclude, that either thefe women were ignorant of the plan, or that,

not having any intereft either in their flight or in their remaining,

they were filent on the fubject. For one young woman a letter was

found from one of the adventurers, conjuring her to relinquifh the

purfuit of thofe vices which, he told her, prevailed in the fettlement,

leaving her what little property he did not take with him, and affign-
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ing as a reafon for his flight the feverity of his fituation, being trans-

ported for life, without the profpecT of any mitigation, or hope of ever

quitting the country, but by the means that he was about to adopt.

It was conjedured that they would fleer for Timor, or Batavia, as

their affiftance and information were derived from the Dutch fnow.

The depredations at Rofe Hill were now fo frequent and extenfive,

that it became abfolutely neceffary to punifh fuch offenders as were

dete&ed with a feverity that might deter others : to this end, iron

collars of feven pounds weight were ordered as a punifhment for flagrant

offenders, who were alfo linked together by a chain, without which

precaution they would ftill have continued to plunder the public

grounds. The baker at that fettlement abfconded with a quantity of

flour with which he had been intrufled, belonging to the military on

duty there, and other perfons. It muft be remarked, however, that

all thefe thefts were for procuring provifions, and that offences of any

other tendency were very feldom heard of.

Some time in March, James Rufe, the firft fettler in this country,

^vho had been upon his ground about fifteen months, declared himfelf

defirous of relinquifhing his claim to any further provifions from the

ftore, faying that he was able to fupport himfelf by the produce of his

farm.

The fupplies of provifions which had been received in the laft year

not warranting the continuing any longer at the ration now iffiied,

the governor thought it expedient to make a reduction of flour, rice,

and fait provifions: accordingly, early in April each man, woman,
and child above ten years of age, was to receive

3 pounds of flour, i pound taken off

;

3 pounds of rice, ditto
;

3 pounds of pork, ditto
;

or when beef was ferved4 pounds, 2 ditto.

A fmall proportion was to be given to children under ten years of

age. Of this allowance, the flour was the beft article ; the rice was
found to be full of weevils ; the pork ill-flavoured, rufty, and fmoked

;

and
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sind the beef was lean, and (being cured with fpices) truly unpala-

table. Much of both thefe articles, when they came to be drefTed, could

not be ufed
; and, being the belt that could be procured at Batavia, no

inclination was excited by thefe fpecimens to try that market again.

It having been reported to the Governor, that Bryant had been

heard frequently to exprefs, what was indeed the general fentiment

on the fubject among the convi&s, that he did not confider a mar-

riage contracted in that country as binding ; his Excellency caufed

thefe people to be informed, that none would be permitted to quit

the colony who had wives or children incapable of maintaining the ra-

rely es and likely to become burdenfome to the fettlement, until they

had found Sufficient fecurity for the maintenance of fuch wives and

children. This order was defigned as a check upon the erroneous

opinion which was formed of the efficacy of Mr. Johnfon's (the

clergyman) nuptial benediction ; and if Bryant had thought as little

of it as he was reported to do, his taking his wife with him could

only be accounted for by the dread of her defeating his plan by dis-

covery if She was not made perfonally interefted in his efcape.

Orders were given for limiting the length of fuch boats as mould be

built by individuals to fuch Size as might deter the convicts from at-

tempts to take them off. Alfo regulations as to the people employed

in boats after Sun-Set, whofe names were to be given in writing tQ

trie officer on guard, to prevent any convict taking them from the

wharfs under pretence of filling or other Services*
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CHAP. VIII.

THE SUPPLY ARRIVES FROM NORFOLK ISLAND.—A CANOE DESTROYED.-—

ITS EVIL EFFECTS.—CORN SOWN. BATTERY BEGUN.—GROUND INCLOSED

FOR CATTLE. THE MARY ANN ARRIVES,—RATION IMPROVED. THE

MATILDA ARRIVES.—-THE MARY ANN SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND.—*

SETTLERS.—THE ATLANTIC AND SALAMANDER ARRIVE. FULL RATION

ISSUED.—THE WILLIAM AND ANN ARRIVES.—NATIVES. PUBLIC WORKS.

—THE SALAMANDER SAILS FOR, AND THE MARY ANN ARRIVES FROM,

NORFOLK ISLAND. THE GORGON ARRIVES. COMMISSION OF EMANCIPA-

TION, AND PUBLIC SEAL. THE ACTIVE AND QUEEN ARRIVE. COM-

PLAINTS AGAINST THE MASTER OF THE QUEEN. THE ALBEMARLE AR-

RIVES.—MUTINY ON BOARD.—TRANSACTIONS,—PUBLIC WORKS.—IRISH

CONVICTS ABSCOND. WHALE-FISHERY.—RATION ALTERED. SUPPLY

SAILS FOR ENGLAND.— GROUNDS IN CULTIVATION.—SICK.—WHALE-
FISHERY GIVEN UP. MARINES EMBARK. RATION REDUCED. CONVICTS

EMANCIPATED.—DEATHS IN I 791-

Jy|TJGH anxiety was excited in the colony on account of the long

and unufual abfence of the Supply, which failed for Norfolk

Ifland on the 2 2d day of March, and did not return till the 30th of

April. Contrary winds and heavy gales had prevented her arrival at

the time when me might have been reafonably expected ; £he was

three weeks on her paffage back, and was blown off the ifland for

eleven days.

'Three officers, two non-commiffioned officers, one drummer, and

twenty privates of the marine detachment, arrived in the Supply.

The weather had been as dry at Norfolk Ifland as it had been at Port

Jackfon ;
which, with the blighting winds, had confiderably injured

all the gardens, and particularly fome crops of potatoes. Of the

great fertility of the foil every account brought the ftrongeft confirma-

1 tion

;



I79 1 -] OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 133

tion ; and by attending to the proper feafon for fowing, it was the

general opinion that two crops of corn might be got off in one year.

Their provifions, like thofe at Sydney, were at fo low an ebb, that

the Lieutenant-governor had reduced the ration. The whole number

victualled, when the Supply failed, amounted to fix hundred and

twenty-nine perfons ; and for that number there were in ftore, at the

full ration, pork for twenty-nine weeks ; flour and Indian corn for

twenty weeks, beef for eighteen weeks ; and thefe, at the ration then

iffued, would be prolonged, the grain to twenty-feven, the beef to

forty-two, and the pork to twenty-nine weeks.

It muft be remarked, however, that the ration at Norfolk Ifland was

often uncertain, being regulated by the plenty or fcarcity of the

Mount Pitt birds. Great numbers of thefe birds had been killed for

fome time before the Supply failed thence ; but they were obferved

about that time to be quitting the ifland.

At Sydney, by an account taken at the latter end of May of the

provifions then remaining in ftore, there appeared to be at the ration

then iffued, of

Flour and rice, 40 weeks ; *

Beef, 1 2 weeks ;

Pork, 27 weeks.

In this account the rice and flour were taken together as one article,

but the rice bore by far the greateft proportion.

It was remarked by many in the fettlement, that both at Sydney

and at Rofe Hill the countenances of the labouring convicts indicated

the fhortnefs of the ration that they received ; this might be occa-

sioned by their having fuffered fo much before from the fame caufe \

from the efte&s of which they had fcarcely been reftored when they

were again called upon to experience the hardihip of a reduced ration

of provifions. The convi&s which arrived in June had not yet re-

covered from the feverity of their fufferings on the paffage.

It having been reported, that James Rufe, who in March had de-

clared his ability to fupport himfelf independent of the ftore, was

ftarving,
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ftarving, the Governor told him, that in confi deration of his having

been upon a fhort allowance of provifions during nearly the whole of

the time that he had been cultivating ground upon his own account,

the ftorekeeper mould be directed to fupply him with twenty pounds

of fait provifions. The man affured his Excellency that he did not

ftand in need of his bounty, having by him at the time a fmall flock

of provifions, a quantity of Indian cortf (which he found no difficulty

in exchanging for fait meat), and a bag of flour ; all of which enabled

him to do fo well, that he abfolutely begged permiffion to decline the

offer ; fo very contradictory was his own account of his fituation to

that which had been afferted by others !

The barracks at Rofe Hill being fufficiently completed, they were

taken poffeffion of at the latter end of May by the New South Wales

corps.

Thefts innumerable were ftill committed ; and though fevere punifh-

ment was certain to follow detection, it either had loft its terrors, or

the habits of depravity were become fo much a part of their nature as

to fubdue every other fenfation.

Finifhing the^clergyman's and furveyor's houfes, bringing in bricks

for other buildings, pofts and paling for a fence round the run of

water, and making cloathing for the people, occupied the convicts at

Sydney.

The bad weather met with by the Supply, during her late voyage to

Norfolk Ifland, had done her fo much injury, that (he could not be o-ot

ready for fea in lefs than three months, the carpenter declaring her

main-maft to be unfit for fervice. This, when the difficulty of finding

timber fit for the purpofe was recollected, was a moft unlucky and ill-

timed want
;

for, mould it happen that fupplies were not received from
England by the middle or end of the month of July, the fervices of
this veffel would be again required

;
and, to fave the colony, (lie muft

at that time have been difpatched to fome fettlement in India for pro-
vifions. She was therefore immediately hauled along-fide the rocks,

and people employed to look for found timber fit for a mail.

In
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In honour of His Majefty's birth-day, an extra allowance of one

pound of fait meat, and the like quantity of rice, was iffued to the

garrifon and fettlement on the fourth of June ; and to the women and

children in proportion.

The town which had been marked out at Role Hill, and which

now wore fomething of a regular appearance, on this occafion re-

ceived its name. The Governor calling it Par-ra-mat-ta, being the

name by which the natives diftinguifhed that part of the country on
which the town flood.

Since the eftablifhment of that familiar intercourfe which now fub-

fifted between the fettlers and the natives, feveral of them had found

it their intereft to fell or exchange fifh among the people of Parra-

matta
;
they being contented to receive a fmall quantity of either

bread or fait meat in barter for mullet, bream, and other fifh. To the

officers who refided there this proved a great convenience, and they

encouraged the natives to vifit them as often as they would bring

them fifh. There were, however, among the convicts fome who
were fo unthinking or fo depraved, as wantonly to deftroy a canoe

belonging to a fine young man, a native, who had left it at a little

diftance from the fettlement, and as he hoped out of the way of ob-

fervation, while he went with fome fifh to the huts. His rage at

finding Jiis canoe deftroyed was inconceivable : he threatened to take

his revenge, and in his own way, upon all white people. Three of

the fix people who had done him the injury, however, were fo well

defcribed by fome one who had feen them, that, being clofely pur-

fued, they were taken and punifhed, as were the remainder a few

days after.

The inftant effecT: of this was, that the natives difcontinued the

bringing up of fifh ; and Bal-loo-der-ry, whofe canoe had been de-

ftroyed, although he had been taught to believe that one of the fix

convi&s had been hanged for the offence, meeting a few days after-

wards with a poor wretch who had ftrayed from Parramatta as far as

the Flats, he wounded him in two places with a fpear. This acl: of

Bal-loo-
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BaMoo-der-ry's was followed by the Governor's ftri&ly forbidding him

to appear again at any of the fettlements ; the other natives, his

friends, fyeing alarmed, Parramatta was feldom vifited by any of them,

and all commerce with them was at an end. How much greater claim

to the appellation of favages had the wretches who were the caufe of

this, than the natives who were termed fo !

During the month of June fome rain had fallen, which had en-

couraged the culture of public grounds, and one hundred and fixteen

bufhels of wheat were fown at Parramatta. Until thefe rains fell, the

ground was fo dry, hard, and literally burnt up, that it was almoft

impoffible to break it with a hoe ; and until this time there had been

no hope or probability of the grain vegetating.

In the courfe of this month the ftone-mafon, with the people under

his direction, had begun their operations at the Weft point of the

Cove, where the Governor purpofed conftru&ing, out of the rock, a

fpot whereon to place the guns belonging to the fettlement, which was

to wear the appearance of a work. The flag-ftaff was to be placed in

the fame iituation. The houfe for the principal furgeon was got up

and covered.

To guard againft a recurrence of the accident which happened to

the cattle foon after they had arrived, the Governor had for fome time

employed a certain number of convicts at Parramatta in forming in-

clofures ; and at the commencement of July not lefs than one hundred

and forty acres were thinned of the timber, furrounded by a ditch,

and guarded by a proper fence.

In addition to the quantity of ground fown with wheat, a large pro-

portion was cleared to be fown with Indian corn ; and the country

about Parramatta, as well as the town itfelf, where eight huts were now

built* wore a very promifmg appearance. At Sydney, the little ground

that was in cultivation belonged to individuals ; the whole labour of

the convicts employed in clearing ground having been exerted at Par-

ramatta, where the foil, though not the beft for the purpofes of agri-

culture (according to the opinion of every man who profeffed any

knowledge
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knowledge of farming), was ftill better than the fand about Sydney,
where, to raife even a cabbage after the firft crop, manure was abfo-

lately requifite.

On the morning of the 9th, the fignal for a fail was made at the

South-head ; and before night it was made known that the Mary Ann
tranfport was arrived from England, with one hundred and forty-one

female convicts on board, fix children, and one free woman, fome

clothing, and the following fmall quantity of provifions ; one hundred

and thirty-two barrels of flour
;
fixty-one tierces of pork ; and thirty-

two tierces of beef.

This (hip failed alone ; but gave information that me was to be

followed by nine fait of tranfports, on board of which were to be em-

barked (including one hundred and fifty women, the number put into

the Mary) two thoufand and fifty male and female convi&s ; the

whole of which were to be expected in the courfe of fix weeks or

two months, together with his Majefty's fhip Gorgon.

They alfo learned, that Lieutenant King, who failed from Port

Jackfon on the 17th of April 1790, arrived in London on the 20111-

day of December following. He had fuffered much diftrefs after

leaving Batavia, whence he was obliged to go to the Mauritius, having

loft, by ficknefs, nearly all the crew of the packet that he was in, Mr.

Millar, the late commifiary, had died upon the pafTage.

They heard with great fatisfaction of the government in England

having adopted a fyftem of fending out convicts at two embarkations

in every year, at which time provifions were alfo to be fent. It was

not probable that they would again experience the mifery and want

with which they had already been but too well acquainted, from not

having had any regular mode of fupply. Intimation was likewife

given, that a cargo of grain might be expected to arrive from Bengal
|

fome merchants at that fettlement having propofed to Lord Corn-

wall is, on hearing of the lofs of the Guardian, to freight a fhip with

fuch a cargo as would be adapted to the wants of the colony, and to

t fupply
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fupply the different articles at a cheaper rate than they could be fent

from England* They were alfo to expect a tranfport with live flock

from the North-weft coafl of America.

The marTer, Mark Monroe, had not any private letters on board
;

but (what added to the difappointment that every one experienced)

this man had not brought a fingle newfpaper ; and having been but a

few weeks from Greenland before he had failed for New South Wales,

he was nearly as deftitute of any kind of information as the fhip that

he commanded
;
they were therefore compelled to fufpend their ar-

dent curiofity, and to hope for the fpeedy arrival of a more intelli-

gent perfom

The Mary Ann had been only four months and fixteen days from
England; and had touched nowhere, except at the ifland of St. Jaga,
where me remained ten days. The matter landed a boat in a bay
about fifteen miles to the fouthward of Botany Bay ; but made no
other obfervation, than that there was a bay in which a boat might
land.

The females who came in this gentleman's Chip were all very
healthy, and fpoke highly of the treatment which they had met with
from him. Thefe women were on their landing diftributed among
the huts at Sydney ; and the Governor went to Parramatta to make
fuch preparations as the time would admit for the numbers that he
expected to receive.

The convids whofe terms of tranfportation had expired, were now
colleded, and, by the authority of the Governor, informed, that fuch
of them as wifhed to become fettlers in that country mould receive
every encouragement ; that thofe who did not, were to labour for
their provifions, flipulating to work for twelve or eighteen months
certain

;
and that in the way of fuch as preferred returning to Eng-

land no obftacles would be thrown, provided they could procure paf-
fages from the matters of fuch mips as might arrive ; but that they
were not to expect any affiftance on the part of Government to that

end*
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end. The wiih to return to their friends appeared to be the prevail-

ing idea, a few only giving in their names as fettlers, and hone

engaging to work for a certain time.

It being always defirable to go as near the eftablimed ration as the

ftate of the ftores would allow, the Governor directed two pounds of

rice to be added to the weekly proportion of that article ; but though

by this addition eight pounds of grain were iffued (viz. three pounds

of flour and five of rice), the ration was far from being brought up to

the ftandard eftablimed by the Treafury for the colony ; five pounds

of bad worm-eaten rice making a mod inadequate fubftitute for the

fame quantity of good flour. In the article of meat the labouring

man fuffered {till more ; for in a given quantity of fixty pounds,

which were iffued on one ferving-day to two meffes, there were no
lefs than forty pounds of bone, and the remainder, which was in-

tended to be eaten, was almoft too far advanced in putrefaction for

even hunger to get it down. It muft be obferved, that it came in the

fnow from Batavia.

On Monday, the ift of Auguft, the Matilda, the firft of the ex*

pe&ed fleet of tranfports, arrived, after an extraordinary paffage of

four months and five days from Portfmouth
; having failed from

thence on the 27th of March, with four fail of tranfports, with whom
me parted company that night off Dunnoze. Another divifion of the

tranfports had failed a week before from Plymouth Sound. On board

the Matilda were two hundred and five male convi&s ; one enfign,

one ferjeant, one corporal, one drummer, and nineteen privates, of

the New South Wales corps ; and fome ftores and provifions cal-

culated as a fupply for the above number for nine-inonths after their

arrival.

The matter of 4his fliip anchored for two days in a bay of one of

Schoeten's Iflands, diftant from the main land about twelve miles, in

the latitude of 42° 15 S.
;
where, according to his report, five or fix

(hips might find inciter. Thofe who were on fhore law the footfteps

of different kinds of animals and traces of natives, fuch as huts, fires,

t 2 broken
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broken fpears, and the inftrument which they ufe for throwing the

fpear. They fpoke of the foil as fandy, and obferved that the ground

was covered with fhrubs refembling thofe found at Sydney.

The convids in this fhip, on their landing, appeared to be aged and

infirm, the ftate in which they were faid to have been embarked. It

was not therefore to be wondered at, that they had buried twenty-five

on their paffage. Twenty were fick, and were immediately landed at

the hofpital.

Fifty-five of the convids brought in this fhip, feleded from the

others as farmers and artificers, were fent up to Parramatta ; of the

remainder, thofe whofe health would permit them to go were put ort

board the Mary Ann, together with thirty-two convids of bad cha-

racter from among thofe who came out in the preceding year, and

eleven privates of the New South Wales corps. On the 8th, the

Mary Ann failed for Norfolk Ifland.

At Parramatta, the only accommodation which the fhortnefs of the

notice admitted of being provided for the people who were on their

paffage was got up ; two tent huts, one hundred feet long, thatched

with grafs, were ereded
;
and, independent of the rifk which the

occupiers might run from fire, they would afford good and com-
fortable fhelter from the weather.

The Governor had now chofen fituations for his fettlers, and fixed

them on their different allotments. Twelve convids, whofe terms of

tranfportation had expired, he placed in a range of farms at the foot

of a full, named Profped Hill, about four miles weft from Parramatta
;

fifteen others were placed on allotments in a diftrid, named the Ponds,

from a range of frefh-water ponds being in their vicinity ; thefe were

fituated two miles in a diredion North-eaft of Parramatta. Between

every allotment, a fpace had been referved equal to the largeft grant on
either fide, purfuant to the inflrudions which the Governor had re-

ceived ; but it was foon found that this diftribution might be attended

with much. difadvantage to the fettler ; a thick wood of at leaft thirty

acres mull lie between every allotment ; and a circumftance foon hap-

pened
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pened which fhewed the inconvenience confequent thereon, and de-

termined the Governor to deviate from the inftru&ions, whenever, by
adhering to them, the fettlers were likely to be material fufferers.

In the beginning of Auguft information was received, that a much
larger party of the natives than had yet been feen aflembled at any

one time, had deflroyed a hut belonging to a fettlcr at Profpect Hill,

who would have been murdered by them, but for the timely and acci-

dental appearance of another fettler with a mufquet. There was no

doubt of the hut having been deflroyed, and by natives, though per-

haps their numbers were much exaggerated ; the Governor, therefore,

determined to place other fettlers upon allotments which had been re-

ferved for the Crown
;

by which means affiftance in fimilar or other

accidents would be more ready.

On the arrival of the Matilda, orders were given that the weekly

allowance of flour mould be increafed to five pounds for each man,

and three pounds and a half for each woman.

The platform which had been fome time conrtructing on the Weft

point being ready for the reception of the cannon, they were moved

thither.

On the 20th, the Atlantic tranfport anchored in the cove from Ply-

mouth, whence fhe failed with two other tranfports ; from whom (he

had parted five weeks fince in bad weather between Rio de Janeiro and

Port Jackfon, the pavTage from which had not been more than ten

weeks. She had on board a ferjeant's party of the new corps as a

guard to two hundred and twenty male convicts, eighteen of whom
had died on the pafTage : except nine who were fick, the remainder

were very healthy. The evening before her arrival fhe flood into a

capacious bay, fituated between Long Nofe and Cape St. George,

where they found good anchorage and deep water. The naval agent

on board, who landed, defcribed the foil to be fandy, and the country

thickly covered with timber. He did not fee any natives, but found a

canoe upon the beach, whofe owners perhaps were not far off. The

canoe,
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canoe, by this gentleman's account, appeared to be on a fomewhat

ftronger conftruction than the canoes of Port Jackfon.

The next day the Salamander, another tranfport, arrived, bringing

a ferjeant's party, and one hundred and fixty male convicts, one hun-

dred and fifty-five of whom arrived in very good health. The party,

however, had loft their ferjeant, he having fhewn his preference to

remaining in England, by deferring when the (hip was on the point of

failing.

The Governor now directed the i filling of the full ration ; the re-

duced had continued for twenty -one weeks.

A party of one hundred convicts were fent to Parramatta ; the Sala-

mander was ordered to proceed to Norfolk Ifland with the people and

cargo, and the remaining convicts from the other fhip were difpofed

of at Sydney.

There were at this time not lefs than feventy perfons from the Ma-
tilda and Atlantic under medical treatment, being weak, emaciated,

and unfit for any kind of labour; and the lift: was daily increafirig.

It might have been fuppofed, that on changing from the unwhole-

fome air of a {hip's between-decks to the purer air of the country,

the weak would have gathered ftrength ; but it had been obferved,

that in general, loon after landing, the convicts were affected with

dyfenteric complaints, perhaps caufed by the change of water, many
dying, and others who had ftrength to overcome the difeafe recovering

from it but flowly. On the 28th the William and Ann tranfport

arrived, having on board one ferjeant and twelve privates, one hun-

dred and eighty-one male convicts, with her proportion of ftores and

provifions. She had loft feven convicts on the paffage ; the remainder

were very healthy, five only being fo ill as to require removal.

The town beginning to fill with ftrangers (officers and feamen from

the tranfports), and fpirituous liquors finding their way among the

convicts, it was ordered that none mould be landed until a permit had

been granted by the Judge- advocate.

Bal-Ioo-
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Bal-loo der ry, the profcribed native, having ventured into the town
with fome of his friends, one or two armed parties were fent to feize

him ; and a fpear having been thrown (it was faid by him) two muf-
quets were fired, by which one of his companions was wounded in

the leg; but Bal-loo der-ry was not taken. On the following day it

was given out in orders, that he was to be taken whenever an oppor-

tunity offered ; and that any native attempting to throw a fpear in his

defence (as it was well known among them why vengeance was de-

nounced againft him) was, if poflible, to be prevented from efcaping

with impunity.

Thofe who knew this favage regretted that it had been neceffary to

treat him with this harfhnefs, as among his countrymen they had no

where feen a finer young man. The perfon who had been wounded
by him in June was not yet recovered.

Difcharging the tranfports formed the principal labour during Au-

guft. The fhingles on the old hofpital being much decayed, they

were removed, and the building covered with tiles.

The convicts at Parramatta were employed in opening fome ground ;

and it was expected, from the exertions they were making, that be-

tween forty and fifty acres would be foon ready for fowing with Indian

corn for that feafon.

It became neceffary to land the cargo brought out in the Sala-

mander, for the purpofe of re-flowing it in a manner convenient for

getting it out at Norfolk Iiland while the (hip was under fail. The

great inconvenience attending landing a cargo in fuch a fituation had

been pointed out in letters which could not yet have been attended to.

It was at the fame time fuggefted, that fhips mould be freighted pur-

pofely for Norfolk Ifland, with cafks and bales adapted to the fize of

the ifland boats, which would in a great meafure leffen the inconve-

nience above-mentioned.

On the 3d of September, near two hundred male convicls, with a

ferjeant's party of the New South Wales corps, fome ftores and provi-

fions, having been put on board the Salamander, flic failed for Nor-

A folk
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folk Ifland ; and the Mary Ann returned from that fettlement on the

8th, having been abfent only four weeks and two days* The con-

yi&s, ftores, and provifions were all fafely landed ; but an unexpected

furf rifing at the back of the reef, filled the only boat (a Greenland

whale boat) which the matter took with him, and (he was daflied

upon the reef, and ftove : the people fortunately faved themfelves by

iwimming.

From Norfolk Ifland they learned, that the crops of wheat then in

the ground prornifed well, having been fown a month earlier than

thofe of the laft feafon. Of the public ground ninety acres were in

wheat, and one hundred in Indian corn : of the ground cleared by

the eonvicls, and cultivated by themfelves for their own maintenance,

there were riot lefs at the departure of the tranfport, than two hun-

dred and fifty acres. Some prifoners having been fent from Norfolk

Ifland, the criminal court was alTembled on the 15th for the trial of

one of them for a capital offence committed there ; but for want of

fufficient evidence he was acquitted. Great inconvenience was expe-

rienced from having to fend prifoners from that ifland with all the

neceiTary witneffes. In the cafe juft mentioned, the profecutor was a

fettler, who, being obliged to leave his farm for the time, the bufinefs

of which was neceflarily fufpended until his return, was ruined ; and
one of the witnefies was in nearly the fame fituation. But as the

courts in New South Wales would always be the fuperior courts, it

was not eafy to devife a remedy for thefe inconveniences.

On the 2 1 ft, his Majefty's fhip Gorgon, of forty-four guns, com-
manded by Captain John Parker, anchored within the heads. She
had failed from England on the 15th of March laft, touching at the

iflands of Teneriffe and St. Jago, and at the Cape of Good Hope,
where me remained fix weeks, taking in three bulls, twenty-three

cows, fixty -eight fheep, eleven hogs, two hundred fruit-trees, a quan-
tity of garden-feed, and other articles for the colony. Unfortunately,
the bulls and feven of the cows died ; but a bull-calf, which had been
produced on board, arrived in good condition.

Six
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Six months' provifions for about nine hundred people, with ftores

for his Majefty's armed tender the Supply, and for the marine de-

tachment, were fent out in the Gorgon ; wherein alfo was embarked

Mr. King, the late commandant of Norfolk Ifland, now appointed

by his Majefty Lieutenant-Governor of that fettlement, and a com-

mander in the navy
;
together with a deputy furVeyor-general to be

employed at Norfolk Ifland ; the chaplain and quarter-mafter of the

New South Wales corps, and a fuperintendant of convicts..

By this fhip alfo came a public feal, to be affixed to all inftrument9

drawn in his Majefty's name; and a commiffion under the great feal
3

empowering the Governor for the time being to remit, either abfo-

lutely or conditionally, the whole or any part of the term for which

felons, or other offenders, mould have been or might hereafter be

tranfported to that country. Duplicates of each pardon were to be

fent to England, for the purpofe of inferting the names of the perfons

fo emancipated in the firft general pardon which mould afterwards

iffue under the great feal of the kingdom.

To^eferving characters, of which defcription there' were many con-

victs in the colony,, a profpect of having the period of their banifhment

fhortened, and of being reftored to the privilege which by raifconducl

they had forfeited, had fomething in it very cheering,, and was more

likely to preferve well-intentioned men in honeft and fair purfuits,

than the fear of punifhment, which would feldom operate with good

effect on a mind that entertained no hope of reward for propriety

of conduct., The people who had degraded themfelves fufficiently

to wear the ftigma of ' convict,' could not be fuppofed in general

actuated by that nice fenfe of feeling which draws its trueft fatis-

faction from felf-approbation
;
they looked for fomething, more fub«

ftantial, fomething more obvious to the external fenfes.

In determining the device for the feal of the colony, attention had

been paid to its local and peculiar circumftances. On the obverfe

were, the King's arms, with the royal titles in the margin ; on the

reverfe, a reprefentation of Convicts landing at Botany Bay,, received

u by
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by Induftry, -who, furrounded by her attributes, a bale of merchan-

dize, a bee-hive, a pick-axe, and a (hovel, is releafing them from their

fetters, and pointing to oxen ploughing, and a town rifing on the

Summit of a hill, with a fort for its protection. The mads of a fhip

.are feen in the bay. In the margin are the words " Sigillum, Nov.

Cam.b. Aust." and for a motto ^Slcforth Etrwia crevit" The featt

was of filver, and the devices were extremely well executed.

The cattle were immediately landed, and turned into the inclo-

Cures which had been prepared for them. One cow died in the

'.boat going up.

The remaining tranfports of the fleet were now dropping in. On
the 26th, the A&ive from England, and the Queen from Ireland^

with convi&s of that country, arrived. On board of the Active, be-

fide the ferjeant's guard, were one hundred and fifty-four male con-

vi&s. An officer's party was on board the Queen, with one hundred

and twenty-fix male and twenty-three female convi&s, and three chil-

dren. Thefe fhips had been unhealthy, and had buried feveral con-

vi&s in their paffage. The fick which they brought in were landed

immediately; and many of thofe who remained, and were not fo ill

as to require medical aiTiftance, were brought on more in an emaciated

and feeble condition, particularly the convi&s from the A&ive. They
in general coniplained of not having received the allowance intended

for them 4 but their emaciated appearance was to be afcribed as much
to confinement as to any other caufe. The convi&s from the Queen,

however, accufing the mafter of having withheld their proviflons, an

inquiry took place before the magiftrates ; and it appeared beyond

a doubt, that great abufes had been pra&ifed in the iffuing of the

provifions ; but as to the quantity withheld, it was not poffible to as-

certain it fo clearly, as to admit of dire&ing the deficiency to be made
good, or of punifhing the parties with that retributive juftice for

which the heinoufnefs of their offence fo loudly called : the proceed-

ings of the magiftrates were therefore fubmitted to the Governor,

who determined to tranfmit them to the Secretary of State,

Nothing
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Nothing could have excited more general indignation than the

treatment which thefe unfortunate people appeared to have met with

;

for, what crime could be more offenfive to every fentiment of hu-

manity, than the endeavour, by curtailing a ration certainly not toa-

ample, to derive a temporary advantage from the mifery of beings

already the vi&ims of calamity !

By the arrival of thefe mips feveral articles of comfort were intro^-

duced ; there being fcarcely a veffel that had not brought fomething

for fale. It could not, however, be faid that they were procurable on

eafier terms than what had been fold there in the laft year. The

Spanifh dollar was the current coin of the colony, which fome of the

matters taking at five millings, others at four fhiiings and fixpence*

the Governor, in confideration of the officers having been obliged to

receive it at five {hillings fterling when given for bills drawn in the

fettlement, iffued a proclamation, fixing the currency of the Spanifh

^

dollar at that fum.

The remainder of the tranfports expected did not arrive till the

middle of O&ober. The Albemarle was off the coaft fome days, and

arrived on the 13th, with two hundred and fifty male and fix female

convidts, her proportion of {lores and^ provifions, and a ferjeant's

party..

The convicts of this fhip made an attempt, in conjun&ion with

fome of the feamen, to feize her on the 9th of April, foon after fhe

left England ; and they would in all probability have fucceeded, but

for the a£livity and refolution {hewn by the mafter, Mr. George

Bowen, who, hearing the alarm, had juft time to arm himfelf with a

loaded blunderbufs, which he difcharged at one of the mutineers, Wil-

liam Syney (then in the a£t of aiming a blow with a cudafs at the man

at the wheel), and lodged its contents in his moulder. His companions,,

feeing what had befallen him, inftantly ran below; but the mafter,.

his officers, and fome of the feamen of the {hip, following them, fooa

fecured the ring-leaders, Owen Lyons and William Syney. A conful-

tation was held with the naval agent
3
the {hip's company, and the

u. 2 military
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military perfons on board ; the refult of which was, the immediate

execution of thofe two at the fore-yard-arm. They had at this time

parted company with the other tranfports, and no other means feemed

fo likely to deter the convicts from any future attempt of the like

'nature. It afterwards appearing that two feamen had fupplied them

with inftruments for fawing off their irons, thefe were left at the

MIand of Madeira, to be Tent prifoners to England.

On the following day the Britannia arrived, with one hundred and

twenty-nine male convi&s, ftores, and provifions on board ; and on

the 1 6th the Admiral Barrington, the laft of the ten fail of tranfports,

anchored in the cove, having on board a captain and a party of the

New South Wales corps, with two hundred and fixty-four male con-

victs, four women, and one child. She too had been unhealthy,

having loft thirty- fix convicts in the paffage, and brought in eighty-

four perfons fick. Her ftores and proportion of provifions were the

fame as on board of the other (hips.

The whole number of convicts now received into the colony, in-

cluding thirty on board the Gorgon, were, male convicts one thou-

fand fix hundred and ninety-five ; females one hundred and fixty-

eight ; and children nine. There were alfo eight free women (wives

of convicts), and one child
;
making a total number of one thoufand

eight hundred and eighty-one perfons, exclufive of the military. Up-

wards of two hundred convicts, male and female, had died on their

paffage.

Of the ten fail of tranfports, five, after delivering their cargoes,

were to proceed on the Southern Whale Fifhery ; viz. the Mary Ann,

Matilda, William and Ann, Salamander, and Britannia. This laft

failed on the 24th, a week after her arrival, as did thofe whalers which

had arrived before her. The other tranfports were to proceed to

Bombay. The quantity of provifions received by thefe fhips being

calculated for the numbers on board of each for nine months only

after their arrival ; and as, fo large a body of convicts having been

fent out, it was not probable that they fliould foon have another

fupply,
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fupply, the Governor judged it expedient to fend one tff the trans-

ports to Bengal, to procure provifion for the colony; for which -pur-

pofe he hired the Atlantic at fifteen (hillings and fixpence per ton

per month.

On the anniverfary of his Majefty's acceffion to the throne, a fa-

lute of one-and-twenty guns was fired by the Gorgon ; and at the

public dinner given on the occafion at Government-houfe, upwards

of fifty officers were aiTembled ; a greater number than had ever be-

fore met in that colony.

On the 26th the Atlantic failed for Norfolk Ifland and Calcutta,

for the fir ft of thefe places, (he had on board Lieutenant-Governor

King and his family ; a Captain of the New South Wales corps ; an

affiftant-furgeon ; the Rev. Mr. Johnfon, who voluntarily vifited Nor-

folk Ifland for the purpofe of performing thofe duties of his office

which had hitherto been omitted through the want of a minifler to

perform them
;
twenty-nine fettlers difcharged from the marines

;

feveral male and female convicts, and fome few fettlers from that

clafs of people.

The Salamander had returned from Norfolk Ifland, where every

perfon and article that (he had on board were fafely landed. By
letters received thence, they learned that it was fuppofed there had

formerly been inhabitants upon the ifland, feveral (tone hatchets, or

rather (tones refembling adzes, and others refembling chiflels, having

been found in turning up fome ground in the interior parts,

Lieutenant-Governor King had formerly entertained the fame fup-

pofition from difcovering the banana tree growing in regular rows.

The tranquillity of the little town of Sydney was much lefs dis-

turbed than it was imagined would have been the cafe, from the

great influx of diforderly feamen who were at times let loofe from

the tranfports
;

this, probably, was owing to the enforcing of the*

port-orders, from the firft, with fome degree of feverity.

The foundation of a new (tore-houfe was begun at Sydney : this,

and clearing the tranfports, formed trie -principal labour there.

6 The
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The month of O&ober had produced a fecond inftance of an un-

fortunate being, a convict, who had put an end to his exiftence, to

avoid that puniffiment which he wanted the refolution not to deferve.

From Parramatta two convicts were miffing, fuppofed to have been

killed by the natives.

On the firft day of November, information was received from Par-

ramatta, that a body of twenty male convicts and one female, of thofe

lately arrived in the Queen tranfport from Ireland, each taking a

week's provifions, and armed with tomahawks and knives, had ab-

fconded from that fettlement, with the chimerical idea of walking to>

China, or of finding fome country wherein they would be received

and entertained without labour. It was generally fuppofed, however,

that this improbable tale was only a cover to the real defign, which

might be to procure boats, and get on board the tranfports after they

had left the cove. An officer from Parramatta with a party was im-

mediately fent in purfuit of them, who traced them as far down the

harbour as Lane cove, whence he reached the fettlement of Sydney^

without obtaining any further intelligence of them. A few days

afterward, the people in a boat belonging to the Albemarle tranfport,

which had been down the harbour to procure wood on the North

more, met with the wretched female who had accompanied the men.

She had been feparated from them for three days, and wandered by
herfelf, entirely ignorant of her fituation, until me came to the water-

iide, where, fortunately, fhe foon after met the boat. Boats were

fent down the next day, and the woman's hufband was found and

taken back to the fettlement. They both gave the fame abfurd ac-

count of their defign as before related, and appeared to have fufTered

very confiderably by fatigue, hunger, and heat. The man had loft his

companions eight-and-forty hours before he was himfelf difcovered
;

and no tidings of them were received for feveral days, although boats

were conftantly fent into the north-weft arm, and the lower part of.

the harbour.

Three
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Three of thefe miferable people were fome time after met by fome
officers who were on an excurfion to the lagoon between the harbour
and Broken Bay

;
but, notwithstanding their fituation, they did not

readily give themfelves up
;

and, when queftioncd, faid that they
wanted nothing more than to live free from labour. Thefe people

were fent up to Parramatta, whence, regardlefs of what they had
experienced, and might again fuffer, they a fecond time abfccnded

in a few days after they had returned. Parties were immediately dif~

patched, and thirteen of thofe who firft abfconded were brought in,

in a ftate of deplorable wretchednefs, naked, and nearly worn out

with hunger. Some of them had fubfifted chiefly by fucking the

flowering ftirubs and wild berries of the woods ; and the whole ex-

hibited a picture of mifery that feemed fufficient to deter others from

the like extravagant folly. The pra&ice of flying from labour into

the woods ftill prevailing, the Governor caufed all the convicts who
had arrived that year to be afTembled ; when he informed them of his

determination to put a flop to their abfconding by fending out parties

with orders to fire upon them whenever they fhould be met with

;

and he declared, that if any were brought in alive, he would either

land them on a part of the harbour where they could not depart, or

chain them together with only bread and water for their fubfiftence,

during the remainder of their terms of tranfportation. He likewife

told them of information which he had received that they intended to

arm themfelves and feize upon the ftores ; but if they did make an

attempt of that kind, every man who might be taken fhould be

inftantly put to death. Having thus endeavoured to imprefs them

with ideas of certain puniftvment if they offended in future, he for-

gave fome for fmall offences, exhorted them to go cheerfully to their

labour, and changed their hours of work, agreeable to a requeft which

they had made.

Four hundred and fifty of thefe miferable people had received me-

dicines from the hofpital in the morning of the day when the Go-

vernor
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vernor had thus addrefTed them. The prevailing difeafe was a dyfen-

tery, which was accompanied by a general debility.

From her intended trial of the whale- fifhery on the coaft the Bri-

tannia arrived on the 10th, and was followed on the next day by

the Mary Ann. The former, in company with the William and Ann*

the day me went out, killed feven fpermaceti whales, two only of

which they were able to fecure, on account of the bad weather that

prevailed. From the whale which fell to the Britannia's fhare,,

although but a fmall one, thirteen barrels of oil were procured
;
and,,

in the opinion of the mafter, the oil, from its containing a greater

proportion of that valuable part of the fifh called by the whalers, the

head-matter, was worth ten pounds more per ton than that of the

fifh of any part of the world that he had been in. He thought that

a moft advantageous voyage might be made upon that coaft, as he

was confident upwards of fifteen thoufand whales were feen in the

firft ten days that he was abfent, the greater number of which were

obferved off the harbour of Sydney ; and he was prevented, from

filling his fhip by bad weather alone, having met with only one day

during the time he was out in which he could lower down a boat.

The fuceefs and report of the matter of the Mary Ann. were very:

different ; he had been as far to the fouthward as the latitude of 75
0

without feeing a whale ; and in a gale of wind fhipped a fea that ftove

two of his boats, and warned down the veffels for boiling the oil,

which were fixed in brick-work, and to repair which he was obliged

to return into port. •

The Matilda came in a few days afterwards from Jervis Bay, being

leaky. They had feen many whales, but were prevented by the bad?-

nefs of the weather from killing any.

The William and Ann foon followed, confirming the report of the

great number of fifh which were to be feen upon the coaft, and the

difficulty of getting at them. She had killed only one, and came in

to repair her main-maft.

A dif-
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A difference of opinion prevailed among the matters of the mips
which had been out, refpeding the eftablifliing of a whale-fifhery

upon that coaft. In one particular, however, they all agreed ; which
was, that the coaft abounded with fiflr* but the major part of them

• thought that the currents and bad weather prevailing at this feafon of

the year, and which appeared to be alfo the feafon of the fifh, would
prevent any mips from meeting with that fuccefs, of which on their

fetting out they themfelves had formed fuch fanguine hopes. One
of them thought that the others^ in giving this opinion, were prema-

ture, and that they were not fufficiently acquainted with the weather

on the coaft to form any judgment of the advantage to be derived

from future attempts. They were determined, neverthelefs, to give it

another trial, on the failure of which they meant to profecute their

voyage to the coaft of Peru. They accordingly failed again toward

the latter end of the month.

Before the full ration had continued quite three months, it was

once more reduced ; two pounds of flour being taken off, and one

pint of peafe and one pint of oatmeal iffued in their ftead.

The Supply armed tender, having completed her repairs, failed for

England on the 26th. The fervices of this little veffel had endeared

her, and her officers and people, to the colony. The regret which

they felt at parting with them was, however, lefTened by a know-

ledge that they were flying from a country of want and difcomfort,

to one of abundance and pleafure
;
where, it was to be hoped, the

fervices that they had performed would be rewarded by that attention

and promotion to which they naturally looked up, and had an indis-

putable claim.

At this time the public live-ftock in the fettlement confifted of one

ftallion aged, one mare, two young ftallions, two coks, fixteen cows,

two calves, one ram, fifty ewes, fix: lambs, one boar, fourteen fows,

and twenty-two pigs.

The ground in cultivation at and about Parramatta amounted to

three hundred acres in maize, forty-four in wheat, fix in barley, one

x in
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in oats ; two in potatoes, four in vines, eighty- fix in garden-ground,

and feventeen in cultivation by the New South Wales corps. In ad-

dition to thefe, there were one hundred and fifty acres cleared to be

fown with turnips ;
ninety acres were in cultivation by fettlers,

twenty-eight by officers, civil and military, at and about Sydney
;

and at Parramatta one hundred and forty acres were inclofed, and the

timber thinned for cattle
;
making a total of nine hundred and twenty

acres of land, thinned, cleared, and cultivated.

The mortality during the month of November had been great,

fifty male and four female convicts dying within it. Five hundred

fick perfons received medicine at the end of that time. The extreme

heat of the weather had not only increafed the fick lift, but had added

one to the number of deaths. On the 4th, a convict attending upon

one of the gentlemen, in paffing from his houfe to his kitchen, with-

out any covering upon his head, received a coup dcfoleil^ which at the

time deprived him of Speech and motion, and, in lefs than four-and-

twenty hours, of his life. The thermometer on that day flood at

twelve o'clock at 94I 0
, and the wind was N. W.

By the dry weather which prevailed the water had been fo much
affected, befides being leffened by the watering of fome tranfports,

that a prohibition was laid by the Governor on the watering of the

remainder at Sydney, and their boats were directed to go to a con-

venient place upon the North more. To remedy this evil, the Go-

vernor had employed the ftone-mafon's gang to cut tanks out of the

rock, which wrould be refervoirs for the water large enough to fupply

the fettlement for fome time.

On the 3d of December, two of the wmalers, the Matilda and Mary

Ann, came in from fea. The former had landed a boat in a bay on

the coafl about fix miles fouthward of Port Stephens, where the feine

was hauled, and a large quantity of fi£h taken ; but of the fifli that they

went in fearch of they faw none. The Mary Ann was rather more

fortunate. By going to the fouthward, fhe killed nine fifh ; of five of

them fhe fecured enough to procure about thirty barrels of oil ; but

was
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was prevented by bad weather from getting more. Thefe fhips

failed again immediately, and both ran down the coaft as far to the

fouthward as 36
0

30', and returned without killing a fifh. The
mafters attributed their bad fuccefs to currents ; and, giving up all

hopes of a fifhery there, they determined to quit the coaft. The two

other fhips returned with the like ill fortune. The mafters were all

now of one opinion, and alike difinclined to try the coaft any longer.

It muft be remarked, however, that the whalers were not out of port

at any one time long enough to enable them to fpeak with any great

degree of precifion either for or againft the probability of fuccefs.

They feemed more defirous of obtaining a knowledge of the har-

bours on the coaft : the William and Ann had been feen in Broken

Bay ; others had vifited Botany Bay and Jervis Bay ; the Salamander

had remained long enough in Port Stephens (a harbour to the north-

ward, until then not vifited by any one), to take an eye-fketch of the

harbour and fome of its arms ; and Port Jackfon was found to have

its conveniences. After a well-manned and well-found whaler fhould

have kept the fea for an entire feafon, the probability of fuccefs

might be determined.

The tranfport having returned from Norfolk Ifland, with the Lieu-

tenant-Governor and the officers and foldiers of the marine corps,

who were to take their paffage to England in the Gorgon, the greater

part of the marine detachment embarked on board of that fhip on

the 13th. Thofe who did not embark were left for the duty of the

place until the remainder of the New South Wales corps fhould arrive.

The Gorgon failed on the 18th.

The marines who now left Port Jackfon, had gone there in the firft

fhips, and were as valuable a corps as any in his Majefty's fervice.

They had ftruggled in that country with greatly more than the com-

mon hard fhips of their duty ; and were now quitting it, after having

opened and fmoothed the way for their fucceflbrs, and from which,

whatever benefit might hereafter be derived muft be derived by thofe

who had the eafy tafk of treading in paths previoufly and painfully

formed by them,

x 2 The
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The Cove and the fettlement were now refuming that dull uni-

formity of uninterefting circumftances which had generally prevailed.

Trie Supply and Gorgon had departed, and with them a valuable part

of the fociety ; and in a few days after the Matilda and the Mary
Ann failed for the coaft of Peru. Thefe had fome convi&s on board,

who were permitted to fhip themfelves with the matters.

A further reduction of one pound of flour from the ration took

place at the eonclufion of December ; and from the ftate of the pro-

vifion (lores, the Governor, on Chriflmas-day, could only give one

pound of flour to each woman in the fettlement.

At Parramatta various offences were ftill committed, and many of

the convicls there not having any part of their week's ration remain-

ing when Tuefday or Wednefday night came, the Governor directed,

as he had before done for the fame reafon, that the provifions fhould

be iffued daily.
.
This meafure being difapproved, the convicts af-

fembled in rather a tumultuous manner before the Governor's

ho fife at Parramatta, to requeft that their provifions might be

ferved as ufual on Saturdays. The Governor refufed ; and as they

were heard to murmur and talk of obtaining by different means what

was refufed to entreaty (words fpoken among the crowd, and the per-

fon who was fo daring not being diftinguiiliable from the reft), he

affured them that, as he knew the major part of them were led by

eight or ten defigning men to whom they looked up, and to whofe

names he was not a ftranger, on any open appearance of difcontent,

he mould make immediate examples of them. Before they were dif-

miffed, they promifed greater propriety of conduct and implicit obe-

dience to the orders of their fuperiors, and declared their readinefs to

receive their provifions as had been directed.

This was the hrft inftance of any tumultuous affembly among thefe

people, and was now to be afcribed to the fpirit of refiftance and vil-

lainy lately imported by the newcomers.

The mod material public work of December was the completing

- and occupying of the new ftore on the eaft fide; its dimenfions were

eighty
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eighty feet by- twenty-four j and as it was built for the purpofe of

containing dry (lores, the height was beyond what was commonly
adopted in that country, and a fpacious loft was formed, capable of

containing a large quantity of bale goods.

During the month a warrant of emancipation pafled the feal of the

territory to John Lowe, Henry Cane, Richard Chears, Thomas Fifky

Daniel Cubitt, Charles Pafs, George Bolton, William Carelefs, WiU
liam Curtis, John Chapman Morris, Thomas Merrick, William Skin-

ner, and James Weavers, convicts who left England in the Guardian,

on condition of their refiding within the limits of that government, and

not returning to England within the period of their refpective fentences.

Xnftructions to this effect had been received from home, Lieutenant,

Riou having interefted himfelf much in their behalf on account of

their good conduct while under his directions. They were to be at

liberty to work at any trade they might be acquainted with ; but

during their continuance in that country they were to be difpofed of

wherever the Governor fhould think proper. They were alfo at

liberty to fettle land upon their own account.

The number who died by ficknefs in the year 1 79 1 were, one of the

civil eftabliftiment ; two foldiers ; one hundred and fifty-five male and

eight female convicts ; and five children; making in the whole twenty-

eight more than had died during the preceding year.

In the above time one male convict was executed ; one drowned ;

four loft in the woods (exclufive of the Irifh convicts who had ab-

fconded, and of whom no certain account was ever procured) ; one de-

ftroyed himfelf ; and eight men, one woman, and two children, had

run from the fettlement
;
making a lofs of one hundred and eighty^

nine perfons.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

THE QUEEN SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND. WHALERS ON THEIR FISHING

VOYAGES. CONVICTS MISSING. DEPREDATIONS. PROCLAMATION.

CONVICT EXECUTED. THE PITT WITH LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR GROSE

ARRIVES.—GOODS SELLING.— SICKNESS.—THE PITT SAILS.—MR. BUR-

TON KILLED.— STORMY WEATHER.— PUBLIC WORKS.—REGULATIONS RE-

SPECTING PERSONS WHO HAD SERVED THEIR TERMS OF TRANSPORTATION.

NATIVES.—MORTALITY IN APRIL. APPEARANCE AND STATE OF THE

CONVICTS. RATION AGAIN REDUCED.—QUANTITY OF FLOUR IN STORE.

SETTLERS.—STATE OF TRANSACTIONS WITH THE NATIVES.—- PUBLIC

WORKS.—AVERAGE FRICES OF GRAIN, &C AT SYDNEY AND AT PARRA-

MATTA,—MORTALITY DECREASES.—KING'S BIRTH-DAY.—THE ATLAN-

TIC RETURNS FROM BENGAL. ACCOUNT RECEIVED OF BRYANT AND HIS

COMPANIONS. RATION STILL FURTHER REDUCED.—QUANTITY OF PRO-

VISIONS RECEIVED FROM CALCUTTA.—THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES FROM
ENGLAND. RATION INCREASED. —-CONVICT EMANCIPATED. PUBLIC

WORKS.—THE BRITANNIA CLEARED. SURVEY OF PROVISIONS.— INTEL-

LIGENCE FROM NORFOLK ISLAND.

JTARLY in the month of January 1792, fixty-two people, fettlers and

convi&s, with Mr. Bayne, the Chaplain of the New South Wales
corps (who offered his fervices, as there never had been a clergyman

there), embarked on board the Queen for Norfolk Ifland ; the matter

of that fhip having engaged to carry them and a certain quantity of
provifions thither for the fum of one hundred and fifty pounds. Of
the fettlers twenty-two were lately difcharged from the marine fervice,

and the remainder were convids; fome of the latter, whofe terms of

tranfportation had expired, had chofen Norfolk Ifland to fettle in, and

others were fent to be employed for the public.

5 This



1792.] OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

This (hip, with the Admiral Barrington for India, failed on the 6th,

and the Salamander and Britannia on the 7th. By thefe fhips the

colony loft fome ufeful people whom it could ill fpare ; but who,

their terms of tranfportation having expired, would not be induced to

remain in the fettlement, and could not be prevented from quitting it.

By the commiflary's report of the mufter, it appeared that forty-

four men and nine women were abfent and unaccounted for ; in

which number were included thofe who were wandering in the

woods, feeking for a new fettlement, or endeavouring to get into the

path to China ! Of thefe people many, after lingering a long time,

and exifting merely on roots and wild berries, perifhed miferably.

Others found their way in, after being abfent feveral weeks, and re-

ported the fate of their wretched companions, being themfelves re-

duced to nearly the fame condition, worn down and exhaufted with

fatigue and want of proper fuftenance.

Yet, although the appearance of thefe people confirmed their ac-

count of what they had undergone, others were ftill found ignorant

and weak enough to run into the woods, imprelTed with the idea of

either reaching China by land, or finding a new fettlement where la-

bour would not be impofed on them, and where the inhabitants were

civil and peaceable. Two of thefe wretches, at the time of their

abfconding, met a convict in their way, not far from the new

grounds, whom they robbed of his provifions, and beat in fo cruel a

manner that, after languiming for fome time, he died. He defcribed

their perfons and mentioned their names, with the precife circum-

flances attending their treatment of him ; and it was hoped that they

would have lived to return, and receive the reward of their crime
;

but one of their companions, who furvived them, brought in an

account of their having miferablv ended a wicked exiftence in the

woods.

Several people died at Parramatta, fome of whom were at labour,

apparently in health, and died in four-and-twenty hours. An ex-

traordinary
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traordinary circumftance attended the death of one poor creature,

though it certainly was not the caufe of it : while dragging with

others at a brick cart, he was feized with a fainting fit, and when he

recovered was laid down under a cart which ftood in the road, that

he might he in the fhade. Being weak and ill, he fell afleep. On
waking, and feeling fomething tight about his neck, he put up his

hand, when, to his amazement and horror, he grafped the folds of

a large fnake which had twined itfelf round his neck. In endeavour-

ing to difengage it, the animal bit hirn by the lip, which became in-

ftantly tumid. Two men, paffing by, took off the fnake and threw

it on the ground, when it erected itfelf, and flew at one of them
;

hut they foon killed it. The man who had fainted at the cart died

the next morning, not, however, from any effect of the bite of the

fnake, but from general debility.

About this time the public bake-houfe at Parramatta was'robbed of

a large quantity of flour and bifcuit ; to effect which theft the

robbers had made their way down the chimney. The convids at

this place having affembled in an improper and tumultuous man-

ner, the Governor thought proper to iflue a proclamation, in which

the convicts were ftrictly forbidden ever to afiemble in numbers un-

der any pretence whatever : all complaints being to be made through

the medium of the fuperintendants or overfeers ; and any difobedience

to this proclamation was to be puniihed with the utmoft feverity.

Among the numerous inftances of the profligacy of the convicts

which occurred at this time, one is deferving of notice : a woman,

who had been entrufted to carry the allowance of flour belonging to

two other women to the bake-houfe, where {he had run in debt for

bread which fhe had taken up on their account, mixed with it a

quantity of pounded ftone, in the proportion of two thirds of grit

to one of flour. Fortunately, fhe was detected before it had been

mixed with other flour at the bake-houfe, and was fentenced to wear

an iron collar for fix months as a puniihment for her offence.

One
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One convict during this month was executed for theft i at the tree

he addreffed his fellow-convids, warning them to avoid the paths that

he had purfued ; but protefted that he had been induced by hunger to

commit the crime for which he fuffered. He appeared defirous of

death, declaring that he knew he could not live without ftealing.

To a tract of land marked out for eight marines who had become
fettlers, the name of the Field of Mars was given by Governor Philip.

The convicts employed in cultivating and clearing public ground

beyond Parramatta, having been landed in a weak and fickly ftate,

wore in general a moll miferable and emaciated appearance, and num-
bers of them died daily. The reduced ration by no means contributed

to their amendment ; 'the wheat that was raifed in the lad year (four

hundred and fixty bumels), after referving fufficient for feed, was

iffued to them at a pound per man per week ; and a pound of rice

per week was iffued to each male convict at Sydney.

On the 14th of February the fignal was made for a fail, and fhortly

after the Pitt, Captain Edward Manning, anchored in the cove from

England, having failed on the 17th of July from Yarmouth Roads,

and had rather a long paffage, touching at St. Jago, Rio de Janeiro,

and the Cape of Good Hope. She had on board Francis Grofe, Efq.

the Lieutenant-Governor of the fettlements, and Major-Commandant

of the New South Wales corps ; one company of which, together

with the adjutant, came out with him.

This veffel brought out three hundred and nineteen male, and

forty-nine female convi&s, five children, and feven free women, with

fait provifions calculated to ferve that number of people ten months,

but which would only furnifh. the colony with provifions for forty

days. The fupply of provifions was confined to fait meat, under the

idea that the colony was not in immediate want of flour, and that a

fupply had been fent from Calcutta, which, together with what had

been procured from Batavia, that which had been fent from England,

and the grain that might have been raifed in the fettlements, would

be adequate to their confumption. The difpatches, however, which

y had
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had been forwarded from Port Jackfon by the Juftinian in July 1790*

having been received by the Secretary of State, what appeared from

thofe communications to be neceffary for the colony were to be fent

in one or more mips to be difpatched in the autumn, with an addi-

tional number of convicts, and the remaining company of the new

corps. A (loop in frame, of the burthen of forty-one tons-, was fent

out in the Pitt ; to make room for which, feveral bales of clothing,

and many ufeful articles, were obliged to be excluded.

The Pitt brought-in many of her convi&s fick y and feveral of her

feamen, with fifteen foldiers of the New South Wales corps, had died"

fhortly after her leaving St. Jago>, owing to her having touched there

during an unhealthy feafon.

Permiflion having been obtained, a mop was opened at a hut on

more for the fale of various articles brought out m the Pitt
;

and,,

although a fleet of tranfports had but lately failed from the placer

notwithftanding the different orders which had been fent to Bengal,

and the high price at which every thing was fold, the avidity with

which all defcriptions of people grafped. at what was to be purchafed

\vas extraordinary, and could only be accounted for by the diftance

of their fituation from the mother-country, the uncertainty of re-

ceiving fupplies from thence, and the length of time which they had

heretofore had the mortification to find elapfe without receiving any.

It being neceffary to fend to Norfolk Ifland a proportion of what
provifions were in flore, the Pitt was- engaged for that purpofe, for

which fervice her owners were to receive 65 if, a fum equal to fix.

weeks demurrage for the fhip.

There was at this time only fifty-two days' flour, and twenty-one

weeks' fait provifions in ftore, at the reduced ration then iffued.

A perfon deemed well qualified for the purpofe was now employed

to fet up the vefTel, the frame of which had arrived in the Pitt ; but as

he was the only fhipwright in the colony, the work of courfe pro-

ceeded flowly, and me would mod affuredly have much fooner ren-

dered the fer.vices which were required, of her, had fhe been put to-

gether?



1792.] OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

getfoer in England, coppered, and fent out manned and officered
;
by

which means too, the fettlement would have received many articles

which wr ere left behind to make room for her in the Pitt.

In the latter end of March a malady of an alarming nature was per-

ceived in the colony. Four or five of the convi&s were feized with

infanity
;
and, as the major part of thofe who were vifited with this

calamity were females (who, on account of their fex were not harafled

with hard labour, and who in general fhared largely of fuch little

comforts as were to be procured in the fettlement), it was difficult to

aflign a caufe for this diforder.

With a dreadful fick lift, and death making rapid ftrides, April

commenced : a lamentable circumftance to thofe who had to provide

by their labour for the fupport of a colony, in which, from its great

diftance, not only from the parent country, but from every port where

fupplies could be procured, it became an object of the firft magnitude

and importance to endeavour fpeedily, and by every poffible exertion,

to place its inhabitants in a fituation that accident or delay might not

affect. His Majefty's fhip Guardian afforded a melancholy recollec*

tion how much the colony had already felt from mifadventure
; and

the delay which occurred in the voyage of the Lady Juliana tranfport

had proved equally calamitous. The recent circumftance of a fhip ar-

riving without a fupply of flour, and other unfortunate contingencies,

fpoke with a " warning voice," and loudly demanded that every arm

which could be raifed mould be exerted to make provifion againft the

hour of want. Few, however, in comparifon with the meafure of

their neceffities, were the numbers daily brought into the field for the

purpofe of cultivation ; and of thofe who could handle the hoe or the

fpade by far the greater part carried hunger in their countenances ; but

it was earneftly and anxioufly hoped and expected, that by the fpeedy

arrival of fupplies from England the full ration of every fpecies of

provifions would be once more iffued, when labour would be re-

newed with additional vigour and effect, health and ftrength be feen

refiding among them, and approaches of independence on Great

Y 2 Britain
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Britain be fomething more than a fanguine hope or vifionary fpecula-

tion. The convi&s, and fuch Mores and provifions as: the Governor

thought it neceflary to fend to Norfolk Ifland, being embarked, the

Pitt failed on the 7th.

On the 13th died Mr. David Burton, of a gun-ihot wound. This

young man, on account of the talents that he pofTefTed as a botanift, and

the fervices which, he was capable of rendering in. the furveying line,

could but very ill be fpared in the fettlement. His lofs was occafioned

by one of thofe accidents which fo frequently happen to perfons who
are inexperienced in the ufe of fire-arms. It was remarkable, that this

young man went out a mooting with that fenfation of the mind which

is called prefentiment, having more than once obferved, that he feared

fome accident would happen ; nor did he ceafe to be tormented with

this unpleafant idea, until his gun, which he carried rather awkwardly,

went off, and lodged its contents in the ground within a few inches of

the feet of the perfon who preceded him in the walk through the

woods.. Confidering this as the accident which his mind foreboded,

he went on afterwards perfectly freed from apprehenfion. But he

was deceived; for on reaching the banks of the river, they found on

its furface innumerable flocks of thofe fowl of which they were in

fearch. Mr. Burton, in order to have a better view of them, got upon

the (lump of a tree, and refting his hand on the muzzle of his piece,

railed himfelf by its affiftance as high as he was able. The butt of

the gun refted on the ground, which was thickly covered with long

grafs, mrubs, and weeds. No one faw the danger of fuch a fituation

in time to prevent what followed. By fome motion of this unfor-

tunate young man the piece went off, and the contents, entering Jhis

wrift, forced their way up between the two bones of his right arm,

which were much mattered, to the elbow. One of his companions,

with great prefence of mind, applied bandages torn from a mirt, or

the wounded man muft foon have bled to death. This accident hap-

pened at five in the afternoon; and it was not till ten at night of

the following day that the fufferer reached Parramatta. The confer

que.nce.

a
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quence was, that fuch a violent fever and inflammation had taken

place, that any attempt to lave life by amputation would only have

haftened his end. In the night of the 12th a mortification came on,

and he expired the following morning, leaving behind him, what he

univerfally enjoyed while living, the efteem and refpedr, of all who
knew him.

A perfon of a far different defcription and character met with an

accidental death the following day
;
being killed by a blow from the

limb of a tree, which fell on his head as he palled under it, and

fra&ured his fkull. He died upon the fpot, without being allowed a

moment for that repentance of which his pad life flood greatly in

need. His companions and fellow-prifoners (for he was a convict)

declared him to have been fo great a reprobate, that he was fcarcely

ever known to fpeak without an oath, or without calling on his

Maker as a witnefs to the truth of the lie that he was about to utter.

The weather, from the commencement of the month, had been ex-

tremely bad -

r heavy dorms of wind and rain having generally pre-

vailed until the 13th, when fair weather fucceeded. At Parramatta

the gale had done much damage ; feveral huts, which were built

in low ground, were rendered almoft inacceflible, and the greater

part of the wattled huts fuffered very much. A large portion of the

cleared ground was laid under water, and fuch corn as had not

been reaped was beaten down. At Sydney the e Seels of the ftorm,

though it had been equally violent, were not 10 fevere. Mo ft of

the houfes, indeed, were rendered damp, and had leaks in different

parts ; and feeds which had been recently fown were wafhed out of

the ground. In the woods it had raged with much violence; the

people employed to kill game declared that it was dangerous to walk

in the fore ft s ; and the ground, covered with huge limbs or whole

trunks of trees, confirmed the truth of their report.

On the 13th a reduction took place in the ration. Three pounds of

flour, and two pounds of maize, with four pounds of pork, were ferved

to each man j and three pounds of flour, and one pound of maize,

with
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with four pounds of pork, to each woman. The children received

the ufual proportion. To fuch alterations the fettlement had now
for fome years been habituated

; and, although it was well known

that they never were impofed but- when the ftate of the ftores ren-

dered them abfolutely neceffary, it was impoffible to meet the re-

duction without reflecting, that the eftablilhed ration would have

been adequate to every want; the plea of hunger could not have been

advanced as the motive and excufe for thefts ; and difeafe would not

have met fo powerful an ally in its ravages among the debilitated and

emaciated objects which the gaols had crowded into tranfports, and

the tranfports landed in thefe fettlements.

The works in hand were, building brick huts at Sydney for con-

victs, confifling of two apartments, each hut being twenty-fix feet in

front, and fourteen feet in width, and intended to contain ten people,

with a fuitable allotment of garden ground
;
completing tanks for

water
;
widening the bridges, &c. One day in each week was dedi-

cated to the ifTuing of provifions; and the labour of the other five

(with interruptions from bad weather, and the plea of the reduced ra-

tion) did not amount in all to three good working days.

At Parramatta the principal labour was getting in and houfing the

maize, and preparing ground for the next year's grain. The foun-

dations of a town-hall and an hofpital were laid. The town-hall was

intended to include a market-place for the fale of grain, fifh, poultry,

live flock, wearing apparel, and every other article that convicts

might purchafe or fell. An order eftablifhing this regulation had

been given out at Parramatta, and a clerk of the market appointed to

regifter every commodity that was brought for barter or fale ; direct-

ing, in the cafe of non-compliance, the forfeiture both of the pur-

chafe-money and of the article ; to be given, one moiety to the infor-

mer, and the other to the hofpital for the benefit of the fick. This

order was meant to prevent the felling or interchanging of ftolen

goods among the convicts, which prevailed to a great degree.

It
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It required fomething more than common application to adapt re-

medies to the various irregularities which from time to time grew up

in the fettlement ; and fomething more than common ingenuity to

counteract the artifices of thofe whole meditations were hourly di-

rected to fchemes of evafion or depredation.

The natives had not lately given any interruption by ads of hos-

tility. Several of their young people continued to refide among the

fettlers ; and the different houfes in the town were frequently vifited

by their relations : but very little information that could be depended

upon refpecting their manners and cuftoms was obtained through this

intereourfe ; and it was obferyed, that they converfed with the white

people in a mutilated and incorrect language, formed entirely on the

imperfect knowledge and improper application, by the latter, of the

native's words.

The mortality in the month of April had been extremely great. Dif-

tr effing as it was, however, to fee the poor wretches daily dropping into

the grave, it was- far more afflicting to obferve the countenances and

emaciated perfons of many who remained, foon to follow their mifer-

able companions. Every fiep was taken that could be devifed to fave

them; a fifhery was eftabliftied at the fouth-head, exclusively for the

ufe of the nek. The different people who were employed by indi-

viduals to kill game were given up for the ufe of the hofpitai
;
and,

to ftimulate them to exertion, a reward was offered according to their

fuccefs.

The weakeft of the convicts were excufed from all kinds of hard ;

labour ; but it was not hard labour that deftroyed them ; it was am

entire want of ftrength in the conftitution, and which nothing but,

proper nourifhment could repair.

This dreadful mortality was confined chiefly to the convicts who

had arrived in the laft year; of one hundred and twenty-two

male convicts who came out in the Queen tranfport from Ireland, ,

fifty only were living at the beginning of May. The robberies ,

which were every day and night committed were alfo nearly confined:

to
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to this 'clafs of the convi&s ; and the wretches who were concerned

in the commiffion of them were in general too weak to receive a

puniihment adequate to their crimes. Their univerfal plea was

hunger ; a plea, which, though it could not be contradicted, impe-

rious necefiity deprived of its due weight, and frequently compelled

punifhment to be inflicted when pity was the prevailing fentiment.

The Indian corn which was ftolen and deftroyed at this time was

computed to have been at lead: one fixth of what hid been raifed.

This was a very ferious lofs, and increafed the anxiety for the re-

ceipt of thofe fupplies from England which had not arrived, though

the time had elapfed in which they mould have appeared, had their

departure taken place at the period mentioned by the Secretary of

State. His Excellency therefore thought it prudent ftill farther to

abridge the ration of flour to one pound and a half ; and, as Indian

corn was now neceflarily become the principal part of each perfon's

fuftenance, hand-mills and querns were fet to work to grind it coarfe

for every perfon both at Sydney and at Parramatta ; and at the latter

place wooden mortars, with a lever and peftle, were alfo ufed to break

the corn ; and thefe pounded it much finer than it could be ground

by the hand-mills; but it was effe&ed with great labour. This wras,

on the whole, the word ration hitherto iffued. The rice formerly

given was much more nutritive than the Indian corn now ferved in its

itead ; it could likewife be ufed in a much greater variety of modes

than it was poflible to prepare the corn in.

As at this period the flour in ftore was reduced to a very incon-

fiderable quantity, twenty-four days at the new ration, and the fait

provifions not affording a fupply for a longer time than three months,

it became a melancholy, although natural reflection, that had not fuch

numbers died, both in the paffage and fince the landing of thofe who
furvived the voyage, they would not at that hour have had the mi-

ferable pittance which they yet received : thus ftrangely did they de-

rive benefit from the calamities of their fellow- creatures.

9 Several
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Several of the fettlers at Parramatta had, notwithstanding the exJ
treme drought of the feafon, had fuch crops as enabled them to take
eft from the public ftore, fome one, and others two convids, to affiftm preparing the grounds for the next year. Thefe bartered their
corn for fait provifion

; but others of the fettlers, inattentive to their

'

own interefts, and more defirous of acquiring for the prefent what
they deemed comforts, than ftudious to provide for the future, not
only negleded the cultivation of their lands, but fold the breeding
ftock with which they had been fupplied by order of the Governor.
Exclufive of the idle people, however, of which there were not many,
the fettlers were found to be doing very well, their farms promifing
to place them fhortly in a ftate of independence on the public ftores

in the articles of provifions and grain ; and it is proper to remind the
reader of this account, that they had had to combat with the bad ef-

fects of a fhort and reduced ration nearly the whole of the time that

they had been employed in the cultivation of ground on their own
account.

In addition to the depredations of their own people, the natives had
been fome time fufpeded of ftealing the corn at the fettlements be-

yond Parramatta. On the 1 8th a party of the tribe inhabiting the

woods, to the number of fifteen or fixteen, was obferved coming out

of a hut at the middle fettlement, dreffed in fuch clothing as they

found there, and taking with them a quantity of corn in nets. The
perfon who faw them imagined at firft from their appearance that

they were convids \ but perceiving one of them preparing to throw
a fpear at him, he levelled his piece, which was loaded with fmall

mot, and fired. The native inftantly dropped his fpear, and the whole
party ran away, leaving behind them the nets with the corn fome
blankets, and one or two fpears. It was fuppofed that the native was
wounded ; for in a few days information was received from Parra-

matta, that a convid had been murdered, or rather butchered by fome

of the natives. When the body was found, it was not quite cold, and

had at leaft thirty fpear-wounds in it. The head was cut in feveral

z places*
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places, and moft of the teeth were knocked out. They had taken his

clothing and provifions, and the provifions of another man which he

was carrying out to him. The natives with whom they had inter-

courfe faid, that this murder was committed by fome of the people

who inhabited the woods, and was done probably in revenge for the

fhot that was fired at the natives who fome time before were ftripping

the hut.

The works during this month, both at Sydney and Parramatta, had

gone on but flowly ; as during the greater part of it the people were

employed in getting in the maize and fowing wheat.

The following were the prices of grain and other articles, as they

were fold during this month at Sydney, and at the market-place at

Parramatta,

AT PARRAMATTA.

Flour is. per lb.

Maize per bufhel from lis. to

13s.

Laying hens from 7s, 6d. to ios*

each.

Cocks for killing from 4s. 6d. to

5 s -

Chickens 2 months old 3s. each,,

Eggs per dozen 3s.

Frefh pork per lb. from is. to

is. 3d.

Salt pork per*lb. from rod. to is..

Potatoes per lb. from 3d. to 4d.

A lot of cabbages per hund. ics*.

Tea per lb. from 16s. to il. 13s..

Coffee per lb. from 2s. to 3s.

Moid fugar from 2s. to 2s. 6d„,

per lb.

AT.

AT SYDNEY.

Flour from 6d. to is. per lb.

Maize per bufhel 12s. 6d. to 15s.

Laying hens from 7s. to 10s. each.

Cocks for killing from 4s. to 7s.

each.

Eggs 3s. per dozen.

Frefh pork is. per lb.

Potatoes 3d. per lb.

Good cabbages id. each.

Greens 6d. per dozen.

Sows in pig 4I. 1 os, to 61. 6s.

Sows that were not, from 3I. to

4I. 4s.

Growing pigs from il. to 2I. 10s.

each.

Sucking pigs 10&. each.

Moift fugar from is. 6d* to 2s. 6d.

per IL
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AT SYDNEY. AT PARR AM ATTA.

Coffee 2s. to 2s. 6d. per lb. Tobacco grown in the country

Salt pork per lb. from 8d. to o,d. from is. 6d. to 2s. per lb.

Tobacco, Brazil, per lb. from 3s. Virginia of Brazil from 4s to 6s.

to 5s. per lb.

Soap from 1 s. 6d. to 2s. 6d, per lb.

Cheefe from is. 6d. to 2 s. per lb.

With infinite fatisfacYion it was obferved at the beginning of the

month of June, that the mortality and ficknefs among the people had

very much decreafed. This was attributed by the medical gentlemen

to the quantities of frefh meat which had been obtained at Parramatta

by the people who were employed to moot for the hofpital ; fuf-

ficiency having been brought in at one time to fupply the fick with

frefh meat for a week ; and for the remainder of the month in the

proportion of twice or three times a week great quantities of vege-

tables had alfo been given to thofe who were in health, as well as to

the tick, both from the public ground at the farther fettlement (which

had produced moft excellent turnips) and from the Governor's gar-

den. A fmall quantity of rum had Hkewife been from time to time

given to the invalids, and had been obferved to have been of infinite

fervice to them.

Notwithftanding the mortality and ficknefs which had prevailed

among the convicts who came in the laft mips, much labour had been

performed at the new grounds by thofe who were capable of handling

the hoe and the fpade. At this time the quantity of ground in

wheat, and cleared and broken up for maize, there and at Parramatta,

was fuch as (if not vifited again by a dry feafon), would at leaf!:, com-

puting the produce even at what it was the laft year, yield a fuffi-

ciency of grain for the prefent number of people during one twelve-

month. But every one doubted the poflibility of getting all the corn

into the ground within the proper time, unlefs the colony mould be

very fpeedily relieved from its diftreffes ; as the further reduction

z 2 which
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which mufl fhortly, unlefs fuccour arrived, take place in the ration*,

would inevitably be followed by a diminution of the daily labour.

On the 20th, however, to the inexpreffible joy of all ranks of

people in the fettlement, the Atlantic ftorefhip anchored in the cove,

with a cargo of rice, foujee, and dholl, from Calcutta, She had been

much longer performing her voyage than was expected, owing to fome

delay in procuring the articles required, and to her having befides met

with much bad weather, and fome heavy gales of wind. She brought

two bulls and a cow of the Bengal breed, together with twenty fheep

and twenty goats ; but thefe were of fo diminutive a fpecies, that,

unlefs the breed could be confiderably improved by that already in

the country, very little benefit was for a length of time to be expected

from their importation. Various feeds and plants alfo were received

from the company's botanical garden.

Information was received from Calcutta of the lofs of his Majefty's

ihip Pandora, Captain Edwards, who had been among the Friendly

Iflands in fearch of Chriftian and his piratical crew, fourteen of whom
he had fecured, and was returning with the purpofe of furveying

Endeavour Straits, when he unfortunately ftruck upon a reef in lati-

tude 23I
0

, eleven degrees only to the northward of Port Jackforr.

By his boats he providentially reached Timor with ninety-nine of

his officers and people, being all of the fhip's company that were

faved. At Timor, on his arrival, he found Bryant and his compa-

nions, who had made their efcape from Sydney in the fifhing cutter

in March 1791. Thefe people had framed and told a plaufible tale

of diftrefs, of their having been caft away at fea ; and this for a time

was believed ; but they foon, by their language to each other, and

by practicing the tricks of their former profeffion, gave room for

fufpicion ; and being taken up, their true characters and the circum-

ftances of their efcape were divulged. The Dutch Governor of

Timor delivered them to Captain Edwards, who took them on

with him to Batavia, whence he was to proceed to England. The

circumftance
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circumftance of thefe people having reached Timor confirmed what
had been fuggefted immediately after their departure,, that the matter

of the fnow Waakfamheyd had furniihed Bryant with inductions-

tow to proceed, and with every thing that he Hood in need of during

his voyage. While at Sydney this man had conftantly faid, that:

every fort of refreshment was to be procured at Timor
; yet when.

Captain Hunter, while at fea, propofed to fteer for that ifland, he de-

clared that nothing could be got there, and fo prevented that officer

from going thither. This evidently arofe from the fear of himfelf

and his friends being detected.

Had it not been for the fortunate difcovery and fubfequent delivery

of thefe people to a Captain of a Britifh man of war, the evident

practicability of reaching Timor in an open boat might have operated

with others to make the like attempt, and. to carry off boats from the

fettlement ; which during the abfence of the King's mips belonging,

to the Ration wras never difficult ; and it was now hoped, that the cer-

tainty of every boat which mould reach that or any other Dutch fet-

tlement under fimilar ciixumftances >being fufpected, and received ac-

cordingly, would have its due effect.

The fupply of provisions received by the Atlantic being confined

to grain, it became neceffary to reduce the ration of fait meat
;

and,,

on the Friday following only two pounds of pork were iffued, inftead

of four. The former allowance of flour and maize was continued,,

with the addition of one pound of rice and one quart of peaie.

On the laft day of June, fome natives from the South lhore of Bo-

tany Bay, whether, from the hope of reward, or from actually having

feen fome mips at a diftance, informed the Governor that a few days

before they had perceived four or five fail, one of which they de-

fcribed to be larger than the others, {landing off the land, with a

wefterly wind.

The different fpecies of provifions which had been received by the

Calcutta were not much efteemed by the people. The flour or

foujee, from their not knowing the. proper mode of preparing it for

6 bread*
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bread, foon became four. The peafe were complained of as boiling

hard ; and the rice was found to be full of hulks. Some pork alio,

of which eight calks had been fent as an experiment, was, on being

ifliied, found to be for the mo ft part putrid. Thefe circumftances,

together with the extreme minutenefs of the Bengal breed of cattle,

excited a general hope in the inhabitants of thefe fettlements that they

might not be left to depend on that country for fupplies. To the

parent country every one anxioufly looked for fpeedy and fubftantial

affiftance ; and day after day was paffed in the fruitlefs hope that the

morrow would come accompanied with the long-wifhed-for arrival of

mips.

The natives perfifting in having feen the mips before fpoken of,

and as every one remembered that the Juftinian, after making the

heads of Port Jackfon, had been kept at fea for three weeks, a fond

hope was cherifhed that the fun had mone upon the whitened fails of

fome approaching veflel, which had been difcovered by the pene-

trating eye of their favage neighbours. In this anxiety and ex-

pectation they remained till the 26th, when the long-looked-for fignal

was made ; and in a few hours after the Britannia ftoremip, Mr. Wil-

liam Raven mailer, anchored, after a paflage of twenty-three weeks

from Falmouth.

The Britannia was the firfl: of three mips that were to be difpatched

hither, having on board twelve months' clothing for the convicts,

four months' flour, and eight months' beef and pork for every de-

fcription of perfons in the fettlements, at full allowance, calculating

their numbers at four thoufand fix hundred and thirty-nine. It was

Hill a matter of doubt in England, whether the merchants of Calcutta

had fupplied that colony with provifions
;
and, under the idea that

fome circumftance might have prevented them, the prefent fupply was

ordered.

It was heard with much fatisfaction in the colony, that fome fteps

had been taken towards profecuting Donald Trail, the mafter of the

Neptune tranfport, for his treatment of the convicts with which he

failed
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failed from England in the year 1790. The ficknefs and mortality

which prevailed among them excited a fufpicion that they had been

improperly treated ; and information upon oath was foon procured

of many ads of neglect, ill ufage, and cruelty toward them.

On the day following the Britannia's arrival the ration was di-

rected to be increafed to (for each man)

Four pounds of maize,

Three pounds of foujee,

Seven pounds of beef, or in lieu thereof 4 lbs. of pork,.

Three pints of peafe, and.

Half a pound of rice.

Two thirds of the man's ration was to be iflued to each woman and

to every child above ten years of age ; one-half of the man's ration

to each child above two and under ten years of age, and one-fourth to

each child under two years of age.

Thus happily was the colony once more put upon fomething like a,

full ration of provifions ; a change that may be well fuppofed to have*

given univerfal Satisfaction, more particularly as at the arrival of the

Britannia there were in the public flore no more than twenty-four

days' fait provifion, at the ration then iffued. A delay of one month

in her voyage mud have placed the colony in a ftate that would have

excited the commiferation of its greater!: enemies. But with this

new ration all entertained new hopes, and trufted that their future

labours would be crowned with fuccefs, and that the neceffity of

fending out fupplies from the mother-country, until the colony could,

fupport itfelf without affiftance, would have become fo evident from

the frequency of their diftreffes, that the hiftorian would no more

have to fill his page with comparisons between what they might

have been and what they at this time were ; to lament the non-

arrival of fupplies y nor to paint the miferi.es and wretchednefs which

had enfued ; but be enabled to adopt a language to which he might

truly be faid to have been hitherto a ftranger, and paint the glowing.

profpects:
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pTofpe&s of a golden harveft, the triumph of a well- filled {lore, and

the confequent increafmg profperity of the fettlements.

His Excellency thought fit, towards the conclusion of July, to exer-

cife the power vefted in hirn by Act of Parliament, and by his Ma-

jefty's commiffion under the great feal, of remitting either wholly,

or in part, the term for which felons might be tranfported, by grant-

ing an abfolute remhTion of the term for which Elizabeth Perry had

T)een fentenced. This woman had married Rufe a fettler. The good

conducl: of the wife and the induftry of the hufband, who had for

fome time fupported himfelf, his wife, a child, and two convicts, in-

dependent of the public ftore, were the reafons afiigned in the inftru-

ment which reftored her to the rights and privileges of a free woman,

for extending to her the hand of forgivenefs.

This power, fo pleafing to the feelings of its poflerTbr, had hitherto

been very fparingly exercifed ; and thofe perfons who had felt its in-

fluence were not found to have been undeferving.

Preparing roofs for new barracks, bringing in bricks to the fpot

appointed for their conftrucYion, and difcharging the Atlantic and the

Britannia, were the principal works in hand at Sydney during July.

—At the fettlements beyond Parramatta (which had lately obtained

and were in future to be diftinguifhed by the name of Toon-gab -be)

the convicts were employed in preparing the ground for the reception

of the next year's crop of maize.

On the 1 7th of Auguft the Britannia was cleared, and difcharged

from Government employ
;

but, a deficiency appearing in the weight

of the fait provisions delivered from that fhip, a furvey was imme-

diately ordered ; and it appeared from the report of the perfons em-

ployed to conducl: it, that the cafiVs of beef were deficient, on an

average, thirty-fix pounds and one-third, and the tierces twenty-one

pounds and one-third. It alfo appeared, that the meat was lean,

coarfe, and boney, and worfe than they had ever feen ifiued in

his Majefty's fervice. A deception of this nature was of courfe

more
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more feverely felt in that country, as its inhabitants had but lately

experienced a change from a mod fcanty ration of fait provifions
;

and every ounce loft was of importance, as the fupply had been cal-

culated on a fuppofition of each caik containing its full weight.

During the month of Auguft, the Governor thought it neceflary

to iffue fome regulations to be obferved by thofe convicts whofe fen*,

tences of tranfportation had expired. The number of people of this

clefcription in the colony had been fo much increafed lately, that it

became requifite to determine with precifion the line in which they

were to move. Having emerged from the condition of convicts, and

got rid of the reftraint which was neceffarily impofed on them while

under that fubjecYion, many of them feemed to have forgotten that

they were ftill amenable to the regulations of the colony, and ap-

peared to have fhaken off, with the yoke of bondage, all reftraint and

dependence whatfoever. They were, therefore, called upon to de-

clare their intentions refpecting their future mode of living. Thofe

who wifhed to be allowed to provide for themfelves were informed,

that on application to the Judge-advocate, they would receive a cer-

tificate of their having ferved their feveral periods of tranfportation
j

which certificate they would depofit with the Commiflfary, as his

voucher for ftriking them off the provifion and clothing lift ; and

once a week they were to report in what manner and for whom they

had been employed. Such as fhould be defirous of returning to

England were informed that no obftacle would be thrown in their

way, they being at liberty to (hip themfelves on board of fuch vef-

fels as would give them a paflage. And thofe who preferred labour-

ing for the public were to give in their names to the Commiffary,

who 'would victual and clothe them as long as their fervices might

be required.

Of thofe at Sydney and at Parramatta, who had fulfilled the fen-

tence of the law, by far the greater part fignified their intention of

returning to England by the firft opportunity ; but the getting

away from the colony was now a matter of fome difficulty ; as it

A a was
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was underftood that a claufe was to be inferted in all future contracts-

for fhipping for that country, fubjecting the matters to certain penal-

ties, on certificates being received of their having brought away any

convicts or other perfons without the Governor's permiffibn ; and as,

k was not probable that many of them would, on their return, refrain

from the vices or avoid; the fociety of thole companions who had been,

the caufe of their tranfportation to that country, not many could ob-

tain the fanction of the Governor for their return, unlefs. indeed they-

had well entitled themfelves to fuch indulgence by praife-worthy cont-

duet during their refidence in the colony.

The month of September was uftiered in with rain and florrns of

wind, thunder, and lightning. At Parramatta and Toongabbe, as well

as at Sydney, much rain fell for feveral days. On the return of fine

weather, it was feen with general fatisfaction, that the wheat fown,

at the latter fettlement looked and promifed well-, and had. not fuffered.

from the rain.

On the 30th, the Britannia failed for DuIky Bay in New Zealand;,

and the fame night the Atlantic returned from Norfolk Ifland, after

fafely landing her, cargo. By her they learned, that the expectations

which had been formed of the crops at that place had been too fan-

guine ; but that their fait provifions lafted very well. Governor King^

however, wrote that the crops then in the ground promifed fa-

vourably, although he would not venture to fpeak decidedly, as they

were very much annoyed by the grub. This was an enemy produced

by the extreme richnefs of the foil ; and it was remarked, that as the

land was opened and cleared, it was found to be expofed to the

blighting winds which infeft that ifland*

The great havoc and deftruction which the reduced ration had oc*

cafioned among the birds frequenting Mount Pitt had fo thinned their

numbers, that they were no longer to be depended upon as a re-

fource. The convicts, fenfelefs and improvident, not only deftroyed

the bird, its young, and its egg, but the hole in which it burrowed
;

a circumftance which ought mod. cautioully to have been, guarded

again ft

;
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againft:; as nothing appeared more likely to make them forfake the

ifland.

The ftock in that fettlenient was plentiful ; but from being fed

chiefly on fow-thiftle daring the general deficiency of hard food, the

animals looked ill, and were as badly tailed. The Pitt, however, had

taken from the ifland a great quantity of it, for which the owners had

been repaid with many articles of comfort to which they had long

been flrangers.

The convicts, Governor King wrote, wore a very unhealthy cada-

verous appearance
;
owing, it was fuppofed, not only to fpare diet,

but to the fatigue confequent on their fo continually traverfing the

woods to Mount Pitt, by night, for the purpofe of procuring fome

fiender addition to their ration, inftead of repofing after the labours

of the day. One of thefe unfortunate people had been mot by a

fettler while in the a£t of robbing his farm ; but neither this awful

warning, nor any poffible method which the Lieutenant-Governor

had yet been able to devife, could prevent their depredations.

Governor King, having difcovered that the ifland abounded with

that valuable article lime-ftone, was building a convenient houfe for

his own refidence, and turning his attention to the conftruetion of

permanent ftorehoufes, barracks, and other neceflary buildings.

The weather had been for fome time very bad, much rain having

fallen, accompanied with ftorms of wind, thunder, and lightning. In

one of thefe ftorms the wreck of his Majefty's (hip Sinus went to

pieces and difappeared.

On board the Atlantic came fixty-two perfons from Norfolk Ifland,

among whom were feveral whofe terms of tranfportation had ex-

pired ; thirteen offenders ; and nine marine fettlers, who had given up

the hoe and the fpade, and returned to embrace once more a life to

which they certainly were, from long habit, better adapted than to that

of independent fettlers. They gave up their cftate, and returned to

Sydney to enter as foldiers in the New South Wales corps,

A A % The
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The Deputy-Surveyor arrived in the Atlantic, being fent by Mr*

King to ftate to the Governor the fituation of the fettlers late belong-

ing to the Sirius, whole grounds had, on a careful furvey, been found

to interfect each other. They had been originally laid down with-

out the affiftance of proper inftruments ; and being fituated on the

fide of the cafcade ftream, which takes feveral windings in its courfe,

the different allotments, being clofe together, naturally interfered with

each other when they came to be carried back. The fettlers them-

felves faw how difadvantageoufly they were fituated, and how utterly

impoffible it was for every one to po fiefs a diftinct allotment of fixty

acres, unlefs they came to fome agreement which had their mutual

accommodation in view ; but this, with an obftinacy proportioned to

their ignorance, they all declined : as their grounds were marked out

fo would they keep them, not giving an inch in one place, though

certain of pofiefiing it with advantage in another. Thefe people

proved but indifferent fettlers : failors and foldiers, feldom bred in the

habits of induftry, but ill brooked the perfonal labour which they

found was required from them day after day, and month after month.

Men who, from their commencing the military life, had been accuf-

tomed to have their daily fubfiftence found them, were but ill cal-

culated to procure it by the fweat of their brows, and muft have felt

great mortification in finding that without much bodily exertion they

could not provide it at all. A few months' experience convinced

them of the truth of thefe obfervations, and they grew difcontented

;

as a proof of which, they wrote a letter to the Judge-Advocate, to be

fubmitted to the Governor, flating, as a fubject of complaint among
other grievances, that the officers of the fettlement bred flock foE

their own ufe, and requefting that they might be directed to difcon-

tinue that practice, and purchafe (lock of them*

Very few of the convicts at Norfolk Ifland, whofe terms of tranf.

portation had expired, were found defirous of becoming permanent

fettlers ; the {pie object; with the. greater part of them appearing to be,

that
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that of taking ground for the purpofe of raifing by the fale of the

produce a fum fufficient to enable them to pay for their paffages to

England. The fettler to benefit that colony, the bona Jide fettler,

who fhould be a man of fome property, muft go thither from Eng-

land ; he is not to be looked for among difcharged foldlers, fhip-

wrecked feamen, or quondam convicts. Till fuch have arrived in

New South Wales, the hiftorian will have little to detail of plentiful

harvefts or well- cultivated lands; nor muft he prefume to decide on

the capabilities of the country in queftion.

Governor King, finding, after trying every procefs that came

within his knowledge for preparing and dreffing the flax-plant, that

unlefs fome other means were devifed, it never would be brought to

the perfection neceflary to make the canvas produced from it an ob-

ject of importance, either as an article of clothing for the convicts or

for maritime purpofes, propofed to the mafter of the William and;

Ann, who intended touching at Dulky Bay in New Zealand, to pro-

cure him two natives of that country, if they could be prevailed on

to embark with him, and promifed him one hundred pounds if he

fucceeded ;
hoping, from their perfect knowledge of the flax-plant,

and the fuccefs necefTary to manufacture it into cloth, that he

might one day render it a valuable and beneficial article to his

colony ; but the mafter of the fhip never returned to Norfolk

Ifland.

On the 3d of October the Britannia, which had quitted the cove

on the laft day of September, preparatory to her departure on a fifh-

ing voyage (a licence for which had been granted by the Eaft-India

Company for the fpace of three years), returned to the cove for the

purpoie of fitting for the Cape of Good Hope : the officers of the

New South Wales corps having engaged the mafter to proceed thither^

and return on their account with a freight of cattle, and fuch articles

as were not to be found in the public ftore, but which would greatly

tend to the comfort of themfelves and their foldiers. The mafter was

to receive 2000I. for the ufe of his fliip ; and eleven fliares of 200I,

each
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each were fubfcribed to purchafe the flock and other articles. Previous

to her departure the Royal Admiral Eaft-Indiaman anchored in the

cove from England, whence fhe had failed on the 30th of May. Her

paffage from the Cape of Good Hope was the moft rapid that had

ever been made, being only five weeks and three days from port to

port. On board of this fhip came ftores and provifions for the colony,

and one ferjeant with twenty privates of the New South Wales corps;

a perfon to be employed in the cultivation of the country ; another as

a mafter miller ; and a third as a mafter carpenter
;
together with two

hundred and eighty-nine male, and forty-feven female convicts. She

brought in with her a fever, which had been much abated by the ex-

treme attention paid by Captain Bond and his officers to cleanlinefs,

that great prefervative of health on board {hips, and to providing

thofe who were ill with comforts and neceffaries beyond what were

allowed for their ufe during the paffage. Of three hundred male con-

victs which (he received on board, ten only died, and one made his

efcape from the hofpital at Falfe Bay ; in return for whom, how-

ever, Captain Bond had brought on with him a male convict, who
found means to get on more from the Pitt when at that port in De-

cember laft, and who had been confined by the Dutch at the Cape

Town from her departure until this opportunity offered offending him

to Port Jackfon.

By the Royal Admiral they had the fatisfa&ion of hearing that the

Supply armed tender made good her paffage to England in fomewhat

lefs than five months. It was, however, matter of much concern to

all who were acquainted with him, to learn, at the fame time, that

Captain Hunter, who failed from this port in March, and who had

anxioufly defired to make a fpeedy paffage, had been thirteen months

performing it. His Majefty's fhip Gorgon had been at the Cape of

Good Hope, but had not arrived in England when the Royal Admiral

left that country.

They were alfo informed, that the Kitty tranfport had failed with

provifions and a few convi&s from England fome weeks before Cap-

tain
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tain Bond ; and that this gentleman had left at Falfe Bay an American
brig, freighted on fpeculation with provifions for the colony.

The fick^to the number of eighty, were immediately difembarked

from the Indiaman, and the remainder of her convicts were fent up to

Parramatta and the adjoining fettlement. At thefe places was to be

performed the great labour of clearing and cultivating the country
;s

and thither the Governor judged it neceflary at once to fend fuch con-

victs as (hould arrive in future, without permitting them to difem-

bark at Sydney; which town (from the circumflance of its being the

only place where (hipping anchored) pofTeffed all the evils and allure-

ments of a fea-port of fome flanding, and from which, if once they

got into huts, they would be with difficulty removed when wanted

;

they pleading the acquirement of comforts, of which, in fact, it would

be painful though abfolutely neceflary to deprive them. At once to

do away, therefore, the poflibility of any attachment to that part of

the colony, the Governor gave directions for their being immediately

fent from the fhip to the place of their future refidence and em-

ployment ;
and, having no other expectation, they went with cheer-

ful nefs.

It had always been an object of the firft" confequence, that the

people employed about the {lores, if not free, mould at lead have been

fo fituated as to have found it their intereft to rehft temptation. This

had never hitherto been accomplifhed
;

capital and other exemplary

punimments did not effect it;, the (lores were conftantly robbed, al-

though carefully watched, and as well fectired as bolts, loeks, and'

iron faftenings could make them. The Governor, therefore, now-

adopted a plan which was fuggefted to him
;
and, difcharging all

the convicts employed at the provifion-ftore, replaced them by

others, to whom he promifed, if they behaved well, abfolute eman^

cipation at the end of a certain number of years, to be computed:

from the dates of their refpective arrivals in this country.

If any thing could produce the integrity fo much to be defired,,

this meafure feemed the beft calculated for the purpofe ; an intereft

was created fuperior to any reward that could have been held out, a

certain
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certain falary, an increafe of ration, or a greater proportion of

cloathing. To tbofe who had no other profpeft but that of paffing

their lives in this country, how cheering, how grateful muft have

been the hope of returning to their families at no very diftant period,

if not prevented by their own mifcondu6t

!

The Britannia failed on the 24th of G&ober for the Cape of Good

Hope ; Mr. Raven taking with him Governor Philip's difpatches for

England, in which was contained a fpecific demand for twelve

months' provifions for the colony.

At Sydney and at Parramatta mops were opened for the fale of the

articles of private trade brought out in the Royal Admiraj, and a li-

cence was given for the fale of porter ;
but, under the cover of this,

fpirits found their way among the people, and much intoxication

was the confequence. Several of the fettlers, breaking out from the

reftraint to which they had been fubjetf:, conduced themfelves with

the greateft impropriety. The indulgence, which was intended by

the Governor for their benefit, was moft mamefully abufed ;
and

what he fuffered them to purchafe with a view to their future com-

fort, was retailed among themfelves at a fcandalous profit ; feveral of

the fettlers' houfes being at this time literally nothing elfe but porter-

houfes, where rioting and drunkennefs prevailed as long as the means

remained. It was much to be regretted, that thefe people were fo

blind to their own advantage ; moft of them facrificing to the diffipa-

tion of an hour what would have afforded them long comfort and

convenience, if referved for refrefliment after the fatigue of the day.

The only addition made to the weekly ration in confequence of

the arrival of the Royal Admiral was an allowance of fix ounces of

oil to each perfon; a large quantity having been put on board that

{hip, to be iflued in lieu 'of butter ; as an equivalent for which it

would certainly have anfwered well, had it arrived in the ftate in

which it was reported to have been put on board 5 but it grew rancid

on the paffage, and was in general made ufe of to burn, as a fubfti-

tute for candle. 9
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Toward the latter end of the month the convicls received a general

ferving of clothing, and other neceflary articles. To each male were
iflued two frocks made of coarfe and unfubflantial Ofnaburgs, in

which there were feldom found more than three weeks wear two
pairs of trowfers made of the fame flight materials as the frocks ; one

pair of yarn ftockings ; one hat ; one pair of fhoes ; one pound of

foap ; and three needles ; a quarter of a pound of thread, and one

comb.

The females received each one cloth petticoat ; one coarfe ftiift

;

one pair of fhoes ; one pair of yarn ftockings; one pound of foap ; a

quarter of ? pound of thread ; two ounces of pins ; fix needles ; one

thimble, and one pair of fciflars.

Thefe articles were fupplied by commillion ; and Mr. Davifon, the

perfon employed by government, was limited in the price of each ar-

ticle, which was fixed too low to admit of his furnifhing them of the

quality abfolutely neceflary for people who were to labour in that

country. The frocks and trowfers were particularly complained of
j

for it was a well-known fad, that they were much oftener worn out

within a fortnight than that they lafted three weeks.

The month clofed with a circumftance that excited no fmall degree

of concern in the fettlement : Governor Phillip fignified a determina-

tion of quitting his government, and returning to England in the

Atlantic. To this he was induced by perceiving that his health hourly

grew worfe. His Excellency had the fatisfa&ion, at the moment when

he came to this refolution, of feeing the public grounds wear every

appearance of a productive harveft.

B B
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CHAP. X.

A VESSEL FROM AMERICA ARRIVES. PART OF HER CARGO PURCHASED.—
GEORGE BARRINGTON AND OTHERS EMANCIPATED.—THE ROYAL AD-

MIRAL SAILS.-—ARRIVAL OF THE KITTY TRANSPORT. ICOll RECEIVED

BY HER.— HOSPITAL BUILT AT PARRAMATTA.— HARVEST BEGUN AT TOON-
GABBE. — RATION INCREASED.— STATE OF THE CULTIVATION PREVIOUS
TO THE GOVERNOR'S DEPARTURE. GOVERNOR PHILLIP SAILS FOR ENG-

LAND REGULATIONS MADE BY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. THE
HOPE, AN AMERICAN SHIP, ARRIVES. HER CARGO PURCHASED FOR THE
COLONY. THE CHESTERFIELD WHALER ARRIVES.—EXTREME HEAT AND
CONFLAGRATION. DEATHS IN I 792.— REGULATIONS RESPECTING DI-

VINE SERVICE. THE HOPE SAILS. THE BELLONA ARRIVES.—CARGO
DAMAGED.—INFORMATION.—TWO WOMEN AND A CHILD DROWNED.—
RATION.—KANGOOROO GROUND OPENED. SETTLERS.—TRANSACTIONS.
—THE SHAH HORMUZEAR. ARRIVES. SICKNESS AND DEATH. TWO
SPANISH SHIPS ARRIVE.

QN the ift of November the Philadelphia brigantine, Mr. Thomas
Patrickfon matter, arrived at Port Jackfon from Philadelphia.

Lieutenant-Governor King, in his paffage to Port Jackfon in 1791,
had feen Mr. Patrickfon at the Cape of Good Hope, and fuggefted to

him the advantage that might attend his taking a cargo to that

country on fpeculation. On this hint Captain Patrickfon repaired to

Philadelphia ; from which place he had failed in the beginning of April,

with a cargo confuting chiefly of American beef, wine, rum, gin, fome
tobacco, pitch, and tar.

The Governor • directed the commiffary to purchafe fuch part of

the Philadelphia's cargo as he thought was immediately wanting in

the colony ; and five hundred and fixty-nine barrels of American-

cured
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cured beef, with twenty-feven barrels of pitch and tar, were taken

into ftore ; the expence of which amounted to 2829I. us.

Notwithstanding the very long voyage which Captain Patrickfon

had had, his fpeculation did not prove very difadvantageous to him.

Much of that part of his cargo which was not taken by government,

was difpofed of among the officers and others of the fettlement ; and

the Governor hired his velTei to take provifions to Norfolk Ifland,

giving him 150I. for the run.

On the 3d of the month three warrants of emancipation palled the

feal of the territory ; one of which was in favour of a man who,

whatever might have been his conduct when at large in fociety, had

in that country not only demeaned himfelf with ftrict propriety, but

had rendered effential fervices to the colony—George Barrington.

He came out in the Active ; and had on his arrival been placed by

the Governor in a fituation at Toongabbe, which was likely to attract

the envy and hatred of the convicts, in proportion as he might be

vigilant and inflexible. He was firfl placed as a fubordinate, and

ffiortly after as a principal watchman 5 in which fituation he was

diligent, fober, and impartial ; and had rendered himfelf fo eminently

ferviceable, that the Governor refolved to draw him from the line of

convicts
;
and, with the inftrument of his emancipation, he received

a grant of thirty acres of land. He was afterwards fworn in a

peace-officer. Here was not only a reward for paft good conduct,

but an incitement to a continuance of it ; and Barrington found him-

felf, through the Governor's liberality, though not fo abfolutely free

as to return to England at his own pleafure, yet enjoying the immu-

nities of a free man, a fettler, and a civil officer, in whofe integrity

much confidence was placed.

On the 13th the Royal Admiral failed for Canton. Of the private

Ipeculations taken out in that (hip, they fold to the amount of 3600I.

and left articles to be difpofed of to the amount of 75 ol. more.

On the 1 8th the Kitty tranfport anchored in the cove from Eng-

land, after a circuitous pafiage of thirty-three weeks, round by the Rio

b b 2 de
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de Janeiro and the Cape of Good Hope. She had on board when (he

firft failed thirty female and ten male convids ; but being obliged to

put back to Spithead, eight of her ten male convids found means to

make their efcape.

Her cargo was found to have fuffered confiderahly by the bad wea-
ther which fhe had experienced ; the flour in particular, an article

which could at no time bear any diminution in that country, was
much damaged. The convicts had for a long time been nearly as

much diftrefled for utenfils to drefs their provifions, as they had been

for the provifions to drefs; and they had now the mortification to

find, that of the fmall fupply of iron pots which had been put on
board, a great part were either broken or cracked, having been literally

flowed among the provifion cafks in the hold.

There had arrived in this fhip three thoufand eight hundred and
feventy ounces of filver, in dollars. This remittance was fent out

for the purpofe of paying fuch fums as were due to the different arti-

ficers who had been employed in that country, as well as the fuper-

intendants, who had experienced much inconvenience from not re-

ceiving their falaries on the fpot ; and indeed the want of public mo-
ney had been greatly felt by every one in the colony. In this veffel

a naval agent had been fent out, to prevent delays on the paffage, and

to fee that the convids were not defrauded or opprerTed ; and likewife

a medical gentleman for the exprefs purpofe of attending to fuch con-

vids as might be ill during the voyage ; fo extremely folicitous were

the members of adminiftration to guard againft the evils which had
befallen thefe unfortunate people in former paflages.

A brick hofpital, confifting of two wards, was finifhed during the

month of November, and the fick removed to it. The fpot for this

building was at fome diftance from the principal ftreet of the town,

and convenient to the water; and, to prevent any improper commu-
nication with the other convids, a fpace was to be inclofed and paled

in round the hofpital, in which the fick would have every neceflary

benefit from air and exercife. At the other fettlement they had
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begun to reap the wheat which had been fown in April ; and for want
of a granary at that place it was put into ftacks From its not being im-

mediately thrafhed out, there was no knowing with certainty what the

produce of it was ; but it had every appearance of turning out well.

- The ear was long and full, and the draw remarkably good.

On the 3d of December the Governor, as one of his laft ads in

the fettlement, ordered one pound of flour to be added to the weekly

ration, making three pounds of that article.

On the 7th the Philadelphia failed for Norfolk Ifland.

The detachment of marines being embarked, Governor Phillip

quitted the charge with which he had been inrrufted by his fovereign,

and in the execution of which he had manifefted a zeal and perfever-

ance that alone could have enabled him to furmount the natural and

artificial obftacles which the country and its inhabitants had thrown

in his way.

The colony had now been eftablifhed within a few weeks of five

years ; and a review of what had been done in cultivation under his

Excellency's direction in that time cannot more properly be intro-

duced than at the clofe of his government.

An accurate furvey of the whole ground in cultivation, both on

account of the crown, and in the pofferTion of individuals, had been

taken by the furveyor-general, and tranfmitted to England by that

fhip ; and from the return which he then made, the following parti-

culars were extracted :

Ground in cultivation, the 16th O&ober 1792.

Acres.

In wheat - - 2o8{

In barley - - 24I

In maize - - 1 186|

Garden ground - 12 if

Ground cleared of Timber 162I

Total number of acres 1703?

At
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At this time the quantity of land which had paffed to fettlers in

the territory under the feal of the colony, amounted to 3470 acres
;

of which quantity 470 were in cultivation, and the timber cleared

from 100 more, ready for fowing
;
which, when it is confidered that

many of the fettlers had begun to cultivate fince 1 79 1 , and compared

with the public ground in cultivation, will prove that moft of them

had not been idle
;
indeed, on its being hinted to fome of them that

they had not always been fo diligent when labouring for the whole

—

Ct We are now working for ourfelves," was the reply. One material

good was, however, to be expected from a tracl: of land of that ex-

tent being cultivated by individuals : if at any time an accident fhould

happen to the crop on the public ground, they might be a refource,

though an inconfiderable one. Fortunately, no misfortune of that

nature had ever yet fallen upon the colony
;
though it had been, at

the beginning of December, very near experiencing a calamity that

would have blafted all the profpeQs of the next feafon, and in one

moment have rendered ineffectual the labour of many hands and of

many months. Two days after the wheat had been reaped, and got

off the ground at Toongabbe, the whole of the ftubble was burnt.

The day on which this happened had been unufually hot, and the

country was every where on fire. Had this befallen them while the

wheat was on the ground, nothing could have prevented the whole

from being deftroyed. From this circumftance, however, one good

refulted
;
precautions againft a fimilar accident were immediately

taken, by clearing the timber for a certain diftance round the culti-

vated land.

The flock belonging to the public was kept at Parramatta. It con-

fifted of three bulls, two bulh calves, fifteen cows, three calves, five

ftallions, fix mares, one hundred and five fheep, and forty- three hogs.

Of the fheep the Governor gave to each married fettler one ewe for

the purpofe of breeding; and to others he gave fuch female goats as

could be fpared.

His
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His Excellency, at embarking on board the Atlantic, was received

near the wharf where his boat v as lying, by Major Grofe, at the head

of the New South Wales corps, who paid him as he paffed the

honours due to his rank and fituation in the colony. The Atlantic

failed the next morning, being the nth of December.

With the Governor, embarked, voluntarily and cheerfully, two
natives of the country which he was about to quit, Bennillong and

Yem- mer-ra- wan-nie, two men who were much attached to his

perfon, and who withftood at the moment of their departure the

united diftrefs of their wives, and the difmal lamentations of their

friends, to accompany him to England ; a place which they well knew
was at a great diftance from them.

On board the Atlantic likewife went various fpecimens of the na-

tural productions of the country, timber, plants, animals, and birds 9

Among the animals were four fine kangooroos, and feveral native

dogs.

A fafe and fpeedy paffage to this fh'ip- was the general wiih, not

only on account of the Governor, whofe health and conftitution, al-

ready much impaired, might iuffer greatly by the fatigues of a pro-

traded voyage ; but that the information of which his Excellency

was in poffeflion refpecling thefe fettlements, from their eRabiim-

ment to the moment of his quitting them, might as quickly as pof-

fible be laid before adminiftration.

The government of the colony now devolved, by his MajeftyV

letters patent under the great feal of Great Britain, upon the Lieute-

nant-Governor Major Francis Grofe, of the New South Wales corps.

At his taking upon himfelf the government, on which occafion the ufual

oaths were adminiftered by the Judge-Advocate, he gave out the fol-

lowing order, regulating the mode of carrying on the duty at Parra-

matta.

" All orders given by the Captain who commands at Parramatta,

refpecling the convicts Rationed there, are to be obeyed ; and all com-

plaints or reports that would be made to the Lieutenant-Governor

when prefent, are in his abfence to be communicated to Captain Fo-

veaux,
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veaux, or fuch other Captain as may be doing duty with the detach-

ment."

This was fubftituting the military for the civil officer, which before

this period had never been the cafe; the military power having

hitherto been confidered as requifite only for the protection of the

(tores, and the difcharge of fuch duties as belonged to their profeffion,

without any mare in the direction of the colony ; the commanding
officer of the corps or regiment ferving in the territory excepted, who
held likewife the civil appointment of Lieutenant-Governor. Similar

regulations took place at Sydney ; and in a few days after they were
enforced by another order, which dire&ed, " that all enquiries by the

civil magiftrate were in future to be difpenfed with, until the Lieu-

tenant-Governor had given directions on the fubject ; and the con-

victs were on no account to be punifhed but by his particular order."

At Sydney, it had been ufual for the magiftrates to take examina-

tions, and make enquiry into the offences, either weekly, or as occafion

required, and to order fuch punifhment as they thought neceffary, al-

ways reporting their proceedings to the chief authority.

It inuft be noticed, that at this time the civil magiftrates in the

colony confided of the Lieutenant-Governor and the Ju ige-Advocate

who were Juftices of the Peace by virtue of their refpective com-
miffions ; the Rev. Mr. Johnfon ;

Auguftus Alt and Richard Atkins,

Efquires, who had been fworn in as magiftrates by authority of the

Governor. , .

As no inconvenience had ever been experienced in the mode
which was pra&ifed of conducting the bufinefs of the fettlement, the

neceffity or caufe for thefe alterations was not directly obvious ; and

could not be accounted for from any other motive, than that pre-

ference which a military man might be fuppofed to give to carrying

on the fervice by means of his own officers, rather than by any

other.

On the 17th a diftinction was made for the firft time in the ration,

the Commiflary being directed to iffue to the civil and military de-

partments, including fuperintendants, watchmen, overfeers, and fetrlers

l 3 from
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from the marines, fix pounds of flour, and but two of rice per week,

inftead of three pounds of flour and five of rice, which was the allow-

ance of the convi&s. This diftinttion was intended to be difcon-

tinued whenever the full ration could be ferved.

The ftock which had been diftributed among the fettlers by Go-
vernor Phillip for the purpofe of breeding from, appeared to have

been thrown away upon them when viewed as a breeding-ftock for

fettlers. No fooner was the Atlantic out of fight, than the major part

of them were offered for fale ; and there was little doubt, that had

they not been bought by the officers, in a very few weeks mod of

them would have been deftroyed. By this conduct, as far as their

individual benefit was concerned, they had put it out of their power

to reap the advantage which the Governor intended by his bounty to

them ; but by this means the ftock was faved, and had fallen into

hands that certainly would not wantonly deftroy it. There were

fome among the fettlers who had exchanged their fheep for goats

;

•but in general they were fo ignorant and improvident as to accept of

nothing but fpirits as the price of what, if properly ufed, would have

been to them invaluable.

About this time they were vifited by the Hope, an American fhip

from Rhode Ifland, with a fmall cargo of provifions and fpirits for

fale. The matter declared that his putting into harbour was for the

purpofe of procuring wood and water ; thus making the fale of his

cargo appear to be but a fecondary object with him.

As the colony had not yet feen the day when it could have inde-

pendently faid, " We are not in want of provifions
;
procure your

wood and water, and go your way .;" the Lieutenant-Governor di-

rected the commiffary to purchafe fuch part of his cargo as the colony

flood in need of ; and two hundred barrels qf American-cured beef,

at four pounds per barrel ;
eighty barrels of pork, at four pounds ten

{hillings per barrel
;
forty-four barrels of flour, at two pounds per

barrel ; and feven thoufand fix hundred gallons of (raw American)

fpirits, at four millings and fix-pence per gallon, were purchafed.
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The mafter of this veffel had obferved, when about the South Cape

of this country, that the weather was clear ; but after paffing the latitude

of the Maria Iflands, he found it clofe, hazy, and heated, and having:

every appearance of thick fmoke. About that time they had at Port

Jackfon much the fame kind of weather ; and the excefTive heats-

which at other times were experienced in that fettlement, had alfo

been noticed by thofe at fea, when at fome diftance from land.

A few days after the arrival of the Hope, the Chefterfield whaler

anchored in the Cove. The mafter faid that he had touched at Ker-

guelanV Land, where, fome other fhip having recently preceded

him, (which he judged from finding feveral fea-elephants dead on the

beach, and a club which is ufed in killing them,) he remained but a

fhort time, having very bad weather. He fuppofed the fhip which

preceded him, to have been the firft that had vifited thofe defolate

iflands fince Captain Cook had been there, as he found the fragments

of the bottle in which that officer had depofited a memorial of his

having examined them. This was conjecture, and might be erro-

neous, as the mere pieces of ths bottle afforded no proof that it had

been recently broken.

This gentleman's veffel was in fuch want of repair, as to make it

matter of wonder how {he had fwam fo far, particularly as her com-

plaints appeared to have been of long {landing.

During this month, two warrants of emancipation were granted
3

,

together with twenty-five acres of land to Enfign Cummings, of the

New South Wales corps* In the inftru&ions for granting lands in that

country, no mention of officers had yet been made ; it was, however,,

fairly prefumed, that the officers could not be intended to be precluded:

from the participation of any advantages which the crown might have

to beftow in the fettlements; particularly as the greater!: in its gift, the

free poffeffion of land, was held out to people who had forfeited

their lives before they were rent into that country.

Among the regulations which took place at Sydney, muft be noticed

4he difpenfing with the officer's guard which had always mounted

there.
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there, and the changing the hours of labour. The convi&s had
more time given to them, for the purpofe not only of avoiding the
heat of the day, but of making theinfelves comfortable at home.
They were dire&ed to work from five in the morning until nine; reft

until four in the afternoon, and then labour until fun-fet.

The weather during December had been extremely hot. On the 5th
the wind blew ftrong from the northward of weft

;
and, to add to the

intenfe heat of the atmofphere, the country was every where on fire.

At Sydney, the grafs at the back of the hill on the weft fide of the

cove, having either caught or been fet on fire by the natives, the

flames, aided by the wind which at that time blew violently, fpread

and raged with incredible fury. One houfe was burnt down ; feveral

gardens with their fences were deftroyed, and the whole face of the

hill was on fire, threatening every thatched hut with deftru&ion.

The conflagration was, with much difficulty, (notwithftanding the ex-

ertions of the military,) got under, after fome time, and prevented

from doing any further mifchief* At different times during this un-

comfortable day diftant thunder was heard, the air darkened, and fome

few drops of rain fell. The apparent danger from the fires, drew all

perfons out of their houfes 5 and on going into the parching air, it was

fcarcely poffible to breathe 5 the heat was infupportable; and vegetation

feemed to fufTer much, the leaves of many culinary plants being re-

duced to powder. The thermometer in the made rofe above one hun-

dred degrees. Some rain falling toward evening, this exceffive heat

abated.

At Parramatta, and Toongabbe, alfo, the heat was extreme ; the

country there too was every where in flames. One fettler was a great

fufferer. The fire had fpread to his farm
;

but, by the efforts of hfo

people and neighbours was got under, and its progrefs fuppofed to be

effe&ually checked^ when an unlucky fpark from a tree, which

had been on fire to the topmoft branch, flying upon the thatch of

the hut where his people lived, it blazed out, and the hut, with all

the out-buildings, and thirty bufhels of wheat juft got into a ftack,

were
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were in a few minutes deftroyed : the ere&ing of the hut and out-

houfes had coft 15I. a fhort time before.^ We are prepared for the

fmile which will follow the detail of this lofs ; a houfe, with out-houfes

which cofi fifteen pounds, and thirty bumels of wheat ! to be deemed

cf fufficient confequence to find a place in the hiftory of a country.

Recollect, however, gentle reader, that country was not Great Bri-

tain ; it was the infant, the diftreffed fettlement of Port Jackfon ; and

circumftances are great or fmall only by comparifon. The man who
loft his few pounds, his little all in New South Wales, deplored k as

much as he who in a happier land had loft his thoufands. This poor

man was made a beggar by his calamity ; and the man of wealth could

not have fuffered more.

There died between the ift of January and 31ft of December,.

1792, two of the civil department, fix foldiers, four hundred and

eighteen male convids, eighteen female convi&s, and twenty-nine

children ; one male convicT; was executed; and three were loft in the

woods : making on the whole a decreafe of four hundred and eighty-

two perfons.

The price of ftock, grain, and other articles, remained much the

fame as at the clofe of the former year; that of fifti and vegetables varied

from day to day - fpirits in exchange were eftimated at from twelve to

twenty millings per gallon; porter was fold from nine to ten pounds

per hogfhead, or from one milling to one milling and three-pence per

quart.

It did not appear that the fettlers had brought any new wheat or

other grain to market.

Divine fervice was now performed at fix o'clock in the morning.

For want of a building dedicated to thatpurpofe, many inconveniences

were fuffered, as well by the clergyman as by thofe who attended him.

The Lieutenant-Governor, therefore, did not require the ceremony to

be performed more than once a day ; and that the health of the con-

vids might not be injured from the heat of the fun, which at that fea-

fon of the year was exceffive, he directed the church call to be beat

at
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at a quarter before fix in the morning. The overfeers were enjoined to

be particularly careful to collect as many of their gangs to attend Mr.

Johnfon, as could conveniently be brought together; for, although it

was not wifhed that the huts fhould be left without proper perfons to

I'ook after them, it was neverthelefs expected that no idle excufe mould-

keep the convicts from attending divine fervice.

On the iotb of January 1793, the Hope failed for Canton. On the

15th, the fignal which never failed to give, fatisfaction in thecolonywas

made at the South Head, and feveral boats went down ; but when night

clofed, it was only known that a fhip was off. A large fire, for the

information of the ftranger was made, and at ten the following morn-

ing the Bellona reached the Cove from England,, whence fhe had failed

on the 8th of Auguft, having on board a cargo of ftores and provifions for

the colony ; feventeen female convicts ; five fettlers and their families ; a

perfon engaged as a mafter mill-wright r at a falary of iool. per an^-

num, and a mafter blackfmith. The Quaker families which had been

expected for fome time had engaged to take their paflage in the Bel-

lona ; but it Was faid that they had been diverted from their purpofe

by fome mifreprefentations which had been made to them refpecting

the country.

Among other articles by the Bellona, five pipes of port wine and a

quantity of rum were received, being configned to the Governor, for the

purpofe of being fold to the officers of the civil and military eftablifh-

ments at prime colt ; and three thoufand pounds of tobacco, for theufe

of the foldiers of the garrifon, and others.

The fhameful impofitions which had been practifed by many who

had carried out articles for fale in the colony, and the advantage

which in too many inftances had been taken of their necefiities, had

been properly ftated at home,, and this meafure had been adopted by

Government for their accommodation. The wine was immediately

diftributed
;
coming to the officers, after every expence, at 19I. 10s.

per hogfhead, and the rum at five (hillings per gallon. The tobacco

was likely to remain for fome time undifpofed of, as a quantity had

Beea
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been before taken to trie fettlement, and was felling at a lower price

than could be taken for that imported by this mip ; and tobacco had

formed a material article of the different inveftments in the Bri-

tannia.

They learned by the Bellona, that his Majefty's (hip Gorgon, arrived

at Spithead on the 19th of June. In her pafTage, which (be Had made

by Cape Horn, on the 1 8th of February, being In the latitude of

5 1° 30' S. and longitude 34
0
7' W. variation 13

0
if' E. fbe fell in with

twenty-nine Iflands of Ice. When the mip reached within three of

four miles of the fir ft of thefe, they obferved one compact body,

without the fmalleft appearance of any opening, bearing from N. N. E.

to W. N. W. and which, with fome difficulty, being embayed*, they

were enabled to clear, by hauling the mip from N. to W. S. W. This

was done at ten in the forenoon
;
they did not reach the extreme

weftern point of the ice until five in the evening ; and from the rate

at which the {nip failed, from her coming up with the firft ifland of

ice, until fhe cleared the north-wreft point of the field above men-

tioned, it was computed that me had run full twenty leagues.

It muft be remarked, that the Sirius, in the month of December

1788, faw feveral iflands of ice in nearly the fame latitude and lon-

gitude.

At the Cape of Good Hope, Captain Parker had met with Captain

Edwards of the Pandora, who delivered to him Mary, the widow of

Bryant, (who efcaped to Timor in the fifhing cutter,) with one of the

children, and only four of the male convi&s who accompanied Bryant

in his flight. Bryant died at Batavia, with the other child, and two

of his companions. On their arrival in England, the ftory of their

fufferings in the boat excited much companion 5
and, on being brought

up to the bar of the Old Bailey, they were ordered by the Court to

remain in Newgate until the period of their original fentence of trans-

portation mould expire, there to finifti their unfuccefsful attempts to

regain their liberty*

* When near this great body of rce* the thermometer was as low as 'thirty-fix degrees and

it rofe from that point, as lie drew off, to forty degrees^

12 On
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On the landing of the Bellona's cargo, much of it was found to be da-

maged
; the fhip had been overloaded, and had met with very boifte-

rous weather on her pa'ffage; This practice of crowding too much-
into one fhip, had in many inftanees been very prejudicial to the
colony ; in the prefent inftance, of the Ruffle,Duck (which Govern-
ment had ordered for the frocks and trowfers of the convi&s, inftead

of the Ofnaburgs fo much complained of,) fixty-eight bales, contain-

ing thirteen thoufand one hundred and forty-eight yards, and which
was mod excellent of its kind, were damaged

; fixty-nine calks of

flour alfo were found to be much injured. Of feventy-fix hogfheads of

molaffes, eleven hundred and feventy-two gallons were found to have

leaked out; one hundred and ninety-eight gallons of wine, and

feventy-nine gallons of rum were deficient, owing to improper flow-

age ; three hundred and thirty-five hammocks, thirteen rugs, five hun-

dred and twenty-feven yards of brown cloths, and one cafe of ftation-

• ary, were rendered totally unfit for ufe. Of thefe articles, there was

not one which in its proper Mate would not have been moft valuable;

and when the expence attending their conveyance, the inconvenience

that muft be felt for the want of every damaged article, and the im-

poffibility of getting them replaced for a great length of time, were

considered, it was difficult to ascertain their precife value;

Among the occurrences of the month, was the untimely end of

two women and a child. Thefe unfortunate people had been drinking

with others at Sydney, and were proceeding to Parramatta, in a boat

withWilliam-^ the hufband of one of the women,, when the boat upfet,,

and the man alone was faved, though he had fnatched his infant from

the wretched mother's grafp before fhe finally funk, and brought it

to more ; but for want of immediate medical aid, it was foon pafb

the troubles in which a lengthened date would moft probably have

feen it involved ; for its parents had been noted for their depravity;

they had been rioting and fighting with each other the moment before

they got into the boat ; and it was faid, that the woman had impre-

cated every evil to befal her and the infant which me carried about
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her (being fix months gone with child), if me accompanied herhuf-

band to Parramatta. The bodies of thefe two unfortunate women were

found a few days afterwards, when the wretched unfeeling hufband bu-

ried his wife and child within a very few feet of his own door. The

profligacy of this man, indeed, manifefted itfelf in a ftrange manner :

a. fhort time after he had thus buried his wife, he was feen fitting at

his door, with a bottle of rum in his hand,, and a&ually drinking one

glafsand pouring another on her grave until it was emptied., prefacing

-every libation, by declaring how well fhe had loved it during her life.

He appeared , to be in a ftate of infanity, as this anecdote certainly

teftifies ; but the melancholy fate of thofe two beings who ought to

have b^en fo dear to him, did not appear to have fat heavy on his

heart. « •

The Lieutenant-Governor's prefence being required at Sydney, the

head-quarters of his regiment, and the feat of government, he de-

puted his truft at Parramatta to one of the captains of his corps, who
was at all times to refide there, that he might be ready to attend to'

the various applications from fettlers, and bufmefs which hourly oc-

curred.

The Lieutenant-Governor propofing to open and cultivate "the ground

commonly known by the name of Kangooroo ground, fituate to the

weftward of the town of Sydney, between that fettlement and Parra-

matta, a gang of eonvicls was fent from the latter place for that pur-

pofe. The foil here was much better for agriculture than that imme-

diately adjacent to the town of Sydney, and the ground lay well

for cultivation ; but it had hitherto been neglected, from its being defi-

cient in that grand effentiai water, on which account Parramatta had

been preferred to it. The eligibility of cultivating it, was now, how-

ever, going to be tried ; and permiffion having been received by the

Bellona to grant lands to thofe officers who might defire it, provided

the fituations of the allotments were fuch as might be advantageous to

bonafi.de fettlers hereafter (if they ever fhould fall into fuch hands), fe-

veral officers chofe this as the fpot which they would cultivate ; and al-

lotments
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lotments of one hundred acres each, were marked out for the clergyman

(who, to obtain a grant there, relinquifhed his right to the land allot-

ted for the minifter), for the principal furgeon, and two officers of the

corps.

Early in February, the fettlers who came out in the Bellona took

poffeflion of their grounds. Being all free people, one convid: ex-

cepted, who was allowed to fettle with them
;
they gave the appella-

tion of" Liberty Plains** to the diftrid in which their farms were fitii-

ated. The conditions under which they engaged to fettle were, " To
have their paffages provided by Government* ; an affortment of tools

and implements to be furniihed them from the public (lores ; to be

fupplied with two years' provifions ; their lands to be granted free of

expence ; the fervice of convicts alfo to be affigned them, and thefe

were likewife to have two years' provifions, and one year's clothing."

Many more officers availed themfelves* of the affent given by Go-

vernment to their occupying lands, and fixed fome at Parramatta, and

others in different parts of the harbour. They began their fettlements

in high fpirits ; the neceffary tools and implements of hufbandry were

furniihed to them from the ftores ; and they were allowed each the ufe

of ten convids. From their exertions the Lieutenant-Governor was

fanguine in his hopes of being enabled to increafe confiderably the cul-

tivation of the country
;
they appeared, indeed, to enter vigoroufly

into his views ; and not being reftrained from paying for labour with

fpirits, they got a great deal of work done at their feveral farms (on

thofe davs when the convi&s did not work for the public), by hiring

the different gangs j the great labour of burning the timber after it

was cut down, requiring fome fuch extra aid.

On Monday the 25th, the Shah Hormuzear, of four hundred tons

burthen, arrived from Calcutta, commanded by Mr. Bampton, who

had embarked fome property on a private fpeculation. He had on

* Government paid for each perfon above ten years of age, the fum of eight pounds eight

millings ; and allowed one fhilling^r diem for vidualling them, and fix-pence per diem for every

one under that age,
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board, when he failed* one bull, twenty-four cows, two hundred and

twenty fheep, one hundred and thirty goats, Eve horfes, and fix affes
;

together with a quantity of beef, flour, rice, wheat, gram, paddy,

and fugar ; a few pipes of wine, fome flat iron, and copper fufficient

for the Hoop's bottom which had been received in frame by the Pitt

;

a large quantity of fpirits, and fome -canvas. In the article of ftock,

however, Mr. Bampton had been unfortunate. His cattle died i of

the fheep more than half perifhed ; one horfe and three affes died ; and

very few of the goats furvived the voyage, though by no means a

long one, having been performed in eight weeks, and in good weather.

This mortality evidently did not proceed from any want of proper care,

but was to be afcribed to their having been embarked immediately on

being taken from the fields, and confequently wanting that (lamina

which a fea voyage required. The fettlement not yet being in poffef-

fion of that plenty, ,which would have warranted the rejecting of a.

cargo of provifions, particularly when brought on fpeculation, this

was purchafed, although not immediately wanted ; but it was confi-

dered that the hour of diftrefs might again arrive, and occafion might

occur that would excite a wifh, perhaps in vain,, for a, cargo of provi,-

fions from Bengal. In addition to thefe reafons, it mult be remarked,

that the different articles which were purchafed were of the beft quar

lity, and offered on reafonable terms.

There had arrived in the Chefterfield a perfon who was formerly a,

convict, and who had been allowed to quit the country in the Admiral

Barring-ton, which veffel he had left, and embarked at the Cape with,

Mr. Alt, in his fhip, by which means he returned back to the fettle-

ment of Sydney, where he circulated a report, that feveral of the con*-

vicls who had got on board of thefe two mips,, had been landed by

order of the matters at an ifland which they met with in their paffage

to Batavia,, inhabited indeed, but by favages ; and that thofe who re-

mained experienced fuch inhuman treatment, that they were glad to

run away from them at the firft port where any civilifed people were

to be found. He was himfelf among this number, and now declared

that
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that he was ready to make oath to the truth of his relation. If there

was any truth in his account, and the mafters of thefe mips did

actually turn any people on fhore in the manner already defcribed, it

was more than probable that an act: of fuch apparent cruelty had been

occafioned by fome attempt of the convids to take the (hips from

them ; and the numbers which were fuppofed to have been on board

rather juftified the fuppofition. Captain Manning, of the Pitt, who
had taken twenty men and nine women from the fettlement, found

them fo ufelefs and troublefome, that he was very glad to leave the

greateft part of them at Batavia, and regretted ever having received

them on board. When thefe circumftances mould be made public,

it was thought that the mafters of fhips would not in future be fo de~

firbus of recruiting their fhips' companies from among the inhabitants

of that colony.

On the 13th of March, a Spanifh officer arrived at the Governor's

houfe, with information that two fhips of his country had anchored in

the lower part of the harbour. Thefe proved to be the veffels of

whofe expected arrival intelligence had been received from England

in the year 1790, and to whom it was recommended that every at-

tention fhould be paid. They were named the Defcuvierta and At-

revida (the Difcovery and Intrepid) ; the former commanded by Don
Alexandro Malafpina, with a broad pendant as the commander of

the expedition, and the latter by Don Jofe de Buftamante y Guerra.

They had been three years and a half from Europe on a voyage of

difcovery and information ; and were now arrived from Manilla, after

a paflage of ninety-fix days
;
touching in their way to Sydney at Dufky

Bay in New Zealand, which they had left about a fortnight.

On their going up, they anchored juft abreaft of the two points

which formed Sydney Cove, declining to falute, as it was not in the

power of the Governor to return it. Thefe fhips were of three hundred

and five tons burden each, and were built for the particular voyage

on which they were fent. Great care was obfervable in their con-

ftrucVion, both as to the ftrength of the veflels, the accommodation of

d d 2 the
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the officers/and the equipage. They were well manned, and had, he-

fide the officers cuftomary in kings' fhips, a botanift and a limner on

board, each veffel.

They had vifited all the Spanifh poffeffions in South America and

Other parts of the world, afcertaining with precifion their boundaries

and fituations
;
gaining much information refpe&ing their cuftoms and

manners, their importance with regard to the mother-country, and

their various productions commercial, agricultural, botanical, and

mineral. Fof all which purpofes the officers on board appeared to

have been fele&ed with the happieft fuccefs. They moft forcibly re-

minded the gentlemen of the colony of the unfortunate Count de la

Peyroufe and his followers, of whom the Spaniards had only heard

that they were no more ; and for whofe deftiny they exprefTed a feel-

ing, arifing from their having traverfed the ocean in the fame purfuits^

and followed in the fame path. Equally fincere and polite as Count

de la Peyroufe, the Spanifh commodore paid a tribute to the abilities

and memory of our circumnavigator Cook, in whofe fteps the Che-
valier Malafpina, who was an Italian Marquis and a Knight of Malta,

declared it was a. pleafure to follow, as it left him nothing to attend

to, but to remark the accuracy of his obfervations. They loft at the

ifland of Luconia, Don Antonia Pineda, a colonel of the Spanifh

guards, who was charged with that department of the expedition,

vvhich refpecled the natural hiftory of the places that they vifited.

They fpoke of him in very high terms as a man of fcience and a

gentleman.

.
Having requefted to erect an obfervatory, they chofe the Point of

the Cove on which a hut had been built for Bennillong, making ufe

of the hut to fecure their inftruments. They did not profefs to be in

want of much affiftance ; but fuch as they did require was directed 1

to be furnifhed them.'without any expence ; it was indeed too incon-

fiderable to become an.object of charge.

The arrival of thefe ftrangers, together with that of the fhip from

Bengal, gave a pleafant diverfity to the dull routine that commonly

prevailed

12
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prevailed in the town of Sydney, every one driving to make their

abode among them as cheerful as pofhble, and to convince them, that

though fevered from the mother-country, and refiding in woods and
among favages, they had not forgotten the hofpitalities due to a

ftranger.

On the 21ft,. the Kitty returned from Norfolk Ifland. Governor
King had fent back in her a number of free people and convicts,,

having been defired to get rid of any fuch characters as might be

dangerous or troublefome to him*

This gentleman wrote very favourably of the fettlement under his

command* The crops had been fo abundant as to infure him a fuf~

ficiency of wheat and maize for the next twelve months. The in-

habitants were healthy, and the behaviour of the convicts had m
general merited commendation.

Lime-ftone having been found in great abundance, enabled Mr*.

King to erect buildings with more extent and fecurity than had hi-

therto been done in New South Wales : feveral cafks of this ufeful ar-

ticle were now imported in the Kitty, with a quantity of plank-

Eight of the marine fettlers, whofe grounds, on extending the lines

©f their allotments, were found to interfect each other, and who had

declined fuch accommodation as Governor King thought it proper to

offer them, had refigned their farms, and preferred returning to their,

former profefhon,.

C H A P.
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v "CHAP. XL ~<,\ ?
U

'^sm-ft

THE SPANISH SHIPS SAIL*—THE CHESTERFIELD RETURNS FROM NORFOLK
ISLAND.—A CONTRACT ENTERED INTO FOR BRINGING CATTLE FROM IN-

DIA*—-THE DAEDALUS ARRIVES.—CATTLE LOST.—DISCOVERIES BY CAP*

TAIN VANCOUVER.—TWO NATIVES OF NEW ZEALAND BROUGHT IN.—
BENGAL SHIP SAILS.—PHOENOMENON IN THE SKY.—LANDS CLEARED BY

OFFICERS.—MUTINY ON BOARD THE KITTY.—HIS MAJESTY*S BIRTH-DAY.—
STATE OF THE PROVISION STORES. THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES.—LOSS OF

CATTLE.—GENERAL ACCOUNT OF CATTLE PURCHASED, LOST IN THE PAS-

SAGE, AND LANDED IN NEW SOUTH WALES. NATIVES THE DiEDALUS
SAILS FOR NOOTKA. TEMPORARY CHURCH FOUNDED. CRIMINAL
COURT.—COUNTERFEIT DOLLARS IN CIRCULATION. TWO SOLDIERS DE-

SERT.— THE BODDINGTON ARRIVES.—GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL HELD.
— THE BRITANNIA CHARTERED FOR BENGAL. IRISH CONVICTS STEAL

A BOAT. THE SUGAR-CANE ARRIVES.—INTENDED MUTINY ON BOARD
PREVENTED.—EXCURSION TO THE WESTWARD.

*"J^HE Spanifh Officers having nearly completed the aftronomical ob-

fervations which the Commodore thought it neceffary to make in

that port, that officer fignified his intention of fhortly putting to Tea

on the further profecution of the inftruclions and orders which he had

received from his court. Previous to their departure, however, the

Lieutenant-Governor, with the officers of the fettlement and of the

corps, were entertained firft on board the Decuvierta, and the next

day on board the Atrevida, the Lieutenant-Governor being each day

received with a falute of nine guns, with a Spanifh flag hoifted on the

foretop-maft-head, being the compliment that is paid in the Spanifh

fervice to a Lieutenant-General. The dinner was prepared and

ferved up after their own cuflom, and bore ev^ry appearance of having

been
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been furnimed from a plentiful market*. The healths of their re-

fped:ive fovereigns, being united in one wifh, were drank with every

token of approbation, under a difcharge of cannon
; and " Pro-

fperky to the Britifh Colonies in* New South Wales,'* concluded the

ceremonials of each day.

The Commodore prefented the Lieutenant-Governor with two

drawings of Sydney and Parramatta, done in Indian ink, by F. Bram-

bila
;
together with a copy of the aftronomical obfervations which had

been made at the obfervatory, and at Parramatta. From thefe it ap-

peared, that the longitude of the obfervatory which they had erected

at the Point, deduced from forty- two fets of diftanees of the fun

and moon, taken on the morning of the 2d of April, was 15 1° 18' 8"

E. from Greenwich, and the latitude 33° 51' 28" S* The latitude of

the Governor's houfe from Parramatta was 33
0 48' S. 1 and the

diftance Weft from the obfervatory about nineteen miles.

The Commodore left a packet with difpatches for the Spanim am-

bafiador at the court of London, to be forwarded by the firft fhip

which mould fail for England; and on the 12th both mips failed.

Their future route was never exa&ly fpoken of by them ; but from

what the officers occafionally threw out, it appeared that they ex-

pected to be in Europe in about fourteen months from their depar-

ture. They fpoke of vifiting the Society and Friendly Iilands, and of

proceeding again to the coaft of South America.

As it had been the general wifh of the gentlemen of the fettlement

to render the refidence of the ftrangers, while among them, as plea-

fant as their fituation would allow, they received with great fads-

faction the expreffions of regret which they teftified at their depar-

ture ; a regret that was at lean: equal on the part of thofe to whom ft

was profeffed. Their fociety was very fmall
;
they could not there-

fore but fenfibly feel the lofs of thefe gentlemen, who united to fo

much fcientific knowledge thofe qualities of the heart which render

* A fmall cow from Monterry was facrifked on the occafion*

men
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fnen eftimable in fociety ; and the names of Malafpina, Buftamante,

Tova, Efpinofa, Concha, Cevallos, Murphy, Robredo, Quintano,

Viona, Novales, Pineda, Bauza, Heencke, Nee Ravenet, and Bram-

bila, were not likely to be foon forgotten by the officers of Sydney.

During their flay the greateft harmony fubfifted between the feamen

of the two fhips and their people, the latter in but few inftances exer-

cifing their nimble-fingered talents among them
;

fuch, however, as

did choofe to hazard a difplay, and were detected, received fevere

punimment.

A few days before the departure of thefe fhips the Ghefterfield re-

turned from Norfolk Ifiand. She had anchored for fome days in

Cafcade Bay, where Governor King had conftrudted a wharf, and had

hopes of making the landing more convenient than could ever be

practicable at Sydney Bay. This was truly a defideratum, as few

fhips had gone to this ifland without having, in the courfe of their

ftay, either been blown off, or been in fome danger on the fhore.

The matter of the Shah Hoxmuzear having laid before the Lieu-

tenant-Governor fome propofals for conveying cattle to that country,

they were taken into confideration ; and in a few days a contracT was

entered into between Mr. Bampton on his own part, and Major

Grofe^on the part of the crown; wherein it was covenanted, that Mr.
Bampton mould freight, at fome port in India, a fhip with one hun-

dred head of large draught cattle ; one hundred and fifty tons of the

beft provifion rice, and one hundred and fifty tons of the bed dholl,

both articles to be equal in quality to famples then produced ; and one

hundred tons of the beft Irifh-cured beef or pork
;

or, in lieu of the

fait provifions, fifty tons of rice. For the cattle, Mr. Bampton was

to receive at the rate of thirty-five pounds fterling per head for all

that fhould land in a merchantable condition in the colony ; for the

rice, twenty-fix pounds fterling, and for the dholl, eighteen pounds

fterling for every merchantable ton which fhould be landed ; and laftly,

four-pence halfpenny per pound for the fait provifions. The mafter

was
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was bound in one thoufand five hundred pounds penalty to fulfil

thefe conditions.

On the 20th the Daedalus ftore fhip, from the north-wed coaft of

America, arrived in Sydney Cove. The Daedalus left England with a

cargo of provifions and ftores, confifting chiefly of articles of traffic, for

the ufe of the veffels under the command of Captain Vancouver, whom
fhe joined at Nootka Sound, on the north-weft coaft of 4*nerica ; and it

was defigned that (he fhould, after delivering her cargo, be difpatched

to that colony with fuch ftock as fhe might be able to procure from

the different iflands whereat fhe might touch, and be afterwards em-
ployed as the fervice might require, fhould Captain Vancouver not

make any application for her return ; which was thought probable, as

well as that he might require fomte affiftance from the colony.

Captain Vancouver, after taking out as much of the cargo as could

be received on board the veffels under his command, difpatched her

according to his order, although not fo early as he could have

wifhed, owing to particular circumftances ; and he was now obliged

to fend with her a requifition for the remainder of the provifions and

ftores being returned to him, together with a certainty of provifions

from the colony ; the whole to be difpatched from thence fo as to

join him, either at Nootka or fome of the Sandwich Iflands, in the

month of October following.

Out of fix bulls, twelve cows, fix rams, eight ewes, and one hundred

liogs* which the Daedalus had on board, four fheep and about eighty

hogs only furvived the voyage, wlaich was again imputed to their

being taken from grafs. The hogs were in general much reduced,

though apparently of a very fine breed. They had been brought

from Otaheite.

The Daedalus having touched at the northernmoft ifland of New
Zealand, Lieutenant Hanfan brought away with him two natives of

that country, according to directions which he had received, for the

purpofe of inftrucYing the fettlers at Norfolk Ifland in the manu-

e e fa&ure
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failure of the flax-plant. They were both young men, and were fent

in the Shah Hormuzear to that place.

Captain Vancouver tranfmitted by Lieutenant Hanfon a chart, and

drawings of a fpacious harbour, which he difcovered on the fouthern

moft coaft of New South Wales, and which he named King George

the Third's Sound. Its fituation was without the line prefcribed as

the boundary of the Britiih poffeffions in that country, being in the

latitude of 35
0
05' 30" South, and longitude 1 18 0

34/ o" Eaft. He
alfo fent an account of the difcovery of a dangerous duller of rocks,

which he named the Snares ; the largeft of thefe was about a league

in circuit, and lay in latitude 48° 03
/
S. and longitude 166 0 20' Eaft,

bearing from the fouth end of New Zealand S. 400 W. true, twenty

leagues diftant, and from the fouthernmoft part of the Traps (rocks

difcovered by Captain Cook) S. 6yi° W. true, twenty leagues diftant,

The largeft of thefe rocks, which was the higheft and the north*

eafternmoft, might be feen in clear weather about eight or nine

leagues. The whole clufter was compofed of feven barren rocks, ex-

tending in a direction about N. 70° E. and S. 70
0
W.. true, occupying;

the fpace of about three leagues.

The Chatham, being feparated in a gale of wind from the Dif-

covery, fell in with an ifland, which was named " Chatham liland,""

along the north-fide of which fhe failed for twelve leagues. It was

fituated in latitude 43° 48' S, and longitude 183
0 oi

/
Eaft, and its in-

habitants much refembled the natives of New Zealand.

The natives, who now and then (hewed 'themfelv.es about the diftant

fettlements, towards the latter end of the month wounded a convict:

who was taking provifions to a fettler at Profpe.cl: .Hill. The wound

was not dangerous; but it occafioned the lofs- of the provifions with*

which he was intrufted.

The rain of April came too late to fave the Indian corn of the feafon,,

which now wore a moft unpromifing appearance. Another grain-

had been lately introduced into the fetdemerit, and grown at Toon-

gab be.



1 793-1 OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 2l r

gabbe and other places, which they thought would anfwer well for

ftock. This was the caffre corn of Africa, and had every appearance
of proving a ufeful grain.

An extraordinary appearance in the fky was obferved by feveral peo-

ple between five and fix o'clock in the evening of Friday the 12th of
the month. It was noticed in the north-weft, and appeared as if a
ray of forked lightning had been ftationary in that quarter of the fky

for about fifteen minutes, which was the time it was vifible. It was
not to be difcerned, however, after the fun had quitted the horizon.

In the beginning of the month the weekly ration had been altered,

the male convicts receiving, inftead of feven, four pounds of flour • to

which were added four pounds of wheat and fix pounds of maize in

the cob : the allowance of fait provifions remained unaltered ; but

the oil being expended, fix ounces of fugar were ifTued in lieu of that

article. The people themfelves allowed this to be a good ration.

With a ration that they admitted to be a good one, with about fix

hours labour during five days of the week, and with the advantages

of gardens and good huts, the fituation of the convids might at this

period be deemed comfortable, and fuch as precluded all excufe for

mifconducl:. Robberies were, notwithftanding, often committed,

and the maize, which was ftill in the field, fuffered continual de-

predations.

A diftin&ion was again made in the ration ferved to the civil and

military; they receiving fix, inftead of four pounds, of flour, which

was the convicts' allowance.

About the middle of the month the weather was extremely bad.

On the 15th a report was fpread, in the midft of a moft violent fquail

of wind and rain, that a fhip was coming in. Every one believing it

to be true, the town was foon in motion, notwithftanding the ftorm
;

for, although it was not then fo rare as it had been to hear of a fhip.,

yet there was always fomething cheering and grateful, and perhaps

ever will be, in entertaining the idea that their fociety was about

.to be increafed, and that they were on the point of receiving

J2 e 2 intelligence:
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intelligence from their connections, or information of what was doing

in the world from which they felt themfelves almoft fevered. On this

occafion, however, they were difappointed ; for they foon learned that

no fignal had been made, nor a Ship feen to occafion it. But they

had been well trained in New South Wales to meet and endure dis-

appointment.

The principal labour in hand at Sydney during the month of May
was what the building of the barracks occafioned ; and at the other

Settlements the people were chiefly employed in getting into the

ground the grain for the enfuing feafon, and in preparing for Sowing

the maize. This article having in the late feafon proved very un-

profitable, the Lieutenant-Governor determined to fow with wheat as

much of the public grounds as he could ; and every fettler who chofe

to apply was permitted to draw as much wheat from the public

granary as his ground required, proper care being taken to infure its

being applied to that ufe. At Toongabbe no addition had been

made to the public ground Since Governor Phillip's departure ; but by

a Survey made at the latter end of this month it appeared, that the of-

ficers to whom lands had been granted, had cultivated and cleared

two hundred and thirty-three acres, and had cut down the timber

from two hundred and nineteen more. All the Settlers of a different

deScription had added Something to their grounds ; and there were

many who might be pronounced to be advancing Salt toward the com-

fortable Situation of independent farmers.

The quantity of land granted Since the Governor's departure

amounted to one thouSand five hundred and Seventy-five acres, eight

hundred and thirty of which lay between the towns of Sydney and of

Parramatta, the Lieutenant-Governor wifhing and purpofing to form

a chain of farms between thofe Settlements. The advantages to be

derived from this communication were, the opening of an extent of

country in the neighbourhood of both townmips, and the benefit that

would ultimately accrue to the colony at large from the cultivation of

a track of as good land as any that had been hitherto opened
;
by

5 i
fomty
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Tome, indeed, it was deemed fuperior to the land immediately about

Parramatta or Toongabbe. In this chain, on the Parramatta fide,

were placed thofe fettlers who had gone out in the Bellona; and, al-

though they had only taken pofTeffion of their farms about the middle

of February, they had got fome ground ready for wheat, and by their

mduftry had approved themfelves deferving of encouragement.

The Kitty tranfport being fitted for her return to England, it was

intended that me mould fail on the fecond of June. Her departure

was, however, delayed by the appearance of a mutiny among the

failors at the very moment of being ordered to get the anchor up and

proceed to fea. The mafter, Mr. George Ramfay, had frequently

complained of fome of the failors of his fhip for various offences, and

feveral of them had been punifhed on fhore
;
one, in particular, of the

name of Williams. This man and four others were found by the

mafter drinking, and with a light burning in the forecaftle, at the im-

proper hour of twelve at night. On being ordered to put out the

light, they refufed, fwearing that if the mafter put it out they would

light it again. This, however, he effected; when he was feized by

Williams and the other failors, and thrown into the water. For-

tunately he could fwim, (a circumftance unknown to thefe mifcreants)

and he reached the fhip's fide, whence, the mate coming to his affift-

ance, he was, though with fome difficulty, (being a very heavy man)

got into the £hip. The mafter, notwithstanding this outrage, would

have put to fea the next morning ; but when he ordered the topfails

to be hoifted, and the fhip got under way, Williams flood forward,

and, for himfelf and the reft, declared with much infolence, that the

anchor mould not be weighed until the proper number of hands be-

longing to the mip were on board (me was deficient three men and

two boys, the latter of whom had run away the night before). The

anchor, however, was got up by the afliftance of the paffengers and

fome people of the fettlement, who had boats alongfide. The Lieu-

tenant-Governor, on being informed of the dangerous and alarming

temper which the feamen manifested, refolved, by taking a firm and

very

/
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very a&ive part, to crufh the diforder at once. He accordingly went
on board in perfon, with fome foldiers, and returned with Williams

and two others who were pointed put to him ; when they were taken

to the public parade, and there punifhed, Williams with one hundred

and fifty, and his companions with one hundred lames each. In the

moment of punimment Williams's courage forfook him and the fpirit

which he had difplayed on board was all evaporated. He would have

faid or done any thing to have averted the lafh; yet he well knew
what a flogging was, having been flogged from fhip to fhip at Spit-

head for a fimilar offence.

The appearance of a mutiny is at all times and in every fituation to

be dreaded ; but in that country nothing could be more alarming.

The Lieutenant-Governor faw the affair in that light
; and, with a

celerity and firmnefs adapted to the exigency of the cafe, reftored

tranquillity and fafety to all thofe who were concerned in the fate of

the Kitty. On the following day feveral depofitions were taken by

the Judge-Advocate, for the purpofe of being tranfmitted to the

Navy-Board; and, the three feamen being replaced by convi&s, the

Kitty proceeded on her voyage.

On the fourth of June his Majefty's birth-day was, as ufual, fet

apart as a day of reft: from labour, and dedicated to feftivity. On
this occafion his Excellency ordered twelve of the largeft hogs which

had been received by the Daedalus, to be killed and divided among
the military, fuperintendants, and fick at the hofpital.

Notwithstanding the purchafes of provifions which had fortunately

been made from the Philadelphia brigantine before Governor Phillip's

•departure, and fince that time from the Hope and from the Shah

Hormuzear, the Lieutenant-Governor found it neceffary on the 12th

of the month to give notice, " That unlefs fupplies arrived before the

2 2d, he fhould be under the difagreeable neceffity of ordering the ra-

tion to be reduced on that day." The ftate of the ftore but too well

authorized this determination, it containing at the prefent ration not

more than ten weeks' fupply of any fingle article ; and it muft be re-

marked,

0
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marked, that but for the purchafes which had been mod fortunately

made, the colony muft at that moment have been again groan-
ing under the oppreffion of a very reduced ration ; and as none of
thefe incidental fupplies could be known in England, it was fair to

conclude, that the probable, nay certain diftrefs of thefe lucklefs peo-
ple, muft have been adverted to, and that mips with provifions were
now not very diftant. Under this idea, although on the 2 2d no fup-

plies had arrived, the Lieutenant-Governor determined to wait one
week longer before he direded the neceffary reduction. It was al-

ways a painful duty to abridge the food of the labouring man, and
had been much too often exercifed in that country. The putting ofr^

therefore, of the evil day for another week, in the hope of any decreaie

being rendered unneceflary by the arrival of fupplies, met with general

applaufe.

On the Monday following, at nine o'clock at night, the joyful tidings

were announced of the arrival of the Britannia, for whofe fafety fears

had been entertained, eight months having elapfed fince me had left

that port. To doubt her welcome, would be to conclude that the

inhabitants had had their whole flock of feeling exhaufted by the

various trials to which they had been expofed.

Mr, Raven touched at Dufky Bay in New Zealand y and of the

timber which he found there he made a very favourable report, pro-

nouncing it to be light, tough, and in every refpeffc fit for mails or

yards. From New Zealand the Britannia, after rounding Cape Horn,

proceeded to the ifland of Santa Catherina, on the Brafil coaft, where the

Portuguese have a Settlement, and from whofe Governor Mr. Raven

received much civility during the eighteen days that he remained

there. Not being able at this place to procure any of the articles

which he was inflru&ed to purchafe, (one cow and one cow- calf ex-

cepted,) he flood over to the African continent, and arrived at the

(pape of Good Hope on the 24th of March. At this port he took on

board thirty cows ; three mares 5 .twelve goats ; a quantity of flour,

Sugar,, tobacco and Spirits; with other articles, according to the orders

. of
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of his employers. Mr. Raven afforded another inftance of the great

difficulty attending the tranfporting of cattle to that country
;

for,

notwithftanding the extreme care and attention which had been paid

to them, twenty-nine of the cows and three goats unfortunately died.

From the length of time which the Britannia had been abfent, ob-

fervation was forcibly drawn to the diftance whereat this colony

was placed from any quarter which could furnifti it with fupplies

;

and a calculation of the length of time which had been taken by

other fhips to procure them, confirmed the neceflity that exifted

of ufing every exertion which might place it in a ftate of inde-

pendence.

The difficulty of introducing cattle into the colony had been ren-

dered evident by the mifcarriage of the different attempts made by

the feveral (hips. In this particular they had indeed been Angularly

unfortunate ; for they had not only loft the greater part of what had

been purchafed and embarked for the colony, as will have appeared

;

but they had at the beginning, as may be remembered, loft the few

that did furvive the paffage. Of thefe, it was not known with any

certainty what had been the fate. Some of the natives who refided

in the fettlement, on obferving cattle which had been landed, declared

that they had feen fuch animals deftroyed by their own people; and

even offered to lead any one to the place where fome of their bones

might be found ;
but, from the diftance of the fuppofed foot, and

more important concerns, this had never been fought after. It was

very probable that they had been fo deftroyed ; if not, and that they

had met with no other accident, their increafe at this time muft have

been very confiderable.

Of the ftock which had been landed in the colony, there remained

at this time three bulls, twenty-one cows, feven calves. Sheep, horfes,

and hogs, were found to endure, better than any other ftock, the rough

weather which was in general met with between the, Cape of Good

Hope and that country.

The
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e natives had latterly become very troublefome, particularly in

lurking between the difFerent fettlements, and forcibly taking pro-

vi.fion s and clothing from the convicts who were palling from one to

another. One or two convicts having been wounded by them, fome

fmall armed parties were fent out to drive them away, and to throw a

few mot among them ; but with pofitive orders to be careful not to

take a life.

Several of thefe people, however, continued to refide in the town,

and to mix with its inhabitants in the moft unrefcrved manner. It

was no uncommon circumftance to fee them coming in with bundles

of fire-wood which they had been hired to procure, or bringing water

from the tanks ; for which fervices they thought themfelves well

repaid with any worn-out jacket or trowfers, or blankets, or a piece

of bread. Of the latter article they were exceedingly fond ; and their

conftant prayer was for bread, importuning with as much earneftnefs

and perfeverance as if begging for bread had been their profeffion

from their infancy.

On the fir ft of July the Daedalus failed to convey to Captain Van-

couver the provifions and ftores which had been required by that

officer. Lieutenant Hanfon, the naval agent on board, received the

moft pointed orders for the fhip to return to that port immediately

after having executed the fervicc on which fhe was then going. The

Dsedalus was confidered as a colonial fhip ; and nothing but Captain

Vancouver's exprefs requifition to have the ftores and provifions which

were on board her (the ftores being chiefly articles of traffic) fent back to

him, to enable him to fulfil the inftrudions that he had received, would

have induced the Lieutenant-Governor, in the then fituation of the

colony, to have parted with her, when it was highly probable that

her fervices might be wanting to procure fupplies, and at no diftant

period, if fbips did not very fpeedily arrive to their affiftance.

On board the Dsedalus was embarked a native of the country, who

was fent by the Lieutenant-Governor for the purpofe of acquiring

the Englifh language, Lieutenant Hanfon was directed by no means
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to leave him at Nootka, but, if he furvived the voyage, to bring him

back to his friends and countrymen. His native names were Gnung-a

gnung-a, Mur-re-mur-gan ; but he had for a long time entirely loft

them, even among his own people, who called him " Collins," after

the judge-advocate, whofe name he had adopted on the fir ft day of

his being at the fettlement. He was a man of a more gentle difpofi-

tion than moft of his aflbciates ; and from the confidence that he

placed in his new acquaintance, very readily undertook the voyage,

although he left behind him a young wife \a fitter of Benniilong, who

accompanied Governor Phillip).

On the 6th, the intended change took place in the ration ; and it be^

ing a week on which pork was to be iffued, three pounds of that ar-

ticle were ferved inftead of four. The other articles remained the fame.

The clergyman, who fufFered as much inconvenience as other peo-

ple from the want of a proper place for the performance of div;ne fer-

vice, himfelf undertook to remove the evil, on finding that, from the

prefTure of other works, it was not eafy to forefee when a church

would be erected. He accordingly began one under his own infpeclionj,

and chofe the fituation for it at the back of the huts on the eaft fide of

the cove. The front was feventy-three feet by fifteen ; and at right

angles with the centre proje&ed another building forty feet by fifteen.

The edifice was conftrucled of ftrong pofts, wattles, and plafter, and

was thatched *. Much credit was due to the Rev. Mr. Johnfon for his

perfonal exertions on this occafion.

From the firft landing in New South Wales to the prefent day, there

had been no effectual remedy found to prevent either the military or

convicts from bartering their fupplies for fpirits. Often-repeated pro-

hibitions were of no avail ; and it was now difcovered that the fugar

and tobacco which had been ferved to the foldiers, had, almoft as

foon as received, been exchanged for Cape brandy at fix times its

value : frefh reftrictions were therefore laid, and pofitive orders once

more given*

About

ft The expence of building was computed at 4®\



*793-J OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 2lg

About the middle of the month, all the wheat which was to be Town
on the public account was got in, at and near Toongabbe 5 the quan-
tity of ground was about three hundred and eighty acres. The wheat
of lad feafon being now nearly thrafhed out, fome judgment could be
formed of its produce ; and it was found to have averaged between
feventeen and eighteen bulhels an acre, A large quantity of wheat
had alfo been fown the prefent feafon by individuals, amounting to

about one thoufand three hundred and eighty-one bufhels
;
every en-

couragement having been given to them to fow their grounds with

that grain.

The frequent commiiTion of crimes occafioned the criminal court

of judicature to be aiTembled ; when one man was fentenced to die
;

but the court having recommended him to mercy on account of his

youth, being only fixteen years of age, the Lieutenant-Governor as

readily forgave as the court had recommended him ; but that the pri~

foner might have all the benefit of fo awful a fituation, the change in

his fate was not imparted to him until the very moment when he was

about to afcend the ladder from which he was to have been plunged

into eternity. He had appeared fince his conviction as if devoid of

feeling ; but on receiving the information of a pardon being granted

him, he fell on his knees in an agony of joy and gratitude. The

folemn fcene appeared likewife to make a forcible impreffion on his fel-

low-prifoners who were prefent.

The weather of the winter 1793 having been colder than any that

they had yet experienced, great exertions were made to clothe all the

labouring convicts ; and for that purpofe the work of the taylors had

for fome time been confined to them. Every male received one cloth

jacket, two canvas frocks, one pair of fhoes, and one leathern cap.

The females alfo had been clothed.

On Wednefday the 24th, the veffel which came from England in

frame, being at length completed, was, with the afliftance of Mr.

Raven and his fhip, hove down to low-water-mark, where fhe floated

with the tide, and was hauled fafely along-fide the Britannia. The ce-

f f 2 remony
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remony of chriftening her was performed, and fhe was named the

Francis. By Mr. Raven's advice fhe was rigged as a fchooner, inftead

of a floop, for which fhe had been originally intended.

On the laft day of July, a plan to take off one of the long-boats was

revealed to the Lieutenant-Governor. The principal parties in it were

foldiers; and their fcheme was, to proceed to Java ; with a chart of

'which they had been by fome means furnifhed. If their plan had

been put into execution, the evil would have carried with it its own
punifhment

;
for, had they furvived the voyage, they would never

have been countenanced by the Dutch, who were always very jealous

of ftrangers going among them. Two of the foldiers were immedi-

ately put into confinement ; and in the night, two others, one a corpo-

ral, went into the woods, taking with them their arms, and about one

hundred rounds of powder and ball (which they collected from the

different pouches in the barracks), their provifions and neceffaries.

The principal works d me at Sydney during July were, erecYing

kitchens and ftore-rooms for the officers' new barracks, collecting tim-

ber, and conftrucling huts at Peterfham for convids. At Toongabbe

the Indian corn was not all gathered ; and houfing of that, and pre-

paring the ground for the reception of the next feafon's crop, occupied

the labouring convi&s at that fettlement.

Some counterfeit dollars were in circulation; but the manufacturers

of them could not be difcovered.

The two foldiers who had been put in confinement as parties in the

plan for feizing the long-boat were tried, and one of them acquitted
;

but the other, being found guilty, was fentenced to receive three hun-

dred lathes While fmarting under the feverity of his punifhment,

he gave up the names of fix or eight of his brother foldiers, among

whom were the two which had abfented themfelves the preceding even-

ing. Thefe people, the day following their defertion, were met in the

path to Parramatta, and told an abfurd ftory of their being fent to the

Blue Mountains. They were next heard of at a fettler's at ProfpecT:

Hill, whole houfe they entered forcibly, and, making him and his la-

bourer
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bourer prifoners, pafled the night there. At another fettler's they

took fixteen pounds of flour, which they fent by his wife to a woman
well known to them, and had it baked into fmall loaves. They fig-

nified a determination not to be taken alive, and threatened to lie in

wait for the game-killers, of whofe ammunition they meant to make

themfelves matters. Thefe declarations manifefted at once the badnefs

of their hearts, and the weaknefs of their caufe; and the Lieutenant-

Governor, on being made acquainted with them, lent out a fmall

armed party to fecure and bring them in
;
rightly judging, that people

who were lo ready at expreffing every where a refolution to part with

their lives rather than be taken, would not give much trouble in fe-

euring them.

This defertion, and the difafTection of thofe who went to take off a

boat, was the more unaccountable and unpardonable, as the command-

ing officer had uniformly treated them with every indulgence. Spi-

rits and other comforts had been procured for them ; he had diftin-

guifhed them from the convi&s in the ration of provifions; he had al-

lowed them to build themfelves comfortable huts ; he had indulged

them with women ;
and, in a word, if he had erred, ifwas by too great

attention to their wifhes. At the fame time thefe indulgencies were

counterbalanced by a certainty of their being withdrawn when abufed
;

and flagrant offenders were fure of meeting with punimment : yet

there were many among them fo ungrateful for the benefits which

they received, and fo unmindful of their own intereft and accommo-

dation, that they behaved ill whenever they had an opportunity.

The two runaways were overtaken, and, as had been forefeen,

fecured without any oppofition on their part.

On the 7th of Auguft, the Boddington tranfport arrived from Ire-

land, having failed from Cork on the 15th of February, with one hun-

dred and twenty-four male, and twenty female convids of that king-

dom on board, provifion calculated to ferve them nine-months after their

arrival, and a proportion of clothing for twelve months. The Infix

convifls had attempted to take the fliip 5 but their defign had been fruf-

trated
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tratcd by the vigilance and activity of the mafler and a fubaltern's

party of the New South Wales Corps.

No {hip could have brought out their convicts in higher order, or

could have given ftronger proofs of attention to their health and ac-

commodation, than did this veffel. Each had a bed to hirnfelf, and a

new fuit of clothes to land in. On the part of the crown alfo, to fee

juftice done to the convi&s, there was a furgeon of the navy on board,

and a fuperintendant ; and on the part of the contractor, a furgeon

alfo. They had not any fick lift, and had loft only one man on the

paftage.

Advices were received by this fhip, that adminiftration intended to

make arrangements for their being fupplied from Bengal with live

cattle ; and this became a favourite idea with every perfon in the co*

lony; for the fheep, though fmall, were found to be very productive,

breeding twice in the year ; and generally bringing two lambs at a birth.

The climate was alio found to agree well with the cattle of the Buf-

falo fpecies which had been received.

The convicts, on quitting the Boddington, gave their Captain (Mr.

Robert Chalmers) three hearty cheers, as a token of their gratitude

for his humanity and good treatment of them.

It being neceffary to mark with fome degree of feverity the offence

which had been committed by the two foldiers, a general court- mar-

tial was affembled for their trial. The Lieutenant-Governor, with

much humanity, forbore to charge them with a capital offence

;

bringing them to trial for abfenting themfelves from head-quarters

without leave, inftead of the more ferious crime of defertion.

By the mutiny act, a general court-martial may, in Africa, confift

of lefs than thirteen commiffioned officers, but not lefs than five ; the

like provifion was alfo extended to New South Wales ; and nine officers

formed the court now affembled for the firft time in that colony, Cap-

tain Collins officiating as judge-advocate. The prifoners did not deny

the crime with which they were charged ; the corporal, after being re-

duced to the ranks, was fentenced to receive five hundred lames, and

the
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the private foldier eight hundred. The fentence being approved by the

Lieutenant-Governor, was in part carried into execution, the corporal

receiving two hundred and feventy-five, and the foldier three hundred

lames.

It has been feen, that the fupply brought by the Boddington was

very inconfiderable ; and no greater quantity was expe&ed with any

degree of certainty by the fhip which was to follow. The fait provi-

fions remaining in (lore (by a calculation made up to the 28th) were

fufficieni for only fourteen weeks at the full ration, including what had

been received by the Boddington, and fome furplus provifions which

had been purchafed of the agent to the contractor, and one hundred

ca{ks of pork which had been omitted by an overfight in. the laft

account.

When it was confidered that their fupplies would always be affected

by commotions at home, and that, if a war mould take place between

England and any other nation, they might be retarded, or taken by the

enemy, the Lieutenant-Governor determined, while he had in his

own hands the means of fupplying himfelf, to employ them ; and on

the 26th chartered the Britannia for India. She was to proceed to Ben-

gal, to be freighted by the government of that prefidency with fait

provifions, Irifh beef or pork ; and in the event of its not being pof-

fible to procure them, the fhip was to return loaded with fugar, rice,

and dholl.

The clergyman having completed the building which he began in

July, divine fervice was performed in it for the firft time on Sunday

the 25th of Auguft ; and for a temporary accommodation it appeared

likely to anfwer very well. Mr. Johnfon in his difcourfe, which was

intended to imprefs the minds of his audience with the neceflity of holi-

nefs in every place, lamented that the urgency of public works had

prevented any undertaking of the kind before, and had thus thrown it

upon him ; he declared that he had no other motive for (landing for-

ward in the bufinefs, than that of eftablifhing a place fheltered from

bad weather, and from the fummer heats, where public worfhip might

be
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* be performed. He faid, that the uncertainty of a place where they

might attend had prevented many from coming ; but he hoped that

now the attendance would be regular.

The provisions by the Boddington proved to be in moft excellent

condition, not a fingle article being damaged.

Much apprehenfion was entertained for the wheat, which began to

look yellow and parched for want of rain. Toward the latter end of

the month, however, fome rain fell during three days and nights, which

confiderably refrefhed it. But there being no fixed period at which

wet weather was to be expected in that country, it might certainly be

pronounced too dry for wheat.

Unproductive as the Indian corn fown lad year on the public

grounds had proved, the fettlers' crops mud have been more for-

tunate
;
for, after referving a fufficiency of feed for the enfuing feafon,

and for their domeflic purpofes, a few had raifed enough to enable

them to fell twelve hundred buQiels to government, who, on receiving

it into the public (lores, paid five (hillings per bufhel to the bringer.'

Government, however, was not reforted to in the firft inftance by the

fettler, who preferred difpofing of his corn where he could receive

fpirits in payment (which he retailed for labour), to bringing it to

the commiffary for five millings a bufliel ; but at this price, from whofe

hands foever it might come, it was received into the public (lores.

It might have been fuppofed, that the fatal confequence of endea-

vouring to find in the woods of New South Wales a place where the

means of life could be obtained without labour, had been fufficiently

felt by the convicts who had tried it, to have deterred others from rufli-

ino* into the fame error, as they would doubtlefs acquaint the new

comers with the ill fuccefs which had attended all their fchemes of that

nature. Several of thofe, however, who came out in the Boddington,

wrent off into the woods foon after their landing; and a fmall party,

compofed of fome defperate characters, about the fame time dole a boat,

and, as they were not heard of for fome days after, it was fuppofed

that they had either got out of the harbour, or were lying concealed

7 ^ until.
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until, being joined by thofe who had taken to the woods, they could
procure a larger and a fafer conveyance from the country.

On the 17th of September, the Sugar-Cane tranfport anchored in the

cove from Cork. She had on board one hundred and ten male, and
fifty female convicts, and a ferjeant's party of the New South Wales
corps as a guard. On the 25th of May, information was given to the

agent on the part of Government, that a meeting wras intended by the

convicls, and that they had proceeded fo far as to faw off fome of their

irons. Insinuations were at the fame time thrown out, of the probability

of their being joined by certain of the failors and of the guard. The
agent, after making the neceffary inquiry, thought it indifpenfable to

the fafety of the fhip, to caufe an inftant example to be made, and or-

dered one of the convicls who was found out of irons to be executed

that night; others were punifhed the next morning ; and by thefe mea-

sures, as might well be expected, threw fuch a damp on the fpirits of

the refc, that he heard no more during the voyage of attempts or inten-

tions to take the fhip.

After the arrival of the Boddington, many circumftances refpeding

the intended mutiny in that fhip had been difclofed by the convicls

ihemfelves, which were not before known. They did not hefitate to

fay, that all the officers were to have been murdered, the firft mate and

the agent excepted, who were to be preferved alive for the purpofe of

conducting the (hip to a port, where they were likewife to be put to

death.

As intentions of this kind had been talked of in feveral mips, the

military guard mould never have been lefs than an officer's com-

mand, and that guard (efpecially when embarked for the fecurity of a

fhip full of wild lawlefs Iriih) ought never to have been compofed

either of young foldiers, or of deferters from other corps.

Captain Paterfon, of the New South Wales corps, an account of

whofe journies in Africa appeared in print fome years ago, conceiving

that he might be able to penetrate as far as, or even beyond, the wef-

tern mountains, (commonly known in the colony by the name of the

g g Blue
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Blue Mountains, from the appearance which land fo high and diftant

generally wears',) fet off from the fettlement with a fmall party of gen-

tlemen, well provided with arms, and having provifions and neceffa-

ries fufficient for a journey of fix weeks, to make the attempt. Boats

were fent round to Broken Bay, whence they got into the Hawkefbury,

and the fourth day as far as Richmond Hill. At this place, in the

year 1789, the Governor's progrefs up the river was obftru&ed by a

fall of water^ which his boats were too heavy to drag over. This diffi-

culty Captain Paterfon overcame by quitting his large boats, and pro-

ceeding from Richmond Hill with two that were fmaller and lighter.

He found that this part of the river carried him to the weftward, and

into the chafm that divided the high land feen from Richmond Hill,

Hither, however, he got with great difficulty and fome danger, meeting

in the fpace of about ten miles with not lefs than five water-falls, one

of which was rather fteep, and was running at the rate of ten or twelve

miles an hour. Above this part the water was about fifteen yards from

fide to fide, and came down with fome rapidity, a fall of rain having

fwollen the ftream. Their navigation was here fo intricate, lying be-

tween large pieces of rock that had been torn down by torrents, and

fome flumps of trees which they could not always fee, that (after hav-

ing loofened a plank in one boat, and driven the other upon a flump

which forced its way through her bottom) they gave up any farther

progrefs, leaving the we (tern mountains to be the objecT of difcovery at

fome future day. It was fuppofed that they had proceeded ten miles

farther up the river than had before been done, and named that part of

it, which until then had been unfeen, " the Grofe and a high peak

of land, which they had in view in the chafm, they called Harrington

Peak. Captain, Paterfon, as a botanift, was amply rewarded for his la-

bour and difappointment by difcovering feveral new plants. Of the

foil in which they grew, however, he did not fpeak very favourably.

He faw but few natives ; and thofe who did vifit them were almoft

unintelligible to the natives of Port Jackfon who accompanied him.

He entertained a notion, that their legs and arms were longer than

thofe
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thofe of the inhabitants of the coaft. As they live by climbing trees,

if there really was any fuch difference, it might perhaps have been oc-

cafioned by the cuftom of hanging by their arms and refting on their

feet at the utmoft ftretch of the body, which they pradife from their in-

fancy. The party returned on the 2 2d, having been abfent about ten

days. In their walk to Pitt Water, they met with the boat which had

been ftolen by fome of the Irifh convids ; and a few days after their re-

turn, fome of thofe who had run into the woods came into Parramatta,

with an account of two of their party having been fpeared and killed

by the natives. The men who were killed were very bad charaders^

and had been the principals in the intended mutiny on board the Bod-

dington. Their deftrudion was confirmed by fome of the natives who

lived in the town.

The foundation of another barrack for officers was begun. For the

privates, one only was yet ereded ; but this was attended with no in-

convenience to them, as all thofe who were not in quarters had built

themfelves comfortable huts. This indulgence, no doubt, was pleafant

to the foldiers; but it had ever been confidered, that foldiers could no

where be fo well regulated as when living in quarters, where, by fre-

quent infpedions and vifitings, their charaders would be known, and

their condud attended to. In a multiplicity of fcattered huts, the eye

of vigilance would with difficulty find its objed ; and the foldier in

poffeffion of a habitation of his own, might, in courfe of time, think

of himfelf more as an independent citizen than as a fubordinate foldier*

C G % C HAP,
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CHAP. XII.

THE BODDINGTON AND SUGAR-CANE SAIL.—A MILL ERECTED.— THEFTS

COMMITTED. 1—TWO PERSONS KILLED BY LIGHTNING.-— THE FAIRY AR-

RIVES.—FARMS SOLD.—THE FRANCIS RETURNS FROM NEW ZEALAND.—

RATION ALTERED. TRANSACTIONS. HARVEST BEGUN.—CRIMINAL

COURT HELD. A CONVICT EXECUTED.— PROVISIONS. NATIVE5.—CON-

VICTS. GRANTS OF LAND.—SETTLERS. EXPENCES HOW TO BE CALCU-

LATED. DEATHS IN I793. — PRICES OF GRAIN, STOCK, AND LABOUR.

MURDER COMMITTED.—PROVISIONS.—STORM AT PARRAMATTA, CROPS.

A SETTLEMENT FIXED AT THE HAWKESBURY, NATIVES.—THE FRANCIS

RETURNS FROM NORFOLK ISLAND INFORMATION. THE NEW ZEALAND
NATIVES SENT TO THE i R OWN COUNTRY. DISTURBANCE AT NORFOLK

ISLAND.—COURT OF ENQUIRY AT SYDNEY. THE FRANCIS RETURNS TO

NORFOLK ISLAND.—NA FIVES TROUBLESOME. STATE OF PROVISIONS.

QN the 13th of October the Boddington and Sugar-Cane failed for

Bengal, purpofing to follow in the Atlantic's track. The mafter of

the former was furnifhed with the copy of a chart made on board the

Pitt Indiaman, and brought to Sydney by the Britannia, of a pafTage

or channel found by that fhip in the land named by Lieutenant Short-

land New Georgia ; which channel was placed in the latitude of 8°

30' S. and in the longitude of 158
0
30' E. and named " Manning's

difcontinued for the purpofe of ifluing it as flour ; to accomplifh which,

a mill had been conftructed by a convict, whofe abilities as a mill-

wright had hitherto laid dormant, and perhaps would longer have con-

Straits."

7 tinued
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tinued fo had they not been called forth by a defire of placing him-
felf in competition with the mill-wright fent by Government to the

fettlement of Sydney.

His machine was a walking mill, the principal wheel of which was
fifteen feet in diameter, and was worked by two men : while this

wheel was performing one revolution, the mill-ftones performed

twenty. As it had been in oppofition to the public mill-wright that

he undertook to conftruet this mill, he of courfe derived no afhftance

whatever from the other's knowledge, and had to contend not only

with his opinion, but the opinion of fuch as he could prejudice againfl

him. The heavy part of the work, cutting and bringing in the tim-

ber, and afterwards preparing it, was performed by his fellow-prifo-

ners, who gave him their labour voluntarily. He was three months

and five days from his taking it in hand to his offering it for the firft

trial. On this trial it was found defective in fome of the machinery,

which was all conftructed of the timber of the country, and not pro-

perly feafoned. Its effects in grinding were various ; at firft, two

bufhels an hour ; afterwards four ; and at lad only one. Had the

whole of the machinery been upon a larger fcale, there was every rea-

fon to fuppofe that it would have anfwered the expectation of the

mod interefted. The conftructor, however, had a great deal of me-

rit, and, perceiving what the defects were, undertook to make ano-

ther upon a larger fcale at Sydney, and on an improved plan. For

this purpofe, all the artificers and a gang of convicts were fent down

from Parramatta, and were firft employed in forming a timber-yard at

Feterfham, two hundred feet fquare.

At that place (a fmali diftrict in the neighbourhood of Sydney, fo

named by the Lieutenant-Governor) nine huts for labouring con-

victs were built, and fixty acres of government ground cleared of tim-

ber, twenty of which were fown with Indian corn. This was the

only addition made to the public ground that feafon ; and the fore dif-

ference that was obfervable in the progrefs of their cultivation, con-

fided in fawing that year with wheat a large portion of that ground

which
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which the laft year grew Indian corn. The weather throughout the

month had been extremely favourable for wheat.

The number of convicts which it was intended to receive into the

New South Wales corps being determined, a warrant of emancipation

pa{Ted the feal of the territory, giving conditional freedom to three-

and-twenty perfons of that defcription, feven of whom . had been

tranfported for life, and three had between fix and nine years to ferve.

The condition of their pardon was, their continuing to ferve in the

corps into which they had enlifted until they mould be regularly dis-

charged therefrom.

Several frefh proofs of the incorrigible depravity of the convicls

had occurred during the month of October : four of them had broken

into the houfe of a fettler, where with large bludgeons they had

beaten and nearly murdered two men who lived with him. The

hands and faces of thefe mifcreants were blackened ; and it was ob-

ferved, that they did not fpeak during the time they were in the hut

It was fuppofed that they were fome of thofe who had come from

Ireland ; feven of whom, with one woman, had at this time abfconded

into the woods.

During a ftorm of rain and thunder which happened in the after-

noon of Saturday the 26th, two convi&s, who were employed in

cutting wood when the rain commenced, ran to a tree for fhelter,

where they were found the next morning lying dead, together with a

dog which followed them. There was no doubt that the fhelter which

they fought had proved their deftrudion, and that they had been

ftruck dead by lightning, fome flames of which had been obferved to

be very vivid and near. One of them, when he received the ftroke, had

his hands in his bofom ; the hands of the other were acrofs his breaft,

and he feemed to have had fomething in them. The pupils of their

eyes were confiderably dilated, and the tongue of each, as well as that

of the dog, was forced out between the teeth. Their faces were livid,

and the fame appearance was vifible on feveral parts of their bodies.

The tree at the foot of which they were found was barked at the top,

and
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and fome of its branches were torn off. In the evening they were
decently buried in one grave, to which they were attended by many
of their fellow-prifoners. Mr. Johnfon, to a difcourfe which he after-

wards preached on the fubjecl:, prefixed as a text thefe words from the

firft book of Samuel, " There is but a ftep between me and death."

This was the firft accident of the kind that had occurred in the

colony, though lightning -more vivid and alarming had often been feen

in ftorms of longer duration.

While every one was expecting the colonial veffel, the Francis,

from New Zealand, the fignal for a fail was made on the 29th ; and

fhortly after, the Fairy, an American fnow, anchored in the cove from

Bofton in New England, and laft from the ifland of St. Paul, whence

Hie had a paflage of only four weeks.

The mafter expreffed a furprife that the inhabitants of Sydney had

not any fmall craft on the coaft, as he obferved a plentiful harvefl of

feals as he came along. He had touched at Port Jackfon merely to

refrefh, not having any thing on board for fale ; his cargo confifting

wholly of articles of traffic for the north-weft coaft of America.

Two of the fettlers, Williams and Rufe, weary of independence,,

fold each his farm, with the houfe, crop, and ftock ; the firft for fome-

thing lefs than one hundred pounds, the other for forty. Both thefe

people had to feek employment until they could get away ; and Wil-

liams was reduced to work as a hireling upon the ground of which

he had been the mafter. But he was a ftranger to the feelings which

would have rendered this circumftance difagreeable to him.

The greateft inconvenience attending this transfer of landed pro-

perty was, the return of fuch a mifcreant as Williams, and others of

his defcription, to England, to be let loofe again upon the public.

The land itfelf went into the poffeffion of people who were interefted

in making the moft of it, and who would be more ftudious to raife

plentiful crops for market.

About four hundred and twenty acres of Indian corn were planted;

at the different fettlements for the coming feafon's crop*
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On the 7th of November, the Francis fchooner returned from

Dufky Bay in New Zealand. It was found that, by rigging this little

veffel as a fchooner in (lead of a floop
;

for which fhe was built, her

failing had been materially affected. Four times fhe was blown off

the coaft of New Zealand. She left Mr. Raven and his fhip's com-

pany well at Dufky Bay, but his people had taken only four thou land

iive hundred feal fkins. Mr. Raven ftated the fpruce fir of that

country to be the fitteft wood that he had obferved for fhip-building,

and it might be procured in any quantity or of any fize. The car-

penter of the Britannia, an ingenious man, and matter of his pro-

feffion, compared it to Englifh oak for durability and ftrength.

The natives had not molefted the Britannia's people : indeed, they

feemed rather to abhor them
;

for, if by chance, in their excurfions

(which Were very few), they vifited and Left any thing in a hut, they

were fure, on their next vifit, to find the hut pulled down, and their

prefent remaining where it was left. Some little articles which Mr.

Raven had himfelf placed in a hut, when he touched there to eftablifh

his little fifhery, were found three months after by his people in the

fame fpot.

Their weather had been very bad ; fevere gales of wind from the

north-weft, and heavy rains, often impeding the fifhery and other

labour. A (hock of an earthquake too had been felt. They had an

abundance of frefh provifions, ducks, wood-hens, and feveral other

fowl, and caught large quantities of fifh. The foil, to a great depth,

appeared to be compofed of decayed vegetable fubftances.

Nothing appeared, by this information from Dufky Bay, that held

out encouragement to the.government of Port Jackfon to make any
N

ufe of that part of New Zealand. So little was faid of the foil, or face

of the country, that no judgment could be formed of -any advantages

which might be expected from attempting to cultivate it : a feal-fifhery

there, was not an object with it at prefent
;
and, befide, it did not feem

to promife much. The time the fchooner was abfent, however, was not

wholly mifapplied, it proving the event of having, as Mr. Raven had

done,
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done, left twelve people for ten months on fo populous an ifland, the

inhabitants whereof were known to be favages, fierce and warlike. It

might certainly be fuppofed that thefe people were unacquainted with

the circumftances of there being any ftrangers near them ; and that con-

fequently they had not any communication with the few miferable

beings who were occafionally feen in the coves of Dufky Bay.

On Saturday the 23d of November, the flour and rice in the (lore

being nearly expended, the ration was altered to the following pro-

portions of thofe articles, viz. :

To the officers, civil and military, foldiers, overfeers, and the fettlers

from free people, were ferved,

Of bifcuit or flour - - Two pounds.

Indian corn - Five pounds.

Wheat - Two pounds.

Peafe - Three pints.

"*ro the male convicts were ferved, women and children receiving in

the proportions always obferved,

(Of bifcuit or flour, none,—and for the firft time fince the eftablifli-

jnent of the colony,)

Wheat » Three pounds.

Indian corn - Five pounds.

Paddy - Two pints.

Gram - Two ditto*

This was univerfally felt as the word ration that had ever been

ferved from his Majefty's ftores ; and by the labouring convict par-

ticularly fo, as no article of grain was prepared for him fo as to be

immediately made ufe of. The quantity that was now to be ground,

and the numbers who brought grain to the mill, kept it employed all

the night as well as the day ; and as, from the fcarcity of mills, every

man was compelled to wait for his turn, the day had broke and the

drum beat for labour, before many who went into the mill-houfe at

night had been able to get their corn ground. The confequence

was, that many, not having power to wait, confumed their allowance

H h unprepared*
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unprepared. By the next Saturday, a quantity of wheat fufficient for

one ferving having been paffed through the large mill ?t Parramatta,

the convicts received their ration of that article ground coarfe.

Short as was the quantity of flour in ftore, they did not, however,

defpair of being able to iffue fome meal of that feaibn's growth before

it could be entirely expended. About the middle of the month, the

wheat that was fown in April, about ninety acres, being perfectly ripe,

the harveft commenced ; and from that quantity cf ground it was cal-

culated that upwards of twenty- two bufhels an acre would be re-

ceived. Moft of the fettlers had begun to reap ; and they, as well as

others who had grown grain, were informed, that " wheat, properly

dried and cleaned, would be received at Sydney by the Commiffary at

ten millings the bufhel ; but that none could be purchafed from any

other perfons than thofe who had grown it on their own farms

;

neither could any be taken into the ftores at Parramatta."

The precaution of receiving wTheat only from thofe perfons who

had raifed it, was intended to prevent the petty and rafcally traffic

which would otherwife have been carried on between free people off

the ftores, and perfons who might employ them to fell the fruits of

their depredations on the public and other grounds.

An idea very generally prevailed among the convicts, that the

Lieutenant-Governor was not authorifed to caufe a fentence of death

to be carried into execution : a notron that was in their minds con-

firmed by the mercy which had been extended to one of them who

had been condemned, and pardoned by him. It became, therefore,

abfolutely neceffary, for their own fakes, to let them fee that he was

not only pofTefTed of the power, but that he would alfo exercife it. On

this account, a prifoner then under fentence was executed on Tuefday

the ioth of December ;
and, moft fortunately, there did not exift in

the colony at that time a fitter object for example. The poor wretch,,

to his laft moment, cherifhed the idea that he mould not fuffer ; and

confequently could have been ill prepared for the change that he was

about to experience.

Independent
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Independent of the confideration that this man had long been a
proper object of fevere punifliment, to have pardoned him (even
on any condition) would only have tended to ftrengthen the fuppo-
iition that the Lieutenant-Governor had not the power of life and
death; and many daring burglaries and other enormities would have
followed.

On the 7th, the peafe which had been ferved to the civil and mi-
litary, and the gram ferved to the convicts, were withdrawn, and an

equal quantity of wheat fupplied in their (lead.

On Monday the 9th, the laft pound of flour was ferved out. This

total deprivation of fo valuable, fo effentiai an article in the food of

man, happened, fortunately, at a feafon when its place could in fome
meafure be fupplied immediately, the harveft having been all fafely

got in at Toongabbe in the beginning of the month ; about the middle

of it eight hundred bufhels were threfhed out ; and on Monday the

1 6th the civil and military received each feven pounds of wheat

coarfely ground from the mill at Parramatta. This mill, from the

brittlenefs of the timber with which it was conftructed, was found to

be unequal to the confumption of the fettlements. The cogs fre-

quently broke, and hence it was not of any great utility. To remedy

this inconvenience, a convict blackfmith undertook to produce one

iron hand-mill each week, for which he was to be paid at the rate of

two guineas ; and by this means feveral mills were diftributed in the

fettlements.

The fait meat being the next article which threatened a fpeedy ex*

penditure, on the 8th one pound was taken from the weekly allow-

ance of beef; and but a fmall quantity of Indian corn remaining in

itore, the male convicts received eight pounds of new wheat, whole

;

and only three pounds of Indian corn, or paddy, were ferved.

The paffion for liquor was fo predominant among the people, that

it operated like a mania, there being nothing which they would not

rifle to obtain it : and while fpirits were to be had, thofe who did

any extra-labour refufed to be paid in money, or any other article

hh2 £haa
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than fpirits, which were now, from their fcarcity, fold at fix (hillings

per bottle. A fettler of the name of Webb, having procured a fmali

fllll from England, found it more advantageous to draw an ardent

jdiabolical fpirit from his wheat, than to fend it to the ftore and receive

ten {hillings per bufhel from the Commiflary. From one bufhel of

wheat he obtained nearly five quarts of fpirit, which he fold, or paid

tti exchange for labour, at five and fix millings per quart.

M'Donaid, a fettler at th« Field of Mars, made a different and a better

\ife of the produce of his farm. Having a mill, he ground and dreffed

his wheat, and fold it to a baker at Sydney at fourpence per pound,

procuring forty-four pounds of good flour from a bufhel of wheat,

which was taken at fifty-nine pounds. This perfon alfo killed a

wether fheep (the produce of what had been given to him by Go-

vernor Phillip), and fold it at two {hillings per pound, each quarter

weighing about fifteen pounds.

The town of Sydney had this year increafed confiderably ; nofc

fewer than one hundred and fixty huts, befide five barracks, having

been added fince the departure of Governor Phillip. Some of thefe

were large, and to each of them upwards of fourteen hundred bricks

were allowed for a chimney and floor. Thefe huts extended fo as

nearly to unite that diftricl: with the town.

About the latter end of the month a large party of the natives at-

tacked fome fet.tlers who were returning from Parramatta to Toongabbe,

and took from them all the provifions which they had juft received

from the {lore. By flying immediately into the woods, they eluded

all purfuit and fearch. They were of the hunter's or woodman's tribe,

people who feldom came among the Englifti, and who confequently

were little known*

The natives who lived about Sydney appeared to place the utmoft

confidence in its inhabitants, choofing a clear fpot between the town,

and the brick-field for the performance of any of their rites and cere-

monks 'y and for three evenings the town had been amufed with one

of their fpedtacles,^ which might properly have been denominated a

tragedy*
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tragedy, for it was attended with a great effufion of blood. It ap-

peared from the beft account that could be procured, that one or more

murders having been committed in the night, the aflaffins, who were

immediately known, were compelled, according to the cuftom of the

country, to meet the relations of the deceafed, who wTere to avenge

their deaths by throwing fpears, and drawing blood for blood. One

native of the tribe of Cammerray, a very fine fellow, named Carradah,

who had dabbed another in the night, but not mortally, was obliged

to ftand for two evenings expofed to the fpears not only of the man

whom he had wounded, but of feveral other natives. He was fuf-

fered, indeed, to cover himfelf with a bark fhield, and he behaved

with the greatelt courage and refolution. Whether his principal ad-

verfary (the wounded man) found that he poiTefled too much defen-

five {kill to admit of his wounding him, or whether it was a necef-

fery part of his punimment, was not known with any certainty ; but

©n the fecond day that Carradah had been oppofed to him and

his party, after having received feveral of their fpears on his fhield,

without fuftaining any injury, he fuffered the other to pin his left arm

(below the elbow) to his fide, without making any refinance
;
pre-

vented, perhaps, by the uplifted fpears of the other natives, who could'

eafily have deftroyed him, by throwing at him in different, directions.

Carradah flood, for fome time after this, defending himfelf, although

wounded in the arm which held the fhield, until his adverfaries had

not a whole fpear left, and had retired to collecl: the fragments and

piece them together. On his fitting down, his left hand appeared to

be very much convulfed, and the principal furgeon of the fettlement

was of opinion that the fpear had pierced one of the nerves. The

buunefs was refumed when they had repaired their weapons, and the

fray appeared to be general, men, women, and children mingling in

it, giving and receiving many fevere wounds, before night put an end

to their warfare^

What rendered this fort of conteft as unaccountable as it was ex-

traordinary was, that friendfhip and alliance were known to fubfid;

between
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between feveral that were oppofed to each other, who fought with all

the ardour of the bitterefl enemies, and who, though wounded, de-

clared the party by whom they had been hurt to be good and brave,

and their friends.

Poffeffing by nature a good habit of body, the combatants very

foon recovered of their wounds ; and it was underftood, that Carradah

had not entirely expiated his offence, having yet another trial to un-

dergo from fome natives who had been prevented by abfence from

joining in the ceremonies of thefe evenings.

Among the conveniencies that were now enjoyed in the colony,

mud be mentioned the introduction of paffage-boats, which, for the

benefit of fettlers and others, were allowed to go between Sydney and

Parramatta. They were the property of perfons who had ferved

their refpedive terms of tranfportation ; and from each paffenger one

Shilling was required for his paffage
;
luggage was paid for at the

rate of one fhilling per cwt. ; and the entire boat could be hired by
one perfon for fix millings. This was a great accommodation to the

defcription of people whom it was calculated to ferve ; and the pro-

prietors of the boats found it very profitable to themfelves.

The boat-builders and (hipwrights found occupation enough for

their leifure hours, in building boats for thofe who could afford to pay

them for their labour. Five and fix gallons of fpirits was the price
;

but many of them were badly put together, and threatened deftrudion

to whoever might unfortunately be caught in them with a fail up in

blowing weather.

On the 24th of the month ten grants of land received the Lieu-

tenant-Governor's fignature. Five allotments of twenty-five acres

each, and one of thirty, were given to fix non-commiflioned officers of

the New South Wales corps, who had chofen an eligible fituation nearly

mid-way between Sydney and Parramatta
; and who, in conjunction

with four other fettlers, occupied a diftrid to be diftinguilhed in future

by the name of Concord, Thefe allotments extended inland from the

water's fide, within two miles of the diftrid named Liberty Plains.

The
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The fertlers at the latter place appeared to have very unproductive
crops, having fown their wheat; kte. They were, indeed, of opinion,
that they had made a hafty and bad choice of fituation ; but this was
nothing more than the language of diiappointment, as little judgment
could be formed of what any foil in that country would produce until

it had beer* properly worked, dreffed, cleanfed, and purged of the four

quality that was naturally inherent in it, which it derived from the

droppings of wet from the leaves of gum and other trees, and which
were known to be of an acrid deftruetive nature.

Another barrack for officers had been got up in the courfe of the

month
;
but, for want of tiles, was only partly covered in. The great

want of tiles that was occasionally felt, proceeded from there being

only one perfon in the place who was capable of moulding them, and

he could never burn more than thirty thou fand in fix weeks* bein-o*

obliged to burn a large quantity of bricks in the fame kilns. It re-

quired near fixty-nine thoufand bricks to complete the building of one

barrack, and twenty-one thoufand tiles to cover it in. The number

of tiles rendered ufelefs by carriage, and deftroyed in the kilns, was

eftimated at about three thoufand in each kiln, and fifteen thoufand

were generally burnt off at a time.

To furnifh bricks for thefe barracks, and other buildings, three

gangs were conftantly at work, finding employment for three Qverfeers

and about eighty convicts.

To convey thefe materials from the brickfield to the barrack-

ground, a diftance of about three quarters of a mile, three brick-carts

wrere employed, each drawn by twelve men, under the direction of

one overfeer. Seven hundred tiles, or three hundred and fifty bricks,

were brought by each cart, and every cart in the day brought either

five loads of bricks, or four of tiles. To bring in the timber neceffary

for thefe and other buildings, four timber-carriages were employed,

each being drawn by twenty-four men. In addition to thefe, to each

carriage were annexed two fatlers, and one overfeer, making a total

of two hundred and twenty-eight men, who mufl be employed m

4 *nJ
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any fuch heavy labour as the building of a barrack or a ftorehoufe,

exclufive of the fawyers, carpenters, fmiths, painters, glaziers, and

ftone-mafons, without whofe labour they could not be completed.

The expence of vi&ualling and clothing thefe people (both their

provifions and the materials for making their clothes being augmented

above their prime coft, by freight, and by the coft of what might be

damaged and ufelefs) muft be fuppofed to be confiderable ; and muft

be taken into account, together with the coft of tools and of fuch ma-

terials as were not to be procured in the country, when calculating the

expences of the public works ere&ed in that colony.

There died between the ift of January and the 31ft of December,

both inclulive, two fettlers, feven foldiers, feventy-eight male and

twenty-fix female convids, and twenty-nine children. One male

convid was executed ; fix were loft in the woods ; one was found

dead in the woods : one killed by the fall of a tree, and two were

killed by lightning; making a decreafe by death and accidents of one

hundred and fifty-three perfons. To this decreafe may be added, four

male convids, who had found means to efcape from the colony on

board of fome of the (hips which had been there.

The following were the prices of grain, live and dead ftock, gro-

cery, fpirits, &c. as they were fold or valued at Sydney, between

which and Parramatta there was but a trifling difference.

GRAIN. VEGETABLES.

Wheat per bufliel, for cam, 10s. Potatoes per cwt. 10s.

Ditto in payment for labour, 14s. Ditto per pound, 1 id.

Maize per buihel, for cafh, 7s. live and bead stock.

Ditto, in payment for labour, Ewes (Gape) from 61. to 81. 8s.

12s. 6d. Wethers (Capejfrom 4I. to 5I. 109*

Caffre corn, 5s. She goats, full grown, 81. 8s.

Englifh Sour per pound, 6d. Ditto, half grown, 4I. 4s.

Flour of the country, for cam, 3d. Male goat, full grown, 2I.

Ditto, for labour, 4<K Breeding fows, from 3I. to 61.

Sucking
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Sucking pigs, 6s.

A full-grown hog, from 3I. to

3I. 1 OS.

Turkeys, per couple, 2I. 2 s.

Ducks, per couple, 10s.

Laying hens, each 5s.

A full-grown cock, 4s.

Half-grown fowls, 2s.

Chickens fix weeks old, per cou-

ple, 2S.

Frefh pork, per pound, o,d.

Mutton, per pound, from 2 s. to

2s. 6d.

Kangooroo, per pound, 4d.

Salt pork, per pound, gd.

Salt beef, per pound, 6d.

GROCERIES.

Tea, green, from 12s. to 16s.

Tea, black, from 10s. to 12s.

Loaf fugar, per pound, 2s. 6d.

Fine moid ditto, 2s.

Coarfe moid ditto, is. 6d.

Butter, from 2s. per pound to 2s.

6d.

Cheefe, from 2s. per pound to 2s.

6d.

Soap, per pound, from 2s. to 3s.

Tobacco, per pound, from is. to

is. 6d.

Lamp oil, made from mark's liver,

per gallon, 4s.

WINE, SPIRITS,—PORTER,

Jamaica rum, per gallon, from 11.

to il. 8s.

Rum (American), from 16s. per

gallon to il.

Coniac brandy, per gallon, from

1 6s. to il. 4s.

Cape brandy, per gallon, from 1 6s.

to Itl.

Cherry brandy, per dozen, 3I. 12s.

Wine (Cape Madeira) per gall. 12s.

Porter, per gallon, from 4s. to

6s.

The high prices of wine, fpirits, and porter, proceeded not only

from their fcarcity, but from the great avidity with which they were

procured by the generality of the people in thefe fettlements, with

whom money was of fo little value, that the purchafer had been often

known (inftead of afking) to name himfelf a price for the article that

he wanted, fixing it at as high again as would otherwife have been

required of him.

The live {lock in the country belonging to individuals was confined

to three or four perfons, who kept up the price in order to create an

intereft in the prefervation of it. An Englifh cow, in calf, was fold

by one officer to another for eighty pounds ; and the calf, which

1 1 proved
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proved a male, was fold for fifteen pounds. A mare, although aged

and defe&ive, had been fold for forty pounds. It muft be remarked,

however, that in thefe fales ftock itfelf was generally the currency of

the country, one kind of animals being commonly exchanged for

another.

Labour was alfo proportionally high : where money was paid, it

was taken at the reputed value ; but where articles were given in lieu

of labour, they were charged according to the prices ftated.

The mafters of merchantmen, who generally made it their bufinefs,

immediately on their arrival, to learn the prices of commodities in the

colony, finding them fo extravagantly high as before related, thought

it not their concern to reduce them to any thing like a fair equitable

value ;
but, by afking themfelves what muft be confidered a high

price, after every proper allowance for rifk, infurance, and lofs, kept

up the extravagant nominal value which every thing bore in the

colony.

A report that had been fpread fome months before, of a watchman

belonging to the townfliip of Parramatta having been murdered, never

having been confirmed, either by finding the body among the ftalks

of Indian corn, as was expe&ed, or by any one fubfequent circum-

ftance, it was hoped that the ftory had been fabricated, and that mur-

der was a crime which had not hitherto ftained the annals of the

colony. In proportion, indeed, as the numbers increafed, and the in-

habitants began to poffefs thofe comforts or neceffaries which might

prove temptations to the idle and the vicious, that high and horrid

offence muft, in common with others of the fame tendency, be expected

to exift ; but at that moment all thought their perfons fecure, though

their property was frequently invaded. On the 5th of January

1794, however, an elderly convict, employed to go out with the cattle

at Parramatta, was moft barbaroufly murdered. The cattle, having loft

their conductor, remained that night in the woods ; and when they

were found, the abfence of their keeper excited an apprehenfion that

fome accident had befallen him. His body was not difcovered, how-

ever,
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ever, until the Wednefday following
; when, by the (honing and great

uneafinefs of the cattle, which had been driven out for the purpofe,

it was perceived lying in a hollow or ravine, into which it had been
thrown by thofe mercilefs wretches who had butchered him, covered

with logs, boughs, and grafs. Some native dogs, led by the feent of
human blood, had found it, and by gnawing off both the hands, and
the entire Hem from one arm, had added confiderably to the horrid

fpectacle which the body exhibited.

This unfortunate man had imprudently beaded of being worth
a good deal of money, and that he always carried it with him fewed

up in fome part of his clothes,,to guard againft lofing it. If this was

true, what he carried with him certainly proved his deftru&ion ; if

not, the cataftrophe rauft be attributed to his indifcreet declarations.

By the various wounds which he had received, it appeared that he

muft have well defended himfelf, and could not have parted with his

life until overpowered by numbers
;
for, though advanced in years, he

was a (lout mufcular man ; and it was from this circumfiance con-

cluded, that more than one perfon was concerned in the murder of

him. To difcover, if poffible, the perpetrators of this atrocious offence,

one or two men of bad characters were taken up and examined, as

well as all the people employed about the flock-yard : but nothing

appeared that tended to fix it upon any one of them
;
and, defirable

as it was that they mould be brought to that punifhment which fooner

or later awaited them, it was feared that until fome riot or difagree-

ment among themfelves mould occur, no clue would be furniflied

that could lead to their detection. In tracing the motives that could

lead to this murder, the pernicious vice of gaming prefented itfelf as

the firft and grand caufe. To fuch excefs was this purfuit carried

among the convicts, that fome had been known, after lofing pro-

vifions, money, and all their fpare clothing, to have flaked and loft

the very clothes on their wretched backs, (landing in the midfl of

their affociates as naked, and as indifferent about it, as the unconfeious

natives of the country which thefe gamblers difgraced. Money was,

i i 2 however
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however, the principal object with thefe people ; for with money they

could purchafe fpirits, or whatever elfe their paffions made them
covet, and the colony could furnifh. They had been feen to play at

their favourite games, cribbage and all-fours, for fix, eight, and ten

dollars each game ; and thole who were not expert at thefe, inftead of

pence, toffed up for dollars. Their meetings were fcenes of quar-

relling, fwearing, and every profanenefs that might be expected from

the diifolute manners of thofe who compofed them ; and to this im-

proper practice rauft undoubtedly be attributed mo ft of the vices that

exifted in the colony, as pilferings, garden-robberies, burglaries, pro-

fanation of the fabbath, and murder.

About the middle of the month, one fmall cow and a Bengal fteer

(both private property) were killed, and iflued to the non-commif-

fioned officers and privates of two companies of the New South Wales

corps. This was but the third time that frefh beef had been tafted by

the colonifts of that country
;
once, it may be remembered, in the

year 1788, and a fecond time when the Lieutenant-Governor and the

officers of the fettlement were entertained by the Spanifli captains. At

that time, however, had they not been informed that they were eating

beef, they would never have difcovered it by the flavour; and it certainly

happened to more than one Englishman that day, to eat his favourite

viand without recognifing the tafte. The Spanifh mode of roafting

beef or mutton was, firft to boil and then to brown the joint before

the fire.

The beef that was killed was fold to the foldiers at eighteen-pence

per pound. The two animals together weighed three hundred and

feventy-two pounds.

Accounts were received at Sydney of an uncommon ftorm of wind,

accompanied with rain, which had occurred at Parramatta. In its

violence it bordered on a hurricane, running in a vein, and in a di-

rection from the eaft to weft. The weft-end of the Governor's hut

was injured, the paling round fome farms which lay in its pafTage

were levelled, and a great deal of Indian corn was much damaged.

1 It
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It was not, however, felt at Sydney, nor, fortunately, at Toongabbe

;

and was of fhort duration ; but the rain was reprefented as having

been very heavy. The climate was well known to be fubjecT: to

fudden gufts of wind and changes of weather ; but nothing of this

violence had been before experienced.

It was found that the fettlers, notwithftanding the plentiful crops

which in general they might be faid to have gathered, gave no affift-

ance to Government by fending any into ftore. They appeared to

be raoft feduloully endeavouring to get rid of their grain in any way

that they could ; fome by brewing and diftilling it ; fome by baking

it into bread, and indulging their own propensities in eating ; others

by paying debts contracted by gaming. Even the farms themfelves

were pledged and loll in this way ; thofe very farms which un-

doubtedly were capable of furnifhing them with an honeft comfort-

able maintenance for life.

It was pretty well afcertained, that their crops had yielded at the

leafl feven thoufand burners of wheat. Of the different diftri&s, that

of ProfpecT: Hill proved to be the moft productive ; fome grounds

there returned thirty bufhels of wheat for one. Next to the diftricT:

of ProfpecT: Hill, the Northern Boundary farms were the beft ; but

many of the fettlers at the other diftri&s afcribed their mifcarriage

more to the late periods at which their grounds were fown, than to

any poverty of the foil.

The grounds in cultivation on account of Government, which had

been fown with wheat, (three hundred and fixty acres,) was found to

have produced about the fame quantity as that raifed by the fettlers.

Through the want of flour, the confumption of this article was very

great ; and toward the latter end of the month half of the whole pro-

duce of the laft feafon (referving twelve hundred bufhels for feed) had

been iffued. This afforded but a gloomy profpecT: ; for it was much

fearedrthat unlefs fupplies arrived in time, the Indian corn would not

be ripe foon enough to fave the feed wheat.

On
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On the 25th, the grain from Bengal being expended, and no more

Indian corn of the laft year's growth remaining that could be faved,

the public were informed, that from that time no other grain than

wheat could be iffued ; and accordingly on that day the male convi&s

received for their week's fubfiftence three pounds of pork and eight

-pounds of wheat ; and one pound more of wheat was iffued to the

civil and military.

In this unprovided Mate of the fettlement, the return of Mr. Bamp-

ton with his promifed cargo began to be anxioufly expected. The

completion of the Britannia's voyage was alfo looked forward to, as a

defirable event, though to be expected at a fomewhat later period
;

and every fhower of rain, as it tended to the benefit of the Indian

corn then growing, was received as a fort of prefage that at lead the

feed-wheat, the hopes of the next feafon, would be fafe.

Another divifion of fettlers was added to the lift of thofe already

eftablimed. Williams and Rufe, having got rid of the money which

they had refpecTively received for their farms, were permitted, with

fome others, to open ground on the banks of the Hawkefbury, be-

ginning with much fpirit, and forming to themfelves very fanguine

hopes of fuccefs. At the end of the month they had cleared feveral

acres, and were in fome forvvardnefs with a few huts. The natives

had not given them any interruption. Thofe people, however, had

not been fo quiet in the neighbourhood of Parrarnatta, between which

fettlement and Profpecl: Hill fome fettlers had been attacked by a party

of armed natives, and ltripped of their provifions. Thefe favages

were very defirous of poUeiTing the clothing and provifions of the in-

habitants ; and it was noticed, that as the corn ripened, they con~

ftantly drew together round the fettlers' farms, and round the public

grounds, for the purpofe of committing depredations.

On the 1 2th of February the Francis returned from Norfolk Mand.

By her the Lieutenant-Governor ftated that his crops had been

abundant, and plenty was reigning among all defcriptions of people in

the
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the ifland. His wheat was cut, the firft of it on the 25th of November,,

and the harveft was well got in by Chriflmas-day. About two thou-

fand bufhels were the calculated produce of this crop, which would
have been greater but for the want of rain. Of the maize, the firft

crop (having always two) was gathering while the fchooner was there,

and, notwithstanding the drought, turned out well ; from one acre and

a quarter of ground, one hundred and fix bufhels had been gathered
;

but it was pretty generally eftablifhed on the ifland, that thirty-fix

bufhels of maize might be taken as the average produce of an acre of

ground.

The fuperior fertility of the foil at Norfolk Ifland to that of New
South Wales had never been doubted. The following account of the

laft year's crop was tranfmitted by Lieutenant Governor King

:

From November 1792 to November 1793 the crop of maize

amounted to - - 3 247 bufhels.

Wheat - - - 1302 ditto.

Calavances - - 50 ditto..

Purchafed in the above time from fettlers and others, at five (hillings

per bufhel, - - 3600 bufhels.

Referved by them for feed 3000 ditto of maize.

300 ditto of wheat.-

300 ditto of calavances, and'

50 tons of potatoes.

Which, together with three hundred and five bufhels of maize brought

from thence with the detachment of the New South Wales corps at the

relief in March, made a total of 10,152 bufhels of maize,

1602 ditto wheat,

350 ditto calavances,

50 tons potatoes,

raifed on Norfolk Ifland in one twelve-month, or! about two hundred

and fifty-fix acres of ground.

Of this crop, and of what had been purchafed, there remained in

the public ftores, when the fchooner left the ifland, forty»three weeks
5

maize
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maize and wheat ; in addition to which, the Lieutenant-Governor

fuppofed that he mould have that feafon, after referving five hundred

bufheis for feed, fufficient of that article for the confumption of fix

hundred and ninety-nine perfons *, the whole number of people

victualled there from the (tores, for fourteen weeks, at the rate of ten

pounds per man per week ; and fifty-eight weeks' maize, at twelve

pounds per week. He had befides, at the eftablifhed ration, twelve

weeks' beef, twenty-nine weeks' pork, five weeks' molafles, and thirty

weeks' oil and fugar. The whole forming an abundance that feemed

to place the evil hour of want and diftrefs at too great a diftance to

excite much alarm or apprehenfion of its occurring there.

The fettlement had been fo healthy, that no lofs by death had hap-

pened fince their laft account ; and when the fchooner failed very few

were fick. Only fixty-three perfons had died in the laft two years

and fixty-three days ; in which time ninety-five children had been

born j\ Every defcription of ftock, except fome Cape flieep which

did not breed, was equally healthy as the inhabitants, and were in-

creafing faft.

The two natives of New Zealand, who had been fent to Mr. King,

having completed the purpofe for which they had been fent (by giving

fuch inftru&ion in the procefs of preparing the flax-plant, that even

with very bad materials a few hands could manufacture thirty yards

of good canvas in a week), and having manifefted much anxiety, on

the appearance of any fhip, to return to their friends and native

country, though treated with every attention and kindnefs that could

difpel their fears and conciliate their good opinion, Mr. King thought

this a favourable opportunity of gratifying their willies (the Britannia

having called at the ifland in her way to Bengal). That they might

* The whole number in the fettlement amounted to one thoufand and eight perfons.

f By the CommilTary's books there were, on the 20th of February 1794, two hundred and

fifty -four children in the three fettlements at Port Jackfon. On the 30th of January, by Lieu-

tenant Governor King's return, there were one hundred and forty- eight children at Norfolk,

making a total of four hundred and two.

not
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not experience on the voyage any interruption to the good treatment

which they had hitherto met with, he determined to accompany them
himfelf, and accordingly embarked on board the Britannia, with a

guard from the New South Wales corps, and failed for New Zealand

on the 9th. Their paffage was fhort ; for on the fourth day the two

natives were landed among fome of their friends, though not exactly

at the diftricl: in which their families and kindred refided (the Bay of

Wands) ; and Mr. King returned to Norfolk Ifland on the 1 8th.

Mr. King found himfelf compelled to fend by the Francis ten fol-

diers, of the detachment of the New South Wales corps on duty there,

under a charge of mutinous behaviour. A jealoufy which had grown

up between the foldiers and free-men, fettlers and others, occafioned

by fome ads of violence, and improper behaviour on either fide,

broke out at a place in which the Lieutenant-Governor had permitted

plays to be reprefented by the convicts, as an innocent recreation after

labour. Mr. King, who was prefent, having thought it neceffary to

order one of the foldiers into confinement when the play was ended,

the detachment repaired to their own commanding-officer, and de-

manded the releafe of their comrade. On his declaring his inability

to comply with fuch a requeft, they fignified a refolution to releafe

him themfelves
5
upon which the officer remonftrated with them, and

they difperfed. It did not appear that they made any attempts to re-

leafe the prifoner ; but when the Lieutenant-Governor was made ac-

quainted with the above circumftances, he convened all the officers in

the fettlement, and laid before them what he had heard, together with

an account of a determination among the foldiers, to releafe from the

halberts any of their comrades who fhould be ordered to punimment

for any offence or injury done to a fettler ; all of which he had caufed

to be authenticated upon oath. The refult of this meeting was, that

the detachment fhould be difarmed, and that the fettlers late of the

marines, and {hip's company, fhould be embodied and armed as a mi-

litia. This refolution was accordingly put in execution, by fending

the detachment from their quarters unarmed, upon different duties,

K K while
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while the new^raifed militia took poflfeffion of their arms. On their

return, twenty were feletted as mutineers to be fent to Port Tackfon

the remainder returning to their duty immediately (but of that num-
ber ten were, after a few days confinement, pardoned and liberated);

and two days after Mr. King had reftored good order in the fettle-

ment the Francis appeared. By her he fent the ten prifoners, under

the guard of an officer and as many foldiers as the veflel could con-

veniently receive.

A court of enquiry, compofed of the officers of the regiment at

Sydney, was affembled on the arrival of the Francis, to examine into

the complaint which had accompanied the foldiers
; when, after five

days' deliberation, they reported, that the conduct of the foldiers, in

difobeying the orders of their officers, was reprehenfible
; but, on

confidering the provocations which had given birth to that difcbe-

dience, they recommended them to their commanding-officer's cle-

mency.

On the 27th, the fchoaner failed a fecond time for Norfolk Wand,

to convey officers and foldiers in lieu of thofe who had been fent to

Sydney, and without whom the detachment on duty there would

have been too much weakened.

The natives again became troublefome. Twice they had attacked,

robbed, and beaten, fome of the fettlers' wives, who were repairing

between their farms and Parramatta ; and great quantities of corn

continued to be ftolen by them. One of thofe women was fo feverely

bounded by a party, who robbed and ftripped her of part of her

wearing apparel, that fhe lay for a long time dangeroufly ill at the

hofpital. It was faid that the people who committed this and other

ads of violence and cruelty were occafional vifitors with others at

Sydney.

Notwith(landing the woods were infefted by thefe people, numbers

of the male convicts, idle, and dreading labour as a greater evil than

the riik of being murdered, abfented from the new fettlements, and,

after wandering about for a few days, got at length to Sydney, almoft

6 naked.
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naked, and fo nearly ftarved, that in mod cafes humanity interfered

between them and the punifhment which they merited. They, in

general, pleaded the infufficiency of their prefent ration to fupport a

labouring man. At that period, it was true, the labouring convift

was menaced with the probability of fullering greater want than had
ever been before experienced in the fettlement. One fortnight more

would fee the public (lores cleared of its lad ounce of provifions.

But even this fituation, bad as it was, was flill alleviated by the affift-

ance that the officers, fettlers, and others were able to afford to thofe

whom they either retained in their fervice or occafionally hired for

labour as they wanted them. Some who were off the (lore, and who
well remembered their own diftreffes in the years 1789 and 1791,

declared, that with a little induftry, and being allowed the indulgence

of going out in a boat, they could even at that time have earned a

better fubfiftence than if they were employed by Government and fed

from a full ftore. Nothing was loft ; even the fhark was found to be

a certain fupply ; the oil which was procured from its liver was fold

at one {hilling the quart ; and but very few houfes in the colony were

fortunate enough to enjoy the pleafant light of a candle.

The feed-wheat had as yet efcaped, and might remain untouched

for a fortnight. To lofe that, would be to repel every advance which

had been made toward fupporting themfelves, and to crufti every hope

of independence. All that had been done in cultivation, every acre

which was preparing for the enfuing crop, would long have remained

a memorial of their diftrefs ; and where exifted the mind that could

have returned to the labour of the field with that cheerful fpirit or

^nergy which would have been neceffary to enfure future fuccefs ?

k k 2 CH A P.
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CHAP. XIII,

ALARMING STATE OF THE PROVISIONS.—THE WILLIAM ARRIVES WITH SUP-

PLIES FROM ENGLAND, AND TFIE ARTHUR FROM BENGAL. THE AMOR
PATR1JE NATURAL TO MAN IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD.—INFORMA-
TION.-—--MR. BAMPTON. -CAPTAIN BLIGH. ADMIRAL BARRINGTON
TRANSPORT LOST.— -FULL RATION ISSUED. INGRATITUDE AND JUST
PUNISHMENT OF THE SETTLERS.—GAMING.—HONESTY OF A NATIVE.

THE D^DALUS ARRIVES. INFORMATION. FEMALE INCONSTANCY, AND
ITS CONSEQUENCES. NATIVE KILLED.— DISORDER IN THE EYES PREVA-
LENT. THE WILLIAM SAILS.— CULTIVATION. EXCURSION. A STORE-
SHIP ARRIVES.— CAPTAIN BAMPTON.—FULL RATION.—THE BRITANNIA,

SPEEDY, AND HALCYON ARRIVE.— PARTICULARS. ACCOUNT OF STOCK.

THE HOPE ARRIVES.—THE FANNY ARRIVES FROM BOMBAY.—TWO CON-

VICTS EXECUTED.- EXCURSION TO THE WESTERN MOUNTAINS. THE
FRANCIS RETURNS. CORN BILLS NOT PAID. THE RESOLUTION AND
SALAMANDER ARRIVE. GALES OF WIND. NATIVES. CONVICT EX-

ECUTED.-4A SETTLER MURDERED.—THE NATIVES TFIE SURPRISE AR-

RIVES. DEATHS. THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR LEAVES THE SETTLE-

MENT.—TFIE EXPERIMENT ARRIVES CAPTAIN PATERSON ASSUMES THE
COMMAND. RATION. DEATHS IN 1794.

£)NE ferving of fait- meat alone remained in the provifion-rlore

;

and that was to be the food of only half a week. After that

period the profpect was truly difcouraging ; for mere bread and

water appeared to be the portion of by far the greater part of the in-

habitants of thefe unfortunate fettlements,—of that part too whofe

bodily labour muft be called forth to reftore plenty, and attain fuch a

{late of independence on the parent-country as would render delay or

accident in the tranfport of fupplies a matter of much lefs moment to

the colony than it had ever hitherto been confidered.

As
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As at this time the ftock of fwine in the poffeHion of individuals

was rather confiderable, fome faving of the fait provifions, it was

thought, might be made by purchafing fufficient to iffue to the mi-

litary. A quantity was therefore purchafed by the CommifTary, and

ifiued in the proportion of four pounds and a half of frefh meat in-

flead of three of fait.

Both public and private flock appeared to be threatened with de-

flru&ion. The fheep and goats in the colony were not numbered far

from one thoufand. The cows had increafed that fpecies of ftock by

thirteen calves, which were produced in the lad year. The exact

number of hogs was not, nor could it well be, afcertained ; it muft,

however, have been confiderable, as every induftrious convict had

been able to keep one or more breeding fows. All this wore, indeed,

the appearance of a refource
;

yet what would it all have been (ad-

mitting that an equal partition had been made) when diftributed

among upwards of three thoufand people ? But an equal partition of

private ftock, as moft of this was fuch, could not have been expected.

The officers holding this ftock in their own hands would certainly

take care to keep it there, and from it would naturally fupply their

own people. How far, in an hour of fuch diftrefs, the convicts would

have fat quietly down on their return from labouring in the field to

their fcanty portion of bread and water, and looked patiently on while

others were keeping want and hunger at a diftance by the daily enjoy-

ment of a comfortable meal of frefti viands ? was a queflion with

many who thought of their fituation.

Moft happily, however, for all defcriptions of people, they were not

at this time to be put to the trial ;
for, on the 8th of March, at that

critical moment when the doors of the provifion-ftore had clofed,'and

the convicts had received their laft allowance which remained, the

fignal for a fail was made. A boat was fent down ; but on its return at

night they were told that a fhip with Englifh colours flying had ftood

into the harbour ; but meeting with a heavy fquall of wind at fouth,

in which fhe fplit her fore-top-fail,! was compelled again to put to fea.

It
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It was conjectured that fiie was a ftranger ; for if any perfon on board

her had had any knowledge of the harbour, fhe might have run with

much eafe from the middle-head into fafety in Spring Cove. The
officer who went down unfortunately could not board her.

At night the wind increafed, with much rain, and morning was

anxioufly looked for, to tell them where and who the ftranger was.

Nothing more, however, was known of her during that day, than

that (he was to be feen from the flag-ftaff ; whence in the evening

word was brought up, over-land,, that another vefTel, a brig, was

in fight

Anxiety and curiofity, now ftrained to the utmoft, were obliged to

wait the pairing of another night ; but about three o'clock on Monday
the ioth the wind and weather both changed

;
and, to the infinite fa-

tisfacTion of the anxious expectants, the fhip William, from London,

came to an anchor, and with her the Arthur, a fmall brig of about

i)inety-five tons, from Bengal. The William had failed from the

river Thames on the firft of July ; whence fhe proceeded to Cork,

where (lie took on board a cargo of beef and pork for the colony*;

but had not an ounce of flour. By her they learned, that Governor

Phillip had reached England in fafety. The natives Bennillong and

Yem-mer-ra-wan-nie were well, but not fufficiently diverted of the

genuine natural love for liberty and their native country, to prefer

London, with its pleafures and its abundance, to the woods of New
South Wales. They requefted that their wives might be taught to

expect their return in the courfe of that year. Had it been poflible to

eradicate in any bread that love for the place of our birth, or where

we have lived and grown from infancy to manhood, which is im-

planted in us by the kind hand of nature, it furely would have been

effected on two natives of New Holland, whofe country did not

poffefs a fingle charm in the eye even of a favage inhabitant of New

* She had likewife on board a machine for dreffing flour ; a fmall quantity of iron ;
two pair

of mill-ftones, and fome tools for fmiths.

Zealand
;

•
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Zealand * ; but here was a proof that, in every breaft that fentiment

is the fame ; and that a love for our native country is not the refult of

her being the feat of arts and arms, the refidence of worth, beauty,

truth, juftice ; of all the virtues that adorn and dignify human nature,

and all the pleafures and enjoyments that render life valuable ; but

that it can be excited even in a land where wretchednefs, want, and

ignorance have laid their iron hands on the inhabitants, and marked

with mifery all their days and nights.

In the William arrived an afTiftant chaplain, to divide the religious

duties of the colony with Mr. Johnfon.

Had it been known on the evening of the 8th, when the report

was received that the fhip had been blown out to fea, that me contained

fo valuable a cargo as four months' beef and pork at the full ration,

how would their anxiety have been increafed upon her account ! Had
{he, as the Juftinian had before, been blown off the coaft for three

weeks, how deeply would diftrefs have been felt in thefe fettlements !

The brig from Bengal had on board a fmall quantity of beef and

pork ; fome fugar, Bengal rum, and coarfe callicoes.

To the great furprife and regret of every inhabitant of Port Jack-

fon, no account, at the time of the brig leaving Calcutta, had been

heard of Mr. Bampton's arrival in any port in India. He had at his

departure expreiTed a resolution of attempting a paffage between New
Holland and Guinea, in the hope of being, if fuccefsful, the firft to

eftablifh a fact that would be attended with Angular advantages to

his Majefty's fettlements in that part of the world. This intention

increafed the alarm for his fafety ; as Captain Bligh, of the happy con-

clufion of whofe fecond voyage for the bread-fruit they now heard,

was particularly inftru&ed to furvey the (traits which feparate New
Holland from New Guinea ; and by the accounts of his voyage which

reached them they found, that the two (hips, Providence and Affiftance,

* The New Zealanders who were taken to Sydney expreffed, both there and at Norfolk

Iflandj the utmoft abhorrence of the country and its inhabitants.

were

\



2 5 6 ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [March,

were twenty days from their entrance into the ftrait to their finding

themfelves again in an open fea. The navigation through this paffage

was defcribed as the moft dangerous ever performed by any nvai-

gator ; nor was this all the hazard that they ran
; for, from fome of the

iflands, eight canoes formed the daring attempt of attacking the armed

tender, and with their arrows killed one and wounded two of the fea-

men. Some of thefe canoes were fixty or feventy feet long, and in

one of them were twenty-two perfons.

This account excited many apprehenfions for Mr. Bampton's fafety.

It was known that he had on board fome articles of merchandize,

which he meant to difpofe of at Batavia ; but by very late accounts re-

ceived at Calcutta from that place, it appeared that he had not touched

at that port. It was therefore more than probable, that both the Shah
Hormuzear and the Chefterfield had been wrecked on fome of the

ihoals with which the ftrait abounded, and that their officers and

people, taking to. their long-boats, had fallen facrifices to the natives

who had attacked the Afiiftance, by the guns of which many had

been wounded in their attempt to carry that vefTel.

To the difappointment which the colony fuftained from the failure

of the contract already mentioned for cattle and provifions, which

were to have been fupplied them by Mr. Bampton, was added the

regret which every thinking being muft have felt on contemplating

the calamitous moments which had, in all probability, brought de-

ftmetion on fo many of their fellow-creatures.

The mafter of the brig had met with captain Patrickfon, who had be-

fore carried a cargo on fpeculation to Sydney, and had actually loaded

a fhip with the intention of repeating his vifit, but was prevented by

fome unaccountable apprehenfion that his venture would not be

pnrchafed.

The government of Bengal too had advertifed for terms to freight

a veffel for that country with cattle and provifions ; but were diverted

from the defign by the equipment of the armaments which it was ne-

cefTary to enter into at that time.

Thus
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Thus had the infant colony of New South Wales ftill been

doomed to be the fport of contingency, the jarring interefls of men
co-operating with the dangers of the fea to throw obftacles in the

way of that long-defired independence which would free the mother-

country from a heavy refponfibility as well as expence, and would

deliver the colonifts from the conftant apprehenfion under which

they laboured, of being one day left to feek their fubfiftence among
the woods of the country, or along the mores of its coaft.

In confequence of thefe fortunate arrivals the full ration of fait

meat was ordered ; and the deficiency on the lad ferving days was

completed to the full allowance. The laft of the wheat was ferved

on the 17th (a proper quantity being referved for feed) ; and on the

next provifion-day ten pounds of Indian corn were fubftituted inftead

of the allowance of wheat. Nothing but dire neceffity could have

induced the gathering and iffuing of this article in its unripened ftate,

the whole of it being foft, full of juice, and wholly unfit to grind.

Had the fcttlers, with only a common mare of honefty, returned the

wheat which they had received from Government to fow their

grounds the laft feafon, the reproach which they drew upon them-

felves, by not ftepping forward at fuch a moment to affift Govern-

ment, would not have been incurred 5 but though, to an individual,

they all knew the anxiety which every one felt for the prefervation

of the feed-wheat, yet when applied to, and told (in addition to the

fum of ten millings per bufhel) that any quantity which they might

choofe to put into the ftore mould be brought from their farms with-

out any expence of carriage to them, they all, -or nearly all, pleaded

an infufficiency to crop their own ground ; a plea that was well

known to be made without a fhadow of truth. In confequence of

this refufal, (for their excufes amounted to as much,) the Lieutenant-

Governor directed all thofe fettlers whofe limited time for being

victualled from the public ftores had expired, to be ftruck off the pro-

vifion-lift : a very juft punimment for their ingratitude ; as every ac-

commodation had conftantly been afforded them which was corw

l l fiftent
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fiftent with the fituation of the colony. It was, however, now feen,

that they were not the defcription of fettlers from whom, whatever

indulgences they might receive, Government had any affiftance to

expert; their principal object was, to ferve their own immediate in-

terete
;
and, to ferve that, they could forget every claim which the

public had upon them.

A new mill, made by a convict, was completed and fet to work

about the time of the William's arrival. At firft it went rather

heavily ; but in a few days, with the labour of nine men, it ground

fixty-three pounds of wheat in feventeen minutes.

A circumftance now occurred, which gave fome proof that the

force of good example had been felt by one of the natives, a youth

named Ca-ru-ey, who from long refidence in the colony had con-

traded fome of the diftin&ions between good and ill
;

for, on per-

ceiving fome convicls gathering and fecreting Indian corn out of a

garden, and knowing that acts of that nature were always punifhed,

he inteantly gave an account of what he had feen, in time to fecure

the offenders on the fpot, with the corn in their poffeiTion. As he

made no fecret of what he had done, it was apprehended that fome

revenge might, if they were punilhed, be levelled at him on a fu-

ture opportunity : they were therefore pardoned ; but Ca-ru-ey was

neverthelefs applauded and recompenced for his attention and honefty.

On the third of April the Daedalus returned, with part of the ftores

that me had on board at the time of her leaving Port Jackfon, Cap-

tain Vancouver not having room for them in his ihip. The native

who had accompanied Mr. Hanfon returned with him, and bad con-

ducted hiinfelf with the greater! propriety during the voyage, readily

complying with whatever was required of him. The king of Owhyhee

earneftly wifhed to detain him on the ifland, making fplendid offers

to Mr. Hanfon, of canoes, warlike internments, and other curiofities,

to purchafe him ; but if Mr. Hanfon had been willing to have left

him, Collins would not have confented, being very anxious to return

jo New South Wales,

He
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He did not appear to have acquired much of the Englifh language

during his excurfion ; but feemed to comprehend a great deal more
than he could find words to exprefs.

On his arrival at Sydney he found his wife, whom he had left in a

ftate of pregnancy, in the po lie Hi 011 of another native, a very fine

young fellow. The circumftance of his return, and the novelty of his

appearance, being habited in the Englifh drefs, and very clean, drew

many of his countrymen about him ; and among others his rival and

his wife. The hufband and the gallant eyed each other with indig-

nant fullennefs, while the poor wife (who had recently been delivered

of a female child) appeared terrified, and as if me knew not which to

cling to as her protector, but expecting that me mould be the fufferer,

whether afcertained to belong to her former or prefent mailer. A few

days, however, determined the point : her travelled hufband fhivered

a fpear with the lover, who was wounded in the conteft, and the wife

became the prize of the victor; who, after thus afcertaining his right

by arms, feemed indifferent about the reward ; and was foon after

feen traverfing the country in fearch of another wife.

By the return of the Francis from Norfolk Ifland, Lieutenant-Go-

vernor King reported, that his fecond crop of Indian corn had been

fo productive that he was enabled to make an offer of fending five

thoufand bufhels of that article to Sydney, if required.

Notwithstanding the ill fuccefs which had hitherto attended the en-

deavours of the Iriih convicts itationed at Toongabbe and Parramatta

to find a way from thofe places to China, a few of them were again

hardy enough to attempt effecting their efcape, and getting thither, in

a fm all boat which they took from a fettler. They had furnhhed

themfelves with fome provisions ; but the wretchednefs of their boat

inuft have enfured to them the fame end which certainly befel Tar-

wood and his companions, particularly as it blew a gale of wind the

day fucceeding their departure
;
and, no account having been received

of them from that day, the 12th, to the end of the month, it was

fuppofed that they had periuhed.

l L 2 From
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From the fettlement on the banks of that river the heft reports con-

tinued to be received from time to time : every where the fettlers

found a rich black mould of feveral feet depth ; and one man had in

three months planted and dug a crop of potatoes. The natives, how-

ever, had given them fuch interruption as induced a neceffity for firing

upon them, by which, it was faid, one man was killed.

At Toongabbe, where the Indian corn was growing, their vifits and

their depredations were fo frequent and extenfive, that the watchmen

were compelled to fire on them ; and one party, confiderable in num-

ber, after having been driven off, returning diredly to the plunder,

was purfued by the watchmen for feveral miles, when a conteft en-

fued, in which the natives were worried, and three of them left dead

upon the fpot. The watchmen, apprehenfive left their ftory, like

many of the fame nature which they had told, mould be doubted y

brought in with them, as a teftimonial not to be difputed, the head of

one of thofe whom they had flair*. With this witnefs to fupport

them, they told many wonderful circumftances of the purfuit and

fubfequent fight, which they ftated to have taken place at lead

fourteen miles from the fettlement, and to have been very defperately

and obftinately fuftained on the part of the natives. It was remarked,,

however, that not one of the watchmen had received the fmalleft injury,

a circumftance that threw a ITiade over their ftory which led their

hearers to believe that they had magnified their valour, and the hu-

mane part of them to hope that they had at leaft trebled the deed of

daughter which they had actually committed. Whatever might have

been the truth, it was certain that a party of natives appeared the fol-

lowing day about the corn-grounds, but conducted themfelves with

a great deal of caution, ftationing one of their party upon the ftump

of a tree which commanded an extenfive view of the cultivated

grounds, and retreating the inftant they perceived themfelves to be

obferved.

At Sydney a large party of natives aflembled for the purpofe of

burning the body of Carradah, the native mentioned in the trans-

actions.
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actions of the month of December, by the name of Midjer Rool. He
had been put to death while afleep in the night by fome people who
were inimical to his tribe ; and the natives who witnefled the per-

formance of the iaft rite allured the inhabitants, that when the mur-

derers fhould be difcovered feveral fevere contefts would enfue. It

was at this time that the rencounter between Collins and Wyatt

took place; and lome other points of honour which remained un-

fettled, were then determined, not without much bloodfhed, though

no one was killed.

Near four hundred acres were in the courfe of April fown with

wheat on the public account, the price of which article was at the

time twenty millings a bufhel. The crops of Indian corn had in ge-

neral turned out very productive : fome on the light fandy foil yielded

fifty bumels of fhelled corn per acre, and a patch of Caffre corn

growing in the like foil, produced as much. This grain had been

brought from the Cape of Good Hope, and was found to anfwer well

for fattening of ftock. No one having attempted to feparate the

farinaceous part of the grain from the hulk, which was of an aiiringent

quality, no judgment had been formed of its utility as a flour ; but

fome who had ground it and mixed the whole together into a paite

pronounced it to be equal to any preparation of oatmeal

The convict's grinding machine, a walking mill on a larger con-

duction than that which had failed at Parramatta, was fet in motion
;

but it was found from the variety and number of the wheels, that

fomething was conftantly wrong about it. Finding, after a fair trial,

that it was imperfect, it was relinquished, and one on a different con-

flruction, and made by a different perfon, was preferred.

An inflammation of the eyes was generally prevalent among all de-

fcriptions of people at this time. It raged at firft among children ;

but when it got into a houfe, fcarcely any perfon in it efcaped the

complaint. It was accounted for by the variable weather which had

prevailed.

The-
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The permiflion given to officers to hold lands had operated power-

fully in favour of the colony, which was, in the opinion of mod
people, now making rapid ftrides toward that independence fo long,

and hitherto fo vainly, wifli'ed for. Thefe gentlemen were liberal in

their employment of people ; and fuch had been their exertions, that

it appeared by a furvey taken in the laft month, that nine hundred

and eighty-two acres had been cleared by them fince that permiflion

had been received ; and it further appeared, that there had been

cleared fince Governor Phillip's departure in December 1792, two

thoufand nine hundred and fixty-two acres, h muff here be remem-
bered, that the colony had been fupplied with no other grain than

that railed within itfelf from the 1 6th day of December 1793.

Some natives, who had obferved the increafing number of the

fettlers on the|banks of the Hawkcfbury, and had learned that they

were folicitous to difcover other frefh-water rivers, for the purpofe of

forming fettlements, allured them, that at no very great difbnce from

Botany Bay, there was a river of frefh water which ran into the

fea. As this was thought not to be improbable, two men of the mi-

litary, who were deemed of fuflicient judgment and difcretion for the

purpofe, were fent out well armed and furnifhed with provifions for

a week. They fet off from the fouth fhore, and were accompanied by

a native, as a guide, who profefled a knowledge of the country, and

named the place where the frefh water would be found to run.

Great expectations were formed of this excurfion, from the confidence

with which the native repeatedly aflerted the exigence of a frefh water

river. On the 20th, however, the party returned, with an account,

that the native had very foon walked beyond his own knowledge of the

country, and trufted to them to bring him fafe back ; that having

penetrated about twenty miles to the fouthward of Botany Bay, they

came to a large inlet of the fea, which formed a fmall harbour. The

head of this they rounded, without difcovering any river of frefh,

water near it. The country they defcribed as high and rocky in the

neigh-
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neighbourhood of the harbour, which, on afterwards looking into the

chart, was fuppofed to be fomewbere about Reed Point.
kThe native

returned with the fcldiers, as cheerfully and as well pJeafed as if he
had conducted them to the banks of the firft river in the world.

An excurfion of a different nature was at this time framing amonsi

fome discontented Irifh convicts, and was on the point of being car-

ried into execution when difcovered. Among thofe who had arrived

in the lad (hips from Ireland, was a convict who had been an attorney

in that kingdom, and who was weak enough to form the hazardous

fcheme, with feveral others, of feizing a long-boat, in which they

were to endeavour to reach Batavia. A quantity of provifions, water-

cafks, fails, and other neceifary articles, were provided, and were

found, at the time of making the difeovery, in the houfe of the prin-

cipal. Thefe people had much greater reafon to rejoice at, than to

regret, the difeovery of their plot ; for the wind, on the day fu ex-

ceeding the night in which they were to have gone off, blew a heavy

gale ;
and, as there were no profeiTed feamen in the party, it was next

to impoffible but that the boat mud: be loft. The greater!: evil that

attended thefe defertions was the lofs of the boats which were taken

off; for the colony could not fuftain much injury by the abfence of a

few wretches who were too idle to labour, and muft be conftantly

whifpering their own difcontents among the other convicts.

On the 24th of May, the inhabitants of this hitherto ill-omened

country had the fatisfaciion of feeing the Indifpenfable, a (lore (hip,

anchor in the cove from England, with a cargo confining principally

of provifions for the colony. From her they under(lood that fhe was

the firft of fix or feven mips which were all to bring out (lores and

provifions, and which, if no accident happened in the paffage, might

be expected to arrive in the courfe of two months. The fupply of

clothing and provifions intended to be conveyed by them, together

with what had been received by the William, was calculated for the

confumption of a twelvemonth. The quantity which had now

arrived formed a fupply of flour for twelve weeks, beef for four ditto^

pork
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pork for four ditto, and of peafe for fourteen ditto. She had left Spit-

head on the 26th of December, touched at Teneriffe and at the Cape

of Good Hope, where the matter had met with the Chefterfield, which

had left Port JackTon in April 1793 with the Shah XTormuzear;

and one of her people, who had formerly been a convict at Sydney,

wifhing to return to that country, they now collected from him fome

information refpecting Mr. Bampton's voyage. He told them, that

the two mips were fix months in their paflage to Timor, owing to

the difficulty which they had met with in the navigation of the Straits

between New Holland and New Guinea. On one of the iflands in

thefe ftratts they loft a boat, which had been fent on more to trade

with the natives. In this boat went, never to return, (according to

this perfon's account,) Captain Hill, of the New South Wales corps,

who was a paflenger in the Shah Hormuzear ; Mr. Carter, a friend of

Mr. Bampton's; Shaw, the firft mate of the Chefterfield
;

Afcot, who

had been a convict, and two or three black people belonging to the

Shah Hormuzear. It was conjectured that they were, immediately

after landing, murdered by the natives, as the people of a boat that

was fent on more fome hours after to look for them found only the

clothes which they had on when they left the fhip, and a lantern and

tinder-box which they had taken with them : the clothes were torn

into rags. At a fire they found three hands ; but they were fo black

and disfigured by being burnt, that the people could not afcertain

whether they had belonged to black or white men. If the account of

this man might be credited, the end of thefe unfortunate gentlemen

and their companions mud have been truly horrid and deplorable ; it

was certain, however, that the fhip failed from the ifland without

them, and their fate was left in uncertainty, though every poflible

effort to difcover them was made by Mr. Bampton.

At Timor Mr. Bampton took in a very valuable freight of fanclaj-

wood, with which he proceeded to Batavia ; and when the Chefter-

field parted company, he hoped foon to return to Port Jackfon.

4 In
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In confequence of the fupplies received by the Indifpenfable, the

full ration of flour was directed to be ifTued, and the CommhTary was
ordered not to receive for the prefent any more Indian corn that

might be brought to fale.

The arrival of the Britannia on the firft of June gave general fatisfae-

tion, as many doubts about her fafety had been created by fome ac-

counts which the m after of the Indifpenfable had heard at the Cape

of Good Hope, of the Bay of Bengal being full of French privateers.

They learned from Mr. Raven, that he had been forced to go to Ba-

tavia inftead of Bengal, having been attacked in the Straits of Malacca

by a fleet of piratical Proas, which engaged him for fix hours, and

from whom he might have found fome difficulty to efcape, had he not

fortunately killed the Captain of one of them when in the ad: of making

preparations for boarding him. At Batavia he was informed, that his

pafTage to Bengal was, by the number of French privateers which in-

fefted the Bay, rendered very precarious ; he therefore determined to

load the Britannia at Batavia, and, after fome neceffary arrange-

ments with the Governor-General and Council, purchafed a cargo

confifting of beef, pork, fugar and rice.

At Batavia Mr. Raven learned, that the Shah Hormuzear failed

from thence for Bombay three months before he arrived there ; and

the report given by the late convict of the difafter which befel the

boat and people from that fhip, in the pafTage through the Straits be-

tween New South Wales and New Guinea, was confirmed at Batavia.

As, however, Mr. Bampton had not fmce been heard of, it feemed more

than probable that he had fallen a prize to fome of the privateers

which were to be met with in thofe feas.

On the 8th, the Speedy, a ftoremip commanded by Mr. Melville,

arrived with ftores and provifions from England ; and on the 14th,

the Halcyon, a fhip from Rhode Ifland, loaded on fpeculation with

provifions and fpirits, anchored in the Cove.

Mr. Page, the matter, had made his pafTage from Rhode Ifland in

one hundred and fifteen days, and without touching at any port. This

m m gentleman.
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gentleman, who had before fpeculated in that country, had in his re-

turn from thence flopped at the Ifland of Tinian, which place he now
reprefented as well calculated to furriifh a freight of cattle for the

colony. Of the conduct of feveral convicts whom he had taken home

with him he gave no favourable account, nor any hope that they were

reformed by having paid the penalty oT their former crimes.

Captain Page at firft thought he had come to a bad market with his

provifions at leaft ; for the day was at laft arrived when the colonifts

found themfelves enabled to fay that they were not in want of any

cafual fupplies; but by the end of the month he declared himfeif fa-

tisfied with the voyage that he had made.

It may fafely be pronounced, that the colony had never before

worn fo favourable an appearance as at this period : the public ftores

filled with wholefome provifions ; five fhips on the feas with additional

fupplies; and wheat enough in the ground to promife the realizing

of many a golden dream ; a rapidly increasing flock ; a country gra-

dually opening, and improving every where upon the beholders as it

opened ; with a fpirit univerfally prevalent of cultivating it.

The fhips which had lately arrived from England were fraught

with the difmal and ill-founded accounts, which, through fome evil

defign, continued to be infidioufly propagated, of the wretched un-

profitable foil of New South Wales. It was hoped, however, that

when the prefent appearance and flate of the colony fhould reach

England, every attempt to miflead the public would ceafe, and fuch

encouragement be held out as would induce individuals to fettle in

the country.

In the Halcyon had arrived an American gentleman (Mr. W.

Megee) in character of fupercargo. This perfon, on feeing the Toon-

gabbe hills covered with a mofl promifing crop of wheat, declared that

he had never feen better in America, even at Rhode Ifland, the garden

of that part of the world ;
and, on being fhewn fome Indian corn

of the laft year's growth, gave it as his opinion, that they wanted

nothing but large herds of grazing cattle, to be a thriving, profperous,

and
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and great colony, poffeffing within itfelf all the effential articles of
life.

Every poiTible care continued to be taken of the grazing cattle
;
by

an account of which, taken at the clofe of June, the following appeared
to have been their numbers, including public and private property i

Mares 1

1

Stallions 9
Male affes 4
Female ditto 2

Bulls -

Cows 25
Ewes - 316
Rams and wethers 2 1 0 -j

Female goats 352
Male ditto 170

and of hogs there were fuppofed to be feveral hundred.

.

In addition to feveral moft daring burglaries, a highway robbery

had been, committed in the courfe of the month. This was a fpecies

of depravity hitherto'unknown in that country ; and might, perhaps,

be deemed one ftep toward refinement, as being at lead a more manly

mode of taking property, than that which the pilfering dark-loving

knaves • adopted. The prefent, like the meaner a£ts of villany,

had its fource in the fame vice, namely gaming, which was ftili pur-

fued with the utmoft avidity and the moft dexterous management

;

infomuch that they almoft conftantly defeated the peace-officers.

Among the few who had died in June was a convict of the name
of Gillies. His death took place on the morning of the Speedy's

arrival from England ; by- which ftiip a letter was received addreffed

to him, admoniftiing him of the uncertainty of life, recommending him
early to begin to think of the end of it, and acquainting him with the

death of his wife, a child, and two other near relations. He had

ceafed to breathe a few moments before this diftrefsful intelligence

would otherwife have reached him.

m m z On t
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On the 5th of July another American fhip from Rhode Ifland was

announced, having on board a cargo of faked provifions and fpirits,

on fpeculation. The mafter of this vefiel was uncle to the mailer of

the Halcyon ;
and, being at enmity with him, the former had deter-

mined after his departure to precede him in his arrival at Port Jack-

fon ; which the Hope being to touch at the Falkland Iflands enabled

him to do with all the fuccefs that he could have wifhed, the market

being too well fupplied to admit of any purchafers of his venture,

except for his fpirits ; and this article was fold at half the price which

had been given to his relation.

On the 8th the Indifpenfable and Halcyon failed on their refpedtive

voyages, the former for Bengal, and the latter for Canton., By the

latter fome difpatches were fent, to be forwarded by the way of China

to his Majefty's Secretary of State for the home department. On the

day following the departure of thofe mips, the Fancy fnow arrived

from Bombay, having on board a fmall quantity of rice and dholl,

intended as a part of the contracT: entered into by Captain Bampton,

who, they now learned, had arrived fafely at Bombay, after a long

paflage of feven months. Mr. Dell, the mafter of this veffel, had

been Mr. Bampton's chief mate in the Shah Hormuzear, and from

him the following information was obtained.

The mips Shah Hormuzear and Chefterfield failed, as before re-

lated, from Norfolk Ifland on the 27th of May 1793. On the 2d of

the following month they fell in with an ifland which obtained the

name of Tate's Ifland, and at which they had the misfortune to ftave

a boat. The circumftances of the murder of Captain Hill, Mr. Carter,

Shaw, and the boat's crew, were related by Mr. Dell. It appeared

from his account, that they had landed to fearch for frefh water,

and purpofed remaining one night on the ifland to barter with the na-

tives, to procure emu feathers from them. The day after they were

put on more the weather changed, coming on to blow hard the

{hip was driven to leeward of the bay in which they landed ; and it

was not until the third day that it was poflible to fend a boat after

13 them.
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them. Mr. Dell was himfelf employed on this occafion, and re-

turned with the melancholy account of his being unable to difcover

their loft companions. An armed force was fent on fhore, but fuc-

ceeded only in burning the huts and inclofures of the natives. At a

fire they found fome inconteftable proofs that their friends could not

be living ; of three human hands which they took up, one, by fome

particular marks, was pofitively thought by Mr. Dell to have belonged

to Mr. Carter ; their great coats were found with the buttons cut off

;

a tinder-box, a lantern, a tomahawk, and other articles from the boat,

were alfo difcovered ; but though they rowed entirely round the ifland,

looking into every cove or creek, the boat could not be feen. Mr,

Dell was, if poffible, to procure two prifoners ; but he could not fuc-

ceed. In the intercourfe, which he had with them, however, they

gave him to underftand, by figns, that they killed all who were in the

boat, except two ; at leaf!:, fo Mr. Dell thought ; but if it was fo,

nothing could be hoped from the exception, nor could any other

conclufion be formed, than that they were referved perhaps for more

deliberate torture, and an equally horrid end.

This ifland was defcribed as abounding with the red fweet potatoe,

fugar-cane, plantains, bamboo, cocoa-trees, and mangroves. The
natives appeared ftout, and were in height from five feet eight to fix

feet two inches ; their colour dark, and their language harfh and dif-

agreeable. The weapons which were feen were fpears, lances made of

a hard black wood, and clubs about four feet in length. They lived

in huts refembling hay-cocks, with a pole driven through the middle,

formed of long grafs and the leaves of the cocoa-tree. Thefe huts

might contain fix or eight perfons each, and were inclofed with a

fence of bamboo. In a corner of fome of the huts which they entered,

they perceived a wooden image, intended to referable a man ; in others,

the figure of a bird, very rudely carved, daubed with red, and curi-

oufly decorated with the feathers of the emus; over thefe images were

fufpend'ed from the roof feveral firings of human hands, each firing

having five or fix hands on it. In fome they found fmall piles of

human
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human fkulls ; and in one, in which there was a much larger, pile of

fkulls than in any other that they had vifited, they obferved fome gum
burning before a wooden image*

This ifland was fuppofed to be about eight miles in length, five in

breadth, and fifteen in circumference ; a coral reef feemed to guard it

from all approach, except on the north-weft part, which formed a

bay, where the fhip anchored in thirteen fathoms water. Frefh water

was feen only in one place.

Mr. Bampton did not arrive at Timor until the i ith of September,

having been detained in the Straits by a moft difficult and dangerous

navigation. By this paffage he had an opportunity of difcovering that

the Straits, which were named after Torres, and fuppofed to have been

paffed firft by him in the year 1606, and afterwards by Green in 1722,

could never have exifted ; for Mr. Bampton now obferved, that New
Guinea extended ninety miles to the fouthward of this fuppofed

track.

The villains who had broken into Mr. Kent's houfe, had the auda-

city to fend that gentleman a letter in miferable verfe, claiming to

themfelves the honour of having been the robbers of the Parfon's

ftore-room. The letter was accompanied by a pocket-book belonging

to Mr. Kent, with fome of his papers ; but none of the bills which

were in it when it was ftolen were returned. The infolence of this

proceeding, and the frequency of thofe nocturnal vifits, furprifed and

put all perfons upon their guard ; but that the enemy was within their

own doors there was no doubt. An honeft fervant in that country

•was an invaluable treafure
;
they were compelled to take them, as

chance mould direct, from among the common herd; and if any one

was found who had fome remains of principle in him, he was fure to

be foon corrupted by the vice which every where furrounded him.

The ftate of the Colony called loudly for reform or punifhment. The

criminal Court was fummoned, and two notorious offenders were

condemned and executed 5 another was feverely punifhed ; but on

being
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being taken down from the halberts declared, with exultation, that

all they could do mould not make him better.

The Britannia was hired by the Officers of the Civil and Military

Departments, to procure them cattle and other articles at the Cape of

Good Hope.

During the month a building, confifting of four cells for prifoners,

which had been greatly wanted, was added to the guard-houfe.

A paffage over the inland mountains, which form the weftern boun-

dary of the county of Cumberland, being deemed practicable, a feaman

(formerly quarter-mafter in the Sirius) fet off in Auguft, with a com-

panion or two, determined to try it. After feven days abfence they

returned, with an account of their having penetrated twenty miles

further inland than any other European. Hacking, the feaman, re-

ported, that on reaching the mountains, his further route lay over

eighteen or nineteen ridges of high rocks ; and that when he halted,

determined to return, he ftill had in view before him the fame wild

and inacceffible kind of country. The fummits of thefe rocks were of

iron-ftone, large fragments of which had covered the intermediate

valleys, in which water of a reddifh tinge was obferved to Magnate in

many fpots. The foil midway up the afcent appeared good, and af-

forded ihelter and food for feveral red kangooroos. The ground every

where bore figns of being frequently vifited by high winds ; for on

the fides expofed to the fouth and fouth-eaft it was ftrewed with the

trunks of large trees. They faw but one native in this defolate region,

and he fled from their approach, preferring the folitary enjoyment of

his rocks and woods, with liberty, to any intercourfe with them.

Thefe hills appearing to extend very far to the northward and fouth-

ward, an impaffable barrier feemed fixed to the weftward, and little

hope was left of extending cultivation beyond the limits of the county

of Cumberland.

By the return of the Francis fchooner from Norfolk Ifland, it ap-

peared that the harveft had been prodigioufly productive ; in fo much

that Lieutenant-Governor King had purchafed from the fetders up-

wart-4
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wards of eleven thoufand bufhels of maize ; and bills for the amount

were drawn by him in favour of the refpecYive fettlers
;
but, requiring

the fan&ion of the Lieutenant-Governor ofSydney, they were now.fent

thither. Mr. King had been partly induced to make this provisional

kind of purchafe, under an idea that the corn would be acceptable at

Port Jackfon, and alfo in compliance with the conditions on which

the fettlers had received their refpeclive allotments under the regula-

tions of Governor Phillip ; that is to fay, that their overplus grain and

flock mould be purchafed from them at a fair market price. Being,

however, well flocked with that article, the Lieutenant-Governor did

not think himfelf juftifiable in putting the crown to fo great an ex-

pence, and declined accepting the bills. Mr. King could, had it been

wanted, have furnifhed twenty thoufand bufhels of maize, much of

which muft now inevitably perifh, unlefs the fettlers would, agree-

ably to a notification which the Governor intended to fend them, re-

ceive their corn again from the public (lores, which did not appear

very likely, as feveral of them had already given up their farms on

the Lieutenant-Governor of Norfolk Ifland refufing to purchafe their

fecond crops ; and it was reported, that, moil of the marine fettlers in-

tended to follow their example.

This circumflance naturally gave rife to an inquiry, what would be

the confequence if ever Government fhould, from farming on their

own account, raife a quantity of wheat and maize fufEcient for the

confumption of thofe in the different fettlements who were victualled

by the Crown ? If fuch a fyflem mould be adopted, the fettler would

be deprived of a market for his overplus grain, would find himfelf cut

off from the means of purchafing any of thofe comforts which his fa-

mily muft inevitably require, and would certainly quit a country that

merely held out to him a daily fubfiflence ; as he would look, if he

was ordinarily wife, for fomething beyond that. It might be faijd*

that the fettler would raife flock for the public ; but Government

1 would do the fame, and fo prevent him from every chance of pro-

viding for a family beyond the prefent day.

As-
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As it was defirable, that thofe fettlers who had become fuch from

convi&s mould remain in that country , the only inducement which they

could have would be that of raifmg to themfelves a comfortable inde-

pendence for the winter of their own lives, and the fummef of their

own progeny. Government muft therefore encourage the fettler,

let him be the farmer, and be itfelf the purchafer. The Government

could always fix its own price ; and the fettler would be fatisfied if it

was fuch as enabled him to procure requifite comforts, and to lay by a

portion of his emoluments for that day when he could no longer till

the field w'vh the labour of his own hands. With fuch encourage-

ment and profpecl:, New South Wales would hold out a moft promif-

ing field for the induftrious ; and might even do more : it might prove

a valuable refource and acceptable afylum for many broken and re-

duced families, who, for want of it, become through misfortunes

chargeable to their refpeclive parifhes.

The weather throughout the whole of Auguft had been very un-

pleafant and turbulent. Much rain had fallen, and the wind blew

ftrong at fouth. On the 25th, the hot land-wind vifited them for the

firft time that feafon, blowing until evening with much violence, when

it was fucceeded (as ufually happened after fo hot a day) by the wind

at fouth.

On the firft of September the Britannia failed for the Cape of Good
Hope, on a fecond fpeculation for fome of the gentlemen belonging

to the fettlement. The Speedy alfo failed on her fifhing voyage, the

matter intending not to confume any longer time in an unfuccefsfui

trial of that coaft.

The Lieutenant-Governor early in this month thought it neceffary

to ifTue a public order, calculated to imprefs convi&ion on the minds

of thofe fettlers and others at Norfolk Ifland, who might think them-

felves aggrieved by his late determination of not ordering payment to

*be made for the corn purchafed ofthem by Lieutenant-Governor King.

It contained an affurance, that although he mould on all occaflons be

-ready to adopt any plan which the Lieutenant-Governor might devife

n k for
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for the accommodation or advantage of the inhabitants of Norfolk

Ifland, yet in the late bufinefs he had made objections, becaufe he did

notconfider himfelf authorifed to ratify the agreement.

He propofed to thofe who held the bills, to take back their corn ; or

if they preferred leaving it in the public ftores until fuch time as an
anfwer could be received, from the Secretary of State, he promifed

them that they might depend on the earlieft communication of what-

ever might be his decifion ; and if fuch decifion mould be to refufe

the payment of the bills, he affured them that grain fhould be returned

equal in quantity and quality to what had been received from them.*

How far the fettlers (who in return for the produce of their grounds

looked for fomething more immediately beneficial to them and their

families, than the waiting eighteen months or two years for a refufal,

inftead of the payment of thefe bills) would befatisfied with this order,

was very queftionable. It has been feen already, that they were dif-

fatisfied at the produce of their fecond crop not being purchafed
;

what then muft be their ideas on finding even the firft received in-

deed, but not accounted for; purchafed, but not paid for? It was

fair to conclude, that on thus finding themfelves without a market for

their overplus grain, they would certainly give up the cultivation of

their farms and quit the ifland. Should this happen, Lieutenant-

Governor King would have to lament the neceffity of a meafure hav-

ing been adopted, which in effecT: promifed to depopulate his go-

vernment.

On the ioth the Refolution and Salamander ftorefhip arrived. Im-

mediately on their anchoring the governor was given to underftand, that,

from meeting with uncommonly bad weather between the Cape of

Good Hope and Van Dieman's Land, the matters apprehended that

their cargoes had fuflamed much damage. Thefe gentlemen entered

a proteft, in which they flated that their fhips were much ftrained
;

* Governor Hunter, on his arrival, ordered the bills to be paid j which was afterwards con-

firmed by the Secretary of State.

the
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the main piece of the Refolution's rudder fprung, and the fails ar4
rigging of both worn out. During a tremendous gale of wind, accord-
ing to the fuperftitious feamen, and which they took care to infert in

their proteft, blue lights were feen dancing on each marl-head and
yard in the Salamander.

By thefe mips they learned his Majefty's appointment of John
Hunter, Efq. to be Governor, in the room of Captain Phillip, who
had refigned his office. Mr. Phillip's fervices, they underftood, had

been remunerated by a penfion of five hundred a year.

On the 1 7th of the month there was a violent gale of wind at fouth-

weft ; and at Parramatta, during the gale, a public granary, in which

were upwards of two thoufand four hundred bufhels of melled maize,

caught fire, through the careleffhefs of fome fervants who were boiling

food for ftock clofe to the building ; and all the corn, together with a

number of fine hogs, the property of an individual, were deftroyed.

Some fevere contefts among the natives took place during the month

of Auguft in and about the town of Sydney. In fact, the inhabitants

flill knew very little of the manners and cuftoms of thefe people, not-

withstanding the advantage which they poITeiTed in the conftant refi-

dence of many of them, and the defire that they Ihewed of cultiva-

ting their friendmip* At the Hawkefbury they were not fo friendly

a fettler there and his fervant were nearly murdered in their hut by

fome natives from the woods, who ftole upon them with fuch fecrecy,

as to wound and overpower them before they could procure affiftance.

A few days after this circumftance, a body of natives attacked the fet-

tlers, and carried oft their clothes, provifions, and whatever elfe they

could lay their hands on. The fufferers collected what arms they

could, and, following them, feven or eight of the plunderers were

killed upon the fpot. This mode of treating them had become abfo-

lutely necelTary, from the frequency and evil efTe&s of their vifits ; but

whatever the fettlers at the river fuffered was entirely brought on

them by their own mifcondutt : there was not a doubt but that many

natives had been wantonly fired upon ; and when their children, after

n n 2 the
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the flight of the parents, have fallen into the fettlers' hands, the^have

been detained at their huts, notwithdanding the earned intreaties of

their parents to have them redored.

On the 26th, the Daedalus failing with ftores and provifions for

Norfolk Ifland, two female natives, wifhing to withdraw from the

cruelty which they, with others of their fex, experienced from their

countrymen, were allowed to embark in her, and were configned to

the care of the Lieutenant-Governor. One of them was fifter to Ben-

nillong ; the other was connected with the young man his compa*

nion. Perhaps they wifhed to wait in peace and retirement the arrival

of thofe who were bound to protect them.

The month of October opened with the execution of a convict for

houfe-breaking. He appeared fullen and hardened till brought to the

tree, when he feemed greatly terrified, though he dill perfevered in

refufmg to confefs his crime. On the day following this execution^

information was received from Parramatta of a fettler being dabbed to

the heart by a convict named Hill, a butcher by trade. The prifoner,

on his trial, attempted to fet up an alibi for his defence ; but the fact of

killing being incontedably fixed upon him, as well as a great degree of

malice which he had borne the deceafed, he was condemned, and on

the 1 6th differed death \ after which his body was diffected, accord-

ing to his fentence*

On the 17th the Mercury, an American brig, anchored in the cove

from Falkland's Ifland. The mader had nothing on board for fale,

but brought the welcome tidings of his having feen the officers of the

Spanifh fliip Defcuvierta at that place. Being in want of bifcuit, he

made application to the commodore Malafpina for a fupply, proffer*

ing to fettle the payment in any manner that he mould choofe to

adopt ; but the commodore, after fending him a greater quantity than

he had required, aflured him that he was diffidently fatisfied in having

affifted a fhip, whofe people, whether Englifh or American, fpoke the

language of thofe gentlemen from whom himfelf and the officers of

the mips under his command had received, while in New South

Wales*
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Wales, fuch attention and hofpitality. Mr. Barnet underftood that

the Atrevida was in the neighbourhood, and that no lofs or accident

had happened in either mip fince they left Port Jackfon.

Some accounts were received from the Hawkefbury, which corro-
borated the opinion that the fettlers there merited the attacks which
were from time to time made upon them by the natives ; it being
now faid, that fome of them had feized a native boy, and, after tying

him hand and foot, had dragged him feveral times through a flre
t

until his back was dreadfully burnt, and in that ftate had thrown him
into the river, where they mot at and killed him. Such a report could

not be heard without being followed by the clofeft examination

;

when it appeared, that a boy had actually been mot when in the

water, from a conviction, as they faid, of his having been detached as

a fpy upon them from a large body of natives ; and that he was re-

turning to them with an account of their weaknefs ; there being only

one mufket to be found among feveral farms. No perfon appearing

to contradict: this account, it was admitted as a truth
; though many

flill confidered it as a tale invented to cover the true circumftancej

that a boy had been cruelly and wantonly murdered by them.

The prefence of fome perfon with authority was become absolutely

heceffary among thofe fettlers, whb, finding themfelves freed from

bondage, inftantly conceived that they were above all re{frictions*

The arrival of the Surprife tranfport took place on the 25th. She

had on board fixty female and twenty-three male convicts, fome ftores

and provifions, with three fettlers for the colony. Among the pri-

foners were, Meffrs. Muir, Palmer, Skirving, and Margarot, four gen-

tlemen lately convicted in Scotland of the crime of fedition (confidered

as a public offence), and tranfported for the fame.

A guard, confiding of an enfign and twenty-one privates of the

New South Wales corps, was on board the tranfport : fix of thefe

people were deferters from other regiments, and brought from the

Savoy; one of them, it was underftood, had been tried for mutiny, of

an aggravated kind, at Quebec.
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This mode of recruiting the regiment muft have proved as difguft-

ing to the officers as it was detrimental to the interefts of the fettle-

ment. If the corps was raifed for the purpofe of protecting the civil

eftablifhment, and of bringing a counterpoife to the vice and crimes

which might naturally be expe&ed to exift among the convicts, it

ought to have been carefully formed from the belt characters ; inftead

of which they now found a mutineer (a wretch who could deliberate

with others, and confent himfelf to be the chofen instrument of the de-

traction of his fovereign's fon,) fent among them, to remain for life,

perhaps, as a check upon fedition, now added to the catalogue of their

other imported vices.

The ftoreiriips being cleared of their cargoes, a furvey was made
upon fuch part of them as was damaged, which was found to be very

confiderable. A ferving of flops was immediately iflued to the male

and female convicts.

After an abfence of eight weeks, the Dsedalus returned from Nor-

folk Ifland ; and on board her, ten of the marine fettlers, who had

given up their grounds in confequence of the difappointment which

they experienced with refpect to the corn bills, and had entered into

the New South Wales corps. By her it was underftood, that Philip

Ifland had been found to anfwer extremely well for the purpofe of

breeding flock : fome hogs, which were allowed to be placed there in

Auguft 1793, the property of an individual, had increafed fo prodi-

gioufly, as to render the raifing of hogs there on account of Govern-
ment an object with the Lieutenant-Governor. The Dsedalus imme-
diately began preparations for her departure for England ; and Lieu-

tenant-Governor Grofe fignified his intention of quitting the fettle-

ment by that opportunity. This officer having fet apart for each of

the gentlemen who came from Scotland in the Surprife a bricked hut,

in a row on the eaft fide of the coves, they took pofleffion of their new
habitations ; and foon declared, that they found fufficient reafon for

thinking their fituations " on the bleak and defolate fhores of New
4 Holland^*
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Holland," not quite fo terrible as in England they had be^n taught
to exped.

Every preparation for accommodating the Lieutenant-Governor
and his family being completed on board the Dasdalus, he embarked
in the evening of the 15th. With him went the principal furgeon of
the colony

; alfo Mr. Bain> the chaplain of the New South Wales
corps, and a furgeon's mate.

In the morning of the 24th of December the fignal was made at

the fouth-head for a veffel, which came in about three o'clock, and
proved to be the Experiment, a fnow, from Bengal, laden with fpirits,

fugar, piece-goods, and a few calks of provifions ; the fpeculation be-
ing fuggefted by the agent for the Sugar Cane and Boddington. The
Experiment had had a paflage of three months from Calcutta. From
Mr. E. M'Lellan, the matter, the inhabitants of Port Jackfon learned

that a large fhip, named the Neptune, had been freighted with cat-

tle, &c. in purfuance of the contract entered into with Mr. Bampton,
and had failed from Bombay in July; but was unfortunately loft in

the river by failing againft the monfoon : when Mr, Bampton might
be expected, therefore, was very uncertain.

The direction of the colony, during the abfence of the Governor
and Lieutenant-Governor, devolving upon the officer higheft in rank

then on fervice in the colony, Captain William Paterfon, of the New
South Wales corps, on Chriftmas-day took the oaths prefcribed by his

Majefty's letters patent. This officer, expecting every day the arrival

of Governor Hunter, made no alteration in the mode of carrying on

the different duties of the fettlement now entrufted to his care and

guidance.

At the latter end of the month a general mufter was ordered of all

the male convids, together with the perfons who had ferved their

feveral terms of tranfportation, as well thofe refiding at Sydney and

Parramatta, as thofe on the banks of the river Hawkefbury. The

following ration was alfo ordered, the maize being nearly expended :

TO
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TO CIVIL, MILITARY, AND
FREE SETTLERS. TO MALE CONVICTS.

Eight pounds of flour, Four pounds of flour,

Seven pounds of beef, Seven pounds of beef,

(Or feven pounds of pork,) (Or feven pounds of porkt)

Five pints of peafe, Three pints of peafe,

Six ounces fugar. Six ounces fugar,

Three pints of rice.

A jail gang was alfo ordered to be eftablifhed at Toongabbe, for the

employment and punifhment of all bad and fufpicious chara&ers.

Wheat was directed to be purchafed from the fettlers at ten {hillings

per bufhel, much of that grain being found to have been blighted.

The ground about Toongabbe was pronounced to be worn out, the

produce of the laft harveft not averaging more than fix or feven

bufhels an acre, though at firft it was computed at feventeen. The

northern farms had alfo failed through a blight.

The lofs by death in the year 1794 was, two fettlers ; four foldiers 1

one foldier's wife
;
thirty- two male convi6ts ; ten female convicts* and

ten children \ making a total of fifty-nine perfons*
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CHAP. XIV.

GANGS SENT TO TILL THE PUBLIC GROUNDS. THE FRANCIS SAILS.—REGU-
LATIONS FOR THE HAWKESBURY, TRANSACTIONS THERE.-—NATIVES.-—

WEATHER. DEATHS. PRODUCE AT THE RIVER. NATIVES. THE
FRANCIS RETURNS FROM PORT STEPHENS.—TRANSACTIONS THERE.

—

THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES FROM THE CAPE.—THE FANCY FROM NEW ZEA*

LAND.— INFORMATION. A NATIVE KILLED. WEATHER.—--CRIMINAL-

COURT. RATION REDUCED.—THE BRITANNIA HIRED TO PROCURE PRO-

VISIONS. NATIVES AT THE HAWKESBURY. THE ENDEAVOUR ARRIVES. •

CONVICTS. CASUALTIES.- RATION.—A CRIMINAL AND CIVIL COURT
HELD, CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DFATH OF DAVENEY SALT MADE.—
WILSON, KNIGHT, AND THE NATIVES.-—THE PROVIDENCE ARRIVES

FROM ENGLAND.— FOUR CONVICTS BROUGHT FROM PORT STEPHENS.

STORM.— THE FANCY ARRIVES FROM NORFOLK ISLAND, THE SUPPLY

AND RELIANCE ARRIVE.—GOVERNOR HUNTER'S COMMISSION READ.

—

TRANSACTIONS.—-ANOTHER ARRIVAL FROM ENGLAND.—COLONIAL RE-

GULATIONS. THE SOVEREIGN STORE-SFIIP ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND.—
CONVICT EXECUTED.— PRINTING-PRESS EMPLOYED.— RATION.—INFOR-

MATION FROM NORFOLK ISLAND. TFIE CATTLE LOST IN 1 788 DISCO-

VER E D.-— B ENN I LLONG'S CONDUCT AFTER HIS RETURN FROM ENGLAND.
•— NATIVES. METEOROLOGICAL PHENOMENON.—DEATHS IN I795.

JS^ T the commencement of January 1795, from the great numbers

of labouring convicts who were employed in fundry works in

the town of Sydney, and at the grounds about Peterfham ; of

others employed with officers and fettlers ; of thofe who, their terms

of tranfportation being expired, were allowed to provide for them-

felves ; and of others who had been permitted to leave the colony

public field-labour was entirely at a ftand. The prefent command-

ing officer, wiftnng to cultivate the ground belonging to Government,

collected as many labourers as could be got together, and fent a gang,

o o formed
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formed of bricklayers, brick-makers, timber-carriage men, &c. &c.

to Parramatta and Toongabbe, there to prepare the ground for wheat

for the enfuing feafon. At the mufter which had been lately taken,

fifty people were found without any employment, whofe fervices ftill

belonged to the public ; moft of thefe were laid hold of, and fent to

hard labour ; and it appeared at the fame time that fome were at large

in the woods, runaways and vagabonds.

On the day following, the colonial fchooner failed for the river,

having on board a mill, provifions, &c. for the fettlers there. A mi-

litary guard was alfo ordered, the commanding officer of which was

to introduce fome regulations among the fettlers, and to prevent, by

the effect of his prefence and authority, the cominiffion of thofe enor-

mities which difgraced that fettlement.

In the courfe of the month, as a convict entered the door of his hut,

he was bit in the foot by a black fnake ; the effect was, an immediate

fwelling of the foot, leg, and thigh, and a large tumour in the groin.

The Surgeon was fortunately able to reduce all thofe fwellings by fre-

quently bathing the parts with oil, and faved the man's life without

having recourfe to amputation. While the inhabitants had lived in a

wood, and might naturally have expected to have been troubled with

them, fnakes and other reptiles were by no means fo often feen, as

fince, by clearing and opening the country about them, the natives

had not had opportunities of fetting the woods fo frequently on fire.

But now they were often met in the different paths about the fettle-

ments, balking at mid-day in the funfhine, and particularly after a

fhower of rain.

Much was heard and feen of the natives in the month of Janu-

ary. At the Hawkefbury a man had been wounded by fome of the

wood tribe. Two female natives were murdered not far from the

town of Sydney during the night ; and another victim, alfo a female,

of Pe-mul-wy's party, having been fecured by the males of a tribe

inimical to him, was dragged into the woods, where they exercifed
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ever)' ad of cruelty and brutal luft upon her, which their fpirit of

revenge fuggefted.

The principal labour performed in January was, preparing the

ground for wheat. The Indian corn looked very well ; and the fettlers

on the banks of the Hawkefbury fuppofed that at lead thirty thou-

fand bufhels of that grain would be raifed among them. Several na-

tive boys, from eight to fourteen years of age, were at this time liv-

ing among the fettlers in the different diftri&s, and were found capa-

ble of being made extremely ufefui
; going cheerfully into the fields

to labour ; and the elder ones with eafe hoed in a few hours a greater

quantity of ground than that generally affigned to a convict for a day's

work. Some of thefe were allowed a ration of provifions from the

public (lore.

In confequence of the heavy rains, the river at the Hawkefbury rofe

many feet higher than it had ever been known to do
;
by which feve-

ral fettlers fuffered very much. At Toongabbe the wheat belonging to

Government was confiderably injured. At Parramatta the damage was

extenfive : the bridge over the creek, which had been well conftrucl:ed t

was entirely fwept away, and the boats with their moorings carried

down the river.

A convitl: had died in this month, having fwallowed arfenic. It

was remarkable in his untimely end, that he himfelf placed thepoifon,

with a view of deftroying rats with which the houfe that he lived in

was infefted, and was particular in cautioning others againft it. What

could induce him to take that himfelf, of which he knew the ill efFedr.

upon thofe whom he had warned, no perfon feemed to have the power

of determining.

Some officers who had made an excurlion to the Hawkefbury early

in February, with a view of feleding eligible fpots for farms, on their

return fpoke highly of the corn which they faw growing there, and

of the pi&ureique appearance of many of the fettlers' farms. Thofe

people told them, that in general their grounds which had been in

wheat had produced from thirty to thirty-fix bufhels an acre ;
that

0 0 2 they
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they found one bufhel (or on fome fpots five pecks) of feed fufficient

to fow an acre ; and that, if fown as early as the month of April or

May, they imagined the ground would produce a fecond crop, and

the feafon be not too far advanced to ripen it. Their kitchen gardens

were plentifully flocked with vegetables.

The mailer of the Francis fchooner complained that the navigation

of the river was likely to be hurt. The fettlers having fallen many
trees into the water, he was apprehenfive that they would drift alrxore

on fome of the points of the river, when, in procefs of time, fand, &c.

might lodge againfl them, and form dangerous obftruclions in the

way of craft which might be hereafter ufed on the river. No doubt

remained of the ill and impolitic conduct of fome of the fettlers tow-

ard the natives
;

as, in revenge for fome cruelties which the favages

had experienced, they threatened to put to death three of them by

name, and had, through miftake, actually attacked and badly wounded

others. Thefe particulars were obtained through the means of one

Wilfon, a wild idle young man, who, his term of tranfportation

being expired, preferred living among the natives in the vicinity of

the river, to earning the wages of honeft induftry by working for fet-

tiers. He had formed fomething of an intermediate language between

his own and theirs, with which he made a fhift to comprehend moft

of what they wiihed to communicate ; for they did not conceal the

fenfe they entertained of the injuries which had been done them.

As the gratifying of an idle wandering difpofition was the fole object

with Wilfon in herding with thefe people, no good confequence was

likely to enfue from it ; and it was by no means improbable, that at

fome future time, if difgufted with the white people, he might join

the blacks, and affifl them in committing depredations, or make ufe

of their afTiftance to punifh or revenge his own injuries. Mr. Grimes^

therefore, propofed taking him with him in the fchooaer to Port

Stephens,

There
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There were at this time feveral convi&s in the woods fubfifting by
theft ; and it having been reported, that three of them had been met

armed, it became neceffary to fecure them as foon as poffible. People

were fent out immediately ; and one of the wretched runaways was

foon met with in the a£t of robbing a garden, and, refilling to fur-

render, was (hot. The knowledge of his fate drove the others to a

greater diftanee from the fettlement.

About the latter end of the month the natives adjufted fome affairs

of honour in a convenient fpot near the brick-fields. Thofe who lived

about the fouth more of Botany Bay brought with them a ftranger of

an extraordinary appearance and character ; even his name had fome-

thing uncommon in the found, Gome-boak. He had been feveral

days on his journey from the place where he lived, which was far

fouthward. In height he was not more than five feet two or three

inches ; but by far the moft mufcular, fquare, and well-formed native

that had been feen in that country. He fought well ; his fpears

were remarkably long, and he defended himfelf with a fhield that co-

vered his whole body. The inhabitants of Sydney had the fatisfac-

tion of feeing him engage with fome of their friends, and of obferv-

ing that neither their perfons nor reputations fuffered any thing in the

conteft. When the fight was over, on fome of the gentlemen prai-

fing to them the martial talents of this ftranger, the ftrength and muf-

cle of his arm, and the excellence of his fight, they admitted the

praife to be juft ; but hinted, that, with all thefe excellencies, when

oppofed to them, he had not gained the flighted advantage
;

yet, un~

willing to have him too highly thought of, they, with horror in their

countenances, affured thofe with whom they talked, that Gome-boak

was a cannibal.

On the ift of March the Francis returned from Port Stephens 5.

when the mailer reported, that he went into two frefh-water branches,

up which he rowed, until, at no very great diftance from the entrance,

he found them terminate in a fwamp. He deforibed the land on each

fide to be low and fandy, and had feen nothing while in that harbour

which
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which in his opinion could render a fecond vifit neceffary. The na-

tives were fo very unfriendly, that he made few obfervations on them,

other than that they were fomewhat taller and a ftouter race of people

than thofe about Sydney : their language was entirely different. Their

huts and canoes were fomething larger, and their weapons were the

fame. They welcomed him on fhore with a dance, joined hand in

hand round a tree, to exprefs, perhaps, their unanimity ; but one of

them afterwards, drawing Mr. Grimes into the wood, poifed a fpear,

and was on the point of throwing it, when he was prevented by young

Wilfon ;
who, having followed Mr. Grimes with a double-barrelled

gun, levelled at the native, and fired it. He was fuppofed to be

wounded, for he fell ;
but, rifing again, he made a fecond attempt to

throw the fpear, and was again prevented by Wilfon : the effect of

this fecond fhot was fuppofed to be conclufive, as he was not feen to

rife any more. Mr. Grimes got back to his boat without further

interruption.

The fpirit of inquiry being on foot, an officer of the corps made an

excurfion to the fouthward of Botany Bay, and brought back with

him fome of the head bones of a marine animal, which, on infpe&ion,

Captain Paterfon, the only naturalift in the country, pronounced to

have belonged to that defcribed by M. de Buffon, and named by him

the Manatee.

On this excurfion, the officer received fome information which led

him to believe that the cattle which had been loft foon after the fettle-

ment was formed, were ftili in exiftence. The natives who converfed

with him were fo particular in their account of having feen a large

animal with horns, that he fhortly after, taking fome of them with

him as guides, fet off to leek them ; but returned without fuccefs, not

having met with any trace that could lead to fuppofe that they might

ever be found.

On the 4th of March the Britannia returned from the Cape of

Good Hope, having been gone fix months. Mr. Raven brought

alive



1795*] OP NEW SOUTH WALES. 2 8;

alive to his employers, one ftallion, twenty-nine mares, three fillies,

and twelve fheep.

Towards the end of March fome of the Englifh witnefFed an extra-

ordinary tranfa&ion which took place among the natives at the brick-

fields. A young man, of the name of Bing-yi-wan-ne, well known
in the fettlement, being detected in an amour with Maw-ber-ry, the

companion of another native Ye-ra-ni-be Go-ru-ey, the latter fell upon

him with a club, and, being a powerful man, and of fuperior ftrength,

abfolutely beat him to death, Bing-yi-wan-ne had fome friends, who
on the following day called Ye-ra-ni-be to an account for the murder :

when, the affair being conducted with more regard to honour than

juftice, he came off with only a fpear-wound in his thigh.

The Toongabbe hills being reported to be worn out, it was deter-

mined to let them remain fallow for that feafon ; and a fpot called the

Ninety Acres, and the hills between Parramatta and Toongabbe, which

had before been prepared, were now fown. It being April, the

farmers were every where putting their wheat into the ground, except

at the river, where they had fcarcely made any preparations, confum-

ing their time and fubftance in drinking and rioting; and trufling to

the extreme fertility of the foil, which they declared would produce

an ample crop at any time without much labour. So filly and thought-

lefs were thefe people, who were thus unworthily placed on the banks

of a river which, from its fertility, and the effects of its inundations,

might not improperly be termed the Nile of New South Wales.

From the reduced ftate of the falted provifions, it became neceffary

(fuch had been but too often the preamble to an order) to diminish the

ration of that article ; and half the beef and half the pork was ftopped

at once. In fome meafure to render this great reduction lighter, three

pints of peafe were added. This circumftance induced the command-

ing officer, on the day when the alteration took place, to hire the Bri-

tannia to proceed to India for a cargo of falted provifions. Supplies

might arrive before {he could return ; but the war in which England

was engaged increafed the chances againft them. In the mean time, to

fave
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fave the fait meat as much as poffible, fuch frefh pork as was brought

in good condition to the ftore was purchafed and ferved in the propor-

tion of two pounds of frefh in lieu of one of fait.

On the 21ft of April the olonial fchooner returned from the

Hawkefbury, bringing upwards of eleven hundred bufhels of remark-

ably fine Indian corn from the ftore there* The mafter again re-

ported his apprehenfions that the navigation of the river would be

oburu&ed by the fettlers, who continued the practice of falling the

trees and rolling them into the ftream. He found five feet lefs water

at the ffore-wharf than when he had been there in February, owing
to the dry weather which for fome time paft had prevailed. -

At that fettleinent an open war feemed about that time to have

commenced between the natives and the fettlers ; and word was re-

ceived over-land, that two of the latter had been killed by a party of

the rormer. The natives appeared in large bodies, men, women,and chil-

dren, provided with blankets and nets to carry offthe corn, (of which they

appeared as fond as thofe natives who lived at Sydney,) and feemed

determined to take it whenever and wherever they could meet with

opportunities. In their attacks they condu&ed themfelves with much
art ; but where that failed, they had recourfe to violence ; and on the

leaft appearance of refinance made ufe of their fpears or clubs. To
check at once, if poffible, thefe dangerous depredators, Captain Pater-

fon dire&ed a party of the corps to be fent from Parramatta, with in-

ftru&ions to deftroy as many as they could meet with of the wood
tribe (Be-dia-gal)

;
and., in the hope of ibiking terror, to erecT: gibbets

in different places, whereon the bodies of all they might kill were to be

hung. It was reported that feveral of thefe people were killed in con-

fequence of this order; but none of their bodies were found (perhaps

if any were killed they were carried off by their companions) : fome
prifoners, however, were taken and fent to Sydney ; one man (appa-

rently a cripple), five women, and fome children. One of the wo-
men, with a child at

v
her breaft, had been mot through the moulder,

and the fame mot had wounded the babe : every care was taken of

them
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them that humanity fuggefted. The cripple in a inort time found

means to efcape, and by fwimming reached the north more in fafety,

whence no doubt he got back to his friends. Captain Paterfon hoped

that by detaining the prifoners, and treating them well, fome good

effect might refuit ; but rinding, after fome time, that coercion, not

attention, was more likely to anfwer his ends, he fent the woman
back. While fhe had been at the fettlement the wounded child died

;

and one of the women was delivered of a boy, which died imme-

diately. On the foldiers withdrawing, the natives attacked a farm

nearly oppofite Richmond Hill, and put a fettler and his fon to death:

the wife, after receiving feveral wounds, crawled down the bank, and

concealed herfelf among fome reeds half immerfed in the river, where

fhe remained a confiderable time without afTiftance : being at length

found, this poor, creature, after having feen her hufband and her

child flaughtered before her eyes, was taken into the hofpital at Parra-

matta, where fhe recovered, though flowly, of her wounds. In con-

fequence of this horrid circumftance, another party of the corps was

fent out ; and while they were there the natives kept at a diftance*

This duty now became permanent ; and the foldiers were diftributed

among the fettlers for their protection: a protection, however, that

many of them ciid not merit.

Pe-mul-wy, or fome of his party, were not idle about Sydney; they

even ventured to appear within half a mile of the. Brickfield huts
5
and

wounded a convict who wTas going to a neighbouring farm. As one

of the moll frequented walks from the town lay in that direction, this

circumftance was at firft very unpleafant ; but the natives were not

feen there any more.

On the i ith; the pleafant intelligence of Mr. Bampton's arrival from

Bombay was difperfed through the fettlement* He commanded the

Endeavour, a Chip of eight hundred tons, and had on board one hun-

dred and thirty-two bead of cattle, a quantity of rice, and the other

articles of the contract engaged in by Lieutenant-Governor Groie,

except the fait provifions. She had been eleven weeks from Bombay,

P p The



3<x> ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [Jvm+

The cattle were, in general, in very good condition; of the number
arrived, forty were for draught, fixty for breeding, and the remainder
calves ; but fome of thefe fo large, as to be valued and taken at fifteen

guineas per head,

The 4th of June, as had ever been- the cuftom in the fettlement,.

was fet apart as a holiday.

On the 1 8th the Britannia failed! for India; As the flare of the fet-

tlement at her departure required every exertion to be made in pro-

curing an immediate fupply of provifions, Mr. Raven was directed to

repair to Batavia, to procure, if poffible, a cargo of European falted:

meat. The neceffi'ty of his immediate return was fo urgent, that if he
found on his arrival that only half a. cargo could be hadj he was to

fill up the remainder of the ftowage with rice and fugar, and make
the beft of his- way back: ; but if falted provifions were not to be got at

Batavia, he was to proceed to Calcutta* Should circumftanees prove
fo adverfe to the colony, as to caufe his- failure at both thefe ports, Mr e

Raven was at liberty to return by the way of the Cape of Good Hope,
as provifions were at any rate to be procured if poffible..

The cattle lately arrived feemed to fufFer by their change of climate

one cow and feveral calves died, perhaps as much from mifmanage-

ment as by the weather
;

for, with very few exceptions, it was impof-

fible to felecT from among the prifoners, or thofe who had been fuch
3 .

any who would feel an honeft intereft in executing the fervice in

which they were employed* They would pilfer half the grain en-

trufted to their care for the cattle
;
they would lead them into the

woods for pafturage, and there leave them until obliged to conduct

them in
;
they would neither clean them nor themfelves.. Indolent,

and by long habit worthlefs, no dependence could be placed on them*

lii every ihftance they endeavoured to circumvent ; . and whenever

their exertions were called for, they firft looked about them to dif-

cover how thofe exertions might be turned to their own advantage.

Could it then be wondered at* if little had been done fince the efta-

blifhment of the colony ?, and muft it not rather excite admiration to

fee.
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fee how much had been performed ? Whatever was to be feen was

the effect of the mod unremitting, and perhaps degrading vigilance on

the part of thofe in whom the executive power had been from time to

time veiled ; and of the intereft that many individuals had felt, in

raifing that country from its original infignificance to fome degree of

confequence.

, On the firft of July, the falted provifions being all expended, except

a few cafks, thefe were referved for the non-commiffioned officers and

privates of the corps. On Saturday the nth of the month the con-

victs received the following ration

:

Indian corn - - - 12 pounds (unground)$

Rice - - - - - 5 ditto

;

Dholl - - - - - 3 pints

;

Sugar ----- 1 1 pound 5

being the firft time fince the eftablifhment of the colony, that they

had gone from the ftore without receiving either falted or frefli meat.

On the following Monday the military received

Salt pork ----- 2 pounds

;

Indian corn - - - -12 ditto unground

5

Peafe ------ 3 pints
;

Rice ------ 3 ditto

;

Sugar ------ 6 ounces.

This being the ftate of the ftores, it is not wonderful that fupplies

were mod ardently defired. It was truly unfortunate that Mr. Bamp-

ton had not been able to procure any falted provifions at Bombay,

but in lieu thereof had fupplied rice, which could well have been

fpared, as they now began to grow grain fufficient for their confump-

tion from crop to crop, and grain which was at all times preferred to

the imports from India. Dholl and rice were never well received by

the prifoners as an equivalent for flour, particularly when peafe

formed a part of the ration ; and it was to be lamented, that a necef-

fity ever exifted, of forcing upon them fuch train as they had from

time to time been obliged to digeft.

p p 2 The
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The effects of this ration foon appeared ; feveral attacks were made
on individuals, one wretch dole a very fine greyhound,, and, instead

of fecretly employing him in procuring occafionally a frelh meal, he

actually killed the poor animal and fold it to different people in the

town for kangooroo at nine-pence per pound
; probably applauding

himfelf for a. trick that be thought would, go down with the hungry •

but being detected in his villainous traffic, he was feverely punimed.
From the fcanrinefs of faked provisions, the article of fait was become

as fcarce. One of the fettlers lately arrived; caufed h to be reported,

that among other ufeful knowledge, he poffeffed that of making fait

from fea-water, and offered his fervices for that purpofe. His offers,

were accepted,, and an eligible fpot being chofen he began his ope-

rations, for which he had feven men allowed him ; whofe labour
>

however, only produced three or four bufliels of fait in more than as

many weeks.

On the 1 2th, of Auguft his Royal Highnefs trie Prince of Wales's

birth-day was celebrated by his diftant, but not the lefs ardent, ad-

mirers.

Wilfon, or as the natives termed him, Bun-bo-e, immediately

after his return from Port Stephens with the deputy-furveyor, went
off to the natives at the river. Another vagabond, who like himfelf

had been a convicT, thinking that there muft be fome fweets in the

life which Wilfon preferred, determined to mare them with him, and

wTent off to the woods. About the middle of the month they both re-

turned to Sydney, accompanied by fome of their favage companions.

On the day following it appeared that their vifit was for the purpofe

of forcing a wife from among their countrywomen ; for in the midft

of a considerable uproar, which was heard near the bridge, Wilfon

and Knight his friend were difcovered, each dragging a girl' by the

arm (whofe age could not have exceeded nine or ten years), affifled
1

by their new affbciates. The two white men being lecured, and the

children taken care of, the mob difperfed ; and Wilfon and Knight

were Uken to the cells and punimed. It was intended to have kept

them
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them in future at hard labour ; but they found means to efcape to thofe

companions whom they preferred.

Toward the conclufion of Auguft the natives were, during two
days, engaged in very fevere contefts, in which much blood was med,
and many wounds inflicted; but no one was killed, It appeared to

afford much diverfion j for they were conftantly attended by all de-

fcriptions of people, notwithstanding the rifk they ran of being wound-
ed by a random fpear.

On the :6th, the fettlement was gratified' by the arrival of his Ma-
jelly's fhip Providence, of twenty-eight guns, commanded by Captain

Broughton, from England ; from whence Ihe failed on the 25th of

February, in company with his Majefty's mips Reliance and Supply,

which flie left at Rio de Janeiro fome time in May. On board the

former of thefe veffels was Governor Hunter, who might be daily ex-

pected. The Providence met with very bad weather on her paflage

from the Brazil coaft, and was. driven pad the harbour of Port Jackfon

as far to the northward as Port Stephens, in which me anchored ; and

where, to the great furprife of Captain Broughton, he found and re-

ceived on board four white people, (if four miferable, naked, dirty,

and fmoak-dried men could be called white,) runaways from Parra-

matta in the month of September 1790, by name John Tarwood,.

George Lee, George Connoway, and John Watfon : thefe, the reader

will recollect, have before been mentioned as fuppofed victims to the

folly of their undertaking. Their fifth companion (Jofeph Sutton)

had died. They told a melancholy tale of their fufferings in the boat

;

and for many days after their arrival they paffed their time in de-

tailing to the crowds, both of black and white people which attended,

their adventures in Port Stephens, the firft harbour that they made.

Having lived like the favages among whom they dwelt, their change

of food foon difagreed with them, and they were all taken ill, appear-

ing to be principally affected with abdominal fwellings. They fpoke in

high terms of the pacific difpofition and gentle manners of the natives.

Each of thefe had had a name given him, and given with feveral cere-

monies,
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monies. Wives. alfo were allotted them, and one or two had children.

They were never required to go out on any occafion of hoftility, and

were in general fupplied by the natives with fiih or other food, being

confidered by them (for fo their fituation only eould be eonftrued) as

unfortunate Grangers thrown upon their more from the mouth of the

yawning deep, and therefore entitled to their protection. They told

a ridiculous ftory, that the-natives appeared to worfhip them, often affii-

ring them, when they began to underftand each other, that they were

undoubtedly the anceftors of fome of them who had fallen in battle,

and had returned from the fea to vifit them again ; and one native ap-

peared firmly to believe that his father was come back in the perfon of

either Lee or Connoway, and took them to the fpot where his body

had been burnt. On being told that immenfe numbers of people ex-

Ifted far beyond their little knowledge, they inftantly pronounced them

to be the fpirits of their countrymen, which, after death, had mi-

grated into other regions.

It appeared from the account of thefe four men, that the language

to the northward differed wholly from any that had been known at

Port Jackfon. Among the natives who refided there, there was none

who underftood all that they faid ; and of thofe who occasionally vifited

at Sydney, one only could converfe with them. He was a very fine

lad of the name of Wur-gun. His mother had been born and bred

beyond the mountains ; but one lucklefs day, paying a vifit with fome

of her tribe to the banks of the Dee-rub-bun (for fo the Hawkefbury

was named), fhe was forcibly prevented from returning
;
and, being

obliged to fubmit to the embraces of an amorous and powerful Be-dia-

gal, the fruit of her vifit was this boy. Speaking herfelf more dialects

than one, fhe taught her fon all that fhe knew ; and he, being of

quick parts, and a roving difpofition, caught all the different dialects

from Botany Bay to Port Stephens.

Public labour was fcarcely any where performed in Auguft, owing

to the extreme badnefs of the weather which prevailed. Accounts

were received from the Hawkefbury, that feveral farms on the creeks

were
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were under water 5 and the perfon who was the bearer of the intelli-

gence was nearly drowned in his way over a plain named the Race-

Ground. Paling could nowhere (land the force of the ftorm. Se-

veral chimnies and much plafter fell, and every houfe was wet. At

Parramatta much damage was done 5 and at Toongabbe (a circum-

fiance moft acutely felt) a very large barn and threfhing-floor were

deftroyed, andfeverai of the cattle lately arrived perifhed from the fe-

verity of the ftorm.

On the 3d of September, after an abfence of eleven weeks, the Fancy

returned from Norfolk Ifland. The mod favourable accounts were

received by her from that fettlement. Plenty reigned throughout.

Every barn was full. Four thoufand pounds of frefh pork having,

been cured, the Lieutenant-Governor had forty tons of fait provifions

to fpare ; which he offered for the ufe of Port Jackfon.

The 7th of the month was marked by the arrival of the Governor

in Chief over thefe fettlements. He came on board the Reliance,

and was accompanied by the Supply. Situated as the colony was in:

point of provifions, they learned with infinite concern, that a ftore-

fhip, from being too heavily loaded, had been compelled to return,

and had yet to run the chance of being taken by the enemy's crui-

zers ; and further, that by the two fhips now arrived they had only

gained a few barrels of meat falted at Rio de Janeiro ; a town-clock,

and the principal part of the large wind-mill.

His Excellency did not take upon him the exereife of his autho-

rity until the 1 ith ; on which day his Majefty's commiffion Was pub-

licly read ; after which his Excellency, . in a very pertinent fpeech, de-

clared the expectations that he had from every one's conduct-; touch-

ing with much delicacy on that of the perfons lately fent out . far a cer-

tain offence (fome of whom were prefent)
;

; and ftrongly urging the-

necefhty of a general unanimity in fupport of his Majefty's govern-

ment. He was afterwards fworn in by the judge-advocate. An ad-

drefs, figned by the civil and military officers, on the occafion of his

return
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return among them as Governor, was prefented to his Excellency a

few days after his public appearance in that important capacity.

That he might as fpeedily as poffible be acquainted with the (late of

the colony, he ordered a general mutter to be taken, in order that

correa accounts might be obtained of the number and diftribution of

every perfon (the military excepted) in the different diftrifls ; and he

propofed in perfon to infped the ftate of the feveral farms.

The Endeavour and Fancy failed for India on the 18th. It was
found, after their departure, that, notwithstanding fo many as fifty

perfons, whofe tranfportatipn had expired, had been permitted to leave

the colony in the Endeavour, nearly as many more had found means
tofecret themfelves on board her. This was the more vexatious, as

the lofs of even one man's labour had become an object of confequence

at this time.

The weather throughout the month had been very variable ; and

three women and two men had died.

On the 4th of October there came into harbour the Young WiK
Ham, that ftore-fhip whofe return to port when Governor Hunter

left England, had been fo very much regretted in the colony. She

had had a fhort paffage of only four months and nine days, having

on board provifions only. Her arrival enabled the Governor to iffue

a better, though not fo ample a ration of provifions as he w^ould mod
willingly have done.

The report of the general mufter which had been ordered, having

been laid before the Governor, he thought proper to make fome regu-

lations in the afhftance afforded by Government to fettlers and others

holding grants of land. To the officers who occupied grounds, was

continued the number of men allowed them by Lieutenant-Governor

Grofe; viz. ten for agriculture, and three for domeftic purpofes. Notwith-

ftanding this far exceeded the number which had at home been thought

neceffary, the Governor did not conceive the prefent to be the mo-

ment for reducing it, much as he wanted men. A wheat harveft was

9 approaching •
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approaching
;
ground was planting with Indian corn ; not a man was

unemployed ; but he faw and explained that a reduction mud take

place ; that Government could not be fuppofed much longer to feed,

maintain, and clothe the hands that wrought the ground, and at the

fame time pay for the produce of their labour, particularly when every

public work was likely to ftand ftill for want of labourers. He was

fenfible that the affiftance which had been given had not been thrown

away, and that the fmall number allowed by Government could never

have produced fuch rapid approaches toward that independence which

he thought, from what he had already feen of the cultivation of the

country, was at that time much nearer than (at his leaving it in 1 79 1

)

he could have conceived poffible. To the fettlers who came in the

Surprife he allowed five male convi&s ; to the fuperintendants, con-

ftables, and ftore-keepers, four j to fettlers from free people, two ; to

fettlers from prifoners, one ; and to ferjeants of the New South Wales

corps, one.

It appeared likewife by this mufrer, that one hundred and feventy-

nine people fubfifted themfelves independent of the public ftores, and

refided in the town of Sydney. To many of thefe, as well as to the

fervants of fettlers, were to be attributed the offences that were daily

heard of ; thefe people were indeed very great nuifances*

Jivery effort was made to collecl: together a fufficient number of

working people to get in the enfuing harveft ; and the mufter and

regulation refpecling the fervants fortunately produced fome. The

bricklayer and his gang were employed in repairing the column at

the fouth-head j to do which, for want of bricks at the kiln, the little

hut built for Ben-nil-long, being altogether forfaken by the natives, the

bricks of it were removed to the fouth-head. A perfon having under-

taken to collecl. (hells and burn them into lime, a quantity of that arti-

cle was fent down ; and the column, being finifhed with a thick coat

of platter, and whitened, w^as not only better guarded againft the wea-

ther, but became a more confpicuous objecl: at fea than it had ever

been,

•o o The
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The 5th of November was doubly commemorated by the inhabi-

tants of Port Jackfon as a day of thankfulnefs, the Sovereign ftore-

fhip arriving from England loaded with provifions. In this fhip came
feveral paffengers as fettlers, or to fill employments in the different fet-

tlements. There likewife came as a prifoner Mr. Jofeph Gerald,

whofe fituation afforded another melancholy proof of how little profit

and honour were the endowments of nature and education to him who
perverted them. In this gentleman was feen, that not even elegant

manners, evidently caught from good company, great abilities, and

4 happy mode of placing them in the beft point of view, the gifts of

nature matured by education, could (becaufe he mifapplied them) fave

him from landing an exile, to call him by no worfe a name, on a bar-

barous fhore, where the few who were civilized muft pity, while they
both admired and condemned him. He arrived in a very weak and
impaired Hate of health. By this fhip they learned that two others

with convids might be expeded in the courfe of the fummer.

On the 7th a criminal Court was affembled ; when two convids*

received fentence of death, and feveral were condemned to fmaller

punifhments. On the 16th the two prifoners for execution were
brought out. Smith, after warning the fpedators to guard againft

breaking the fabbath, which he faid had been the forerunner of his-

ruin, fuffered. Whitehoufe, being evidently the tool, and a much
younger man, was pardoned by the Governor. His Excellency,,

after the execution, expreffed in public orders, hia " hope that neither

the example which he had that day found himfelf compelled to make
of one offender, nor the lenity which he had fhewn to another, would
be without their effed : it would always be more grateful to him to

fpare than to punifti; but he felt it neceffary on that occafion to de-

clare, that if neither the juftice which had been done, nor the mercy

which had been fhewn, tended to decreafe the perpetration of offences,,

it was his determination in future to put in execution whatever fen-

tence fhould be pronounced by the Court on the feveral offenders.

A finalE
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A fmall printing-prefs, which had hitherto been ufelefs from the

want of a perfon who underftood the art of printing, was now found
very ferviceable : a decent young man, of fome abilities in that line,

having lately arrived from England ; which enabled the Governor,

by having his orders printed, to make them more generally known.
Some time after the arrival of the Sovereign, the full allowance of

fait meat was ifrued, and the hours of labour regulated more to the

advantage of Government than had for a confiderable time (owing to

the (hortnefs of the ration) been the cafe. Inflead of completing in a

few hours the whole labour which was required of a man for the day,

convicts were now to work the whole day, with the intermiffion of

two hours and a half of reft. Many advantages were gained by this

regulation
;
among which, not the lead was, the diminution of idle

time which the prifoners before had, and which, emphatically term-

ing their own time, they applied as they chofe ; fome irHuftrioufly,

but by far the greater part in improper purfuits, as gaming, drinking,

and dealing.

By the return of his Majefty's (hip the Supply from Norfolk

Ifland, accounts were received of Lieutenant-Governor King being

dangeroufly ill when fhe left that place; and that cultivation was nearly

at a ftand there. The grounds were fo over-run with two great ene-

mies to agriculture, rats, and a pernicious weed .called cow-itch^ that

the fettlers defpaired of ever being able to get rid of either.

The contefts which had lately taken place very frequently in the

town of Sydney, and the neighbourhood of it, among the natives,

had been attended by many of thofe people who inhabited the woods,

and came from a great diftance inland. Some of the prifoners gather-

ing fro n time to time rumours and imperfect accounts of the exiftence

of the cattle loft in 1788, two of them, who were employed by fome

officers in (hooting, refolved on afcertaining the truth of thefe reports,

and trying by different excurfions to difcover the place of their retreat.

On their return from the firft outfet they made, which was fubfequent

to the Governor's arrival, they reported that they had feen them.

Q 0. 2 Being,
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Being, however, at that moment too much engaged in perfecYing»the

civil regulations which he had in view for the fettlement, his Excel-

lency could not himfelf go to that part of the country where they were

faid to have been found, but he detached a perfon on whom he could

depend. His report was fo fatisfactory, that on the 8th the Governor

fet off for Parramatta, attended by a fmall party; when, after travel-

ling two days in a direction S. S. W. from the fettlement at Profpecl:

Hill, he croffed the river named by Mr. Phillip, the Nepean
;
and,

to his great furprife and fatisfa£tion, fell in with a very fine herd of

cattle, upwards of forty in number, grazing in a pleafant and appa-

rently fertile pafturage. The day being far advanced when he faw

them, he refted for the night in the neighbourhood, hoping in th&

morning to be gratified with a fight of the whole herd. A doubt had

been ftarted of their being cattle produced from what had been brought

into that country by Governor Phillip from the Cape ; and it was fug-

gefted that they might be of longer (landing. The Governor thought

this a circumftance worth determining, and directed the attendants

who were with him to endeavour to get near enough to kill a calf.

This they were not able to effect j for while lying in wait for the

whole herd to pafs, which now confifted of upwards of fixty young

and old, they were furioufly fet upon by a bull, which brought up the

rear, and which in their own defence they were obliged to kill. This*

however, anfwered the purpofe perhaps better than a calf might have-

done ; for he had all the marks of the Cape cattle when full grown,

fuch as wide-fpreading horns, a moderate rifing or hump between his

ihoulders, and a mort thin tail. Being at this time feven or eight

and thirty miles from Parramatta, a very fmall quantity^ of the meat

only could be fent in ; the remainder was left to the crows and dog©

of the woods, much to the regret of the Governor and his party, who

ccnfidered that the prifoners, particularly the fick at the hofpital, had

not lately received any meat either fait or frefh.

The country where they were found grazing was remarkably plea-

fant to the eye 5
every where the foot trod on thick and luxuriant

grafs ;
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grafs; the trees were thinly fcattered, and free from underwood, ex-

cept in particular fpots ; feveral beautiful flats prefented large ponds,

covered with ducks and the black fwan, the margins of which were

fringed with fhrubs of the mod delightful tints, and the ground rofe

from thefe levels into hills of eafy afcent.

The queftion how thefe cattle came hither appeared eafy of folu-

tion. The few that were loft in 1788, two, bulls and five cows, travelled

without interruption in a weftern direction until they came to the

banks of the Nepean. Arrived there, and rinding the eroding as eafy

as when the Governor had forded it, they came at once into a well-

watered country, and amply ftored with grafs. From this place they
? had no inducement to move. They were in pofTeffion of a country

equal to their fupport, and in which they remained undifturbed. The
fettlers had not till then travelled quite fo far weftward ; and but few

natives were to be found thereabouts
;

they were likely, therefore,

to remain for years unmolefted, and fecurely to propagate their

fpecies.

It was a moft pleafant circum fiance, to have in the woods of New
Holland a thriving herd of wild cattle. Many propofals were made

to bring them into the (ettlement ; but in the day of want, if thefe

fhould be facrificed, in what better condition would the colony be for

having pofTeffed a herd of cattle in the woods I a herd which, if fuf-

fered to remain undifturbed for fome years, would, like the cattle of

South America, always prove a market fufficient for the inhabitants of

that country
;
and, perhaps, not only for their own confumption, but

for exportation. The Governor faw it in this light, and determined to

guard, as much as was in his power, againft any attempts to deftroy

them.

On his return he found fome very fine ground at the back of Pro-

fpedl Hill. The weather during this excurfion was fo intenfely hot,

that on one of the days, as the party paffed through a part of the

country which was on fire, a terrier dog died by the way.

Nothing



312 ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [November,

Nothing was heard of the natives at the river : all was quiet there.

About Sydney their attention had been for fome time engroffed by
Ben-nil-long, who arrived with the Governor. On his firft appearance,

he conducted himfelf with polifhed familiarity toward his lifters and

other relations ; but to his acquaintance he was diftant, and quite the

man of confequence. He declared, in a tone and with an air that

feemed to expect compliance, that he fhould no longer fuffer them

to fight and cut each other's throats, as they had done; that he mould

introduce peace among them, and make them love each other. He
expreffed his with, that when they vifited him at Government-houfe,

they would contrive to be fomewhat more cleanly in their perfons,

and lefs coarfe in their manners ; and he feemed abfolutely offended

at fome little indelicacies which he obferved in his filler Gar-rang-ai-

rang, who came in fuch hafte from Botany Bay, with a little nephew

on her back, to vifit him, that fhe left her habiliments behind her.

Ben-nil-long had certainly not been an inattentive obferver of the

manners of the people among whom he had lived : he conducted

himfelf with great propriety at table, particularly in the obfervance of

thofe attentions which are chiefly requifite in the prefence of women.

His drefs appeared to be an object of no fmall concern with him
;

and every onewho knew him before he left the country, and who

faw him on his return, pronounced without hefitation, that Ben-nil-

long had not any defire to renounce the habits and comforts of the

civilized life which he appeared fo readily and fo fuccefsfully to adopt.

His inquiries were directed, immediately on his arrival, after his

wife Go-roo-bar-roo-bool-lo ; and her he found with Caruey. On
producing a very fafhionable rofe-coloured petticoat and jacket made

of a coarfe fluff, accompanied with a gypfy bonnet of the fame colour,

{he deferted her lover, and followed her former hufband. In a few

days, however, to the furprife of every one, the lady was feen walk-

ing unincumbered with clothing of any kind, and Ben-nil-long was

miffing. Caruey was fought for ; and it was then difcovered that he

had been feverely beaten by Ben-nil-long ; who retained fo much of

4 Englifh
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Englim cuftoms, that he made ufe of his fifts inftcad of the weapons
of his country, to the great annoyance of Carney, who would have
preferred meeting his rival fairly in the field armed with the fpear and
the club. Carney being much the younger man, the lady, every inch

a woman, followed her inclination, and Ben-nil-long was compelled to

yield her without any further oppofition. He feemed to have been
fatisfied with the beating that he had given Caruey, and hinted, that,

retting for the prefent without a wife, he mould look about him, and
at fdme future period make a better choice. His abfence from the

Governor's houfe now became frequent, and little attended to. When
he went out he ufually left his clothes behind, carefully renaming them,

on his return, before he made his vifit to the Governor.

During November, one man and a woman, attempting to crofs a
creek at the Hawkefbury by a tree which had been thrown over, fell

in and were drowned j and one man had died there, of the bite of a
fnake. Three male convicts died at Sydney..

The harveft was begun early in December ; when the Cape wheat
(a bearded kind of grain differing much from the Englifh) was found,

univerfally to have failed, and was pronounced not worth the labour of

fowing,

A quantity of ufeful timber having been for fome time paft indis-

criminately cut down upon the banks of the river Hawkefbury, and
the creeks running from it,, which had been wafied, or applied to pur-

pofes for which timber of lefs value would have anfwered equally well,,

the Governor, among other colonial regulations, thought it neceffary

to direct, that no timber whatever mould be cut down, on any ground

which was not marked out on either the banks or creeks of that river :

and,, in order to preferve as much as polTiblefuch timber; as might be

of ufe either for building or for naval purpofes, he ordered the king's

mark to be immediately put on all fuch timber ; after which any per-

fons offending againff the order were to be profecuted. This order ex-

tended only to grounds not granted to individuals, there being a claufe

in all grants from the crown, exprefsly referving, under pain of for-

feiture
?



3 i4 ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [December,

feiture, for the ufo thereof, " fuch timber as might be growing or to

grow hereafter upon the land fo granted, which mould be deemed fit

for naval purpofes."

The Governor, who had been afraid, from the exiftence of the cat-

tle being eftablimed, that fome of the vagabond convicts might be

tempted to find them out, and fatisfy their hunger by killing them

from time to time, as they might find opportunity, was not furprifed

to hear that two of them had been deftroyed. A very ftricl: inquiry

into the report, however, convinced him that it had been raifed only

for the purpofe of trying how fuch a circumftance would be regarded,

His Excellency thought it neceffary, therefore, to (rate in public orders,

that " Having heard it reported, that fome perfon or perfons, who
had been permitted to carry arms for the protection of themfelves

and property, had lately employed that indulgence in an attempt to

deftroy the cattle belonging to government, which were at large in

the woods, he declared that if it mould be difcovered that any perfon

whatever mould ufe any meafure to deftroy or otherwife annoy them,

they would be profecuted with the utmoft feverity of the law." A
reward was alfo held out to any perfon giving information.

The harveft having commenced, the Governor fignified to the fet-

tlers, that " although it had hitherto been the intention and the prac-

tice of Government to give them every poflible encouragement, as well

as others who had employed themfelves in growing corn, by taking

off their hands all their furplus grain at fuch prices as had from time

to time been thought fair and reafonable, it was not, however, to be

expe&ed, as the colony advanced in the means of fupplying itfelf

with bread, that fuch a heavy expence could be continued. He,
therefore, recommended to them to confider what reduction in the

price of wheat and Indian corn they could at prefent fubmit to, as

their offers in that refpecl would determine him how far it might be

neceffary in future to cultivate on the part of Government, inftead of

taking or purchafing a quantity from individuals at fo great a price.

This propofal, he thought, could not be confidered otherwife than as

fair
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fair and reafonable, when it was recollected that the means by which

individuals had fo far improved their farms, had arifen from the very-

liberal manner in which government had given up the labour of fo

great a number of its own fervants, to afhft the induftry of others.

He further faid, that if this reprefentation fhouid fail of the effect which

he hoped and expeCted, by procuring a reduction of the prefent high

price of grain, he mould think it his duty to propofe, that thofe who

were affiled with fervants from government mould at Ieaft undertake

to furniih thofe fervants with bread.

A report from the river was current at this time, that the natives

had affembled in a large body, and attacked a few fettiers, who had

ehofen farms low down the river, and beyond the reach of protection,

from the other fettlers, flapping them of every article that they could:

find in their huts. An armed party was directly fent out, who, com-

ing up with them, killed four men and one woman, badly wounded a

child, and took four men prifoners. It might have been fuppofed,

that thefe punifnrnents, following the enormities fo immediately, would

have taught the natives to keep at a greater diftanee ; but nothing

feemed to deter them from profecuting the revenge which they had

vowed againft the fettlers for the injuries that they had received at

their hand a,

A report prevailed, that black Casfar, a conviCt, and a favage of a

darker hue, had in his life done one meritorious action, by killing Per-

mui-wy, who had juft before wounded Collins (the -native) fo dange-

roufly, that his recovery was a matter of very great doubt with the.

furgeon at the hofpital, whofe affiftance Collins had requefted as foon

as he had been brought into the town by his friends* A barbed fpear

had been driven into his loins dole by the vertebras of the back, and

wras fo completely fixed, that all the efforts of the furgeons to remove

it with their instruments were ineffectual. Finding, after a day or

two, that it could not be difplaced by art, Collins left the hofpital, de-

termined to trull to nature; and it was afterwards found that his truft

E R had
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had not been vain, though they faw him for feveral weeks walking

about with the fpear unmoved, even after fuppuration had taken

place; but they at la ft heard, that his wife had fixed her teeth in the

wound and drawn it out : after which he recovered, and was able

again to go into the field. During his illnefs, his wife War-re-weer

fnewed by an uncommon attention that her attachment was fuperior

to that of many a more polifhed female. Collins's recovery gave ge-

neral fatisfaclion, as he was much efteemed by every white man who

knew him, as well for his perfonal bravery, of which they had wit-

nefTed many diftinguifhing proofs, as on account of a geiitlenefs of

manners that ftrongly marked his difpofition, and fhaded off the harm,

lines which his uncivilized life now and then forced into the fore

ground.

At the Hawkefbury, in the beginning of the month, an extraordi-

nary meteorological phcenomenon occurred. Four farms on the creek

were totally cut up by a fall, not of hail or of fnow, but of large flakes

of ice, It was ftated by the officer who had the command of the

military there, that the mower paffed in a direction N.W. taking fuch

farms as fell within its courfe. The effecT was extraordinary ; the

wheat then tending was beaten dowm, the ears cut off, and the grain

perfectly thrafhed out. Of the Indian corn the large thick ftalks were

broken, and the cobs found lying at the roots. A man who was too

far diftant from a houfe to enter it in time, was glad to take fhelter in

the hollow of a tree. The fides of the trees which were oppofed to

its fury, appeared as if large fhot had been difcharged againfl: them,

and the ground was covered with fmall twigs from the branches. On
that part of the race-ground which it croffied, the ftronger Ihrubs were

found cut to pieces, while the weaker, by yielding to the florin, were

only beaten down. The two fucceeding days were remarkably mild ;

notwithftanding which, the ice remained on the ground nearly as

large as when it fell. Some flakes of it were brought to the officer on

the fecond day, which meafured from fix to eight inches long, and at

1 2 that
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that time were two fingers at leaftin thicknefs. Nothing of this kind

had been felt at Parramatta or at Sydney.

There died, during the year 1795, one afliftant furgeon ; one fer-

jeant ; two fettlers ; thirteen male convi&s ; feven female convicts,

and one child ; and one male convicl: was executed. Making a total

of twenty-fix perfons who loft their lives during the year.
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vffk arthur arrives from india .-—-francis from norfolk fslanix—

Playhouse opened.— stills destroyed.—ceres storeship arrived,

—and experiment from india.-—-ship otter from america. na-

tives.—-deaths. a transport arrives with prisoners from ire-

land.—a criminal court held.—black cjesar. shot.—otter

takes away mr. muir. abigail from america arrives.—a for-

gery committed.—works.— particulars respecting mr. bamp-

ton, and of the fate of captain hill and mr. carter.—

a

schooner arrives from dusky bay. crops bad*— robberies com-

mitted.— natives.— benn illong.— cornwallis sails.—gerald and
skirving die.— orders.—the supply returns.—the susan arrives

from north america.—and the indispensable from england. a

criminal and civil court held.—sick. thefts committed. the

britannia arrives from bengal. mr. raven's opinion on the pas-

sage to india.—state oe the settlers. the governor goes to

mount hunter. deaths.—two men killed. consequent regula-

tions. the britannia hired to proceed to england report of

the natives. a criminal court assembled.—a settler executed

for murder.—the swan sails.—ship from boston.—deaths. wea-

ther.—a temporary church opened at parramatta. tfie sup-

ply sails. account of stock.—land in cultivation, and num-

bers in the colony.—a murder committed.—britannia sails for

england.— general observations.

•.QN the firil of January, the Arthur brig anchored in the Cove from

Calcutta. Mr. Barber, the matter, who had vifited Port Jackfon

in 1794 in the fame vefTel, had been induced by the fuccefs that he

then met with to pay a fecond vifit to its inhabitants, with a fimilar

cargo as to the nature of the articles, but of much larger value than

that which he then fold. He had been thirteen weeks on his paffage,

•and had heard nothing of the Britannia.

In
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In confequence of the order iffued refpecting a reduction in the

price of wheat, the fettlers, having confulted among themfelves, deputed

a certain number from the different diflricts to ftate to the Governor the

hardfhips they mould be fubjected to by a reduction in the price of

grain, at leaft for that feafon. He therefore confented to purchafe

their crops of wheat at ten (hillings per bufhel ; but at the fame time

affured them, that a reduction would be made in the en filing feafon,

unlefs fome unforefeen and unavoidable circumftances fhould occur to

render it unneceffary.

The officers who held ground offered to give up two of the number

of men that the Governor had allowed them, and to take two others

off the provifion flore ; which propofal was directed to be carried

into execution.

Some of the more decent clafs of prifoners, male and female, having

a fhort time fmce obtained permiffion to prepare a playhoufe at Sydney^

it was opened on the 16th, with the play of The Revenge, and the

entertainment of The Hotel. They had fitted up the houfe with

more theatrical propriety than could have been expected, and their

performance was far above contempt. Their motto wras modefl and

well chofen—" We cannot command fuccefs ; but we will endeavour

to deferve it." Of their dreffes the greater part was made by them-

felves ; but it was underftood that fome veteran articles from the York

theatre were among the beft that made their appearance.

At the licenfing of this exhibition they were informed, that the

flighted impropriety would be noticed, and a repetition punifhed by

the banifhment of their company to the other fettlements ; there was,

however, more danger of improprieties being committed by fome of

the audience than by the players themfelves. A feat in their gallery,

which was by far the largeft part of the houfe, as likely to be the moll

reforted to, was to be procured for one (hilling
;
and, as much flour,

or as much meat or fpirits, as the manager would take for that fum,

was often paid at the gallery door. It was feared that this, like gam-

bling, would furnifh another inducement to rob ; and fome of the

word
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worft of the convicts, ever on the watch for opportunities, looked on

the play-houfe as a certain harveft for them, not by picking the

pockets of the audience, but by breaking into their houfes while the

family might be enjoying themfelves at the theatre.

Among other objects of civil regulation which required the Gover-

nor's attention, was, to remedy an evil of great magnitude. It appeared,

that for a confiderable time paft they had been in the practice ofmak-

ing and vending a fpirit, the quality of which was of fo deftructive a

nature, that the health of the fettlement in general was much endan-

gered.

A practice fo iniquitous and ruinous, being not only direct difobe-

dience of his Majefty's commands, but deftructive of the welfare of

the colony in general, the Governor in the moft pofitive manner for-

bade all perfons, on any pretence whatfoever, to diftil fpirituous liquors

of any kind or quality, on pain of fuch fteps being taken for their pu-

niftiment, as would effectually prevent a repetition offo dangerous an

offence. The conftables of the different diftricts, as well as all other

perfons whofe duty it was to preferve order, were ftrictly enjoined to

be extremely vigilant in difcovering and giving information, where,

and in whofe poffeffion, any article or machine for the purpofe of dif-

tilling fpirits might then be, or fhould hereafter be erected, in oppo-

sition to this notification of the Governor's refolution. In purfuance

of thefe directions, feveral ftills were found and cleftroyed, to the great

regret of the owners, who, from a bufhel of wheat (worth at the

public (lore ten fhillings), diftilled a gallon of a new and poifonous

fpirit, which they retailed directly from the ft ill at five millings per

quart bottle, and fometimes more. This was not merely paid away

for labour, as was pretended, but fold for the purpofe of intoxication-

to whoever would bring ready money.

The many robberies which were almoft daily and nightly commit-

ted, rendered it expedient that fome fteps mould be taken to put a ftop-

to an evil fo deftructive of the happinefs and comfort of the induftri-

ous inhabitants. Several attempts had been made by the Gorn miliary,

to
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to afcertain the number of arms in the poffefficn of individuals ; it

being feared, that, inftead of their being properly diftributed among
the fettlers for their protection, many were to be found in the hands

of perfons who ufed them in {hooting, or in committing depredations.

It was attempted a fecond time to difcover their number, by directing

all perfons (the military excepted) who were in poffeffion of arms, to

bring them to the Commiflary's Office, where, after registering them,

they were to receive certificates figned by him, of their being permit-

ted to carry fuch arms.

Some few fettlers, who valued their arms as neceflary to their de-

fence againft the natives and againft thieves, haftened to the office for

their certificate ; but of between two and three hundred {lands of arms

which belonged to the crown not fifty were accounted for.

Black Casfar was (till in the woods with feveral others of his own
ftamp, all of whom were armed ; and as he fent word, that he neither

would return nor naffer himfelf to be taken alive, it became neceffary

to fecure him. Notice was therefore given, that whoever mould make

him their prifoner, and bring him to the Governor, mould be re-

Warded.

The fettlers, and thofe people who were occafionally fupplied with

ammunition by the officers, were informed that if they mould be

hereafter difcovered to have fo abufed the confidence placed in them,

as to fupply thofe common plunderers with any part of this ammu-

nition, they mould be deemed accomplices in the robberies commit-

ted by them, and fteps would be taken to bring them to punifhment

as 'aeeeflaries.

To relieve the mind from the contemplation of circumstances fo

irkfome to humanity, on the 23d the Ceres Store-fhip arrived from

England. It was impoffible that a (hip could ever reach that diftant

part of his Majefty's dominions from England, or from any other

part of the world, without bringing a change to the ideas of its inha-

bitants, or even without giving fome variety to their amufements.

The introduction -of a ftranger among them had ever been an object:

of

»
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of fome moment ; for every attention was confidered as due to him

who had left the civilized world to vi'fit thofe fo far removed from it.

The perfonal inte'reft that he might have in the vifit was forgotten
;

and from the folicitude to hear news each contended who mould be

iirft in ads of hofpitality. If he afterwards found himfelf negle&ed,

it was becaufe he was no longer a flranger ; his intelligence was ex-

haufted, and he had funk into the mere tradefman.

This fhip had on board flores and provifions for the fettlement.

She had touched at the ifland of Amfterdam in her way to Port Jack-

foil, and taken off four men, two Trench and two Englifh, who had

Jived there three years, having been left from a brig which was taken

on to China by the Lion man of war. One of the Frenchmen, M.
Perron, apparently deferved a better kind of fociety than his compa-

nions fupplied. He had kept an accurate and neatly-written journal

of his proceedings, with fome well-drawn views of the fpot to which

he was fo long confined. It appeared, that they had, in the hope of

their own or fome other veffel arriving to take them off, collected and

cured, feveral thoufands of feal-fkins, which, however, they were

compelled to abandon. M. Perron and his companions had fubT
fifted for the laft eighteen months on the flefh.of feals.

The day following this arrival the fignal announced a fecond, which

proved to be the fnow Experiment, commanded by Mr. Edward

M'Clellan, who had before been in that country ; and a few hours

after,. the fhip Otter, from Boflon, in North America, anchored in the

Cove. Mr. M'Clellan had on board a large inveflment of India goods 5

muflins, calicoes, chintzes, foap, fugar, fpirits, and a variety of fmall

articles, apparently the fweepings of a Bengal bazar; the fale of

which inveflment he expe&ed would produce ten or twelve thoufand

pounds.

The American, either finding the market overflocked, or having

had fome other motive for touching at Port Jackfon,. declared that he

had nothing for fale ; but that he could, as a favour, fpare two hog-

£heads of Jamaica rum, three pipes of Madeira, fixty-eight quarter

calks
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cafks of Lifbon wine, four chefls and a half of Bohea tea, and two

hogQieads of melaffes. He had touched at the late refiden.ce of M.
Perron, the ifland of Amfterdam, and brought off as many, of the

feal-fkins (his veffel being bound to China, after vifmng the north-wed

coaft of America) as he could take on board.

Be-nil-long's influence over his countrymen not extending to the

natives at the river, frefh accounts of their violence were received.

They attacked a man who had been allowed to ply with a paffage-

boat between the port of Sydney and the river, and wounded him (it

was feared mortally) ; and they were beginning again to annoy the

fettlers there.

Notwithftanding the reward offered for apprehending Black Csefar,

he remained at large ; and fcarcely a morning arrived without a com-

plaint being made to the magiftrates of a lofs of property fuppofed to

have been occafioned by him. In facl, every theft that was commit-

ted was afcribed to him or fome of the vagabonds who were in the

woods, the number of whom at this time amounted to fix or eight.

On the nth of February an addition of two hundred and thirty-

three male and female convi&s was given to the fettlements by the

arrival of the Marquis Cornwallis tranfport from Ireland. This

veffel was commanded by Mr, Michael Hogan, from whom it was

learned, that a confpiracy had been formed to take the fhip from him
;

but, the circumftances of it being happily difclofed in time, he was

enabled to prevent it ;
and, having fufficient evidence of the exiftence

of the confpiracy, he caufed the principals of thofe concerned to

be feverely punifhed, firft taking the opinions of all the free people

who were on board. A military guard, confifting of two fubalterns

and a proportionate number of privates of the New South Wales corps

(principally drafts from other regiments), was embarked in his fhip.

The prifoners were in general healthy ; but fome of thofe who had

been punifhed were not quite recovered, and on landing were fent to

the hofpital. It appeared, that the men were for the mod part of the

defcription of people termed Defenders, defperate, and ripe for any

s s fchemc
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fcheme from which danger and deftruaion were likely to enfue. The

women were of the fame complexion, and their ingenuity and cruelty

were difplayed in the part that they were to take in the purpofed in-

furre&ion ; which was, the preparing of pulverifed glafs to mix with

the flower, of which the feamen were to make their puddings. What

an importation !

The Marquis Cornwallis had flopped at the ifland of St. Helena and

the Cape of Good Hope. From the latter of which places they brought

the pleating intelligence of its having furrendered to his Majefty's

arms, and being in poffeffion of the Englifh. General Craig, the com-

mander in chief on more, and Commodore Blankett, each fent an of-

ficial communication of this important circumftance to Governor

Hunter, and ftated their defire to aflift in any thing that might be

of fervice to the fettlement, when the feafon mould offer for fending

the mips under his orders to the Cape of Good Hope for fupplies.

The gentlemen of the fettlement heard with infinite regret of the

death of Colonel Gordon, whofe attentions to the colony, at every op-

portunity that prefented itfelf, could never be forgotten. He was in-

deed a favoured fon of fcience, and liberally extended the advantages

which that fcience gave him, wherever he thought they could promote

the welfare of his fellow-creatures.

On the 1 5th a criminal court had met for the trial of two prifoners

for a burglary, when information was received, that Black C^far

had that morning been mot by one Wimbow. This man and another,

allured by the reward, had been for fome days in queft of him. Find-

ing his haunt, they concealed themfelves all night at the edge of a brum*

which they had perceived him enter in the dufk of the evening.

In the morning he came out ;
when, looking round him and feeing

his danger, he prefented his muiket ; but before he could pull the

trigger Wimbow fired and (hot him, and he died in a few hours. Thus

ended a man, v/ho certainly, during his life, could never have been

eftimated at more than one remove above the brute, and who had

given more trouble than any other convict in the fettlement.

On
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On the 1 8th failed for the north-weft coaft of America the Otter,

in which went Mr, Thomas Muir (one of the perfons fent out for fe-

dition), and feveral other convicts whofe fentences of tranfportation

were not expired. Mr. Muir conceived, that in withdrawing (though

clandeftinely) from that country, he was only afferting his freedom,

and meant, if he mould arrive in fafety, to enjoy what he deemed

himfelf to have regained of it in America, until the time fhould come
when he might return to his own country with credit and comfort.

He purpofed practifing at the American bar as an advocate ; a point

of information which he left behind him in a letter. At Sydney he

had chiefly paiTed his time in literary eafe and retirement, living out

of the town at a little fpot of ground which he had purchafed for the

purpofe of feclufion.

Difcharging the ftore-fhips formed the principal labour of the

month
;
during one or two hot days of which, the fhrubs and brufli-

wood about the weft point of the cove caught fire, and burnt within a

few yards of the magazine. On its being extinguifhed, the powder

was removed for a few days on board the Supply, until fome fecu-

rky againft any future accident of that kind could be thrown up round

the building.

By the return of the Reliance from Norfolk Ifland, accounts were

received, that Mr. Bampton, who had left Port Jackfon in September,

on reaching Dufky Bay, in New Zealand, found his fhip fo leaky,

that, with the advice of his officers and people, (he was run on fhore

and fcuttled. By great good fortune they found there a fmall veffel,

which had been built by the carpenter of the Britannia, when left with

the mate and others in that fhip's firft voyage from thence to the Gape

of Good Hope. Her they completed and launched. It may be re-

membered, that in addition to the large number of perfons which Mr.

Bampton had permiffion to take from Port Jackfon, nearly as many

more found means to fecrete themfelves on board his fhip and the

Fancy. For thefe, as well as his officers and fhip's company, he had

now to provide a paflage from the truly defolate fliores of New
Zealand (a fufficient punifhment for his ingratitude in taking them

s s 2 away).
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away). He accordingly, after fitting as a fchooner the veflel which

he had launched, and naming her the Providence, failed with her and

the Fancy for Norfolk Ifland, having on board as many of the offi-

cers and people who reached Dufky Bay with him as they could con-

tain, leaving the remainder to proceed in a veffel which one of them

undertook to conftrudt out of the Endeavour's long boat. The Fancy

and Providence arrived fafe at Norfolk Ifland, whence they failed for

China on the 31ft day of January.

This unlucky termination of the voyage of the Endeavour, when

added to the difficulties and dangers which Mr. Bampton had met with

in the Shah Hormuzear, on his return to India, appeared fufficient to

difcourage him from again venturing to fpeculate in Port Jackfon.

In the courfe of this narrative, the different reports received re- 5

fpe&ing the fate of the boat which landed on Tate Ifland, have been

ftated. In a Calcutta newfpaper, brought to Sydney, they now found

a printed account of the whole of that tranfa&ion,* which filled up

that chafm in the ftory which the parties themfelves alone could

fupply.

By referring to the account given in the month of July 1794, as

communicated by Mr. Dell, it will appear, that the fliip, having been

driven to leeward of the ifland after the boat left her, was three days

before fhe could work up to it. When Mr. Dell went on more to

fearch for Captain Hill and his companions, he could only, at his

return, produce wThat he thought incontestable proofs of their having

been murdered ; fuch as their great coats, a lanthorn, tomahawk, &c.

and three hands, one of which, from a certain mark, was fuppofed to

have belonged to Mr. Carter. Of the boat, after the mo ft diligent

fearch round the ifland, he could find no trace. By the account now
publifhed, and which bore every mark of authenticity, it appeared,

that when the boat, in which thefe unfortunate gentlemen were, had

reached the ifland on the 3d of July 1793, the natives received them

* This account is reprinted at length in the European Magazine, vol, XXX L p. 310. 3^0.

and is very affe&ing.

very
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very kindly, and conducted them to a convenient place for landing.

After diftrrbuting fome prefents among them, with which they ap-

peared very much fatisfied, it was propofed, that MelTrs. Carter, Shaw,
and Afcott, mould proceed to the top of a high land which they had

noticed,' and that Captain Hill mould ftay by the boat, with her crew,

confifting oi tour feamen belonging to the Chefterfield.

The inland party, taking the precaution to arm, and provide them-

felves with a neceflary quantity of ammunition, fet off. Nothing un-

friendly occurred during their walk, though feveral little circumftances

happened, which induced Afcott to fufpect that the natives had fome

defign upon them ; an idea, however, which was fcouted by his

companions.

On their return from the hill, hoftile defigns became apparent, and

the natives feemed to be deterred from murdering them merely by the

activity of Afcott, who, by prefenting his mufket occafionally, kept

them off
;
but, notwithstanding his activity and vigilance, the natives

at length made their attack. They began by attempting to take Afcott's

mufket from him, rinding that he was the moft likely to annoy them;

directly after which, Mr. Carter, who was the foremoft of the party,

was heard to exclaim, " My God, my God ! they have murdered

me." Afcott, who ftill retained his mufket, immediately fired, on

which the natives left them and fled into the bufhes. Afcott now had

time to look about him, and faw what he juftly deemed a horrid fpec-

tacle, Mr. Carter lying bleeding on the ground, and Mr. Shaw with a

large wound in his throat. They were both, however, able to rife,

and proceed down the hill to the boat. On their arrival at the beach,

they called to their companions to fire
;
but, to their extreme horror,

they perceived Captain Hill and one of the feamen lying dead on the

fand, cut and mangled in a moft barbarous manner. Two others of

the feamen they faw floating on the water, with their throats cut from

ear to ear. The fourth failor they found dead in the boat, mangled in

the fame mocking manner. With much difficulty thefe unhappy

people got into their boat, and, cutting her grapnel, pulled off from

6 this
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this treacherous (bore. While this was performing, they clearly faw

the natives, whom in their account they term voracious cannibals,

dragging the bodies of Captain Hill and the feamen from the beach

toward fome large fires, which they fuppofed were prepared for the

occafion, yelling and howling at the fame time mo ft difmally, Thefe

wretched furvivors of their companions having feen, from the top of

the hill whither their ill-fated curiofity had led them, a large fand-bank

not far from the ifland, determined to run under the lee of it, as they

very reafonably hoped that boats would the next morning be fent

after them from the fhip. They experienced very little reft or eafe

that night, and when daylight appeared found that they had drifted

nearly out of fight of the ifland, and to leeward of the fand-bank.

Deeming it in vain to attempt reaching the bank, after examining

what was left in the boat, (a few of the trifles which they had put

into her to buy the friendship of the natives, and Afcott's great-coat,

but neither a compafs nor a morfel of provifions,) they determined, by

the advice of Shaw, who of thefe tbree miferable people was the only

one that underftood any thing of navigation, to run direcl: for Timor,

for which place the wind was happily fair. To the weftward, there-

fore, they directed their courfe, trufting to that Providence which had

delivered them from the cannibals at Tate Ifland.

Without provifions, deftitute of water, and almoft without bodily

ftrength, it cannot be doubted that their Sufferings were very great be-

fore they reached a place of fafety and relief. They left the ifland on

the 3d of July, the day on which their companions were butchered.

On the 7th, having on the preceding day pafled a fand-bank covered

with birds, they providentially, in the morning, found two fmall birds

in the boat, one of which they immediately divided into three parts,

and were confiderably relieved by eating it. On the 8th they found

themfelves with land on both fides. Through thefe ftraits they pafled

and continued their courfe to the weftward. All that could be done

with their wounds was to keep them clean by opening them occa-

fionally,
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fionally, and warning them with fait water. On the nth they faw

land, and pufhed their boat into a bay, all agreeing that they had better

truft to the chance of being well received on more, than to that of pe-

rifhing in the courfe of a day or two more at fea. There they pro-

cured fome water and a roafted yam from the natives, who alfo gave

them to underftand that Timor was to the fouthward of them. Not

thinking themfelves quite fo fafe here as they would be at Coupang,

they again embarked. They foon after found a proa in chace of them,

which they eluded by (landing with their boat over a reef that the

proa would not encounter. On the morning of the 13th they faw a

point of land a-head, which, with the wind as it then was, they could

not weather. They therefore ran into a fmall bay, where the natives

received them, calling out " Bligh ! Bligh !" Here they landed, were

hofpitably received, and providentially faved from the horror of perifli-

ing by famine.

This place was called by the natives Sarrett, and was diftinct from

Timor Land, which was the firft place they refreflied at. They were

alfo informed, that there was another fmall ifland to the northward,

called by them Fardatta ; but which in fome charts was named Tana-

bor. They alfo underftood that a proa came yearly from Banda to

trade at Tanabor, and that her arrival was expected in the courfe of

feven or eight months. They were much gratified with this informa-

tion, and foon found that they had fallen into the hands of a hofpitable

and humane race of people. On the 25th of July Mr. Carter's wound

was entirely healed, after having had thirteen pieces of the fractured

fkull taken out. But this gentleman was fated not long to furvive his

fufFerings. He remained in perfect health until the 17th of November,

when he caught a fever, of which he died on the 10th of December,

much regretted by his two friends (for adverfity makes friends of thofe

who, perhaps, in other fituations would never have (haken hands).

The two furvivors waited in anxious expectation for the arrival of

the annual trading proa from Banda. To their great joy fhe came on

the 1 2th of March 1794; they failed for Banda on the 10th of April,

and
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and arrived there on the ift, of May following, where they were re-

ceived with the greater!: hofpitality by the governor, who fupplied

them with every thing neceffary for people in their fituation, and pro-

vided them with a pafTage on board an Indiaman bound to Batavia,

where they arrived on the ioth of the following Odober; adding

another to the many inftances of efcape from the perils which attend

on thofe whofe hard fate have driven them to navigate the ocean in

an open boat.

Hard indeed was the fate of Captain Hill and Mr. Carter. They

were gentlemen of liberal education, qualified to adorn the circles of

life in which their rank in fociety placed them. How lamentable thus

to periih, the one by the hands and rude weapons of barbarous fa-

vages, cut offin the prime of life and mod perfecT enjoyment of his fa-

culties, loft for ever to a widowed parent and a filler whom he ten-

derly loved, his body mangled, roafted, and devoured by cannibals

;

the other, after efcaping from thofe cannibals, to periih. * in a country

where all were ftrangers to him, except his two companions in

mifery, to give up all his future profpecTs in life, never more to meet

the cheering eye of friendmip or of love, and without having had the

melancholy fatisfa&ion of recounting his perils, his efcape, and fufTer-

ings, to thofe who would fympathize with him in the tale of his

forrowr
s.

On the ioth of March the American failed for the northweft coaft

of America. In her went Mr. James Fitzpatrick Knarefbro', a gen-

tleman whofe hard lot it had been to be doomed to baniihment for

life from his native country, Ireland, and the enjoyment of a com-

fortable fortune which he there pofTefted. He lived during his resi-

dence at Parramatta with the moft rigid economy and fevere felf-

denial even of the common comforts of life.

* It is evident, if this account be true, that Mr. Dell muft have been miftaken in his opinios

of having carritd on board the Shah Hormuzear a hand which, from a certain mark on it, he

knew to have belonged to Mr. Carter.

It
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It was remarked with concern, that the crops of this feafon proved

in general bad, the wheat being almoft every where mixed with a

weed named by the farmers Drake. It was occafioned by the ground

being overwrought, from a greedinefs to make it produce golden har-

vefts every feafon, without allowing it time to recruit itfelf from crop

to crop, or being able to afford it manure.

At the Hawkefbury, where alone any promife of agricultural ad-

vantage was to be found, the fettlers were immerfed in intoxication.

Riot and madnefs marked their conduct ; and this was to be attributed

to the fpirits that, in defiance of every precaution, found their way

thither. Robberies were every where more frequent now than they

had been for fome time
;

fcarcely a night pafling without at leaft an

attempt being made,

Reports were again received during the month, of frefli outrages

committed by the natives at the river. The fchooncr which had been

fent round v/ith provifions faw fome of thefe people off a high point

of land named Portland Head, who menaced tliem with their fpears,

&nd carried in their appearance every mark of hoftiiity. The governor

being at this time on an excurfion to that fettlement (by water), one

of his party landed on the Ihore oppofite Portland Head, and faw at

a. fhort diftance a large body of natives, who he underftood had affem-

bled for the purpofe of burning the corpfe of a man who had been

killed in fome conteft among themfelves.

About this time Bennillong, who occasionally (hook off the habits

of civilized life, and went into the woods for a few days with his lif-

ters and other friends, fent in word that he had had a conteft with his

bofom friend Cole-be, in which he had been fo much the fufferer, that

until his wounds were healed he could not with any pleafure to him-

felf appear at the governor's table. This notification was accom-

panied with a requeft, that -his clothes, which he had left behind

when he went away, might be fent him, together with fome victuals,

of which he was much in want.

t t On
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On his again vifiting the fettlement, he appeared with a wound on

his mouth, which had divided the upper lip and broke two of the

teeth of that jaw. His features, never very pleafing, now feemed out

of all proportion, and his pronunciation was much altered. Finding;

himfelf badly received among the females (although improved by his

travels in the little attentions that are fuppofed to have their weight

with the fex), and not being able to endure a life of celibacy, he had

made an attack upon his friend's favourite, Boo-ree-a, in which he

was not only unfuccefsful, but was puniflied for his breach of friend-

ihip, as has been related, by Cole-be, who farcaftically afked him, " if

he meant that kind of conduct to be a fpecimen of Engiifb manners ?"

Among the deaths which took place in March, was that of Mr..

Jofeph Gerald. A confumption which accompanied him from Eng-

land, and which all his wifhes and efforts to make off could not over-

come, at length brought him to that period when, perhaps, his ftrong.

enlightened mind muft have perceived how full of vanity and vexation

of fpirit were thebufieft concerns of this world ; and into what a nar-

row limit was now to be thruft that frame which but of late trod

firmly in the walk of life, elate and glowing with youthful hope,

glorying in being a martyr to the caufe which he termed that of free-

dom, and confidering as an honour that exile which brought him ta

an untimely grave. He was followed in three days after by another

vidim to miftaken opinions, Mr. William Skirving. A dyfentery

was the apparent caufe of his death ; but his heart was broken. In

the hope of receiving remittances from England, which might enable

him to proceed with fpirit and fuccefs in farming, of which he ap-

peared to have a thorough knowledge, he had purchafed from differ-

ent perfons, about one hundred acres of land adjacent to the town of

Sydney. He foon found that a farm near the fea-coaft was of no

great value. His attention and his efforts to cultivate the ground were

of no avail. Remittances he received none ; he contracted fome

little debts, and found himfelf neglefted by that party for whom he

had
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had facrificed the deareft connexions in life, a wife and family ; and

finally yielded to the preffure of accumulated calamity. His conduct

while in exile had been that of a pious, honeft, worthy character: nor

had his political principles ever manifefted themfelves ; but all his foli-

citude feemed to be, to evince himfelf the friend of human nature.

Requicfcat in pace !

Toward preventing the indifcriminate fale of fpirits which prevailed

in the fettlements, the governor thought that granting licences to a

few perfons of good character might have a beneficial effect ; ten per-

fbns were felected by the magiftrates, to whom licences for twelve

months were granted ; and as, from the very frequent ftate of intoxi-

cation in which great numbers of the lower orders of people had

for feme time pa ft been fee 11, there was great reafon to fufpect that a

greater quantity of fpirituous liquors had been landed from the differ-

ent mips which had entered the port than permits had been obtained

for, it became highly neceffary to put a flop, as early as poffihle, to a

practice which was pregnant with all kinds of mifchief. The governor,

therefore, judged it neceffary, the more effectually to fupprefs the

dangerous practice of retailing fpirits in this indifcriminate way, not

only to grant licences under the redactions above mentioned, but to

defire the aid of all officers, civil and military, as they regarded the

good of his ^Majefty's fervice, the peace, tranquillity, and order of the

colony, to ufe their utmoft exertions for putting an end to a fpecies of

traffic, from which the deftruction of health and the ruin of all in-

duftry were to be expected.

On the 1 8th of April the Supply returned from Norfolk Ifland,

having been abfent only three weeks and four days, the quickeft paf-

fage that had been yet made to and from that ifland. She was fol-

lowed a few hours after by the fnow Sufan from Rhode Mand, having

been at fea two hundred and thirty-one days, not touching any where

on her paffage.

The Americans were obferved to make this voyage from motives of

frugality, failing direct for the port ; but they were at the fame time

t t 2 obferved
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Obferved to bring in their people extremely healthy. On being quef-

tioned as to what methods they took to fecure the health of their Tea-

men, they replied, that in general they found exercife the belt preven-

tive againft the fcurvy, and confidered idlenefs as the fureft means of

introducing it. In addition to exercife, however,, they made frequent

life of acids in the diet of their feamen, and of fumigations from to-

bacco in their between-decks. Certain it was, that none of the

mips which touched there from other ports arrived fo generally

healthy. The cargo of the Snow confifted of fpirits, broad-cloth, and

a variety of ufeful and defirable articles, adapted to the neeefiities of

the country.

On the laft day of the month the Indifpenfable transport arrived

from England, with one hundred and thirty-one female convicts, and

a fmall quantity of provifions on board for their confumption.

In April and the preceding month many people, adults as well as

children, were again afflicTed with inflammations in the eyes. Its oc-

curring at the fame feafon as the year before, confirmed the medical

gentlemen in the opinion formerly given, of the diforder originating

in the variable weather.

Daily experience proved, that thofe people whofe fentences of trant
portation had expired were greater evils than the convicTs themfelves,

as many of them withdrew from receiving the ration allowed by go*
vernment, only to avoid labour and to fubfift by depredations.

On the nth of May, to the general fatisfadion of the fettle-

ment, the Britannia ftorefhip arrived from Calcutta and Madras, on
private account ; and one young mare, five cows and one cow-calf,

of the Bengal breed, were brought for fale.

On board this fhip came two officers of the Bengal army, for the

purpofe of raifing two hundred recruits from among thofe people who
had ferved their refpedive terms of tranfportation. They were to

be regularly enlifted and attefted, and were to receive bounty-

Bioncy.
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On the firfl view of this fcheme it appeared very plaufible ; and it

was imagined that tlie execution of it would be attended with good to

the fettlement, by ridding it of many of thofe wretches whom there

wras too much reafon to deem the greateft nuifances : but when it was

found that the recruiting officer was inftru&ed to be nice as to the

characters of thofe whom he fliould enlift, and to entertain none that

were of known bad morals, the governor perceived that the fettlement

would derive lefs benefit from it than had been at firfl expected ;

particularly as there was reafon to fuppofe, that feveral fettlers would

abandon their farms, and, leaving their families a burden to the More*

embrace the change which was offered. It was far better for the fet-

tlement, if any were capable of bearing arms and becoming foldiers

in defence of their own lives and poffeffions; and, by embodying them

from time to time as a militia, they would fave to the public the expence

of a regiment or corps raifed for the mere purpofe of protecting the

public ftores and the civil eftablifhment of the colony.

Recruiting, therefore, from that colony for the Bengal army, being

a meafure that required confideration, and which the governor thought

fhould firfl: have obtained the fanction of adminiftration, he deter-

mined to wait the refult of a communication on the fubject with the

fecretary of ftate, before he gave it his countenance. At the fame

time he meant to recommend it in a certain degree ; as it was evident

that many good recruits might be taken, without any injury to the in-

terefts of the fettlement.

Mr. Raven, the mafter of the Britannia, on his return from this his

fecond voyage to India, gave it as his opinion, " that the paflage to be

purfued from New South Wales to India, depended wholly upon the

feafon in which the fhip might leave Port Jackfon. From the month

of November to April, or rather from October to the beginning of

March, which ought to be the lateft period that any fhip mould attempt

a northern paffage,he recommended making Norfolk Ifland;and thence

pairing between the Loyalty Iflands and New Caledonia, to keep a3

nearly as circumftances would allow in the longitude of 165
0

eaft,

2 until
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until the {hip mould reach the latitude of 8° fouth ; and then fhape a

eourfe to crofs the equator in i6o° eaft ; after which the mailer fhould

fleer to the N. W. by N. or N. N.W. until in the latitude of 5* 20 or

5
0
30' north ; in which latitude Mr, Raven would run down his lon-

gitude, and pais the fouth end of Mindanao, and between that illand

and Bafcelan ; and thence through the {traits of Banguey into the

China fea. In running this paflage, it would be neceflary to pay at-

tention to Mr. Dairy tuple's charts of thofe iflands, &c. which Mr.
Raven found very accurate.

* c If leaving Port Jackfon any time between the beginning of March
and the ift of September, Mr. Raven would prefer pafling through a

Arait in the longitude of I56 0 1 o' E. or thereabouts ; and from the

latitude of 7
0
6' E. to 6° 42' S. which divides fome part of the iflands

of the New Georgia of Captain Shortland ; thence through St. George's

channel to the northward of New Guinea, through Dampier's {trait,

down Pitt's Paflage, to the fouthward of Boutton, and through the

ftraits of Salayer, into the Banda of Amboyna fea."

Mr. Raven furnifhed thefe obfervadons in the hope that they might

benefit the fettlement of Port Jackfon, by proving ufeful to the com-

manders of any mips which the governor might have occafion to fend

into thofe Teas on the fervice of the colony.

Previous to the departure of Mr. Hogan's {hip for India, that gen-

tleman had requefted that an examination might be taken as to the cir-

cumftances of his conduct, toward the convi&s and others on board his

£hip during their paflage from Ireland. This was accordingly done
;

when it appeared, that Mr, Hogan, but for the fortunate and timely

difcovery of it, would with his mip have fallen a facrifice to as daring

and alarming a confpiracy as, perhaps, ever had been entered into by

a fet of defperate wretches on board of any {hip ; and that nothing

was left him, to fave himfelf from the danger of a fimilar circumftance

occurring during the voyage, but to inflicT immediate punifhment on

the perfons who were concerned in it.

The
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The weather through the whole of May had proved very variable.

The cattle brought by Mr. Raven, though in Smithfield they would

not all together have been worth fifty pounds, were fold by auction at

enormous prices. The mares went at one hundred pounds, one of

the cows at eighty-four pounds, and the others at prices little in-

ferior.

The practice of purchafing the crops of the fettlers for fpirits had

too long prevailed; and the Governor thought it abfolutely necefTary,

by all means in his power, to put an end to it \ for it was not pofiible

that a farmer who fhould be idle enough to throw away the labour of

twelve months, for the gratification of a few gallons of poifonous

fpirits, could expect to thrive, or enjoy thofe comforts which were

only to be procured by fobriety and induftry. From fuch characters

he determined to withdraw the affiftance of Government, fince when

left to themfelves they would have lefs time to wafte in drunkennefs-

and riot.

On the 20th of June, the Governor, with a fmall party, undertook

a fecond excurfion to the retreat of the cattle. A few days previous

to the Governor's departure, Mr. Bafs, the furgeon of the Reliance,

and two companions, fet off in an attempt to round the mountains to :

the weftward ; but having foon attained the fummit of the higheft,,

they faw, at the diftance of forty or fifty miles,another range of moun-

tains, extending to thenorthward and fouthward. Mr. Bafs reported,

that he paffed over fome very fine land ; and he brought in fome fpe-

cimens of a light wood which he met with.

The Governor was not long abfent. He faw the cattle ranging as

before, although not exactly in the fame fpot, in the fineft country yer

difcovered in New South Wales ; and afcended a hill which, from

every point of view, had appeared the higheft in the neighbourhood.

The height of this hill, which obtained the name of Mount Hunter,

was fuppofed to be near a mile from the bafe ; and the view from the

fummit was commanding and full of grand objects, wood, water,

plains,
:

and mountains. Every where on that fide of the Nepean the

foil
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foil was found to be good, and the ground eligible for cultivation.

The fides of Mount Hunter, though very fteep, were clothed with

timber to the fummit, and the ground filled with the orchis root.

The knowledge derived from this excursion was, that the cattle had

not been didurbed, and .that they had increafed : ninety-four were

at this time counted.

About the fame time the people of a fidiing-boat returned from a

bay near Port Stephens, and brought with them feveral large pieces

of coal, which they faid they found at fome little diftance from the

beach, lying in confiderable quantity on the furface of the ground*

Thefe people having conducted themfelves improperly while on more,

two of them were feverely wounded by the natives, one of whom died

foon after he reached the hofpital.

Toward the latter end of the month two men from each officer

were ordered to join the public gangs, it being found wholly imprac-

ticable to erecl:,without more affiftance, any of the buildings which had

become indifpenfably neceffary ; as dore-houfes, barracks, and houfes

for the affidant-furgeons. A church too, of more fubftantial mate-

rials than lath and platter, was wanted both at Sydney and Parra-

matta ; as well as court-houfes, or places where the courts of civil and

criminal judicature might be .held* and where the magiftrates might

meet to do the public bufinefs.

The timber-carriages were now, in-dead of men, drawn by fix or

eight doutoxen; and all the timber which was ufed for building or

other purpofes was brought to the pits by them. This was fome

laving of men ; but eight people were dill employed with each car-

riage.

Among the many evils that were daily feen flowing from that date

of diffipation which had found its way into the different fettlements,

it was much to be regretted that two men lod their lives by the hand

of violence. On Tuefday the 9th of July, a feaman belonging to the

Indifpenfable was (hot at Sydney, in the houfe of the mader boat-

builder, by a convict fervant of his $ and on the fame day, at the

Hawkefbury,
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Hawkefbury, John Eenlow, a-fettler, fhot his fervant, a convid. The
latter of thefe unfortunate men lived but a few hours, and the feaman,

after languifhing feverai -days, expired.

Thefe tranfadions were produdive of fome internal regulations

which had long been wanting. Several fettlers, with whofe conduct

the Governor had had but too much caufe to be difpleafed, were at

length deprived of ail affiftance from Government, and left to the ex-

ercife of their own abilities ; and all perfons off the (lores, who of

courfe did not labour for Government, were ordered forthwith to

appear at Sydney, in order to their being muttered and examined re-

lative to their refpedive terms of tranlportation ; when certificates

were to be given to fuch as were regularly difcharged from the com-

miffary's books, and the fettlers were direded not to employ any but

thofe wThich could produce this certificate.

Stock of all denominations was at this period fafl: increafing in

the different diftrids: one officer, who was quitting the colony, fold

to Government a flock of goats, confifting of about one hundred

anima T

s.

The Britannia, which was fitting again for fea, was offered by the

mafter to the Governor, for the purpofe of going dired to England,

if his Excellency mould have any occafion to employ her in fuch a

voyage ; and there being at the time feveral foldiers unfit for fer-

vice, with others whofe engagements with the Crown had expired,

the Governor thought it advifeable to eafe Government at once of

thefe expences, by clofing with Mr. Raven's propofal, and accord-

ingly chartered his (hip for the purpofe of conveying them to Europe.

The natives had of late appeared lefs troublefome than for fome time

paft. The people of a fifhing-boat, which had been caft on more in

bad weather near Port Stephens, met with fome of thefe people, who,

without much entreaty, or any hope of reward, readily put them into

the path from thence to Broken Bay, and conduded them the greateft

part of the way. During their little journey, thefe friendly people

made them underftand that they had feen a white woman among lome

u u natives
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natives to the northward. On their reporting this at Sydney, the un-

fortunate female was conjectured to be Mary Morgan, a prifoner, who
it was now faid had failed in her attempt tt> get on board the Refol'u-

tion ftorefhip, which failed in 1794. There was indeed another wor

man, who ran away a few days after the firft fettling in Sydney,

and whofe fate was not afcertained ; if fhe could have furvived "the

hardfhips and wretchednefs of fuch a life as mud have been her's^dur-

ing fo many years refidence among the natives of New Holland, how
much information muft it have been in her power to afford ! .but hu-

manity fhuddered at the idea of purchafing it at fuch a price.

Early in Auguft John Fenlow was tried for the wilful murder of his

fervant, David Lane. The charge being fully made out, the prifoner

received fentence to die ; and on the following Saturday was executed,

his body being delivered to the furgeons for diffe&ion, purfuant to his

fentence. The night before his execution, he conferled that the mur-

der which he committed had been premeditated. It could fcarcely be

fuppofed, that among the defcription of people of which the lower

clafs was formed in New South Wales, any would have been found

fufficiently curious to have attended the furgeons on fuch an occafion
;

but they had no fooner fignified that a body was ready for infpeclion^

than the hofpital was filled with people, men women and children, to

the number of feveral hundred ; none of whom appeared moved with

pity for his fate, or in the lead degree admonifhed by the fad fpedtacle

before their eyes.

On the 23d of Auguft the Grand Turk arrived from Bofton, after a

paffage of five months from that port. She was loaded with fpirits,

tobacco, wine, foap, iron, linfeed oil, broad-cloth, &c. &c. for the

market of Port Jackfon, Manilla, and Canton.

In September a temporary church was opened at Parramatta. De-

cent places of worihip were now to be feen at the two principal fettle-

ments. At the time when Sydney was vifited by the Spanifh mips

the clergyman preached wherever he could find a fhady fpot. The

prieft belonging to the commodore's ihip, on obferving that there

was
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was not any church built, lifted up his eyes with aftonifliment, and

declared, that had the place been fettled by his nation, a houfe for

God would have been ere&ed before any houfe for man.

The invalids and paffengers who were returning to England in the

Britannia being embarked, that {hip, the Reliance, and the Francis

fchooner, hauled out of the Cove preparatory to their departure. As

a proof that ftock was not at this time falling in its value, one of the

gentlemen fold two Cape cows and one fteer for 189 pounds fterling.

The flock in the colony was of confiderable extent and value, as will

appear by the following account of it which was taken for the purpofe

of being tranfmitted to Government :

Account of live ftock in the poffeffion of Government and the

civil and military officers of the fettlement, on the firft of Septem-

ber, 1796.

Mares 57; cows and cow calves 101; bulls and bull calves 74;
oxen 54; fheep 153 1 ;

goats 1427; hogs 1869.

The wild cattle to the weflward of the river Nepean, were not includ-

ed in this account.

All kinds of poultry were numerous.

The number of acres at the fame time in cultivation, were 5419.

It was fatisfa&ory to thofe gentlemen who were now on the point of

quitting that country (among whom was the Author of this hiftory,

who had been in the fettlement from its eftablifhment, and witnefled

many periods of diftrefs and difficulty) to reflect, that they left it not

only with a profpecl of plenty before it, but with ftores and granaries

abundantly filled at the time. In the houfes of individuals were to be

found moft of the comforts, and not a few of the luxuries of life.

For thefe the ifland was indebted to the communications that it had

had with India, and other parts of the world j and the former years

of famine, toil, and difficulty, were now exchanged for years of plenty,

eafe, and pleafure.

The following ftate of the fettlement was made up to the 31ft of

Auguft 1796:

u u 2 Salt
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Salt provifions and grain in {lore:

To laft at the eftablifhed Ration.

Quality. Weeks. Days.

Beef, - - - - 311
Pork, - - - - - - 44 6

Total of fait meat 76 o

Peafe, 220
Wheat, - - - - 29 1

Maize, 4 1 4
Sugar, - - - - -40

To confume this quantity of food, there were victualled

Perfons.

At Sydney, - - - - 2219

At Parramatta, - 965

At the Hawkefbury, - 454

Making a total of 3638

There were 321 people off the public ftores
;
which, added to the

3638 who were victualled, gave a general total of 3959 perfons in the

different fettlements, of all defcriptions and ages; not including thofe

at Norfolk Ifland, in which fettlement were 889 perfons. To which

add 3959 perfons, in New South Wales, there will be found 4848

perfons under the Britifh government, in New South Wales, and its

dependencies.

A few days previous to the failing of the fhips, information was re-

ceived of a mod inhuman murder having been perpetrated on the body

of a fettler's wife, at the diftricT: of the Ponds. A female neighbour

was accufed by an accomplice of having committed this diabolical act,

for the purpofe of enriching herfelf with the property which me

knew this unfortunate woman had in her houfe. She was imme-

diately apprehended, and fome part of the money found upon her,

which left little doubt but the avenging arm ofjuftice would foon fall

upon her head.
On
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On the 29th his Majefty's fhip Reliance, and the Britannia hired

tranfport, left Port Jackfon. They were to touch at Norfolk Ifland,

for the purpofe of taking on board Lieutenant-Governor King, who,

from a long ftate of ill-health, had found himfelf compelled to apply

for leave to return to England.

The following were the prices of various articles, as they were fold

at Sydney about the time the mips failed, viz.

STOCK.

Cows, 80I.

Horfes, 90I.

Sheep, 7I. 1 os.

Goats, ,L

Turkeys, iL is.

Geefe, il. is.

Fowls, full grown 5s.

Ducks, 5s,

PROVISIONS.

Frefli pork, is. 3d. per lb.

Mutton, 2s.

Goat, is. 6d, per lb.

Kangooroo, 6d.

Filh, 3d.

Eggs, 2s. per dozen.

Salted pork, is. per lb.

Salted beef, 8d. ditto.

Potatoes, 12s. per cwt.

Ditto, 3d. per lb.

Flour, 7|d.

Wheat meal, (fitted) 4I&
Ditto, (unfitted) 3id,

Wheat, 12s. per buQiel.

Barley, 1 os. per bulhel.

Peafe, 7s. ditto.

Maize, 5s. ditto,

Ditto ground, 8s. ditto.

Cheefe, 3s. per lb.

Butter, 3s. ditto.

White-wine vinegar, 6s. pergaL

GROCERIES.

Hyfon tea, il. 4s. per lb.

Coffee, 2s. ditto.

Sugar, (foftj is. ditto.

Soap, 2s. ditto.

Virginia leaf tobacco, 5s. ditto-

Brazil, (roll) 7s. ditto.

Black pepper, 4s. ditto.

Ginger, 3s. ditto.

Pipes, rl. 10s. per grofs.

WINE AND SPIRITS.

Red port, 5s. per bottle.

Madeira, 4s. ditto.

Cape wine, 3s. per bottle-

Rum, 5s. ditto.

Gin, 6s. ditto.

Porter, 2s... ditto.

Beer made at Sydney, is. 6d.

INDIA GOODS.

Long cloth, from 3s. to 6s. per

yard.

Cal-
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Gallicoes, from is. 6d. to 2s. 6d. English goods.

ditto. Black hats, from 15s. to 2L

Muflins, from 7s. to 12s. ditto. Shoes, from 9s. to 13s. per pair.

Nankeen, 10s. per piece. Cotton (lockings, from 6s. to 12s,

Coarfe printed callicoes, il. 5s. do. Writing paper, 6s. per quire.

Silk handkerchiefs, 12s. ditto.

The beer mentioned in the preceding account as being made at

Sydney, was brewed from India corn, properly malted, and bittered

with the leaves and ftalks of the love-apple, (Lycoperficum, a fpecies

of folanum,) or, as it was more commonly called in the fettlement,

the Cape goofeberry ; which was found to fucceed fo well, that a build-

ing proper for the bufinefs was ere&ed by an individual at a confider-

able expence.

At this time the following prices were demanded and paid for

labour and work done at Sydney and the different fettlements, viz.

A carpenter, for a day's work, - £.050
A labourer for ditto, - - 030
For clearing an acre of ground, - 300
For breaking up an acre of ground, - 100
For threfhing a bufhel of wheat, - 010
For reaping an acre of wheat, - 0100
The price of ground was from 12s. to il. an acre.

For making a pair of men's fhoes, - o 3 6

For making a pair of women's fhoes, - 030
For making a coat, - - 060
For making a gown, - - 050
For warning, three-pence for each article was paid ; and the perfon

who warned found foap, &c. 5 if a woman was hired, me had one

{hilling and fix-pence for the day, and her meals.

The want of feveral public buildings in the fettlement has already

been mentioned. To this want muft be added, as abfolutely neceffary

to the well-being and comfort of the fettlers, as well as the profperity

of the colony in general, that of a public ftore, to be opened on a plan,

12 though
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though not exa&ly the fame, yet as liberal as that of the ifland of St.He-

lena; where the Eaft-India Company iflue to their own fervants Euro-

pean and India goods, at 10 per cent, advance on the prime coft. Con-
fidering the immenfe diftance of Port Jackfon from England, a greater

advance would be neceffary ; and the fettlers and others would be well

content, and think it equally liberal to pay 50 per cent, on the prime

coft of all goods fent from England ; for at this time they paid never

lefs than one hundred, and frequently one thoufand per cent, on what ,

they had occafion to purchafe. It might be objected, that Government
would not choofe to open an account, and be concerned in the retail

of goods ; but any individual would find it to his intereft to do this,

particularly if aflifted by Government in the freight, and the inhabi-

tants would gladly prefer the manufactures of their own country, to?

the fweepings of the Indian bazars.

CHAR
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CHAP. XVI.

STATE OF NORFOLK ISLAND. ACCOUNT OF THE NEW ZEALANDERS.—

REMARKS ON THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE NATIVES OF NEW
SOUTH WALES.

1¥7ITH the following particulars relative to the State of Nor-
* * folk Island, at the time the (hips left it, the writer was

favoured by Lieutenant-Governor King.

State of Cultivation.

The Ifland contains about eleven thoufand acres of ground. In the

level parts, where the earth cannot be warned away by the heavy

rains, the foil varies from a rich brown mould to a light red earth,

without any intermixture of fand. Thefe are again varied by fome

extenfive pieces of light black mould and fine gravel, which are found

to produce the beft wheat. The rains which fall during the winter

months warn the mould from the fides of the fteep hills into the bot-

tom, leaving a grey marly fubftance, which will not admit of culti-

vation in that ftate. This, however, is the cafe only among the

very fieep hills that are cleared of timber, and have been four or five

years in cultivation. Thofe of any eafy afcent preferve their depth

of foil, and many of them have borne fix fucceffive crops of wheat.

From the quantity of foil thus warned away from the fides of the fleep

hills into the bottom, (fome of which were only a water-way between

the hills', there were level fpots of ground covered to a great depth

with the richeft mould. Of the eleven thoufand acres of ground in

the ifland, there are not two hundred which might not be cultivated

to the greater! advantage, if cleared of timber, and allowed a fuffi-

ciency of labourers, of cattle, and of ploughs.

The
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The ground cleared of timber for the public ufe, and that marked
out for the fettlers' lots, comprifed one half of the ifland. Molt of
that cleared of timber was under cultivation in 1793 and 1794, and
produced above thirty-four thoufand buftiels of grain ; but from the
fudden and effectual check given to private induftry during the latter

year, and the great proportion of the labourers working for their own
fupport, and otherwife difpofed of, not more than a third of the

government-ground, and a fifth of that belonging to individuals, was
in a ftate of cultivation during the la ft year. That proportion of the

ground fo neglected became over-run with rank and ftrong weeds,

which formed a great cover to the numerous rats ; befide that the in-

jury done to the foil by the growth of thefe weeds was very much to

be deplored. The humane attention, however, fhewn to the wants
of the induftrious individual by Governor Hunter, in directing the

maize bills to be paid, it was hoped, would not only relieve many de-

ferring people, but alfo revive that fpirit of induftry which the fettlers

had in general manifefted.

Cultivation was confined to maize, wheat, potatoes, and other

garden-vegetables. The heat of the climate, occafional droughts, and
blighting winds, rendered wheat an uncertain crop : The harvefts of

maize were conftant, certain, and plentiful ; and two crops were gene-

rally procured in twelve months. The produce of one crop might
be averaged at forty-five bufhels per acre, and many had yielded from
feventy to eighty.

By the ftatement before given it appears, that there were five thou-

fand two hundred and forty-feven acres occupied, of which only one
thoufand five hundred and twenty-eight were cleared of timber : that

there alfo remained five thoufand feven hundred and fifty-three neither

occupied nor cleared, making in the whole nine thoufand four hundred
and feventy-two acres not cleared of timber. If fix thoufand of the

nine thoufand four hundred and feven-two acres not cleared, could be

put under cultivation in addition to the one thoufand five hundred and

twenty-eight already cleared of timber, its produce at one crop only

x x and
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and allowing no more than thirty bufhels of maize to the acre, would

be two hundred and twenty- five thoufand eight hundred and forty

bufhels of grain ; and even this might be doubled, if, as before faid,

there were labourers to procure a fecond crop.

The remaining three thoufand four hundred and feventy-two acres

might be referved for fuel, building timber, and other purpofes.

From thefe data fome calculation may be mode of the number of

people that the ifland might be made to maintain.

The following is a ftatement of the flock belonging to govern-

ment and individuals on the 18th of O&ober 1796.

Cattle, 3 ; female ditto, 3 ;
horfes, 2 j mares, 4; affes, 6 ;

fheep, 170 5

goats, 383 ;
fwine, 4835 \

poultry a very great abundance.

Exclufive of the above Itock, five hundred and ninety-two thoufand

four hundred and eighty pounds of fwine flefti and mutton had been

expended on the ifland and exported from it \ all which were pro-

duced from the following quantity received from November 1 79 1 to*

October 1796. Cattle, one male and two females ; horfes, one male

one female ;
afles, one male and three females \ fheep, twenty-three

;

goats, thirteen ;
fwine, one hundred and fifty-nine.

When the fettlers were informed that payment for the maize lodged

in the ftores in January 1794, coul$ not be made until orders were

received from England, and that no more grain could be received, but

that the purchafe of frefh pork would be continued, the courfe of their

induftry became changed, though the raifing of grain ftill continued

necefTary for rearing their (lock.

Salting pork in the cool months had been fuccefsfully tried; but it

would not anfwer in the fummer* It was intended, that the fwine be-

longing to government which could be killed during the winter fiiould

be faked down, as a fufficiency of fait was making to anfwer that

purpofe.

From thefe refources, it might fairly be prefumed, that, ifno unfore-

feen mortality ftiould attack the flock, the fettlers and other individuals

would be able to continue fupplying the ftores with half the ration of

animal

V
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animal food, and that Government in the courfe of twelve months
might furnifh the other half : And further, that if the induftry of the

fetclers and other individuals were encouraged by their overplus grain

and animal food being purchafed at a fair price, the produce of the

grounds cleared would be more than fufficient for the maintenance of

the prefent inhabitants, three hundred and thirty-feven of whom fup-

ported themfelves without any expence to the crown ; and this might

be further fecured, if cattle and fheep could be fent there, as the for-

mer were much wanted for labour, and the latter for change of food.

It is certain that fheep breed there as wrell as in any part of the world,

and have not as yet been fubjedt to the diflempers common to that

kind of flock. The Bengal ewes yean twice in thirteen months, and
have commonly two, often three, and fometimes four lambs at a

yeaning ; and thefe have increafed fo much by being crofled with the

Cape ram, that a lamb fix weeks old is now as large as one of the old

ewes.

The goats too are extremely prolific, and generally breed thrice in

the year, having commonly from two to four kids at a time.

Any number of fheep and goats, and a large quantity of flock might

be bred in this ifland, as the cleared ground affords the beft of pafhire

for thofe fpecies of flock. But it will be a long time before the pre-

fent flock will be of much ufe, unlefs more are fent.

The want of artificers of all defcriptions, and the fcarcity of labour-

ers at public works, much retarded the conftru&ion of a number
of neceffary buildings. The ifland pofTeffed the beft of flone, lime,

and timber
;
but, unfortunately, there never had been but one mafon

there.

At Cafcade Bay a great advantage had been gained in the conflruc-

tion of a very flrong wharf, at the end of which is a Twinging crane

and capflern. Near this wharf, a large flore-heufe and barracks are

built.

A well-conflruded water-mill has been ere&ed, which grinds twenty

bufhels of wheat a day,

x x 2 The
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The abundance of mill- (tones, and the quantity of wood fit for

millwrights' work, with the convenient fituation of the different

ftreams, will admit of any number of water-mills being ere&ed.

Two well- finished wind-mills had alfo been built by fettlers, which

anfwered extremely well.

Not more than ten fettlers had been able to creel dwellings better

than log-huts, which are neither warm nor durable. Offchools there

were two, viz, one for young children, who were intruded by women
of good character ; and the other kept by a man who taught reading,

writing, and arithmetic. A third inftitution on a permanent footing

was added, for the reception of fuch orphan female children as had

loft or been deferted by their parents.

The number of births at Norfolk Ifland, from November 12, 1791,

to September 31, 1796, amounted to 191, and that of deaths to 137.

State of the Flax Manufactory.

Not more than nine men and nine women can be employed in pre-

paring and manufacturing the flax, which barely keeps them in prac-

tice. There is only one loom on the ifland, and the flay or reed is,

defigned for coarfe canvas ; nor do they pofTefs a fingle tool required

by flax-drefTers or weavers, beyond the poor fubftitutes which they are

obliged to fabricate themfelves. If there were introduced proper flays

or reeds, brufhes, and other articles indifpenfably neceflary for flax-

drefling and weaving, with more people to work the flax, and a greater

number of weavers, this ifland would foon require very little afliftance

in clothing the convicts ; but for the want of thefe neceflary articles,,

the only cloth that can be made is a canvas, fomething finer than No.

7, which is thought to be equally ftrong and durable as that made from

European flax.

This ufeful plant needs no cultivation. An experiment has been

made to cultivate it, and anfwered extremely well 5 but the produce

was not fo much fuperior to that growing in a natural ftate, as to make

it advifable to beftow any pains on its culture.

Before
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Before the arrival of the two New Zealanders, in May 1 793> no ef-

fectual -progrefs. had been made in its manufa&ure ; nor was it without

much entreaty that our vifitors were induced to furnifh the informa-

tion required of them. And indeed, as this work is principally per-

formed by the women in New Zealand, our friends were by no means

competent to give us the full-eft in ftructions
;

fufticient, however,, was

obtained from them to improve upon.

Account of the New Z^alanders*

The New Zealanders mentioned in the preceding account of the

Flax Manufactory, at Norfolk Ifland, remained, as has been already

fhewn, fix months at that fettlement. As they redded at the Lieute-

nant-Governor's, and under his conftant attention, fome information

refpeCting New Zealand and its inhabitants was procured, which

was obligingly communicated by Governor King, in fubftance as

follows :

Hoo doo Co-co-ly To-wa - ma-how- ey was, at the time of his cap-

ture, about twenty-four years of age ; five feet eight inches high ; of

an athletic make ; his features like thofe ofan European, and very in-

terefting. He is of the diftrid of Teer a-witte, which, by the chart

of Too-gee,. the other New Zealander, is a diftrid of the fame name,

but does not lie fo far to the fouthward as the part of Ea-hei-no-mawe,

Called Teer- a witte by Captain Cooke ; for we are certain that Too-
gee's refidence is about the Bay of Illand's ; and they both agreed that

the diftance between their dwellings is only two days* journey by

land, and one day by water. Hoo-doo is nearly related to Po-vo*reek,

who is the principal chief of Teer-a-witte. He had two wives and one

child, about whofe fafety he feemed very apprehendve ; and
1

almoft

every evening, at the clofe of the day, he, as well as Too-gee^ lament-

ed their feparation in a fort of half-crying and half-finging, expreffive

of grief and which was at times very affe&ing.

Too*gee
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Tco-gee Te-ter-re-nu-e Warri-pe-do is of the fame age as Hoo-
doo; but about three inches fhorter ; "he is ftout and well made, and,

like Hoo-doo, of an olive complexion, with ftrong black hair. Both

are tattowed on the hips. Too-gee's features arc rather handfome

and intere'fting; his nofe is aquiline, and he has good teeth. He is a

native of the diftridfc of Ho-do-doe, (which is in Doubtlefs Bay,) of

which diftrid: Too-gee's father is the Etang-a-roah, or high prieft

;

and to that office the fon fucceeds on his father's death. Befide his

father, who is a very old man, he had left a wife and child ; about all

of whom he was very anxious and uneafy, as well as about the

chief, (Moo-de-wy,) whom he reprefented as a very worthy character.

Too-gee had a decided preference to Hoo-doo, both in difpofition

and manners; although the latter was not wanting in a certain degree

of good nature, but he could at times be very much of the favage.

Hoo-doo, like a true patriot, thinks there is no country, people, nor

•cuftoms, equal to his own ; on which account he was much lefs cu-

rious as to what he faw about him than his companion Too-gee,

who has the happy art of infmuating himfelf into every perfon's

efteem. Except at times, when he was lamenting the abfence of his

family and friends, he was ch earful, often facetious, and very intelligent.

At the time they were taken from New Zealand, Too-gee was on

a vifit to Hoo-doo ; and the mode of their capture was thus related

by them. The Daedalus appeared in fight of Hoo-doo's habitation.

Curiofity, and the hope of getting fome iron, induced Povoreek a

chief, Too-gee, and Hoo-doo, with his brother and one of his wives

and the prieft, to approach her ; and after fome time, being joined by
feveral other canoes, that in which were Too-gee and Hoo-doo
ventured alongfide. Lieutenant Hanfon (ofwhofe kindnefs they fpeak

in the higheft terms) invited them on board; and, contrary to the

advice of their friends, they complied with his invitation, when, to

ufe their own expreffion, they were blinded by the curious things

that they faw, and prevailed on to go below, where they ate fome

meat. At this time the fhip made fail. One of them faw the canoes

aftern
;
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aftern ; and when they perceived that the fhip was leaving them,

they became frantic with* grief, and broke the cabin windows

with an intention of leaping overboard,, but were prevented. While

thofe in the canoes- remained within hearing, they advifed Povoreek.

to make the beft of his way home, for fear that he too mould be taken,

lor fome time after their arrival at Norfolk Ifland they were very

fullen, and as anxioufly avoided giving any information refpecting the

Max., as our people endeavoured to obtain it. This was afterwards difco-

vered to have arifen from the apprehension of being obliged to work

at it. By kind treatment*, however, and: indulgence in their own inclina-

tions, they foon:became more foeiable; and, on being promifed that fo

foon as they had taught our women emou-ha-ea-ra-ka-he," (i. e.) to

work the flax, they moulds be fent? home again, they readily confented

to give all. the information they poffefffcd-, and which turned out to be

very little.. This operation was found to be among them. the peculiar

province of the women % and as IToo-doo was a warrior, andi Too-

gee a prieft, they gave the Governor to underlland that drefling

of flax never made any part of their (Indies*

When they began to underftand each other, Too-gee was not only

very inquifrtive refpe&ing England, &c. (the fituation of which, as-

well as that ofNew Zealand, Norfolk Ifland, and Port Jackfon, he well

knew how to find by means of a coloured general chart) ; but was alfo

very communicative refpe&ing his own country. Perceiving that he

was not thoroughly underftood, he delineated a fketch of New Zea*

land with chalk, on* the floor of a room fet a-part for that purpofe.

From a comparifon which Governor King made with Captain Cook's

plan or thofe iflands, a fufficient fimiiitude to the form of the northern

ifland was difcovered, to render this attempt an object: of euriofity;,

and Too-gee was perfuaded to defcribe his delineation on paper.

This being done writh a pencil, corrections and additions were occa^

fionally made by him, and the names of diftri&s and other remarks

were written from his information during the fix months that he re-

mained there. According to Too-gee's chart and information, Ea~

hei-no-mawe,.
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hei-no-mawe, the place of his refidence, and the northern ifland of

New Zealand, is divided into eight diltri&s, governed by their re-

v fpedive chief*, and others who are fubordinate to them. The largeft

of thofe diftrids is T'fouduckey, the inhabitants of which are in an

almoft conftant ftate of warfare with the other tribes. They are not,

however, without intervals of peace, at which times they vifit, and

carry on a traffic for flax and the green talc-ftone, of which they

make axes and ornaments, Too-gee obftinately denied that the

whole of the New Zealanders were cannibals 5 it was not without much

difficulty that he could be perfuaded to enter on the fubjecl:, or to pay

the leaft attention to.it; but when he did, it was to exprefs the

greater! horror at the idea ; he was, however, at laft brought to ac-

knowledge, that all the inhabitants of Poo-nam-moo (i. e. the fouthern

ifland) and thofe of T'fouduckey ate the enemies whom they took

in battle; which Hoo-doo corroborated, for his father was killed

and eaten by the T'fouduckey people. " Notwithstanding the general

probity of our vifitors, particularly of Too-gee, (fays Captain King,) I

am inclined to think that that horrible banquet is general through both

iflands."

We are told, that the inferior claffes are perfectly fubordinate to

their fuperiors ; and fuch was fuppofed to be the cafe from the great

deference always paid by Too-gee to Hoo-doo.

Etang-a-te'da Eti-ket-ti-ca, means a principal chief, or man in very

great authority. This fuperior confequence is fignified by a repeti-

tion of the word eti-ket-ti-ca. This title appears hereditary. Etanga-

roah, or E-ta hon-ga, is a prieft ; whofe authority in many cafes is

equal, and in fome fuperior to the etiketica.

" Etan-ga-teda Epo-di, a fubordinate chief or gentleman."

" Ta-ha-ne Emo-ki, a labouring man."

Refpe&ing the cuftoms and manners of thefe people, the Gover-

nor favoured the writer with the following particulars

:

" The New Zealanders inter their dead
;
they alio believe, that the

third day after the interment the heart feparates itfelffrom the corpfe;

6 and
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and that this feparatkm is announced by a gentle breeze of wind,

which gives warning of its approach to an inferior Ea-tooa (or divi-

nity) that hovers over the grave, and who carries it to the clouds.

In his chart Too-gee has marked an imaginary road which goes the

lengthways of Ea-hei-no-mawe, viz, from Cook's Strait to the North

Cape, which Too-gee calls Terry-inga. While the foul is received

by the good Ea-tooa, an evil fpirit is alfo in readinefs to carry the

impure part of the corpfe to the above road, along which it is carried

to Terry-inga, whence it is precipitated into the fea.

Suicide is very common among the New Zealanders; and this they

often commit by hanging themfelves on the flighted occafion : thus,

a woman who has been beaten by her hufband will perhaps hang her~

felf immediately. In this mode of putting an end to their exiftence,

both our vifitors feemed to be perfect adepts, having often threatened

to hang themfelves, if they were not fent back to their own country.

As thefe threats, however, were ufed in their gloomy moments, they'

were foon laughed out of them.

It could not be difcovered that they had any other divifion of time

than the revolution of the moon, until the number amounted to one

hundred, which they term " Ta-iee E-ton," i. e. one Eton or hun-

dred moons ; and it is thus they count their age, and calculate all

other events.

Hoo-doo and Too-gee both agreed that a great quantity of manu-

factured flax might be obtained for trifles, fuch as axes, chifTels, &c.

;

and faid, that in moft places the flax grows naturally in great quan*

tities ; in other parts it is cultivated by feparating the roots, and

planting them out, three in one hole, at the diftance of a foot from

each other. They gave, however, a decided preference to the flax-

plant of Norfolk Ifland, both for quantity and fize.

" Much other information (fays Governor King) was given by thefe

natives ; but as it may be liable to great errors, I forbear repeating it;

for, though we could make our ideas known, and tolerably well

underftood by them, and they too, by intermixing what Englifh

y y words
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words they knew with what we knew of their language, could make

themfelves fufficiently underftood for common purpofes, yet I do not

pretend to be qualified for details of any length."

It has been already faid, that Governor King went himfelf to New
Zealand with Hoo-doo and Too-gee. The following are his remarks

on his voyage thither

:

" Having rounded the North Cape of New Zealand on the 12th

of November 1793, the fourth day after leaving Norfolk, we faw a

number of houfes and a fmall hippah on an ifland which lies off the

North Cape, and called by Too-gee, Moo de-Moo-too. Soon after,

we opened a very confiderable hippah, or fortified place, fituated on a

high round hill, juft within the cave, whence fix large canoes were

feen coming towards the fhip. As foon as they came within hail, Too-

gee was known by thofe in the canoes, which were foon increafed to

feven, with upwards of twenty men in each. They came alongfide

without any intreaty, and thofe who came on board were much re-

joiced to meet with Too-gee, whofe firft and earnefl inquiries were

after his family and chief. On thofe heads he received the moft

fatisfa&ory intelligence from a woman of the party who was a relar-

tion of his mother. His father and the chief were ftill inconfolabls

for his lofs : It was remarked, that, although there were upwards of a

hundred New Zealanders on board and alongfide, yet Too-gee conr

fined his careffes and converfation to his mother's relation, and one

or two chiefs, who were diftinguimed by the marks (a-mo-ko) on

their faces, and by the refpedful behaviour which was fhewn them

by the emokis (i. e. the working men) who paddled the canoes,, and

who at times were beaten mo ft unmercifully by the chiefs. To
thofe who, by Too-gee's account were epodis (fubaltern chiefs), and

well known to him, I gave fome chiffels, hand-axes, and other arti-

cles equally acceptable. A traffic foon commenced. Pieces of old

iron hoops were given in exchange for abundance of manufactured

flax, cloth, potoo-patoos, fpears, talc ornaments, paddles, fifh-hooks,

and lines. At feven in the evening they left us, and we made fail to

run



OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 347

run for the Bay of Iflands, (which we understood was Too-gee
?

s

refidence,) and from which we were twenty-four leagues diftant.

At nine o'clock a canoe with four men came alongfide, and jumped

on board without any fear. After fupper Too-gee and Hoo-doo

afked the Grangers for the news of their country fmce they had been

taken away. This was complied with by the four ftrangers, who
began a fong, in which each of them took a part, lbmetimes ufing

fierce and favage geftures, and at other times finking their voices,

according to the different paflages or events that they were relating.

Hoo-doo, who was paying great attention to the fubjecl: of their fong,

fuddenly burft into tears, occafioned by an account which they were

giving of the T'fouduckey tribe having made an irruption on Teer-a-

witte, (Hoo-doo's diftricl,) and killed the chief's fon, with thirty warri-

ors. He was too much affe&ed to hear more; but retired into a cor-

ner of the cabin, where he gave vent to his grief, which was only

interrupted by his threats of revenge.

u Owing to calm weather, little progrefs was made during the

night. At day-light on the 13th, a number of canoes were feen

coming from the hippah ; in the largeft of which was thirty-fix men
and a chief, who was {landing up, making fignals with great earneft-

nefs. On his coming alongfide, Too-gee recognized the chief to be

Ko-to-ko ke, who is the etiketica,< or principal chief of the hippah.

The old chief, who appeared to be about feventy years of age, had

not a vifible feature, the whole of his face being tattowed with fpiral

lines. At his coming on board he embraced Too-gee with great

affe&ion. Too-gee then introduced me to him ; and after the cere-

mony of " ahong-i," (i. e. joining nofes) he took off his ah-a-how,

or mantle, and put it on my moulders. I in return gave him a

mantle made of green baize, and decorated with broad arrows.

Soon after, feven other canoes, with upwards of twenty men and wo-
men in each, came alongfide. At Too-gee's defire the poop was
" eta-boo," i. e. all accefs to it by any other than the old chief, for-

•bidden. To wait the event of the calm, or the wind coming from

y y 2 the
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the northward, might have detained the {hip fome days longer.

Could I have reached in four days from leaving Norfolk Ifland the

place where Too-gee lived, I certainly fhould have landed him there;

but that not being the cafe, (as this was the fifth day,) I did not con-

fider myfelf justifiable in detaining the fhip longer than was abfo-

lutely neceflary to land them in a place of fafety, and from which

they might get to their homes.

" Notwithstanding the information which Too-gee had received,,,

and the confidence that he placed in the chief, I felt much anxiety

about our two friends, and expreffed to Too-gee my apprehenfions

that what he had heard might be an invention of Ko-to-ko-ke's and

his people to get them and their effects into their power. To this

Too-gee replied with an honeft confidence, that " etiketica no eteka,"

i. e. a chief never deceives. I then explained to the chief by the

means of Too-gee how much I was interested in their getting to Ho-

do-do; adding, that in three moons I fhould return to Ho-do-do;

and if I found that Too-gee and Hoo-doo were fafe arrived with their

effects, I would then return to Moo-dee When-u-a, and make him

very confiderable prefents, in addition to thofe which I mould now
give him and his people for their trouble in conducting our two

friends to their refidence. I had fo much reafon to be convinced of

the old man's fincerity, that I confidered it injurious to threaten him

with punifhment for failing in his engagement. The only anfwer

Ko-to-ko-ke made was, by putting, both his hands to the fides of his

head,, (making me perform the fame ceremony,) and joining our

nofes ;. in which pofition we remained, I fhould fuppofe, full three

minutes, the old chief muttering what I did not understand. After

this he went through the fame ceremony with our two friends, which,

ended with a dance, when the two latter joined nofes with me, and

faid that Ko-to-ko-ke was now become their father, and would in.

perfon conduct them to Ho-do-do (which: was very faithfully per-

formed).

" While.
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" While I was preparing what I meant to give them, Too-gee (who
I am now convinced was a prieft) had made a circle of the New
Zealanders round him, in the centre of which was the old chief, and

recounted what he had feen during his abfence, At many paflages

they gave a fhout of admiration. Fearing that they doubted his ve-

racity when he told them that he had been only three days from Nor-

folk Iiland, he produced a cabbage, which he a flured them- had been

cut only five days before from my garden. This convincing proof

produced a general fhout of furprife.

"Every thing being now ready for their departure, our two friends

requeued that Ko-to-ko-ke might fee the foldiers exercife and fire.

To this I could have no objection, as the requeft came from them ;;

but took that opportunity of explaining to the chief, that he might

fee, by our treatment of him and his two countrymen, that it was

our wifh and intention to be good neighbours and friends, with all

Ea-hei-no-mawe; adding that thefe weapons were never ufed but:

when we were injured.

" About one hundred and fifty of the New Zealanders were feated

on the larboard fide of the deck, and the detachment paraded on the

oppofite fide.. After going through the manual, and firing three vol-

lies, two great guns were fired, one loaded with a fmgle ball, and the.-

other with grape mot, which furprifed them greatly.

" After this we feparated, Too-gee and Hoo-doo taking an af-

fectionate leave of every perfon on board, and reminding me of my
promife of vifiting them again; when, they faid, they would return^

with me to Norfolk Ifland and take their families.

" The venerable chief, after having taken great pains to pronounce

my name, and made me well acquainted with his, got into his canoe..

0n putting off from the fhip, they were faluted with three cheers,

which they returned as well as they could, by Too-gee's directions.

Two hours after their departure we failed, and, after a pafl'age of five

days from New Zealand, and ten days abfence from Norfolk Illand, h

landed in. the afternoon of the i8th 0

" The.
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" The little intercourfe that I had with the New Zealanders does

not enable me to fay much refpe&ing them, or to form any decifive

opinion of them ; as much of their friendly behaviour in this flight

interview might be owing to our connexion with Too-gee and Hoo-

doo, and their being with us. Thefe two worthy favages (if the

term may be allowed) will, I am confident, ever retain the mod

grateful remembrance of the kindnefs they received on Norfolk Ifland

;

and if the greater part of their countrymen have but a fmall

portion of the amiable difpofition of Too-gee and Hoo-doo, they

certainly are a people between whom and the Englifh colonifts a

good underftanding may with common prudence and precaution be

.cultivated. I regret very much that the fervice on which the Bri-

tannia was ordered did not permit me to detain her longer; as in a

few days, with the help of our two friends, much ufeful information

might have been obtained refpecting the quantity of manufactured

flax that might be procured ; which I think would be of high im-

portance, if better known. The great quantity that was procured, in

exchange for fmall pieces of iron hoop, is a proof, that an abundance

of this valuable article is manufactured among them,"

REMARKS ON THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE
NATIVES OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

The reader of the preceding narrative will have feen, that after

many untoward occurrences, and a considerable lapfe of tirng, that

friendly intercourfe with the natives which had been fo earneftly dc-

fired was at length eftablifhed ; and having never been materially in-

terrupted, thefe remote iflanders have been fhewn living in confider-

able numbers among the inhabitants of Sydney, without fear or re-

ftrain t
;
acquiring their language

;
readily falling in with their man-

ners and cuftoms ;
enjoying the comforts of their clothing, and re-

lifhing the variety of their food. They faw them die in their houfes,

and the places of the deceafed inilantly filled by others, who obferved

5 nothing
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nothing in the fate of their predeceffors to deter them from living as

they had feen them do, and placing the fame entire confidence in

their entertainers which they had done, and which it was the in-

tereft as well as pleafure of thofe to cultivate. They were allow-

ed to be in general their own mafters, and rarely interrupted in any

of their defigns : judging that by fuffering them to live as they had

been ufed to do, an earlier knowledge of their cuftoms and manners

would be attained, than by waiting to acquire their language. On

this principle, whenever they aflembled to dance or to fight before the

houfes, they were never difperfed • but, on the contrary, thefe meet-

ings were attended by all the principal people of the fettlement. This

attention appeared to be agreeable as well as ufeful ; for if any of

them were wounded in the conteft, it was their practice to look for;

one of the Englifh furgeons, in whom they placed entire confidence,,

and (hewed great bravery in the firmnefs with which they bore the

knife and the probe*

By flow degrees both parties began mutually to be pleafed with,

and to underftand each other. Language, indeed, was out of the

queftion ; for at the time of writing this (September 1796,) nothing

but a barbarous mixture of Englifh with the Fort Jackfon dialed was

fpoken by either party ; and it muft be added, that even in this the

natives had the advantage; comprehending, with much greater apt-

nefs than the Englifh could' pretend to, every thing that they heard

them fay. From a pretty clofe obfervation, however, affifted by the

ufe of the barbarous dialed juft mentioned, the following particulars

refpe&ing the natives of New South Wales have been collected.

Government.

The natives about Botany Bay, Port Jackfon, and Broken Bay,

were found living in that ftate of nature which muft have been com-

mon to all men previous to their uniting in fociety, and acknowledg-

ing but one authority. Thefe people are diftributed into families,

the head or fenior of which exacts compliance from the reft. In the

fiarly
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early intercourfe with them (and indeed at a much later period, on

the EngHfh meeting with families to whom they were unknown)

they were always acc'ofted by the perfon who appeared to be the eldeft

of the party; while the women, youths, and children, were kept at a

diftance. The word which in their language fignifies father was ap-

plied to their old men; and when, after fome time, and by clofe ob-

fervation, they perceived the authority with whicli Governor Phillip

commanded, and the obedience which he exacted, they bellowed on

him the diftinguiming appellation of Be~anna, or father. This title

being conferred folely on him (although they perceived the authority

of matters over their fervants) places the true fenfe of the word

beyond a doubt, and proves that to thofe among them who enjoyed

that diiiindion belonged the authority of a chief.

When any of theie went into the town, they were immediately

pointed out by their' companions, or thofe natives who refided in it,

in a whifper, and with an eagernefs of manner which, while it com-

manded the attention of thofe to whom it was directed, impreffed

them likewife with an idea that they were looking at perfons re-

markable for fome fuperior quality even among the favages of New
Holland. Another acceptation of the word Be-anna, however, foon

became evident ; for it was obferved to be frequently applied by chil-

dren to men who were known to have no children. On inquiry,

however, it was underflood, that in cafe a father mould die, the

neareft of kin, or fome deputed friend, would take care of his chil-

dren ; and were by them ftyled Be-anna. Here, if the reader paufes

for a moment, to confider the difference between the general conduct

of our baptifmal fponfors (to whofe duties this cuftom bears much re-

femblance), and the humane practice of thefe uncivilifed people,

will not the comparifon fufFufe his cheek with fomething like fhame,

at feeing the enlightened chriftian fo diftanced, in the race of humanity,

by the untutored favage, who has hitherto been the object of both

his pity and contempt ? But forry is the Hiftorian to recollect, what

as a faithful narrator he is compelled to relate, one particular in their

cufloms
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cufloms that is wholly irreconcilable with the humane duties which

they have prefcribed to therafelves in the above inftance ; duties which

relate only to thofe children who, in the event of lofmg the mother,

could live without her immediate aid. A far different lot is referved

for fuch as are at that time at the bread, or in a date of abfolute help-

leflhefs, as will be feen hereafter.

We have mentioned their being divided into families. Each family

has a particular place of refidence, from which is derived its diftin-

guifhing name. This is formed by adding the monofyllable gal to the

name of the place : thus the fouthern (hore of Botany Bay is called

Gwea, and the people who inhabit it flile themfelves Gweagal. Thofe

who live on the north fhore of Port Jackfon are called Cam- mer-ray-

gal, that part of the harbour being diftinguifhed from others by the

name of Cam mer-ray. Of this lad family, or tribe, the fettlers had

heard Ben-nil-long and other natives fpeak (before they were other-

wife known) as of a very powerful people, who could oblige them to

attend wherever and whenever they directed. They were afterwards

found to be by far the mod numerous tribe yet difcovered. It fo hap-

pened, that they were alio the moil: robuft and mufeular, and that

among them were feveral of the people ftyled Car-rah-dy and Car-

rah-di-gang, of which extraordinary perfonages we lhall have to

fpeak particularly, under the article Superstition.

To the tribe of Cam-me- ray alfo belonged the exclufive and extra-

ordinary privilege of exacting a tooth from the natives of other tribes

inhabiting the fea-coaft, or of all fuch as were within their authority.

The exercife of this privilege places thefe people in a particular point

of view ; and there is no doubt of their decided fuperiority. Many
contefts, or decifions of honour (for fuch there are among them), have

been delayed until the arrival of thefe people; and when they came,

it was impoffible not to obferve the fuperiority and influence which

their number and their mufcular appearance gave them.

Thefe are all the traces that could ever be difcovered among them

of government or fubordination ; and we may imagine the deference

z z which
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which is paid to the tribe of Cam-mer-ray, to be derived wholly from

their fuperiority of numbers ; but this fuperiority they have probably

maintained for a length of time ;
and, indeed, the privilege of demand-

ing a tooth from the young men of other families muft have been of

long {landing, and coeval with the obedience which was paid to them :

hence their fuperiority partakes fornething of the nature of a confti-

tuted authority ; an authority which has the fanclion of cuftom to

plead for its continuance.

Religion.

It has been afferted by an eminent divine*, that no country has

yet been difcovered where fome trace of religion was not to be found.

From every obfervation and inquiry that could be made among thefe

people, they appear an exception to this opinion. It is certain, that they

do not worfhip either fun, moon, or ftar ; that however neceffary fire

may be to them, it is not an object: of adoration ; neither have they

refpect for any particular beaft, bird, or fifth. Nor could any object

ever be difcovered, either fubftantial or imaginary, that impelled them

to the commiflion of good actions, or deterred them from the perpe-

tration of what we deem crimes. There indeed exifted among them

fome idea of a future Mate, but not connected in anywife with religion;

for it had no influence whatever on their lives and actions. On their

being often queftioned as to what became of them after their deceafe,

fome anfwered that they went either on or beyond the great water j

but by far the greater number fignified, that they went to the clouds.

The author converging with Ben-nil-long after his return from Eng-

land, where he had obtained much knowledge of our cuftoms and

manners, wifhing to learn what were his ideas of the place from which

his countrymen came, led him to the fubjecl:, by obferving, that all

the white men at Port Jackfon had come from England, and then

afked him where the black men (or Eora) came from ? He hefitated.

—

D'id they come from any ifland ? His anfwer was, that he knew of

none ; they came from the clouds (alluding, perhaps, to the abori-

* Blair's Sermons, Vol, i. Sermon i.

gines
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gines of the country) ; and when they died, they returned to the clouds

(Boo-row-e). He feemed defirous to make it underfiood that they

afcended in the fhape of little children, firft hovering in the tops and

in the branches of trees ; and mentioned fbmething about eating (in

that ftate) their favourite food, little fillies.

If this idea of the immortality of the foul mould excite a fmile, let

the mocker afk bimfelf, if k be more ridiculous than the belief which

many among us entertain, that at the lad day the various disjointed

bones of men (hall find out each its proper owner, and be re-united
;

the favage here treads clofe upon the footfteps of the Chriftian.

The young natives who refided at Sydney were very defirous of

going to church on Sunday, but knew not for what purpofe any one

attended. They were often feen to take a book, and with much fuc-

cefs imitate the clergyman in his manner (indeed, better or readier

mimics can no where be found], laughing and enjoying the applaufe

which they received.

An account has appeared in a pamphlet, or a newfpaper, of a native

throwing himfelf in the way of a man who was about to moot a crow
;

and the perfon who wrote the account drew an inference, that the

bird was an object of worfhip ; but it can be with confidence af-

firmed, that, fo far from dreading to fee a crow killed, they are very

fond of eating their flefh, and take the following particular method to

enfnare that bird : a native will ftretch himfelf on a rock, as if afleep

in the fun, holding a piece of fifh in his hand ; the bird, be it hawk

©r crow, feeing the prey, and not obferving any motion in the native,

pounces on the fi(h ; and in the inftant of feizing it is caught by the

favage, who foon throws it on the fire, and makes a meal, that, for en-

joyment, might be envied by an epicure.

That they have ideas of a diftin&ion between good and bad, is evi-

dent from their having terms in their language fignificant of thefe

qualities. Thus, the fting-ray was (wee-re) bad; it was a fifh of which

they never ate. The patta- go-rang or kangooroo was (bood-yer-re)

good, and they were very fond of it.

z z 2 To
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To exalt thefe people at all above the brute creation, it is neceffary

to mew that they have the gift of reafon, and that they knew the

diftin&ion between right and wrong, as well as between what food

was good and what was bad. Of thefe latter qualities their fenfes in-

formed them ; but the knowledge of right and wrong eould only pro-

ceed from reafon. It is true, they had no diftin&ion or terms for

thefe qualities; wee-re and bood-yer-re alike implying what was good

and bad, and right and wrong. Inftances, however, were not want-

ing, of their ufing them to defcribe the fenfations of the mind as well

as of the fenfes : thus, their enemies were wee-re ; their friends bood-

yer-re. On being fpoken to, of cannibalifm, they exprefled great

horror at the mention, and laid it was wee re. On feeing any of the

people who had ill-treated them punifhed, they expreffed their appro-

bation, by faying it was bood-yer-re. Midnight murders, though

frequently pracTifed among them whenever pafTion or revenge dictated,

they reprobated, but applauded ads of kindnefs and generofity ; for

of both thefe they were capable. A man who would not (land to have

a fpear thrown at him, but ran away, was a coward, jee-run, and

wee- re. But their knowledge of the difference between right and

wrong certainly never extended beyond their exiftence in this world
;

not leading them to believe that the practice of either had any relation

to their future Mate : this was manifeft from their idea of quitting this

world, or rather of entering the next, in the form of little children,

under which form they would re-appear in this.

Stature and Appearance.

Very few men or women among them could be faid to be tall, and
ftill fewer were well made. At one time a dwarf, a female, appeared

among them, who, when {he flood upright, meafured about four feet

two inches : none of her limbs were difproportioned, nor were her

features unpleafant ; and (he had a child at her back. The other na-

tives feemed to make her an object of their merriment. In general,

indeed almoft univerfally, the limbs of thefe people were final! ; of

mod
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mod of them the arms, legs, and thighs were very thin. This, no

doubt, is owing to the poornefs of their living, which is chiefly on

fim ; otherwife the finenefs of the climate, co-operating with the

exercife which they take, might have rendered them more mufcular.

Thofe who live on the fea-coaft depend entirely on fifh for their fuf-

tenance ; while the few who dwell in the woods fubfift on fuch ani-

mals as they can catch. The very great labour necefiary for taking

thefe animals, and the fcantinefs of the fupply, keep the wood natives

in as poor a condition as their brethren on the coaft. It has been re-

marked, that thefe natives had longer arms and legs than thofe who
lived about Sydney. This might proceed from their being compelled

to climb the trees, after honey, and the fmall animals which, refort to

them, fuch as the flying fquirrel and opoflum, which they efFect by-

cutting with their done hatchets notches in the bark of the tree of a

fufficient depth and fize to receive the ball of the great toe. The firft

notch being cut, the toe is placed in it ; and while the left arm em-
braces the tree, a fecond is cut at a convenient didance to receive the,

other foot. By this method they afcend with adonifhing quicknefs,

always clinging with the left hand and cutting with the right, reding

the whole weight of the body on the ball of either foot. One of the

gum trees was obferved by a party on an excurfion, which was judged

to be about one hundred and thirty feet in height, and which had

been notched by the natives at lead eighty feet.

The features of many of thefe people were far from implead ng,

particularly of the women ; in general, the black bufhy beards of the

men, and the bone or reed which they thrud through the cartilage of

the nofe, tended to give them a difgufting appearance ; but in tfy^

women, that feminine delicacy which is to be found among whi^e

people was to be traced even upon their fable cheeks; and, though

entire Grangers, to the comforts and conveniencies of clothing, yet

they fought with a native modedy to conceal by attitude what the

want of covering would otherwife have revealed : bringing to the

recollection of thofe who obferved them,
' " The bending ftatue which enchants the world,"

though

'
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though it mud be owned, that the refernblance confided folely in the

pofition.

Both fexes ufe the difgufling pra&ice of rubbing fifh oil into

their {kins ; but they are compelled to this as a guard againfl the ef-

fects of the air, and of mufquitoes, and flies ; fome of which are large,

and bite or fling with much feverity. But the oil, together with the

perfpiration from their bodies, produces, in hot weather, a moft hor-

rible flench. Some of them have been feen with the entrails of huh

frying in the burning fun upon their heads, until the oil ran down
over their foreheads. To their hair, by means of the yellow gum,

they fallen the front teeth of the kangooroo, and the jaw-bones of a

large fifh, human teeth, pieces of wood, feathers of birds, the tail of

the dog, and certain bones taken out of a fifh, not unlike human teeth.

The natives who inhabit the fhore of Botany Bay divide the hair into

fmall parcels, each of which they mat together with gum, and form

them into lengths like the thrums of a mop. On particular occafions,

they ornament themfelves with red and white clay, ufing the former

when preparing to fight, the latter for the more peaceful amufement
of dancing. The fafhion of thefe adornments was left to each perfon's

tafle ; and fome, when decorated in their very befl manner, looked

perfectly horrible. Nothing could appear more terrible than a black

and difrnal face, with a large white circle drawn round each eye,

waved lines down each arm, thigh, and leg; fome with checquers

daubed and lines drawn over each rib : thefe prefented mofl fpeclxe-

like fi gures. Previous to either adance or a combat, they were always

found bufily employed in thefe necefTary preliminaries. Both fexes

are ornamented with fears upon the breafl, arms, and back, which
are cut with broken pieces of the fhell that they ufe at the end of the

throwing-flick. By their keeping open thefe incifions, the flefh grows
up between the fides of the wound, and after a time, fkinning over,

forms a large weal or feam.

The women are early fubjected to an uncommon mutilation of the

two firft joints of the little finger of the left hand. This operation is

performed
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performed when they are very young, and is done under an idea that

thefe joints of the little finger are in the way when they wind their

fifhing-lines over the hand. Very few were to be met with who
had not undergone this ceremony, and thefe appeared to be held in

contempt.

The men too were not without their mutilation, mo ft of thole who
lived on the fea-coaft having loft the right front tooth ; but a parti-

cular account of the ceremonies ufed on this occafion will be found

hereafter, under the article Customs and Manners.

Few deformities of perfon were noticed among them ; once or twice

the print of inverted feet have been found on the fand. Round fhoul-

ders or hump-backs were never obferved in any one inftance, yet no

women could be more inattentive to their young than thefe favages ;

frequent inftances occurred of infants rolling into the fire, and being

dreadfully burnt, while their mother flept belide them
; indeed, thefe

people are extremely difficult to awaken when once afleep.

Their fight is peculiarly fine •> indeed, their exiftence very often

depends upon the accuracy of it ; for a fhort-fighted man (a misfor-

tune unknown among them, and not yet introduced by fafhion, nor re-

lieved by the ufe of a glafs) would never be able to defend himfelf

from their fpears, which are thrown with amazing force and ve-

locity.

The colour of thefe people is not in all cafes the fame : fome have

been feen who, even when cleanfed from the fmoke and filth which

were always to be found on their perfons, were nearly as black as the

African negro j while others have exhibited only a copper or Malay
colour. The natural covering of their heads is not wool, as in mod
other black people, but hair ; this was particularly remarked in Ben-
nil-long after his return from England, where fome attention to his

drefs had been paid ; he was found to have long black hair : black,

indeed, was the general colour, though fome few were feen to have it

of a reddifh caft.

Their
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Their nofes are flat, noftrils wide, eyes much funk in the head, and

covered with thick eye-brows ; in addition to which, they wear tied

round the head, a net, the breadth of the forehead, made of the fur

of the opoffum, which, when wifhing to fee very clearly, they draw

over their eye-brows, thereby contracting the light. Their lips are

thick, and the mouth extravagantly wide ; but when opened difcovers

two rows of white, even, and found teeth. Many have very promi-

nent jaws.

Habitations.

Their habitations are as rude as imagination can conceive. The

hut of the woodman is made of the bark of a fingle tree, bent in the

middle, and placed on its two ends on the ground, affording fhelter

to only one miferable tenant. Thefe they never carry about with them.

On the fea coaft the huts were larger, formed of pieces of bark

from feveral trees put together in the form of an oven, with an entrance,

and large enough to hold fix or eight people. Their fire was always

at the mouth of the hut, rather within than without ; and the interior

was in general the moft nafty fmoke- dried place that can be conceived.

Befides thefe bark huts, they made ufe of excavations in the rock. At

the mouths of thefe excavations was noticed a luxuriancy of foil ; and

on turning up the ground, it was found rich with fheils and other ma-

nure. Thefe proved a valuable refource to the fettlement ; as many-

loads of fheils were burnt into lime, while the other parts were wheeled

into the gardens.

In their huts and their caves they lie down indifcriminately

mixed, men, women, and children together ; and appear to poffefs

under them much the fame enjoyment as may be fjppofed to be found

by the brute bead in his den, fhelter from the weather, and, if not dis-

turbed by external enemies, the comfort of fleep.

The extreme foundnefs with which they fleep invites jealoufy, or

revenge for other wrongs, to arm the hand of the aflaffin. Many in-

ftances of this occurred ; one of which was rendered remarkable, by

7 the
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the murderer firft taking a fleeping infant from the arms of the father

whom he was about to deprive of exigence : the child he brought to

Sydney to be taken care of.

Being themfelves fenfible of the danger they were in while afleep,

they eagerly fought to obtain puppies of the fpaniel and terrier breeds

from the fettiers, which they confidered as invaluable guardians during

the night.

Mode of Living.

The natives on the fea-coaft,and who are the moil known, have little

other fupport than fifb Men, women, and children, are employed in

procuring them ; but the means ufed are different according to the fex

of the timer ; the men killing them with the fiz-gig, while the females

ufe the hook and line. The fiz-gig is made of the wattle ; has a joint

in it, fattened by gum ; is from fifteen to twenty feet in length, and

armed with four barbed prongs ; the barb being a piece of bone fecured

by gum.
,

The lines ufed by the women are made by themfelves of the bark of

a fmall tree which they find in the neighbourhood. Their hooks are

made of the mother-of-pearl oyfter, which they rub on a ftone until it

affumes the fhape that they want. Though thefe hooks are not barbed,

they catch fifth with them with great facility.

While fifhing, the women fing. In their canoes, they always carry

a fmall fire laid upon fea-weed or fand, with which, when defirous of

eating, they drefs their meal.

The woods, exclufive of the animals which they occafionally find

in their neighbourhood, afford them but little fuftenance ; a few ber-

ries, the yam and fern-root, the flowers of the different bankfia, and at

times fome honey, make up the whole vegetable catalogue.

The natives who live in the woods, and on the margins of rivers,

are compelled to feek a different fubfiftence, and are driven to a harder

exerdfe of their abilities to procure it ; one inftance of which has been

given in the manner of their climbing the trees : they have, befides,

a laborious method of enfnaring animals.

3 a Thefe
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Thefe wood natives make a pafte formed of the fern-root and the

ant bruifed together; in the fcafon, they alfo add the eggs of this

infect.

Courtship and Marriage.

How will the refined ear of gallantry be wounded at the reading an

account of the courtfhip of thefe people ! It has been faid, that there

was a delicacy vifible in the manners of the females. Is it not mock-

ing then to think, that the prelude to love mould be violence ? yet

fuch it is in their country, and violence of the moft brutal nature.

Thefe unfortunate victims of luft and cruelty (it will admit of no better

term) are, it is believed, always felected from the women of a different

tribe from that of the males, (for they ought not to be dignified with

the title of men,) and with whom they are at enmity. Secrecy is ne-

cefTarily obferved, and the poor wretch is ftolen upon in the abfence

of her protectors. Being firft ftupified with blows, infli&ed with clubs

or wooden fwords, on the head, back, and moulders, every one of
which is followed by a ftream of blood, fhe is then dragged through

the woods by one arm, with a perfeverance and violence that it might
be fuppofed would difplace it from its focket. The lover, or rather

the ravifher, is regardlefs of the ftones or broken pieces of trees

which may lie in his route, being anxious only to convey his prize, in

fafety, to his own party, where a fcene enfues too fhocking to relate.

This outrage is not refented by the relations of the female, who only

retaliate by a fimilar outrage when they find an opportunity. This is

fo conftantly the practice among them, that even the children make it

a play-game or exercife.

The women thus ravifhed become their wives, are incorporated into
the tribes to which their hufbands belong, and but feldom quit them
for others.

Many of the men do not confine themfelves to one woman. Ben-
nil-long, previous to his vifit to England, was poiTefTed of two wives,
both living with him and attending on him wherever he went. One,

5 named
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named Ba-rang-a-roo, lived with him at the time he was feized and

taken a captive to the fettlement ; and before her death he had brought

off from Botany Bay, by the violence before defcribed, Go-roo-bar-

roo-bool-lo; and fhe continued with him until his departure for

England. It was underftood that all the natives on the banks of the

Hawkefbury had two wives ; and indeed, on the whole, more inftances

were known of plurality of wives than of monogamy. In no one

inftance had they been obferved to have children by both women ; and

in general, as might be expected, the two females were always jealous

of, and quarrelling with each other
;
though it was underftood, that

the firfh wife claimed apriority of attachment, and an exclufive right to

the conjugal embrace ; while the fecond or latter choice was compelled

to be the drudge and (lave of both.

Chaftity was a virtue in which, certainly, neither fex prided them-

felves
;
yet the females, having difcovered that the wThite people thought

it fhameful to be feen naked, became, at leaft many of them, extremely

delicate and referved in this refpe£t when before them ; but when in

the prefence of only their own people, they were perfectly indif-

ferent about their appearance.

Customs and Manners.

During the time of parturition thefe people fuffer none but females

to be prefent. War-re-weer, Ben-nil-long's fitter, being taken in la-

bour while in the town, an opportunity offered of obferving them in

that critical juncture ; of which fome of the women, who were fa-

vourites with the girl, were defired to avail themfelves; and from

them were obtained the following particulars :

During her labour one female was employed in pouring cold water

from to time on the abdomen, while another, tying one end of a

fmall line round War-re-weer's neck, with the other end rubbed her

own lips until they bled. She derived no actual afliftance from thofe

about her, the child coming into the world by the fole effort of na-

ture; neither did any one receive it from her; but one of the white

3 A 2 women
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women divided the umbilical cord and warned the child, which the

mother readily permitted, although the other natives ftrongly ob-

jected to it. The poor creature appeared much exhaufted.

Ben-nil-long's wife, a few hours after (he had been delivered of a

child, was feen walking about alone and picking up flicks to mend

her fire. The infant, whofe fkin appeared to have a reddiili carl, was

lying in a piece of foft bark on the ground.

The child thus produced is by the mother carried about for fome

days on a piece of foft bark, and, as foon as it acquires ftrength enough,,

is removed to the moulders, where it fits with its little legs acrofs

her neck; and, taught by neceffity, foon catches hold of her hair to-

preferve itfelf from falling.

The reddifh caft of the ikin foon gives place to the natural hue ; a?

change that is much affifled by the fraoke and dirt in which, from the

moment of their exigence, thefe little wretches are nurtured. The
parents begin early to decorate them after the cuftom of the country

;

for as foon as the hair of the head can be taken hold of, fifh- bones

and teeth of animals are fattened to it with gum. White clay orna-

ments their little limbs ; and the females fufFer the extraordinary am-

putation which they term Mal-gun before they have quitted their feat

on their mother's moulders.

At about a month or fix weeks old the child receives its name.

This is generally taken from fome of the objects conftantly before their

eyes, fuch as a bird, a beaft, or a filh, and is given without any cere-

mony.

From their earlier! infancy the boys are accuftomed to throwing the

fpear, and to the habit of defending themfelves from it. They begin

by throwing reeds at each other, and are foon very expert. They
alfo, from the time when they can run, until prompted by manhood

to realize their fports, amufe themfelves with ftealing the females, and

treat them at this time very little better than they do then.

Between the ages of eight and fixteen, the males and females un-

dergo the operation which they term Gna-noong, viz. that of having

the
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the feptum of the nofe bored, to receive a bone or reed, which among
them is deemed a very great ornament, though the articulation is fre-

quently rendered very imperfect by it. Between the fame years alio

the males receive the qualifications which are given to them by lofing-

one front tooth. This ceremony occurred twice while the Author of

this narrative was in the country ; and at the fecond of thefe opera-

tions he was fo fortunate as to be prefent the whole of the time, at-

tended by a perfon well qualified to make Drawings of every particular

circumftance that occurred.

On the 25th of January 1795, the natives affembled in considerable

numbers for the purpofe of performing this ceremony ; as feveral

youths well known in the fettlement, never having fubmitted to the

operation^ were now to be made men. Pe-mul-wy, a wood native,

and many ftrangers, came in; but the principals in the operation not

being arrived from Cam-mer-ray, the intermediate nights were to be

palfed in dancing ; for which purpofe they were ornamented in their

beft manner, and certainly difplayed a variety of taftes. One was

painted white to the middle, his beard and eyebrows excepted, others

were diftinguifhed by large white circles round the eyes, which ren-

dered them as terrific as can be well imagined. It was not until the

fecond of February that the party was complete. In the evening of

that day the people from Cam-mer-ray arrived, among whom were

thofe who were to perform the operation. They were painted after

the manner of their country, were moftly provided with fhields, and:

all armed with clubs, fpears, and throwing flicks. The place felecled for

this extraordinary exhibition was at the head of Farm Cove, where

a fpace had been for fome days prepared by clearing it of grafs^

Humps,. &c. ; it was an oval figure, the dimenfions of it 27 feet by
eighteen, and was named Yoo-lahng.

When the Author reached the fpot, he found the party from the

North Shore armed, and Handing at one end of it ; at the other were

the boys who were to be given up for the purpofe of lofing each a

tooth,, with their feveral friends who had accompanied them..

The:
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The ceremony then began. The armed party advanced from their

end of the Yoo-lahng, with a fong or rather a fhout peculiar to the

occafion, clattering their fhields and fpears, and raifing a duft with

their feet that nearly obfcured the obje&s around them. On reaching

the children one of the party ftepped from the crowd, and feizing

his vicTirn returned with him to his party, who received him with a

fhout louder than ufual, placing him in the midft, where he feemed

defended by a grove of fpears from any attempts that his friends might

make to refcue him. In this manner the whole were taken out, to the

number of fifteen ; thefe were feated at the upper end of the Yoo-

lahng, each holding down the head ; his hands clafped, and his legs

crofTed under him. In this pofition, aukward and painful as it muft

have been, it was faid they were to remain all night; and, until the

ceremony was concluded, they were neither to look up nor take any

refrefhment whatfoever.

The Carrahdis now began fome of their myftical rites. One of

them fuddenly fell upon the ground, and, throwing himfelf into a

variety of attitudes, accompanied with every gefticulation that could

be extorted by pain, appeared to be at length delivered of a bone,

which was to be ufed in the enfuing ceremony. He was during this

apparently painful procefs encircled by a crowd of natives, who
danced around him, finging vociferoufly, while one or more beat

him on the back until the bone was produced, and he was thereby

freed from his pain.

He had no fooner rifen from the ground exhaufted, drooping, and
bathed in fweat, than another went through the fame ceremonies, and

ended alfo with the production of a bone, with which he had pru-

dently provided himfelf, and concealed it in a girdle that he wore.

By thefe mummeries the boys were allured that the enfuing operation

would be attended with little pain, and that the more thefe Carrahdis

fuffered, the lefs would be felt by them.

It being now perfedly dark, the Author quitted the place, with an

invitation to return early in the morning.

On
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On his repairing to the place foon after day-light, he found the

natives fleeping in fin all "detached parties ; and it was not until the

fun had mown himfelf that any of them began to ftir. The people

of the North Shore flept by themfelves, and the boys, though it had

been faid they were not to move, were lying alio by themfelves. Soon

after fun-rife, the Carrahdis and their party advanced in quick move-

ments towards the Yoo-lahng, one after the other, fhouting as they

entered, and running twice or thrice round it. The boys were then

brought to the Yoo-lahng, hanging their heads and clafping their

hands. On being feated in this manner the ceremonies began, the

principal performers in which appeared to be about twenty in number,

and all of the tribe of Cam-mer-ray.

The exhibitions now performed were numerous and various ; but

ail of them in their tendency pointed toward the boys, and had fome

allufion to the principal acl: of the day, which was to be the conclud-

ing fcene of it. The ceremony will be found pretty accurately repre-

fented in the annexed Engravings (page 374).

Ncx 1.—Reprefents the young men, fifteen in number, feated at

the head of the Yoo-lahng, while thofe who were to be the operators

paraded feveral times round it, running upon their hands and feet,

and imitating the dogs of the country. Their drefs was adapted to this

purpofe ; the wooden fword (luck in the hinder part of the girdle

which they wore round the waift, did not, when they were crawling

on all-fours, look much unlike the tail of the dog curled over his back.

Every time they paffed the place where the poor difmal-looking boys

were feated, they threw up the fand and duft on them with their hands

and their feet. During this ceremony the boys continued perfectly

ftill and filent, never once moving themfelves from the pohtion in

which they were placed, nor feeming in the leaft to notice the ridicu-

lous appearance of the Carrahdis and their affociates.

It was underftood, that by this ceremony power over the dog was

p-iven to them, and that it endowed them with whatever good or bene-

ficial qualities that animal might poffefs.

The
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The dogs of this country are of the jackal fpecies, and are of two

colours ; the one, red with fome white about it ; the other, quite black

:

fome of them are very handfome.

No. 2.—Reprefents the young men feated as before, The fir ft

figure in the plate is a flout robuft native, carrying on his moulders

a pat- ta-go-rang, or kangooroo, made of grafs ; the fecond is carrying a

load of brum wood. The other figures feated about, are fmging, and

beating time to the fleps of the two loaded men, who appeared as if

they were almoft unable to move under the weight of the burthen

which they carried on their moulders. Halting every now and then,

and limping, they at lad depofited their load at the feet of the young

men, and retired from the Yoo-lahng, as if they were exceffively fa-

tigued by what they had done. It mud be noticed, that the man who
carried the brumwood had thru ft one or two flowering fhrubs through

the feptum of the nofe. He exhibited an extraordinary appearance in

the fcene.

By this offering of the dead kangooroo was meant the power that

was now given them of killing that animal \ the brum-wood might re»

pre Tent its haunt.

No. 3,—The boys were left feated at the Yoo-lahng for about an

hour; during which the a.clors went down into a valley near the-

place, where they fitted themfelves with long tails made of grafs, which

they fattened to the hinder part of their girdles, inftead of the fword,

which was laid afide during the fcene. Being equipped, they put

thernfelves in motion as a herd of kangooroos, now jumping along,

then lying down and fcratching thernfelves, as thofe animals do when
balking in the fun. One man beat time to them with a club on a flneld

while two others, armed, attended them all the way, pretending to

{leal upon them unobferyed and fpear them.

This was emblematical of one of their future exercifes, the hunting

of the kangooroo.

The
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The fcene was altogether whimfical and curious ; the valley where
they equipped themfelves was very romantic, and the occafion per-

fectly novel.

No. 4.—On the arrival of this curious party at the Yoo-lahng, it

pafTed by the boys as the herd of Kangooroos ; and then, quickly di-

verting themfelves of their artificial tails, each man caught up a boy,

and placing him on his moulders, carried him off in triumph toward

thclafl fcene of this extraordinary exhibition. It muft be remarked, that

the friends and relations of the young people by no means interfered,

nor attempted to moleft thefe North Shore natives in the execution of

their bufinefs.

No. 5.—After walking a fhort diftance, the boys were let down
from the fhoulders of the men, and placed in a duller, (landing with

their heads inclined on their breafls, and their hands clafped together.

Some of the party now difappeared for above ten minutes, to arrange

the figure of the next fcene. The Author was not admitted to witnefs

this bufinefs, about which they appeared to obferve a greater degree

of myflery and preparation than he had noticed in either of the pre-

ceding ceremonies. He was at length, however, defired to come

forward, when he found the figures as placed in the plate No. 5.

The group on the left are the boys, and thofe who attended them
;

fronting them were feen two men, one feated on the flump of a tree

bearing another man on his moulders, both with their arms extended.

Behind thefe were feen a number of bodies lying with their faces

toward the ground, as clofe to each other as they could lie, and at the

foot of another flump of a tree, on which were placed two other

figures in the fame pofition as the preceding.

As the boys and their attendants approached the firfl of thefe figures,

the men who formed it began to move themfelves from fide to fide,

lolling out their tongues, and flaring as widely and horribly with their

eyes as they poffibly could. After this mummery had continued fome

3 b minutes,
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minutes, the men feparated for them to pafs, and the boys were now-

led over the bodies lying on the ground. Thefe immediately began to

move, writhing as if in agony, and uttering a mournful difmal found,

like very diftant thunder. Having paiTed over thefe bodies, the boys

were placed before the fecond figures, who went through the fame

feries of grimaces as thofe who were feated on the former flump ; after

which the whole moved forward.

A particular name, boo-roo-moo-roong, was given to this fcene
;

but of its import very little could be learned. To the inquiries made

refpe&ing it no anfwer could be obtained, but that it was very good ;

that the boys would now become brave men; that they would fee

well and fight well.

No. 6—At a little di fiance from the preceding fcene the whole

party halted ; the boys were feated by each other, while oppofite

to them were drawn up in a half circle the other party, now armed

with the fpear and fhield. In the centre of this party, with his face

toward them, flood Boo-der-ro, the native who had throughout taken

the principal part in the bufinefs. He held his fhield in one hand,

and a club in the other, with which he gave them, as it were, the

time for their exercife. Striking the fhield with the club, at every

third ftroke the whole party poifed and prefented their fpears at him,

pointing them inwards, and touching the centre of his fhield.

This concluded the ceremonies previous to the operation ; and it ap-

peared fignificant of an exercife which was to form the principal bufi-

nefs of their lives, the ufe of the fpear.

No. 7.—They now commenced their preparations for finking out

the tooth. The firft fubjetT they took was a boy of about ten years of

age ; and he was feated on the moulders of another native, who fat

on the graft, as appears in this Plate.

The
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The bone was now produced, which had been pretended to be

taken from the ftomach of the native the preceding evening; this,

being made very fharp and fine at one end, was ufed for lancing the

gum ; and but for lorne fuch precaution it would have been impoffible

to have extracted the tooth without breaking the jaw-bone. A throw-

ing-flick was now to be cut eight or ten inches from the end; and, to

effed: this, much ceremony was ufed. The ftick was laid upon a

tree, and three attempts to hit it were made before it was (truck. The

wood being very hard, and the inftrument a bad tomahawk, it took

feveral blows to divide it ; but three feints were conftantly made before

each ftroke. When the gum was properly prepared, the operation

began : the fmalleft end of the ftick was applied as high upon the

tooth as the gum would admit of, while the operator flood ready

with a large ftone apparently to drive the tooth down the throat of

his patient. Here their attention to the number three was again ma-

nifeft ; no ftroke was actually made until the operator had thrice at-

tempted to hit the throwing-ftick. They were full ten minutes about

this firft operation, the tooth being, unfortunately for the boy, fixed

very firm in the gum. It was at laft forced out, and the fufferer was

taken to a little diftance, where the gum was clofed by his friends,

who now equipped him in the ftyle that he was to appear in for

fome da^ :. A girdle was tied round his waift, in which was {luck a

wooden fword ; a ligature was put round his head, in which were ftuck

flips of the grafs-gum tree
;
which, being white, had a curious and not

unpleafing effeel:. The left hand was to be placed over the mouth,

which was to be kept (hut ; he was on no account to fpeak ; and for

that day he was not to eat. In like manner were all the others treated,

except one, a pretty boy about eight or nine years of age, who, after

fuffering his gum to be lanced, could not endure the pain of more

than one blow with the ftone, and breaking from them, made his

efcape. During the whole of the operation, the affiftants made the

moil hideous noife in the ears of the patients*, fufficient to diltrad:

* Crying e-wah-e-wah, ga-ga-ga-ga, repeatedly.

3 b 2 their
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their attention, and to drown any cries that they could poffibly have

uttered ; but they made if a point of honour to bear the pain without

a murmur.

Some other peculiarities, however, were obferved. The blood that

iffued from the lacerated gum was not wiped away, but fuffered to

run down the breaft, and fall upon the head of the man on whofe

moulders the patient fat, and whofe name was added to his. This

blood remained dried upon the heads of the men, and breafts of the

boys for feveral days. The boys were alfo termed Ke-bar-ra, a name

which has reference in its conftrucYion to the fingular inftrument

ufed on this occafion, Ke-bah in their language fignifying a rock or

ftone.

No. 8.—This Plate reprefents the young men arranged and fitting

upon the trunk of a tree, as they appeared in the evening after the

operation wras over. The man is Cole-be, who is applying a broiled

fiih to his relation Nan-bar-ray's gum, which had fuffered from the

ftroke more than any of the others.

Suddenly, on a fignal being given, they all darted up, and rufhed

into the town, driving before them men, women, and children, who

were glad to get out of their way. They were now received into the

clafs of men ; were privileged to wield the fpear and the club, and

to oppofe their perfons in combat ; and might now feize fuch females

as they chofe for wives. All this, however, muft be underftood to

import, that by having fubmitted to the operation, having endured

the pain of it without a .murmur, and having loft a front tooth, they

received a qualification which they were to excrcife whenever their

.years and their flrength 'mould be equal to it.

Ben-nil-long's filler, and Da-ring-ha, Cole -be's wife, hearing the

Author exprefs a great deiire to be pofleffed of fome of thefe teeth,

procured three of them for him. They were given with much fecrecy,

and great dread of being obferved, and with an injunction that it

fliould
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fhould never be known that they had made him fuch a prefent, as the

Cam-mer-ray tribe, to whom they were to be given, would not fail to

punifh them for it ; and they added that they mould tell them the
teeth were loft.

One of the boys who had undergone the operation had formerly

lived with the principal furgeon of the fettlement till that gentleman's

departure for England. A female relation of this boy brought his

tooth to the Author, with a requeft that he would fend it to Mr.
White ; thus with gratitude remembering, after the lapfe of fome
years, the attention which that gentleman had fhewn to her relative.

Thefe women urged the Author now to quit the place, as they did

not know what might enfue. He had, indeed, obferved the natives

arming themfelves ; much confufion and hurry was vifible among them,

and the favage appeared to be predominating ; as he retired, the fignal

was given, which animated the boys to the firft exercife of the fpirit

which the bufinefs of the day had infufed into them ; and they rufhed

into the town in the manner before defcribed, every where as they

parTed along fetting the grafs on fire.

Thofe medical gentlemen to whom the teeth were fhewn, declared

that they could not have been better extracted, had the proper inftru-

ment been ufed by the hand of a dentift, inftead of a (lone and piece of

wood in that of a favage.

On a view of all thefe circumftances, we mould not confider this

ceremony in any other light than as a tribute, were we not obliged to

hefitate, by obferving that all the people of Cam-mer-ray, which

were thofe who exa&ed the tooth, were themfelves proofs that they

had fubmitted to the operation, every one of them having loft the

front tooth. Ben-nil-long, in their early acquaintance with him and

his language, told his friends, as they then thought, that a man of the

name of Cam-mer-ra-gal wore all the teeth about his neck. But it

was afterwards found that this term was only the diftinguifhing title

of the tribe which performed the ceremonies incident to the opera-

tion. Ben-nil-long at other times told them, that his own tooth was

bour«
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bour-bil-liey pe-mul, buried in the earth, and that others were thrown

into the fea.

The natives, when fpeaking of the lofs of this tooth, always ufed

the words Yoo-lahng erah-ba-diahng ; but to denote that of any

other, bool-bag-ga was applied. The term Yoo-lahng erah-ba-diahng

mud therefore be confidered as applying folely to this occafion ; it

appears to be compounded of the name given to the fpot where the

principal fcenes take place, and of the mod material qualification that

is derived from the whole ceremony, that of throwing the fpear. This

is conceived to be the import of the word erah-ba-diahng, erah being

a part of the verb to throw, erah, throw you, erailley, throwing.

{See the annexed Engravings.]

Being
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Being thus entered on " the valued file," they quickly affume the

confequence due to the diftin&ion, and as loon as poffible bring their

faculties into action. The procuring of food really feems to be but a

fecondary bufmefs with them ; the management of the fpear and the

fhield, dexterity in throwing the various clubs that they have in ufe

among them, agility in either attacking or defending, and a difplay

of the conftancy with which they endure pain, appearing to rank firft

among their concerns in life. The females too are accuftomed to bear

on their heads the traces of the fuperiority of the males, with which

they dignify them aim oft as foon as they find ftrength in the arm to

imprint the mark. Some of thefe unfortunate beings have been feen

with more fears upon their morn heads, cut in every direction, than

could be well diftinguifhed or counted. The condition of thefe

women is fo wretched, that it is fcarcely poffible for a thinking mind

to forbear, on feeing a female infant, from anticipating its future mi-

feries, and feeling regret that the Almighty difpofer had permitted it

to enter a world where its only portion was to be fufferi ng.

Notwithftanding that they are the mere flaves of men, however, it

has generally been found, in tracing the caufes of their quarrels, that

the women were at the head of them, though in fome cafes remotely.

They mingled in all the contefts of the men ;
and one of thefe, that

was in the beginning attended with fome ceremony, was opened by

a woman. As they had chofen a clear fpot near the town for the

fcene of action, they were numeroufly attended from that place. The

contending parties confifted moftly of thofe natives well known at

Sydney, and fome from the fouth more of Botany Bay, among whom

was Gome-boak, already mentioned. The vifitants repaired to the

fpot an hour before fun-fet, and found them feated oppofite each

other on a level piece of ground between two hills. As a prelude to

the bufmefs the Sydney natives, after having waited fome time, flood

up, and each man ftooping down took water in the hollow of his hand,

(the place juft before them being wet,) which he drank. An elderly

woman, with a cloak on her moulders (made of opoffum fkins very

n neatly
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neatly fewn together), and provided with a club, then advanced from

the oppofite fide, and, uttering much abufive language at the time,

ran up to Cole-he, who was on the right, and gave him a fevere blow

on the head, which with feeming contempt he held out to her for the

purpofe. She went through the fame ceremony with the reft, who
made no refiftance, until fhe came up to Ye-ra ni-be, a very fine boy,

who ftood on the left. He, not admiring the blows that his compa-

nions received, which were followed by blood, flruggled with her
;

and had he not been very a&ive fhe would have ftabbed him with

his own fpear, which (he wrefted from him. The men now advanced,

and gave the lookers-on many opportunities of witneffing the ftrengtlx

and dexterity with which they threw their fpears, and the quicknefs

of fight which was requifite to guard againft them. The contefl:

lafted until dark, wmen throwing the fpear could no longer be ac-

counted fair, and they beat each other with clubs, until they left off

by mutual confent. In this part of the contcft many fevere wounds

were given, and much blood was drawn from the heads of each

party ; but nothing material happened while they had light enough to

guard againft the fpear.

In the exercife of this weapon they are very expert, and have been

feen to ftrike wTith certainty at the diftance of feventy meafured yards.

They are thrown with great force, and where they are barbed are

very formidable inftruments.

The throwing-ftick is about three feet long, with a hook at one

end, and a (hell at the other, fecured by gum ; and this flick remains

in the hand after difcharging the fpear. There are two kinds of them;

one is armed with the fhell of a clam, which they ufe for the fame

purpofes as we do a knife ; the other has a hook, but no fhell, and is

rounded at the end. With this they dig the fern- root and yam out of

the earth. They have a variety of fpears, fome are only pointed, others

have one or more barbs, and fome are armed with pieces of broken

oyfter-fhell. Of fhields they have two forts ; one cut from the bark

of the gum-tree, which is not capable of refilling the fpear like the

other,
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other, which is made of folic! wpod, and hardened by fire ; but it is

not fo much ufed, on account of its great weight. Of clubs they

have feveral forts ; one of which is of very large dimenfions. They

have yet another inftrument, which they call Ta-war-rang. It is

about three feet long, is narrow, but has three fides, in one of which

is the handle, hollowed by fire. The other fides are rudely carved

with curved and waved lines, and it is made ufe of in dancing, being

ftruck upon for this purpofe with a club. Thefe, with a (tone hatchet,

make the whole of their weapons ; in which, it was obferved, each of

the principal tribes had fomething peculiar, by which it was known to

what part of the country they belonged. The fame peculiarity ex-

tended to their fifhing-lines, nets, and even to their dances, fongs, and

dialed:.

The fhedding of blood, among thefe favages, is always followed

by puniftiment ; the party offending being compelled to expofe his

perfon to the fpears of all who choofe to throw at him; for in fuch

punifhments the ties of consanguinity or rriendihip are of no avail.

On the death of a perfon, whether male or female, old or young, the

friends of the deceafed muft be puniihed, as if the death Were occa-

fioned by their neglect. This is fometimes carried farther than can

be reconcilable with humanity, as the following inftance will con-

firm :

A native had been murdered. His widow, being obliged to avenge

his death on fome of the relations of the murderer, and meeting with

a little girl, who was fomeway related to him, took her to a retired

place, where, with a club and a pointed (tone, {he beat her fo cruelly

that fhe was taken to the town almoft dead. In the head were fix or

feven deep incifions, and one ear was divided to the bone, which,

from the nature of the inftrument with which fhe was beaten, had

been greatly injured. The poor child died in a few days. The na-

tives to whom this circumftance was mentioned exprefled no concern

at it, but feemed to think it quite right, neceffary, and inevitable. It

was underftood that whenever women have occafion for this fangui-

3 c nary
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nary revenge, they never exercife it but on their own fex, not daring

to ftrike a male. The little victim of this revenge had, from her quiet

tradable manners, been much beloved in the town
;
and, which is a

lingular trait in the inhumanity of this proceeding, had, from the death

of the man, requefted that his widow might be fed at the officer's hut,

where £he herfelf refided. Savage indeed muft be the cuftora and the

feelings which could arm the hand againft this unoffending child's

life. Her death was not avenged, perhaps becaufe they confidered it

as an expiatory facrifice.

Wat-te-wal, the man who committed the crime for which this little

girl fuffered fo cruelly, efcaped unhurt from the fpears of Ben-nil-long,

Cole-be, and feveral other natives ; and was afterwards received by*

them as ufual, and actually lived with the murdered man's widow
till he was killed in the night by Cole-be, as has been before re-

lated.

It now remains to mow, what followed where the perfon died a na-

tural death.

Bone-da, a very fine youth, died of a cold, which fettling in his

face, terminated in a mortification. It wras underftood that fome blood

muft be fried on the occafion ; and fome weeks after a large party of

natives belonging to different tribes, being affembled at Pan-ner-rong

(which in the language of the country fignifies blood), the fpot which

they had often chofen for their battles, after dancing and feafting over

night, early in the morning, Mo-roo-ber-ra the brother, and Cole-be,

another relation of the dead youth, feized upon a lad named Tar-ra-

bii-long, and with a club each gave him a wound in his head which
laid his fkull bare. The fifter of Bone-da had her fhare in the bloody
rite, pufhing at the guiltlefs boy with a fhort fpear, and leaving him in

fuch a ftate, that the furgeons of the fettlement pronounced, from the

nature of his wounds, that his recovery was rather doubtful. On
being fpoke to about the bufinefs, he faid he did not weep or cry out
like a boy, but, like a man, cried Ki-yah when they ftruck him; that the

perfons who treated him in this unfriendly manner were no longer his

enemies,



OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 379

enemies, but would eat or drink or fit with him as friends. A few days

alter a relation of Bone-da (an old man) received a fevere wound on the

back of his head, given him on account of the boy's deceafe ; neither

youth nor age, kindred nor friendmip, appearing to afford any exemp-

tion from thofe fanguinary cuftoms.

When Ben-nil-long's wife died, many fpears were thrown and feve-

ra! men wounded. Ben-nil-long himfelf had a fevere conteft with

Wil-le-mer-ring, whom he wounded in the thigh, He had fent for

him as a car-rah-dy to attend her when the was ill; but he either could

not or would not obey the fummons. Ben- nil-long had chofen the

time for celebrating thefe funeral games in honour of his deceafed

wife, when a whale-feaft had affembled a large number of natives toge-

ther, among wrhom were feveral people from the northward, who
fpoke a dialect very different from that with which they were ac-

quainted at Port Jackfon.

Some officers, happening once to be prefent in the lower part of the

harbour when a child died, perceived the men immediately retire, and

throw their fpears at one another with much apparent anger, while the

females began their ufual lamentations.

When Ben-nil-long's infant child died, feveral fpears were thrown,

and Ben-nil-long, at the deceafe of her mother, faid repeatedly that he

fhould not be fatisfied until he had facrificed lome one to her manes.

A native having wounded a young woman, the wife of another

man, and me having fome time after exchanged a perilous and trou-

blefome life for the repofe and quiet of the grave, a conteft en-

fued on account of her deceafe ; when the offender was feverely

wounded, and afterwards led to the hofpital by the very man from

whom he received his wound.

A combat, occafioned by a Botany Bay native poffeffing himfelf

of the wife of a Port Jackfon favage, took place, which was at-

tended with more ceremony than ufual. The delinquent arrived,

accompanied by a large party of his own friends, from the fouth

fhore of Botany Bay. Many of his aflbciates in arms were entire

3 c 2 ftrangers
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Grangers at Sydney; but the Yoo-lahng was the place of ren-

dezvous.

At night they all danced, that is to Fay, both parties ; but not mixed

together: one fide waiting until the other had concluded. In the man-

ner of dancing, of announcing themfelves as ready to begin, and alfo

in their fong, there was an evident difference.

The Sydney natives appeared to hare fome apprehenfion of the

event not proving favourable to them; for, perceiving an officer pre-

fent with a gun, one of them ftrenuoufly urged him, if any thing

fkould happen to him, to moot the Botany Bay black fellows. Some

other guns making their appearance, the ftrangers were alarmed and

uneafy, until affured that they were intended merely for the fecurity of

thofe who carried them.

The time for this bufinefs was juft after ten in the forenoon : Car-

ru-ey and Cole-be were feated at one end of the Yoo-lahng, each

armed with a fpear and throwing-ftick, and provided with a fhield.

Here they fat until one of their opponents got up
;
they then alfo rofe,

and put themfelves en garde. Some of the fpears which were thrown

at them they picked up and threw back; and others they returned

with extraordinary violence. The affair was over before two o'clock,

and Iefs mifchief than ufual had been done. It was underftood,

however, that another meeting would take place on the fame oc~

cafion.

In this, as in all contefts among them, the point of honour was ri-

gidly obferved. But fpears were not the only inftruments of warfare

on thefe occafions. They had alfo to combat with words, in which

the women fometimes bore a part. During this latter engagement,

when any very offenfive word met their ears they would fuddenly

place themfelves in the attitude of throwing the fpear, and at times let

it drop on the ground without difcharging : at others, they threw it

with all their ftrength ; but always fcrupuloufly obferving the fituatioa

of the perfon oppofed, and never throwing at him until he covered

himfelf with his fhield. The moil unaccountable trait in this bufinefs
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was, the party thrown at providing his enemy with weapons ; for

they repeatedly, when a fpear flew harmlefs beyond them, picked it

up and flung it carelefsly back to their adverfary. Whether this was

done in contempt, or from a fcarcity of fpears, is uncertain.

This rigid attention to the point of honour, when fairly oppofed to

each other, is difficult to reconcile with their treacherous and midnight

murders.

They have great difficulty in procuring fire, and are therefore fel-

dom without it. The procefs of procuring it is attended with infinite

labour, and is performed by fixing the pointed end of a cylindrical

piece of wood into a hollow made in a plane ; the operator twirling

the round piece fwiftly between both his hands, Aiding them up and

down until fatigued, at which time he is relieved by another of his

companions, who are all feated for this purpofe in a circle, and each

one takes his turn until fire is procured.

Moll of their inftruments are ornamented with rude carved-work,

effected with a piece of broken fhell ; and on the rocks are frequently

to be feen various figures of fifh, clubs, fwords, animals, and branches

of trees, not contemptibly reprefented.

,
Superstition.

Like all other children of ignorance, thefe people are the flaves of

fuperftition.

The car-rah-dys may be termed the high-priefts of fuperftition.

The mare which they had in the tooth-drawing fcene was not the

only inftance that induced this belief. After Cole-be was wounded,

he accompanied Governor Phillip to the banks of the Hawkefbury,

and met with a car-rah-dy, who, with much gefticulation and mum-

mery, pretended to extract the barbs of two fpears from his fide,

which never had been left there, or, if they had, required rather the

aid of the knife than his incantations to extract them ; but his patient

was fatisfied and thought himfelf perfectly cured.

During
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During the time that Booroong, a native girl, lived at Sydney, {he

paid occafional vifits to the lower part of the harbour. From one of

thefe fhe returned extremely ill. On being queftioned as to the caufe,

for none was apparent, fhe faid that the women of Cam-mer-ray had

made water in a path which they knew fhe was to pafs,and it had made

her ill. Thefe women were inimical to her, as fhe belonged to the

Botany Bay diftridt. On her intimating to them that fhe found her-

felf ill, they told her triumphantly what they had done. Not recover-

ing, though bled by a furgeon, fhe underwent an extraordinary and

fuperftitious operation, where the operator fuffers more than the pa-

tient. She was feated. on the ground, with one of the lines worn by

the men paffed round her head once, taking care to fix the knot in the

centre of her forehead ; the remainder of the line was taken by another

girl, who fat at a fin all diftance from her, and with the end of it fretted

her lips until they bled very copioufly
;
Boo-roong imagining all the

time that the blood came from her head, and paffed along the line

until it ran into the girl's mouth. This operation they term be an-

ny, and it is the peculiar province of the women.

Another curious inftance of their fuperftition occurred among f .me

of our people belonging to a boat that was lying wind-bound in the

lower part of the harbour. They had procured fome fhell-fifh, and

during the night were preparing to roaft them, when they were ob-

ferved by one of the natives, who fhook his head, and exclaimed, that

the wind for which they were waiting would not rife if they roafled

the fifh. His argument not preventing the failors from enjoying

their treat, and the wind actually proving foul, they, in their turn,

gave an inftance of their fuperftition by abufmg the native, and attri-

buting to him the foul wind which detained them. On queftioning

the favage refpeding this circumftance, it appeared that they never

broiled fifh by night. Thefe people tell a ftory of a rock falling on
and crufhing fome natives who were whiftling under it ; for which
reafon they make it an invariable rule never to whiftle when beneath

a rock.

Among
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Among their other fuperftitions was one which might be naturally

expected from their ignorance—a belief in fpirits.

Of this belief there were feveral accounts obtained. Ben- nil-long,

during his firft acquaintance at the fettlement, defcribed an apparition

as advancing to a perfon with an uncommon noife, and feizing hold of

him by the throat. It came, he faid, flowly along with its body bent, and

the hands held together in a line with the face, moving on till it feized

the party to whom its vifit was intended. A general idea prevails

among them, that by fieeping at the grave of a deceafed perfon, they

would, from what happened to them there, be freed from all future

apprehenfions refpe&ing apparitions ; for during that awful fleep the

fpirit of the deceafed would vifit them, feize them by the throat, and,

opening them, take out their bowels, which they would replace and
clofe up the wound. They acknowledged that very few chofe to

encounter the darknefs of the night, the folemnity of the grave,

and the vifitation of the fpirit ; but that fuch as were fo hardy

became immediately car-rah-dys, and that all thofe who exercifed

that profeflion had gone through this ceremony.

To the mooting of a flar they attach a great degree of import-

ance. Of thunder and lightning they are alfo much afraid ; but

believe that by chaunting fome particular words, and breathing hard,

they can difpel it.

Diseases.

Thofe natives who live on the fea-coaft, from chiefly feeding on

fifh, are fubjedt to a diforder greatly refembling the itch
;
they term it

Djee-ball djee-ball. It is fometimes very virulent, and renders thofe

afflicted with it extremely loathfome.

In the year 1789 they were vifited by a diforder which raged

among them with all the appearance of the fmall-pox. The number
that it fwept off, by their own accounts, was incredible. A native

who at that time refided at Sydney, on going down to the harbour to

look for his former companions, was defcribed by thofe who witnefled

his
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his emotions as fuffering the extreme of agony. He looked anxi-

oufly into the different coves that they vifited ; not a veftige on the

fand was to be found of human foot; the excavations in the rocks

were filled with putrid bodies of thofe who had fallen victims to the

diforder: not a living per/on was any where to be met with. It

feemed as if, flying from the contagion, they had left the dead to bury

the dead. He lifted up his hands and eyes in filent agony for fome

time ; at length he exclaimed, " All dead ! all dead !" and then hung

his head in mournful filence, which he preferved during the remainder

of their excurfion. Some days after, he learned that the few of his

companions who furvived had fled up the harbour to avoid the pefti-

lence that fo dreadfully raged. This poor fellow's fate has been al-

ready mentioned. He fell a victim to his, own humanity, when feve-

ral of his countrymen were taken to the town covered with eruptions

of the diforder, which had not confined its effects to Port Jackfon
;

for on vifiting Broken Bay the path was in many places covered with

fkeletons, and the fame fpe&acles were to be met with in the hollows

of moft of the rocks of that harbour.

Notwithftanding the town of Sydney was at this time filled with

children, many of whom vifited the natives that were ill of the difor-

der, not one of them caught it, though a North American Indian be-

longing to Captain Ball's veflel died of it.

To this diforder they gave the name of Gal-gal-la : and that it was

the fmall-pox there was fcarcely a doubt ; for the perfon feized with it

was affected exactly as Europeans are who have that diforder ; and on

many that had recovered from it were feen the traces, in fome the ra-

vages on the face.

Whenever they feel a pain, they faften a tight ligature round the

part, thereby flopping the circulation, and eafing the part imme-
diately affected. It has before been mentioned, that they rapidly reco-

ver from their wounds : even a fractured fkull confines them but a

fhort time. That their fkulls fhould be frequently fractured can be

no matter of wonder, when it is recollected that the club feems to be

8 applied
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applied alone to the head. The women who are ftruck with this wea-
pon always fall to the ground; but this feldom happens to the men.

Property.

Their fpears and fhields, their clubs and lines, &c. are their own
property

;
they are manufactured by themfelves, and are the whole of

th eir perfonal eftatel But, ftrange as it may appear, they have alfo

their real eftates. Ben nil-long gave repeated aflurances, that the

ifland Me-mel (known at the fettlement by the name of Goat ifland),

clofe by Sydney Cove, was his own property ; that it had been his

father's, and that he fhould give it to By-gone, his particular friend

and companion. To this little fpot he appeared much attached. He
likewife fpoke of other perfons who pofTeffed this kind of hereditary-

property, which they retained undifturbed.

Dispositions.

They are revengeful, jealous, courageous, and cunning. Their

ftealing on each other in the night for the purpofe of murder rauft not

be imputed to them as a want of bravery ; but as the efFecl: of the dia-

bolical fpirit of revenge which is thus fought, to make furer of its ob-

ject than it could have done if only oppofed man to man in the

field. Their conduct when thus oppofed, the conflancy with which

they endured pain, and the alacrity with which they accepted a fum-

mons to the fight, are furely proofs of their not wanting courage.

They difclaim all idea of any fuperiority that is not perfonal ; for

when Ben-nil-long had a fhield, made of tin and covered with leather,

prefented to him by Governor Phillip, he took it down with him to

the harbour, whence he returned without it, faying that he had loft it;

but, in facT;, it had been taken from him and deftroyed by his coun-

trymen, it being deemed unfair to cover himfelf with fuch a guard.

They might have been honeft before the white people came among

them, not having much to covet from one another ; but from their

3 d new
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new friends they ftole every thing that they could. While they only

pilfered what could gratify their appetites, it was not to be wondered

at; but they would take articles of which they could not poffibly

know the ufe. Early in the fettlement one of them ftcleacafe of in-

ftruments from the pocket of one of the medical gentlemen ; and

could he have been watched to his retreat, there is not a doubt but

he would have been feen to lay his booty upon his head, as an orna-

ment, the place to which at fir ft every thing given to them was

ufually configned.

That they are not ftrangers to the occafional pra&ice of falfehood,

Is apparent from the words truth and falfehood being found in their

language
;

but, independent of this, proofs are not wanting of their

being adepts in the arts of evafion and lying ; and when doubts have

been entertained of fome of their tales, they would with much earneft-

nefs afTert the truth of them ; and when fpeaking of other natives

they have as anxioufly wifhed to prove that they had told nothing

but lies.

Their talent for mimickry is very great. Even the children made
it a favourite diverfion to mimic the peculiarities of thofe whom they

faw, which they did with the happieft fuccefs.

They are fufceptible of friendfhip, and capable of feeling forrow
;

but this latter fenfation they are not in the habit of encouraging long.

At the funeral of a native boy, the father's tears were feen to fall plen-

tifully, though filently, down his fable cheek ; but in a little time

they were dried, and the old man's face indicated nothing but the

lapfe of many years which had pafTed over his head.

With attention and kind treatment, they certainly might be made a

very ferviceable people
; they were frequently employed in the boats

belonging to the fettlement, and were as handy and as ufeful as any
other perfons could have been ; fome of them were likewife engaged

in taking the farmer's ftock into the woods, and never failed to bring

home the right numbers, though they have not any knowledge of nu-

meration beyond three or four.

Their
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Their acquaintance with aftronomy is limited to the names of the

fun and moon, fome few ftars, the Magellanic clouds, and the milky

way. Of the circular form of the earth they have not the fmalleft

idea ; but imagine that the fun returns over their heads during the

night to the quarter whence he begins his courfe in the morning.

As they never make provifion for the morrow, except at a whale-

feaft, they always eat as long as they have any thing left, and when

fatistied, ftretch themfelves out in the fun to fleep, where they remain

until hunger or fome other caufe calls them again into action. The

men frequently indulge a great degree of indolence at the expence of

the women, who are compelled to fit in their canoe, expofed to the

fervour of the mid-day fun, hour after hour, chaunting their little

fong, and inviting the fifh beneath them to take their bait ; for without

a fufficient quantity to make a meal for their tyrants, who are lying

afleep at their eafe, they would meet but a rude reception on their

landing.

Funeral Ceremonies.

The fir ft peculiarity noticeable in their funeral ceremonies is, the

difpofal of their dead : their young people they confign to the grave
;

thofe who have pafied the middle age are burnt. Ben-nil-long burnt

the body of his firft wife Ba-rang-a-roo, who was, at the time of her

deceafe, turned of fifty. The interment of Ba-loo-der-ry, the boy

before mentioned, was accompanied with many ceremonies. From
being one day in perfect health, he was the next taken to the hofpital

extremely ill, and attended by Ben-nil-long, who was found finging

over him, and making ufe of thofe means which ignorance and fuper-

ftition pointed out to him to recover his health. The patient lay ex-
t

tended on the ground, appearing to be in much pain. Ben-nil-long

applied his mouth to thofe parts of the boy's body which he thought

were afFe&ed, breathing ftrongly on them, and finging : at times he

waved over him fome boughs dipped in water, holding one in each

hand, and appearing much interefted for him, On the following

3 d 2 morning
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morning be was vifited by a car-rah-dy, wbo bad come exprefs from

tbe Nortb Shore. This man threw himfelf into various diftortions,

applied his mouth to different parts of his patient's body, and at

length, after appearing to labour much, and to be in great pain, fpit

out a piece of bone (which he had previoufly procured). Here the

farce ended, and the car-rah-dy withdrew to partake of fuch fare as

the friends of the fick lad had to give him. During the night Ba-loo-

der-ry's fever increafed, and he died early in the following morning.

This was immediately notified by a violent clamour among the women
and children ;

and, Ben-nil-long foon after going to Government-

houfe, it was agreed between him and his Excellency that the body

fhould be buried in his garden.

In the afternoon it was depofited in a hut near the fpot, fet apart

for its reception ; feveral natives attending, and the women and chil-

dren lamenting and howling mofi inharmonioufly
; when, without

any provocation, two of the men had a conteft with clubs ; at the

fame time a few blows paffed between fome of the women : fpears

were alfo thrown, but evidently as a part of the ceremony, and not

with intention of doing injury to any one. At the requeft of Ben-

nil-long, a blanket was laid over the corpfe, and Cole-be, his friend,

fat by the body all night, nor could be prevailed on to quit it.

They remained filent till one in the morning, when the women
began to cry, and continued for fome time. At day-light Ben-nil-

long brought his canoe to the place, and, cutting it to a proper length,

the body was placed in it, with a fpear, a fiz-gig, a throwing-flick,

and a line which Ba-loo-der-ry had worn round his waift. Some time

was occupied in adjufling this bufinefs, during which the men were

filent ; but the women, boys, and children, uttered the mo ft difmal

lamentations. The father flood alone, and unemployed, a filent ob-

ferver of all that was doing about his deceafed fon, and a perfect pic-

ture of deep and unaffected forrow. Every thing being ready, the

men and boys all affifted in lifting the canoe with the body from the

ground, and placing it on the heads qf two natives $ fome of the af-

Cftants
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fiftants had tufts of grafs in their hands, which they waved backwards
and forwards under the canoe, while it was lifting from the ground,

as if they were exorcifing fome evil fpirit. As foon as it was fixed on
the heads of the bearers, they fet off, preceded by Ben-nil-long and

another man, both walking with a quick ftep. Mau-go-ran, the father,

attended them, armed with his fpear and throwing-ftick, while Ben-

nil-long or his companion had only tufts of grafs, which, as they

went, they waved about, fometimes turning and facing the corpfe, at

others waving the tufts of grafs among the bufhes. When they

fronted the corpfe, the head of which was carried foremoft, the bear-

ers made a motion with their heads from fide to fide, as if endeavour-

ing to avoid the people who fronted them. After proceeding thus to

fome little diftance, Ben-nil-long's companion turned afide from the

path, and went up to a bum, into which he feemed to look very nar-

rowly, as if fearchmgfor fomething that he could not find, and waving

about the tufts of grafs which lie had in either hand. After this fruit-

lefs fearch, they all turned back, and went on in a fomewhat quicker

pace than before. On their drawing near the fpot where the women
and children were fitting with the other men, the father threw two

fpears towards, but (evidently intentionally) fhort of them. Here Ben-

nil-long took his infant child in his arms and held it up to the corpfe,

the bearers endeavouring to avoid it, as before defcrihed* Be-dia Be-

dia, the brother of the deceafed, a boy of five years of age, was then

called for, but came forward very reluctantly, and was prefented in

the fame manner as the other child. After this they proceeded to the

grave, which had been prepared in the Governor's garden. Twice

they changed the bearer who walked the foremo ft ; but his friend

Collins carried him the whole of the way. Yel-lo-way levelled the

earth, and then ftrewed fome grafs in it ; after which he ftretched

himfelf at his length in the grave, firft on his back and then on his

right fide. Some drums had attended at the requeft of Ben-nil-long,

and two or three marches were beat while the grave was preparing

;

he highly approving, and pointing at the time, firft to the deceafed,

and
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and then to the fides, as if there was fome connection between them

at that moment. On laying the body in the grave, great care was

taken fo to place it, that the fun might look at it as it paffed, the na-

tives cutting down for that purpofe every fhrub that could at all ob-

ftruct the view. He was placed on his right fide, with his head

to the N. W. When the grave was covered in, feveral branches of

fhrubs were placed in a half circle on the fouth-fide of the grave, ex-

tending them from the foot to the head of it. Grafs and boughs were

likewife laid on the top of it, and crowned with a large log of wood.This

log appeared to be placed there for fome particular purpofe ; for, after

(brewing it with grafs, the placer laid himfelf on it at his length for

fome minutes, with his face towards the Iky. Every rite having been

performed, the party retired, fome of the men firft fpeaking in a me-

nacing tone to the women. Cole-be and Wat-te-wal, who feemed

the mod: particular perfons at this ceremony, were painted red and

white over the bread and fhoulders, and diftinguifhed by the title of

Moo-by ; and it was underftood, that while they were fo diftin-

guifhed they were to be very (paring in their meals.

The fpectators were enjoined on no account to mention the name of

the deceafed ; a cuftom which they rigidly attended to themfelves

whenever any one died.

Such were the ceremonies attendant on the interment of Ba-loo-

der-ry. When Ba-rang-a-roo Da-ring-ha, Ben-nil-long's wife, died,

he determined at once to burn her, and requefted the Governor, the

Judge Advocate, and the furgeon, to attend him. He was accom-

panied by his relations and a few others, moftly females.

Collins, the native, prepared the fpot whereon the pile was to be

conftru&ed, by excavating the ground with a ftick, to the depth of

three or four inches ; and on the part fo turned up were firft placed

fmall fticks and light brufh-wood
;

larger pieces were then laid on

each fide of thefe ; and fo on till the pile might be about three feet in

height, the ends and fides of which were thus formed of dry wood,

while the middle of it confifted of fmall twigs and branches, broken

for
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for the purpofe and thrown together. When wood enough had been

procured, fome grafs was fpread over the pile, and the corpfe, covered

with an old blanket, was borne to it, and placed with the head towards

the North. A bafket, with the fifhing apparatus and other fmall fur-

niture of the deceafed, was placed by her fide ; and Ben-nil-long

having laid fome large logs of wood over the body, the pile was

lighted by one of the party. Being conftructed of dry wood, it was

quickly all in a flame, and Ben-nil-long himfelf pointed out to his

Sydney friends a black fmoke which proceeded from the centre of the

pile where the body lay, and fignified that the fire had reached it.

The fpot was abandoned long before the lad billet was confumed, and
Ben-nil-long appeared during the day more cheerful than had been

expected, and fpoke about finding a nurfe from among the white

women to fuckle his child.

The following day he invited the fame party to fee him rake the

allies of his wife together, and they attended him to the fpot unac-

companied by any of his own people. He preceded his companions

in a fort of folemn filence, fpeaking to no one until he had paid Ba-

rang-a-roo the laft duties of a hufband. In his hand he had the fpear

with which he meant to punifh the car-rah-dy for non-attendance on
his wife when Hie was ill, with the end of which he raked the calci-

ned bones and afties together in a heap. Then, laying the fpear upon
the ground, he formed with a piece of bark a tumulus that would have
done credit to a well practifed grave-digger, carefully laying the earth

round, fmoothing every little unevennefs, and paying a fcrupulous at-

tention to the exact proportion of its form. On each fide the tumulus

he placed a log of wood, and on the top of it depofited the piece of

bark with which he had fo carefully effected the conftru&ion. When
all was done, he afiked his friends " if it was good," and appeared plea-

fed when affured that it was fo.

His deportment on the occafion was folemn and manly, and ex-

preffive filence marked his conduct throughout the fcene. The
gentlemen attended him as filently, and with clofe obfervation. He

did
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;did not fu'ffer any thing to divert him from the bufinefs that he had in

hand, nor did he feem to be in the leaft defirous to have it quickly

.difpatched; but paid this laft rite with an attention that did honour to

his feelings as a man, as it feemed the refult of an heart-felt affection

for the object of it, of whofe perfon nothing now remained but a piece

or two of calcined bone. When his melancholy work was ended, he

flood for a few moments with his hands folded over his bofom, and

his eye fixed upon his labours in the attitude of a man in profound

thought. Perhaps in that fhort interval of time many ideas prefented"

themfelves to his imagination. His hands had juft completed the

laft fervice that he could render to a woman, who, no doubt, had been

/ui'eful to him ; one to whom he was certainly attached, and one who
had left him a living pledge of fome moments at leaft of endearment.

Perhaps under the heap which his hands had raifed, and on which

•his eyes were fixed, his imagination traced the form of her whom he

might have fought for, and whom he was now never to behold again.

Perhaps, when turning from the grave of his deeeafed companion,

he directed all his thoughts to the prefervation of the little one that

-fhe had left him ; and when he quitted the fpot, his anxiety might

be directed to the child-,- with the idea that he might one day fee his

Ba-rang-a-reo revive in his little motherlefs Dil-boong.

In conformity to their cuftom of not pronouncing the name of the

deeeafed, two females called Ba-rang-a-roo loft that, and took other

names. One of thefe (Cole-be's wife) furvived her but a Ihort time,

dying of a confumption brought on by iuckling a little girl who was

at her breaft when fhe died. This circumftance led to the knowledge

of a curious but horrid cuftom which obtains among thefe people.

The mother died in the town ; and when fhe was taken to the grave,

her corpfe was carried to the door of every hut and houfe that fhe

had been accuftomed to enter during the latter days of her illnefs, the

bearers prefenting her with the fame ceremonies as were ufed at the

funeral of Ba-loo-der-ry, when the little girl Dil-boong and the boy

Be-dia Be-dia were placed before his corpfe.

3 Whrt
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When the body was laid in the grave, the by-(landers were amazed

to fee the father himfelf place the living child in it with the mother.

Having laid the child down, he threw upon it a large (tone, and the

grave was inflantly filled up by the other natives. The whole bufinefs

was fo momentary, that the vifi tor's had not time or prefence of mind

to prevent it ; and on fpea'king of it to Gole-be, he, fo far from think-

ing it inhuman, juftified the extraordinary acl:, by faying, that as no

woman could be found to nurfe the child, it muft have died a worfe

death than that to which he had put it. From fimilar circumflances

afterwards occurring, there is every reafon to fuppofe that thecuilom

always prevails among them ; and this may in fome degree account

for the thinnefs of population which' has been obferved among the

natives of the country.

The annexed PLATE reprefents the burning of a native who was

killed by a tree falling on him ; the fame ceremonies were performed

on this occafion as have been before related.

* Language.

In giving an account of an unwritten language many difficulties

occur. For things cognizable by the external fenfes, names may be

eafily procured ; but not fo for thofe which depend on action, or ad-

drefs themfelves only to the mind ; for inftance, a fpear was an object-

both vifible and tangible, and a name for it was eafily obtained ; but

the ufe of it went through a number of variations and inflexions,

which it was extremely difficult to afcertain ; indeed the infinitive

mood of any one of their verbs could not be fixed with any degree of

certainty.

Their language is extremely grateful to the ear, being in many in-

fiances exprellive and fonorous. It certainly has no analogy with any

other known language, one or two inflances excepted. The dialect

fpoken by the natives at Sydney not only differs entirely from that

left by Captain Cook of the people with whom he had intercourfe to

the northward (about Endeavour river), but alfo from that fpoken by

3 E rfypfc
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thofe natives who lived at Port Stephens, and to the fouthward of

Botany Bay (about Adventure Bay), as well as on the banks of the

Hawkefbury. People from the northward had been met with, who

could not be exactly underftood by the Sydney natives ; but this is

not fo wonderful, as that people living at the diftance of only fifty or

fixty miles mould call the fun and moon by different names : fuch,

however, was the fact.

A fenfible difference was often remarked on hearing the fame word

founded by two people
;
and, in fact, they have been obferved fome-

times to differ from themfelves, fubftituting the letter b forp, and g for

£, and vice verfa. In their alphabet they have neitherf nor v ; and

fome of their letters would require a new character to afcertain them

precifely. The following are The Words of a Song :

Mang-en-ny-wau-yen-go-nah, bar-ri-boo-lah, bar-re mah.

This they begin at the top of their voices, and continue as long as

they can in one breath, finking to the loweft note, and then rifing

again to the higheft. The words are the names of deceafed perfons.

E-i-ah wan-ge-wah^ chian-go, *wan-de-go : the words of another

fbng, fung in the fame manner as the preceding, and of the fame

meaning.

•"TWifW IIMHf 1"" ~

The foregoing account of the natives of New South Wales, with

their cuftoms and language, might have been much enlarged, had not

the Author chofen to mention only fuch facTs refpecTing which, after

much attention and inquiry, he could fatisfy his mind. That they are

ignorant favages cannot be difputed ; but it is hoped that they do not &

in the foregoing pages, appear to be wholly incapable of becoming

one day civilized and ufeful members of fociety.
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CHAP. XVII.

REGULATIONS AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOVERNOR. A MAN FOUND*

DEAD.—A WOMAN MURDERED. CHARACTER OF THE SETTLERS AT THE

RIVER.—HOUSES NUMBERED AT SYDNEY.—BENNILLONG CLAIMS PRO-

TECTION FROM THE GOVERNOR. WEATHER IN OCTOBER.—TWO VIC-

TUALLERS ARRIVE FROM ENGLAND.—CIVIL APPOINTMENT. A CRIMI-

NAL COURT HELD. EXECUTIONS.—ONE MAN HUNG IN CHAINS. EFFECT

OF THIS UPON THE NATIVES. A GENERAL MUSTER. REGULATIONS.

A NATIVE GIRL MURDERED. WEATHER. THE GOVERNOR VISITS RICH-

MOND HILL. HIS TRANSACTIONS TFIERE. A STACK OF WHEAT BURNT.

THE CLERGYMAN'S ATTENTION TO THE CHILDREN. THE GOVERNOR

GOES TO BOTANY BAY. GEORGE'S RIVER. LIGHTNING AND ITS EFFECTS.

THE NATIVES.—WEATHER.—NUMBER OF MEN NOT VICTUALLED BY GO-

VERNMENT WHO HAD BEEN CONVICTS. AN EXTRAORDINARY THEFT.

COURT OF CRIMINAL JUDICATURE TWICE HELD. ONE MAN SUFFERED

DEATH.—THE NATIVES ATTACK THE SETTLERS.—WEATHER.

rT^HE very flattering reception which the preceding account of the

» Englifh Colony in New South Wales had experienced from a

candid and liberal public, induced the Author to continue his labours

in the character of its hiftorian
;
having been favoured with materials

for the purpofe, on the authenticity of which he could fafely flake

his credit.

In a fettle merit which was {till in a great meafure dependant upon

the mother country for food, it might have been fuppofed that the con-

victs would have endeavoured by their own induftry to have increa-

fed, rather than by robbery and fraud to have lerTened, the means of

their fupport ; but far too many of them were moft incorrigibly flagi-

tious, which determined the Governor to proceed with activity in

rectifying the abufes that had imperceptibly crept into the colony.

According to this plan, he began by arranging the mufter lifts that

had
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had lately been taken ; in which many impofitions were detected, and

the delinquents ordered to labour, after having inflicted on them fuch

punifhments as their refpective offences feemed to demand : by this

circumftance he was enabled to recover at leaft one hundred men for

Government work.

Exclufive of the advantage which attended the recruiting of the

public gangs in this way, another point was eftablifhed by this exa-

mination, the difcovering of feveral who had been victualled from

the Mores beyond the period (eighteen months) which had been fixed,

and confidered by Government as a fufficient time to enable an in-

dubious man to provide for himfelf.

Directing his attention alfo to the morality of the fettlement, a point

which he could not venture to promife himfelf he mould fpeedily

attain, he iffued fome neceffary orders for enforcing attendance on

divine fervice, and had the fatisfaction of feeing the fabbath better

obferved than it had been for fome time paft.

On the 1 6th, fome people who'went to cut wood at the North Shore

found a man's hat, and a large hammer lying by it. One fide of the

hat had apparently been beaten in with the hammer, which was

bloody ; and much blood was alfo found in the hat, as well as about

the fpot where it was difcovered. It was conjectured, that a man
who had been working there with fome carpenter's tools had been

murdered ; and upon its being made known to the Governor, feveral

perfons were fent to fearch for the body, which was found thrown

over the cliff, and near the water fide. The fcull was found beaten in

which had doubtlefs occafioned his death.

This mocking circumftance was followed fhortly after by another

equally atrocious : a murder which was committed by a man on the

perfon of a woman with whom he cohabited. It appeared, that they

had both been intoxicated and had quarrelled on the night preceding

the murder. This made the fifth circumftance of the kind which had

occurred within the laft twelve months ; and fo exceftively abandoned

were
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were the people, that it was fcarcely poffible to obtain fufficient proof

to convict the offender.

From the acceffion of numbers to the public gangs, the different

works in hand at Sydney and Parramatta went rapidly on
; among

thefe, was the erection of a granary, feverity- two feet in length, and

twenty-two in breadth. Boats were likewife fent round to the Hawkef-

bury for various articles, fuch as timber, fhingles, and grain. It has

been fhewn, in the preceding account of this colony, that the farms

upon the fertile banks of that river were fuperior, in point of foil, to

any near the principal fettlement ; and that, had they been in the

hands of good and induftrious characters, they would have produced

abundant crops, and enriched their owners. But every day's expe-

rience evinced, that the people thus fortunately fituated were, un-

luckily, fome of the moil profligate wretches in the colony ; and their

diftance from the immediate feat of Government added much to

the inconvenience. Such of thefe farms as were fituated on the low
grounds wrere often found overflowed after very heavy falls of rain

;

but this circumftance was no way injurious to the farmer, unlefs it

happened when the grain was ripening.

Among other local arrangements which took place, and were ex-

tremely ufeful, muff be reckoned the numbering of the houfes of the

towns of Sydney and Parramatta, and dividing them into portions;

with a principal inhabitant at the head of each divifion, who was
charged with the peace and good order of the diftrict in which he

lived.

Ben-nil-long, who had returned to all the habits of favage life,

claimed the protection of the Governor from the menaces of

feveral of his countrymen, who, he with much agitation informed

him, had affembled in a confiderable body near the brick fields, to

lie in wait for him ; and where, if poffible, they meant to kill him,

he having, as they fufpected, killed a man near Botany Bay. This

he pofitively denied having done, and the Governor difpatched him

to the place, guarded by fome of the military, where he explained to

*7 his
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his countrymen that he had not killed the man in queftion, or any

man ; and that the foldiers were fent with him, to convince them that

the Governor would not fuffer him, his old friend and fellow voyager

(it muft be remembered that Ren-nil-long returned from England with

the Governor), to be ill-treated by them, on any falfe pretence; and

that he was determined to drive every native away from Sydney who
fhould attempt it. This threat had its effect. Mmy of them were

much alarmed when they faw in what manner and by whom Ben-nil-

long was attended ; and to be driven from a place whence they de-

rived fo many comforts, and fo much fhelter in bad weather, would

have been feverely felt by them,

In the firft part of October the weather had been unfavourable; but

about the middle fome fhowers fell very feafonably for the harveft.

November opened with the arrival of the Prince of Wales, victual-

ler, from England. She had failed in company with the Sylph, which

alfo had provifions for the fettlement on board, but which did not

arrive until the 1 7th.

The ufeful regulation of numbering the different houfes in the town

of Sydney, particularly thofe in the occupation of the convicts, was

followed up by another equally ferviceable, which directed the inha-

bitants of each four divifions of the town (for into that number it was

portioned off) to meet, and from among themfelves elect three of the

raoft decent and refpectable characters, who were to be approved by

the Governor, and were to ferve for the enfuing year as watchmen,

for the purpofe of enforcing a proper attention to the good order and

tranquillity of their refpective divifions.

Richard Atkins, Efq. having been directed to officiate as Judge Ad-

vocate of the colony, in the abfence of the gentleman who had filled

that fituation fince the firft eftablifhment of the fettlement, and who
had now proceeded to England, a criminal court was held on the

•23d, when fentence of death was paffed upon eight prifoners who
were capitally convicted

; one, of the murder of the man whofe body

had been found on the north fhore in the laft month, and feven of

robbing
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robbing the public ftore^houfe at Sydney and the fettlement at the

Hawkefbury. Two others were found guilty of manflaughter.

Of thefe miferable people five were executed, purfuant to the fen-

tence of the court. The public juftice of the country being fatisfied,

the Governor extended the hand of mercy to the remaining three

who had been condemned to fuffer, by granting them a conditional

pardon.

The court having ordered that Francis Morgan mould be hung in

chains upon the fmall ifland which is fituated in the middle of the har-

bour, and named by the natives Mat-te-wa-ye, a gibbet was accord-

ingly erected, and he was placed there, exhibiting an .object of much
greater terror to the natives, than to the white people, many of whom
were more inclined to make a je-ft of it ; but to the natives his ap-

pearance was fo frightful—his clothes making in the wind, and the

creaking of his irons, added to their fuperftitious ideas of ghofls (for

thefe children of ignorance imagined that, like a ghoft, this man might

have the power of taking hold of them by the throat\ all rendering

him fuch an alarming object to them, that they never trufted them-

felves near him, nor near the fpot where he hung, which until that time

had ever been with them a favourite place of refort.

On the 1 6th of December, a general mufter of all defcriptions of

people took place over every part of the colony at the fame hour

;

for it had been found, that in muflering one diftrict at a time, a de-

ception had been fuccefsfully pra&ifed, by fome running from one

place to another, and anfwering to their names at each, thereby

drawing provifions from both Mores, having previoufly impofed them-

felves on the refpective ftorekeepers as belonging to their diftrict. This

could not, indeed, have long continued, if the ftorekeepers had been

properly attentive to the directions which they received ; but it was

almoft impoflible to guard againfl: the artful and well contrived decep-

tions which thefe people were conftantly playing off, to impofe upon

propriety, regulation, and good order.

It
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It was obferved with regret, that the favage inhabitauts of the

country, inftead of lofing any part of their native ferocity of manners

by an intercourfe with the Europeans among whom they dwelt,

feemed rather to delight in exhibiting themfelves as monfters of the

greateft cruelty, devoid of reafon, and guided folely by the impulfe of

the worft of paffions : a linking proof of this was given by their

conduct to a little native girl of feven years old, whom they inhumanly

murdered. The father and mother of this poor child belonged to a

party of natives who had committed lb many depredations upon the

fettlers at the Hawkefbury, attended with fuch ads of cruelty, as to

render them extremely formidable : infomuch that it became neceffary

to fend an armed party in purfuit of them. They were foon found, and,

being fired upon, the parents ofthis little female were among thofe who

fell. She was with them at the time, and readily accompanied our

people to the fettlement, where Ihe was received. Being a well-dif-

pofed child, fhe foon became a great favourite at Government-houfe,

where fhe refided. This, and her being a native of the country of

Broken Bay, excited the jealoufy of fome of the natives who lived at

and about Sydney, which rnanifefted itfelf in their putting her to death

in the mo ft cruel manner. The body was found in the woods, fpeared

in feveral places, and with both the arms cut off ; whence it was taken

to Sydney and buried. The Governor was much incenfed at this in-

human act, and, could he have difcovered the offenders, would have fe-

verely punifhed them ; but they had withdrawn into the woods.

The weather during the month had been very bad
; heavy rains

prevailing, with thunder and lightning, and wind ftrong at eaft, which

greatly retarded the getting-in of the harveft.

The Governor, always anxious to promote the good of the fettle-

ment by every means in his power, having determined to vifit at that

feafon the part of it which was lituated on the banks of the Hawkef-

bury, fet off towards the latter end of December, with a party of

officers, by land, to Broken Bay, where they got on board the Colo-

nial fchooner, and continued in her two days, failing up that pleafant

3 F river-



Aot ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [January*

river ; but finding her progrefs too flow, they quitted her for fome

boats which had accompanied them; and by the end of the month
had reached as high up as fome farms which had lately been evacuated

in confequence of the depredations that the owners of them had been

expofed to from the numerous parties of natives. The ground

hereabout was carefully examined, to fee if it would admit fuch a

number of fettlers as might be fufEcient for the purpofe of mutual

protection ; but it was found inadequate to that end, the limits of it

on the banks of the river, where the foil was good-, being much too

narrow.

On the firft of January 1797, the Governor had reached the prin*

cipal fettlement, having occafionally landed to examine into the flats

of the different farms, as well as- to fettle difputes relative to property,

and adjuft differences between the fettlers and their hired fervants.

Having had previous notice, a general mufter of thefe people took

place; when many impositions were found to be ft ill practi fed : after

rectifying which, the Governor reminded feveral of the farmers that

they were confiderably indebted to the public (lore for the feed from
which their prefent abundant crops had been produced, and directed

that a quantity equal to that which they had borrowed mould forth-

with be repaid. This it was abfolucely necelTary to infift upon, as

there were but very few among them who would have been found
with principle fufBcient to have done it of their own accord.

Before the party returned, they afcended Richmond-hill, on the
fummit of which a large fmoke was made at noon ; at the fame time
a fimilar fmoke was made on Profpect-hill, which was very diftinctly
feen, and its bearings taken, to afcertain the relative fituation of the
two hills. This bearing, which was S. 35

0
oo' E. by compafs, gave,

with the latitude obferved on each, the diftance between the two hills

about eighteen miles in a direct line*

By this bearing, mould there be occafion hereafter, a road through
the woods, from the Head of the Hawkefbury, might be cut in the
fhorteft and.moft direct way to Parramatta.
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At the head of this river, and upon the banks of that named the

Nepean, there was known to be a tract of excellent land, as rich as

any on the banks of the Hawkefbury which was then under' cultiva-

tion, and where, at fome future period, a fettlement might be advan-

tageoufly eftablifhed.

The Governor, on reaching Toongabbe, had the mortification of

feeing a (tack containing eight- hundred bufhels of wheat burnt to the

ground, and the country round this place every where in flames:

unfortunately, much wheat belonging to Government was Hacked

there. The fire had broke out in the evening ; the wind was high,

the night extremely dark, and the flames had mounted to the very tops

of the lofty woods that furrounded a field called the Ninety Acres, in

which were feveral flacks of wheat. The appearance was alarming,

and the noife occafioned by the high wind, and the crackling of the

flames among the trees, contributed to render the fcene truly awful.

It became neceffary to make every effort to fave this field and its

contents. The jail-gang, who worked in irons, were called out, and

told, that if the wheat was faved by their exertions, their chains fhould

be knocked off. By providing every man with a large bufh, to beat

off the fire as it approached the grain over the ftubble, keeping up this

attention during the night, and the wind becoming moderate towards

morning, the fire was fortunately kept off; and the promife to the jail-

gang was not forfeited.

Although at this fcafon of the year there were days when, from the

extreme heat of the atmofphere, the leaves of many culinary plants

growing in the gardens were reduced to a powder, yet there was fome

ground for fuppofing that this accident had not arifen from either the

heat of the weather or the fire in the woods. The grain that was

burnt was the property of Government, and the deftru&ion made

room for as many bufhels as fhould be deftroyed, which mud be pur-

chafed from the fettlers who had wheat to fell. If, however, this was

the diabolical work of defigning felfifh villains, they had art enough to

baffle the moft minute inquiry.

3 f 2 On
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On the 19th of the, month the Governor went on an excurfion to

Botany Bay, in order to explore George's River as far up as was prac-

ticable, and to examine the foil upon its banks, which he found to be
ofgood quality, and confiderablc extent. This river, which was obferved
to run in a wefterly direction about twenty-five miles up from Botany
Bay, was, in many parts of its branches, exceedingly pidurefque ; and
navigable for fmall craft, for at lead twenty miles up. Some of its

creeks, or branches, reached within a fmall diftance of Profped
Hill. Between this river and Parramatta, the Governor, on his

return, travelled through a thick bufhy wood, covering an excellent

foil.

Ereding a granary, completing a wind-mill, and repairing the public
roads, formed the principal works daring January; in which the
weather had been mod uncomfortably hot, accompanied with fome
fevere thunder ftorms, during one of which both the fiag-ftaffat the
South Head, and that at the entrance of the Cove, on Point Mafikelyne,
were fhivered to pieces by the lightning. The vaft blazes of fire

which were feen in every diredion, and which were frefhened by every
blaft of wind, added much to the fuffocating heat that prevailed.

The natives excited fome little degree of curiofity by affembling in
the beginning of February at the lower part of the harbour

; whither
thofe belonging to Sydney immediately repaired, for the purpofe, as

it was reported, of meeting them in fight ; but it proved to be nothing
more than the ufual ceremony which a native of Broken Bay un-
derwent, of having feveral fpears thrown at him, for having, as was
faid, killed a perfon belonging to Port Jackfon. He went off un~
hurt, after fuftaining the appearance of much rage and violence from
the friends of the deceafed.

Some heavy rain fell mod feafonably during the latter part of the
month, as it ferved to extinguiih the Mill glowing embers of the vail fires

wThicti had furrounded the place, and which, being Scattered over the
country every dry and windy day, occafioned new and dreadful con-
flagrations*
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It appeared by the books in which were entered the certificates

granted to the convicts who had again become free people, that there

were at this time not lefs than 600 men off the ftore
; forming a vaft"

deduction of labouring people from the public ftrength, and adding a

great many chances againft the fafety of public and private property,

as well as perfonal fecurity.

Among other thefts committed during March was part of the fails

belonging to the mill. Nothing could have more forcibly marked the

inherent depravity of fome of thefe mifcreants ; for this machine was

necefTary to the comfort of thofe very incorrigible vagabonds who
had thus for a time prevented its being of ufe to themfelves or

others. While the Governor was endeavouring to guard againft

the injuries that might be done by thefe depredators, and fuch as thefe,

the fettlers found themfelves obliged to affemble for the purpofe of

repelling the attacks made upon them by the natives. The peo-

ple at the Northern Farm had been repeatedly plundered of their pro-

vifions and cloathing by a large body of lavages, who had alfo

recently killed a man and a woman. Esafperated at fuch cruel

and wanton conduct:, they armed themfelves, and, after purfuing them

a whole night, came up with a party of more than a hundred, who,

on difcovering that their purfuers were armed, fled
;
leaving behind

them a quantity of Indian corn, fome mufket balls, and other things

which they had plundered. They continued to follow, and traced

them as far as the outfkirts of Parramatta. Being fatigued with their

march, they entered the town, and in about an hour after were fol-

lowed by a large body of natives, headed by Pe-mul-wy, a riotous

and troublefome favage. Thefe were known by the fettlers to be the

fame who had fo frequently annoyed them ; and they intended, if

poflible, to feize upon Pe-mul-wy ;
who, in a great rage, threatened to

fpear the firft man that dared to approach him, and actually did throw

a fpear at one of the foldiers. The conflict was now begun ; a mufket

was levelled at the principal, which feverely wounded him.. Many
fpears were then thrown, and one man was ftruck, in the arm

;
upon.

which.-
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*\vhich the fuperior effect of the fire-arms was fhewn them, and five

were inftantly killed. Unpleafant as it was to the Governor, that the

lives of fo many of thefe people fhould have been taken, no other

courfe could poflibly be purfued ; for it was their cuftom, when they

found themfelves more numerous and better armed than the white

people, to demand with infolence whatever they deemed proper
;
and,

if refufed, to have recourfe to murder. This check, it was hoped,

would have a good effect : and Pe-mul-wy, who had received (even

buck-mot in his head and different parts of his body, was taken ex-

tremely ill to the hofpital. This favage was firft known in the fettlement

by the murder of John M'Intire in the year 1790 ; fince which he had

been a moft active enemy to the fettlers, plundering them of their

property, and endangering their perfonal fafety.

During March, upwards of 100 men had been occupied in agricul-

ture at Toongabbe. A wind-mill was to be erected at Parramatta,

where the ftone-mafons and carpenters were preparing the materials.

At Sydney, a gang was employed in making bricks, where were

alfo completing a large granary and a ftrong log-prifon. All the

public brick buildings were likewife undergoing a repair, being crumb-

ling into ruins, as were all the boats belonging to Government : a new
flag-ftafF had likewife been ere&ed at South Head. The weather had

for the greater part of the month been very wet.

CHAR
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chap. mx.

REPORT REVIVED OF A WHITE WOMAN BEING WITH THE NATIVES.—

SOME CIVIL REGULATIONS.—NATIVES BURN A HOUSE.—THE GOVERNOR

GOES ON AN EXCURSION.-—PARTICULARS THEREOF. A VALUABLE TREE

DISCOVERED.—WEATHER.—THE NATIVES AGAIN TROUBLESOME.—THE

SUPPLY ARRIVES FROM THE CAPE. A SHIP WRECKED TO THE SOUTH*

WARD.—PARTICULARS. ASSISTANCE SENT TO THE WRECK. TWO ACCI*

DENTS.—THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND.—THE GANGES AR-

RIVES FROM IRELAND. SOME RUNAWAYS TAKEN.—THE RBLIANCE AR-

RIVES FROM THE CAPE. NEW GAOL FINISHED.-:—THE FRANCIS RETURNS

FROM THE WRECK.—BOAT MISSING. GALE OF WIND.—CATTLE FROM

THE CAPE LANDED,—COAL DISGOVE RED.— NATIVES. BENNILLONG.—
BOAT SEIZED AND CARRIED OFF TO SEA.—MORE COAL FOUND

J AND A

NEW RIVER. THE PEOPLE LEFT BY CAPTAIN BAMPTON AT NEW ZEA-

LAND ARRIVE AT NORFOLK ISLAND. THE DEPTFORD ARRIVES FROM

MADRAS.—EXCURSION TO THE COW PASTURE.—WALK FROM MOUNT TAU-

RUS TO THE SEA COAST. WEATHER. ANOTHER BOAT CARRIED OFF.

—

THE CRIMINAL COURT THRICE ASSEMBLED.—PARTICULARS. NATIVES

VERY TROUBLESOME J
SEIZE A BOAT. AN ATTEMPT TO SEIZE ANOTHER

BOAT FRUSTRATED.—INGRATITUDE.:—AN AMPHIBIOUS ANIMAL DISCO-

VERED. WEATHER.

SOME reports having again been circulated, refpe&ing the fituation

of Mary Morgan, the woman faid to be detained, among the na-

tives to the fouthward of Broken Bay, a boat, with fome people who

had volunteered the fervice, was fent to the north part of that harbour,

where it was faid me had been lately feen with fome of her black

friends. The people were directed, if poffible, to bring her away, un-

lefs (he preferred the life that fhe then led
;
upon which more than

three years' experience would certainly enable her to decide. They

were abfent about tea days, and returned without fuccefs, not even

.

having
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'having heard any thing of her. Though it would be difficult, to ima-

gine to what purpofe the ftory of this woman's exiftence among the

natives had been twice fabricated, yet that it had been a mere fabrica-

tion from the fir ft: was evident.

In confequence of fome complaints which were laid before the Go-
vernor, relative to exorbitant demands made by the public bakers upon

thofe who had occafion to employ them, and of the impofitions pra&ifed

as well in the quality as in the quantity of the bread returned in lieu

of the flour or grain delivered to them ; the Judge Advocate and two

other magiftrates were dire&ed to hold a meeting for the purpofe of

inquiring into the bufmefs, as well as for examining and regulating

the weights and meafures which were at that time in ufe in the

colony. An order was at the fame time iffued, recommending to the

fettlers of every diftricT:, that, as much pains had been taken to eftabiifh,

agreeably to their wifnes, the rate of wages paid for all kinds of labour,

they mould now attend ftri&ly to this regulation. There were reafons

for fufpedling that, notwithstanding the bond which they had entered

into, rigidly to adhere to the regulations which had been eftablifhed

for their benefit, fome among them were fo very deficient in ho-

neft principles as to attempt by various means to evade the regu-

lation, to the great injury of other more induftrious and more

honourable men. In order the more readily to detect a practice

fo fhameful and iniquitous, the Governor judged it requifite to hold

out a reward to thofe who would come forward and give fuch in-

formation as fhould be fufficient to prove the offence, by offering

one-third of the fum forfeited to the informer. The fettlers were

alfo called upon to give information of any labouring man who,
on offering himfelf for hire, fhould refufe to accept the regulated

wages.

The natives at the Hawkefbury were in the month of April again

very troublefome. After plundering one fettler of all that they could

carry away, they burned his dwelling-houfe and a ftack of wheat.

On
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On the 2
1
ft, as much wheat as the public granaries at Sydney,

Parramatta, and the Hawkefbury, could contain, having been receiv-

ed, they were clofed until the month of Auguft following,

Toward the latter end of the month, the Governor, accompanied
by fome gentlemen of the fettlement, fet off from Tarramatta, on an
excurfion, in which he meant to obtain fome knowledge of the ground
between Duck River and George's River, with refped both to its

quality and quantity. This trad was walked over, and much excel-

lent land was found, well provided with frefli water in chains of
large deep ponds. On this ground fome of the marine corps, having
completed their fervice, were defirous of being fettled. Thence the
Governor and his party proceeded down the river, and flopped at a
point near Botany Bay, where they met with feveral parties of natives,

among whom was Pe-mul-wy, who, having perfedly recovered from
his wounds, had efcaped from the hofpital with an iron about his leg.

He few and fpoke with one of the gentlemen of the party
; enquiring

of him if the Governor was angry, and feemed pleafed at being told

that he was not; notwithstanding which, there could be but little

doubt that his favage brutal difpofition would manifeft itfelf whenever
excited by the appearance of an unarmed man.

During the month of April, a tree was for the firft time obferved
growing on the banks of the Hawkefbury, the bark of which, when
foaked in water, and beaten, was found to be as good as hemp for cor-
dage

;
fpinning eafily, and being remarkably ftrong. Th is tree grew

from fifty to feventy feet high
; its diameter was from the fmalleft

fize to a foot, and it appeared to be of quick growth. This was rather
a fortunate difcovery

; for every kind of cordage belonging to the fet-

tlement was wholly expended.

Much rain had fallen during the month ; and on the morning of the
27th a heavy fquall of wind came on, which, for want of proper care

on the part of thofe at the wind-mill, fet it a-going in fo violent a man-
ner, that while flying round with great velocity, a running ftone was

3 g broken
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broken to pieces ; one of which fo feverely wounded the mill-wright

that his life was defpaired of.

Notwithstanding the example which had lately been made of the

natives, they were again exceedingly troublefome to the fettlers,wound-

ing their perfons and deftroying their property. The fettlers in Lane

Cove were fo perpetually alarmed by them, that they collected their

whole force, and, a few foldiers being fent to their afFiftance, went

out in the night ;
when, being dire&ed by their fires to the place where

they lay, they difcovered a large body of natives collected, no doubt

for the purpofe of attacking and plundering the fettlers. Being un-

willing to take any of their lives, a volley of mufketry was fired over

their heads, which fo alarmed them, that they inftantly fled, leaving

behind them their fpears, &c.

It was diftreffmg to obferve, that every endeavour to civilize thefe

people proved ffuitlefs. Although they lived among the inhabitants

of the different fettlements, were kindly treated, fed, and often cloath-

ed, yet they were never found to poffefs the fmalleft degree of grati-

tude for fuch favours. Even Ben-nil-long was as deftitute of this qua-

lity as the moft ignorant of his countrymen. It is an extraordinary

fa£t, that even their children, who had been bred up among the white

people, and who, from being accuftomed to follow their manner of

living, it might have been imagined, would be little difpofed to reliih

the life of their parents, when grown up, have quitted their comfor-

table abodes, females as well as males, and taken to the fame favage

mode of living, where the fupply of food was often precarious, their

comforts unworthy to be called fuch, and their lives perpetually in

danger. As a proof of the little perfonal fafety which they enjoyed,

a young woman, the wife of a man named Ye-ra-ni-be, both ofwhom
had been brought up in the fettlement from their childhood, was cru-

elly murdered at the brick-fields by her hufband, affifted by another

native, Cole-be, who firft beat her dreadfully about the head (the

common mode of chaftifing their women), and then put an end to

her exiftence by driving a fpear through her heart.

When
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When fpoken to, or cenfured, for robbing the maize grounds,

thefe people, to be revenged, were accuftomed to affemble in large

bodies, and burn the houfes of the fettlers if they flood in lonely fitua-

tions, frequently attempting to take their lives
;
yet they were feldom

refufed a little corn when they would afk for it. It was imagined

that they were ftimulated to this deftru&ive conduct by fome run-

away convicts, who were known to be among them at the time of

their committing thefe depredations. In order to get poffeffion of

^hefe perls, a proclamation was iffued, calling on them by name to

furrender themfelves within fourteen days
;
declaring them out-laws

if they refufed ; and requiring the inhabitants, as they valued the

peace and good order of the fettlement, and their own fecurity, to

affifl in apprehending and bringing them to juftice. The Governor

alfo fignified his determination, if any of the natives were taken in the

ac"t of robbing the fettlers, to hang them in chains near the fpot as an

example to others. Could it have been forefeen, that this was their

natural temper, it would have been vvifer to have kept them at a dis-

tance, and in fear ; which might have been effected without fo much

of that feverity which their conducl: had fometimes caufed to be exer-

cifed toward them. But the kindnefs which had been fhewn them, and

the familiar intercourfe with the white people in which they had been

indulged, tended only to make them acquainted with thole concerns

in which they were the mod vulnerable, and brought on all the evils

that they fuffered from them.

On the 1 6th, his Majefty's fhip Supply arrived from the Cape of

Good Hope. She had met with much bad weather on her paflage,

and, being exceedingly infirm, her pumps had been kept conftantly

at work. This fhip brought 31 cows, 5 mares, and 27 ewe fheep-j

all of which were in good health : 8 cows, 2 bulls, and 1 3 fheep, had

died.

On the following morning, a boat which had been fifhing to the

fouthward of Botany Bay brought up to the fettlement three perfons,

late belonging to a fhip called the Sydney Cove, which had failed from

302 Bengal
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Bengal with a cargo for Port Jackfon upon fpeculation. The Gover-

nor was informed by the fupercargo (one of the three who had ar-

rived), that the fhip had fprung a dangerous leak before fhe had

rounded the South Gape, which, as foon as they had got to the eaft-

ward of the fouthern part of the coaft, increafed to fo great a degree,

as to render it abfolutely neceffary to haul in for land ; which they

reached but juft in time to ground the fhip when fhe was dropping

from under them, having a&ually funk down to the fore channels

when they ran her upon the ground, which they did on an iOand in

lat. 40
0

37' fouth. They met with this misfortune in the middle of

February ; foon after wThich a certain number of them refolved to at-

tempt reaching Port Jackfon in the fhip's long-boat, leaving the com-

mander and about thirty people to ftay by the wreck. The boat being

prepared, feventeen people embarked in her, and failed
; but, meeting

with much bad weather, they wTere again wrecked, being driven on

fhore on the coaft near Point Hicks. Here they all landed, and en-

deavoured to travel northward, but dropped one by one, and loft

each other daily, until the number was reduced to five, the three who
had arrived (the fupercargo, a failor, and a lafcar), the firft mate of

the fhip, who had undertaken the navigation of the long boat, and

the carpenter. Thefe two, from exceflive fatigue, had been unable

to proceed any further, and had flopped the day before their com-

panions in this miferable journey had been taken up by the fifhing-

boat.

To fearch for thefe unfortunate people, a whale boat was difpatched

the following day, properly provided with fuch comforts as were ne-

ceffary for perfons in their weak and wretched condition. They pro-

ceeded to the fpot pointed out by Mr. Clarke, the fupercargo, as that

where they had loft fight of their companions ; but after the moft

anxious endeavours could difcover only fome trifling articles, which

were known to have been in their poffeflion; and thefe being bloody,

it was conje&ured that they had been killed in their very helplefs con-

dition by the natives, whom, in the courfe of their long march, they

had
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had found frequently very kind, and at other times extremely favage.

To add to the probability of this having been their end, Mr, Clarke

mentioned the morofe, unfeeling difpofition of the carpenter, who

often, when fome friendly natives had prefented him with a few fifh,

growled that they had not given him all, and infifted, that becaufe they

were black fellows, it would be right to take it by force. By fome

illiberal and intemperate act of this nature, there was much reafon to

believe he had brought on himfelf and his ill-fated companion, the

mate (a man caft in a gentler mould), a painful and premature death.

Mr. Clarke, and the two other people who arrived with him, were

very much exhaufted, and could not probably have borne up much

longer againft the toil that attends travelling in fuch a country, as the

unfettled part of New Holland every where prefents. All poffible at-

tention, however, being paid to their fituation, they quickly recovered

their ftrength and fpirits.

Several inftances have already been given of the danger and diffi-

culty that attended travelling through the woods- j in which many

people have either wandered till they died, or have been aflaffinated

by the natives. Every caution that humanity could fuggeft had been

given ;
yet even at this advanced period of the fettlement an inftance

occurred which proved to how little purpofe. A foldier, who had

taken his pafiage in a boat to go to the Hawkefbury, prevailed on the

crew to land him on the fouth fhore of Broken Bay, intending to pro-

ceed to the fettlement by land ; but which he was never able to accom-

plifh. Several parties were fent in fearch of him, but they returned

unfuccefsful, and no doubt could be entertained of his end having been

truly deporable ; as was that of a very fine girl of ten years of age,

who about the fame time was burnt to death by a ftubble field having

taken fire while {he was in the midft of it. The flames were fo rapid,

that (he was unable to efcape from them, and perifhed in the moft ex-

traordinary and terrible manner.

On the 27th of May, the ihip Britannia anchored between the heads

from Ireland, having on board 150 male and 50 female convicts from

that
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that kingdom, with an officer and 25 recruits for the New South

Wales corps. On the fame day the colonial Schooner, and a long

boat, failed to the fouthward, to bring away the remainder of the (hip's

company belonging to the unfortunate Sydney Cove.

The want of cordage has been already mentioned. The fettlement

was likewife fo much diftreiTed for canvas, that the largeft and beft

boat in it was ufelefs from the want of fails.

Very little rain had fallen during May.

On the 2d of June, the Ganges arrived from Ireland, with convids

from that kingdom, and a detachment of recruits for the New South

Wales corps. Thefe convicts appeared in much better health than

thofe lately arrived in the Britannia; indeed, the latter complained fo

much of having been ill treated during the paflage, that the Gover-

nor thought it right to inftitute an enquiry into their complaints
;

when it appeared that they had been deferving of punimment, but

that it had been adminiftered with too much feverity, in the opinion

even of the furgeon who was prefent. As thefe punifhments had

been infli&ed by the direction of the mafter, without confulting any

of the officers on board as to the meafure of them, he was highly cen-

fured, as was alfo the furgeon, who could ftand by and fee them in-

Aided without remonftrating with the mafter ; which he declined

becaufe he had not been confulted by him.

"Quis talia fando, temperct a lacrymis."

Early in June the Governor vifited the fettlement at Parramatta,

for the purpofe of examining that part of the country which he de-

figned to cultivate on the public account ; and to obferve how the

convicts who had lately arrived, the major part of whom had been fent

thither, were provided for. The cattle which had been landed from

the Supply had been alfo fent thither, and were, with the government

ftock at Toongabbe, thriving exceedingly.

The ground that it was propofed to clear on the public account was

not more than two miles and a half from Parramatta, and moft ad-

vantageousy
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vantageoufiy fituated in point of frefli water, having a chain of large

and excellent ponds in its vicinity. The fpot was marked out by the

deputy furveyor whereon to erecl the necefTary buildings ; and the

whole was named Portland Place.

In confequence of the proclamation which had been iflued, one of

the run-away convi&s delivered himfelf up, and another was taken ;

they appeared to be half ftarved
; yet their fufferings were not fuffi-

cient to prevent fimilar defertions by others, nor a repetition of the

offence in themfelves ; fuch was the ftrong averfion which thefe worth-

lefs characters had to any thing that bore the name of work. More
labour would have been performed by one hundred free people from

any part of England or Scotland, than had at any time been derived

from three hundred of thefe, with all the attention that could be paid

to them. Had two hundred families of decent labouring farmers been

fent out as fettlers a few years fince, and had a few convicts to aflift

them been placed wholly under their dire&ion and authority, the

cultivation would have been much further advanced
; and, in point of

provifions, thofe families would have been living in luxury. More
grain than could be confumed would have been grown, inftead of

crops which in fome years were barely fufficient to laft until the fol-

lowing harveft.

After exciting fome apprehenfions for her fafety, his Majefty's fhip

the Reliance anchored in the Cove on the 26th, from the Cape of

Good Hope, having had a very ftormy paflage. She brought 26 cows,

3 bulls, and about 60 fheep.

The conclufion of June faw the finifhing of the new gaol, which

was furrounded by a ftrong and high fence. It was eighty feet in

length, the fides and ends were conftru&ed of ftrong logs, a double

row of which formed each partition. The whole was divided into

twenty-two cells, the divifions of which were logs. The floor and

the roof were of the fame folid materials, over which was a coat eight

inches deep of ftiff clay, and the roof was thatched. Every accom-

modation for prifoners was to be found in feparate buildings in the

2 prifon
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prifon yard ; in which alfo was a diftincl: brick building for debtors,

fenced off from the felon fide (to ufe an Old Bailey diftin&ion) by a

ftrong and high paling. This, inclofing a fpot of ground which had

been marked out on the weft fide of the Cove for a fhip yard, land-

ing provifions from the tranfports, and completing the granary, had

formed the principal labour in which the public gangs were employed

during the month, throughout which the weather had been remark-

ably dry.

In the beginning of July, the Francis returned from the wreck of

the Sydney Cove, bringing the remainder of her crew, except fix,

whom Captain Hamilton, her commander (and the only European

belonging to her then alive), had left in charge of that part of her

cargo which had been faved. The Eliza long-boat, which failed from

the iiland with them, had on board a few Lafcars and fome property

;

but having had to encounter a very heavy gale of wind, and not ar-

riving with the fchooner, many doubts were entertained of her fafety.

Thefe were greatly augmented by a fevere ftorm which came on

twelve days after the arrival of the Francis. The wind blew a hur-

ricane, doing much mifchief, and the rain fell in torrents.

The cattle that arrived in the Reliance were landed, and looked ex-

tremely well. The two Colonial mips had been employed eight

months on this voyage to and from the Cape, and had added 51 cows,

3 bulls, a few horfes, and about 90 fheep, to the flock of domeftic

cattle in the colony.

This fpecies of provifions was multiplying largely ; but the fait

meat was decreafing fo fart, that it became neceflary to iffue only half

the ufual ration of pork.

Early in Auguft, the Britannia and the Ganges failed on their re-

fpective voyages. In the latter went feveral convicts who had become

free, and fome of the marine foldiers who had been difcharged from

the New South Wales Corps, having completed their fecond engage-

ment in that regiment. They had talked of becoming fettlers ; but the

reftlefs love of change, prevailed, and they quitted the colony.

Mr.
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Mr. Clarke, of the fhip Sydney-Cove, having mentioned that, two

days before he had met the people of the boat which had brought

him to Port Jackfon, he had fallen in with a great quantity of coal,

with which he and his companions made a large fire, and had flept by
it during the night, a whale-boat was fent off to the fouthward, with

Mr. Bafs, the furgeon of the Reliance, to difcover where an article fo

valuable was to be met with. He proceeded about feven leagues to

the fouthward of Point Solander ; where he found, in the face of a

fleep cliff, warned by the fea, a flratum of coal, in breadth about fix

feet, and extending eight or nine miles to the fouthward. Upon the

fummit of the high land, and lying on the furface, he obferved many
patches of coal, from fome of which it muft have been that Mr.
Clarke was fo feafonably fupplied with fuel. He alfo found in the

Ikeletons of the mate and carpenter of the Sydney-Cove, an unequi-

vocal proofof their having unfortunately perifhed, as was conjeclured.

From the fpecimens of the coal which were brought in by Mr.
Bafs, the quality appeared to be good ; but, from its almofl inacceffi-

ble fituation, no great advantage could ever be expecled from it

;

and, indeed, were it even lefs difficult to be procured, unlefs fome
fmall harbour mould be near it, it could not be of much utility to the

fettlement.

No circumftance deferving of attention had occurred for fome time

among the natives. On the 27th of the month, however, one of their

young men flood the trial pra&ifed by his countrymen, for having
killed fome perfon in a quarrel. He flood manfully up againft all

their fpears, and defended himfelf with great fkill and addrefs. Hav-
ing had two fhields fplit in his hand, by the fpear paffing through
them, his friends, who were numerous, attacked his opponents,

whom they difarmed, and broke their fhields, with many of their

fpears.

It had been intended to have thrown fome fpears at Ben-nil-

long at the fame time, from its having been reported that a female na-

tive, when dying, had declared fhe dreamed that Ben-nil-long had

3 h killed
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killed her. Her friends, therefore, refolved to call him to an account,

taking the bufinefs up on the fuppofition that the woman muft have

had fome eaufe of complaint againft him, or me could not have

dreamed of his doing her an injury. To this accufation Ben-nil-

long pleaded not guilty, declaring that he was an entire ftranger to

the woman, and had never in his life offended her : but there were

fome who faid that he actually wounded the woman, and had been

the caufe of her death ;
which, to thofe acquainted with the temper

and difpofition of this favage, by no means appeared improbable.

Added to his natural brutality, he was now become fo fond of drink-

ing that he loft no opportunity of being intoxicated, and in that ftate

was fo favage and violent as to be capable of any mifchief. On thofe

occafions he amufed himfelf with annoying the women and infulting

the men, who, from fear of offending his white friends, fpared

thofe notices of his conduct which he fo often merited, and which

fooner or later he would certainly meet.

The month of September commenced with a very vexatious cir-

cumftance. A boat, the largeft and belt in the colony belonging to

government, was, on her paflage to the Hawkefbury, whither fne was

carrying a few ftores, taken poffefTion of by a part of the boat's crew;

being at the fame time boarded by a fmall boat from the more, the

people in which feized her and put off to fea, firft landing the cox-

fwain and three others, who were unwilling to accompany them, in

Pitt Water in Broken Bay. Thefe men proceeded overland to Port

Jackfon, where they gave the firft information of this daring and

piratical tranfaction. Two boats, well manned and armed, were

immediately difpatched after them under the command of Lieu-

tenant Shortland of the Reliance; but on the 19th, after an abfence

of 13 days, returned without difcovering the fmalleft trace of them

or the boat. Mr. Shortland's purfuit, however, had not been

without its advantage ; for on his return he entered a river which he

named Hunter river about ten leagues to the fouthward of Port

Stephens, into which he carried three fathoms water> in the fhoaleft

part
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part of its entrance, finding deep water and good anchorage within*

The entrance of this river was but narrow, and covered by a high

rocky ifland, lying right off it ; fo as to leave a good paffage round the

north end of the ifland, between that and the (Lore. A reef connects

the fouth part of the ifland with the fouth more of the entrance of the

river. In this harbour was found a confiderable quantity of very

good coal, and lying fo near the water fide as to be conveniently

fhipped ; whLh gave it, in this particular, a manifeft advantage over

that difcovered to the fouthward. Some fpecimens of this coal were

taken to Sydney.

About the fame time an account was received from Norfolk Ifland,

of the American fnow Mercury having landed there the remainder of

the people which had been left by Captain Bampton in Dufky Bay,

when the Endeavour was wrecked there about twenty months before.

The Governor, not having any vefTel at Port Jackfon fit for fuch a

purpofe, had expreffed a wifh to the matter of the fnow to that effect,

when he was about leaving New South Wales ; which fervice he per-

formed under many difficulties, and brought off all that now remained

of thefe unfortunate people, amounting to 35 in number.

On the 20th of the month, the Deptford, a fmall brig, arrived from

Madras, with a cargo of goods upon fpeculation for the Sydney mar-

ket. The fpirit of trade which had for fome time obtained in the co-

lony afforded an opening for adventurers to carry their goods to that

fettlement. The voyage from India was fhort and direct:
; and, from

the nature of their inveftments, they were certain of finding a ready-

fale, and an ample return upon the original invoice. But this inter-

courfe was found to be pregnant with great evil to the colony
;

for,

preferring fpirits to any other article that Could be introduced, the

owners never failed to make the rum of that country an effential part

of every cargo. And though every poffible meafure was adopted to

prevent all that arrived from being landed, yet, fuch was the avidity

with which it was fought after, that, if not permitted, it was generally

got on more clandeftinely ; and very few mips carried back any of

3 H 2 what
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what they had brought. To this fource might be traced all the crimes

that difgraced, and all the difeafes that injured the colony.

At the latter end of September a party fet offon an excurfion to the

Cow-pafture Plains. On reaching Mount Taurus, a diftind: herd of

the wild cattle, 67 in number, was feen. It was conjectured, that

this valuable collection of cattle had fo confiderably increafed, as to

find a convenience in dividing into different herds
; thereby prevent-

ing thofe quarrels which might frequently happen among their males.

This was confirmed by their falling-in with, in another place, a

herd, in which there could not have been fewer than 170 of thefe

animals. A couple of days were pleafantly occupied in examining

that part of the country, which exhibited the beautiful appearance of

a luxuriant and well-watered pafturage. The latitude of Mount
Taurus was found to be 34

0
16' S. and the river Nepean was difco-

vered to take its courfe clofe round the fouth fide of this hill. Two
gentlemen of the party propofing to walk from Mount Taurus, in as

direct a line as the country would admit, to the fea-coaft, a whale-boat

was ordered to wait for them about five leagues to the fouthward of

Botany Bay. They expected to have reached the coaft in one day ;

but they did not reckon on having full 25 miles of a rugged and

mountainous road to crofs. Making their courfe a little to the fouth-

ward of eaft, they fell in with the boat very conveniently; and Mr. Bafs,

one of the travellers, defcribed their route to have laid, the greateft

part of the way, over nothing but high and ftcep ridjges of hills, the

land becoming more rocky and barren as they drew near the fea coaft.

In each of the vallies formed by thefe hills they found a run of frehh

water, in fome places of confiderable depth and rapidity. The direc-

tion of thefe ftreams
> or runs, being to the northward, they were fup-

pofed to fall into a harbour which lay about five or fix miles to the

fouthward of Port Solander, and had obtained the name of Port

Hacking, the pilot of that name having had the honour of the dif-

coverv.

The
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The month of October commenced with the lofs of another boat,

which was taken from Parramatta by fome people who got unobferved

out of the harbour. The three men who were put on fhore from the

former boat at the time (he was feized upon, being in this party, it

was fuppofed they were connected in fome way with thofe who were

in that boat, and whom they might know where to find. An armed

boat from the Supply was immediately difpatched after them ; but it

returned as unfuccefsful as Lieutenant Shortland had been.

From this circumftance, joined to the badnefs of the weather from the

time of their departure, which had been unufually itormy, there was

every probability of their having become the victims of their own teme-

rity. In thefe two bpats 15 convicts had made their efcape, 6 of whom
had been tranfported for life ; fix others were from Ireland, of whofe

term of tranfportation no account had been fent out. Whatever might

be the fate of thefe people, the evil was of great extent ; fince all that

could be known of them to their fellow-prifoners was, that they had

fuccefsfully effected their efcape. Had Bryan and his party, who
went off with one of the King's boats in the year 1791, inftead of

meeting with the compailion and lenity which were exprelTed in Eng-

land for their ftifferings, been fent back, and tried in New South

Wales for taking away the boat, and other thefts which they had com-

mitted, it was probable that others might have been deterred from

following their example.

Such was the increale of crimes, that thrice in October was the

court of criminal judicature affembled. The offences that came under

their cognizance were thofe of murder, perjury, and forgery ; and two

men were tried for having killed a native youth well known in the

fettlement ; but it appearing to the court that he had been accidentally

fhot, they were acquitted. The natives certainly behaved i\\ r and

often provoked the death they met wTith ; but it is much to be feared

that they had been on many occafions wantonly deftroyed. One of

the criminals was condemned to fuffer death ; another to be burned

in the hand and imprifoned twelve months ; two were banifhed to

Norfolk
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Norfolk Ifland, and three to ftand in the pillory, to which their ears

were to be nailed. Thefe laft, affording fomething like amufement

to the mob, were fufficientiy covered with dirt and rotten eggs.

It may be fome relief to turn from the contemplation of fuch ini-

quity, though it mould be only to the tranfactions of favages differing

from thefe wretches but in complexion.

On the 20th of the month the fettlement were fpedtators of a fevere

conteft which took place between two parties of natives ; one of which

v/as defirous of revenging the death of a friend, who had been killed

by fome native of a part of the country from which a young man had

juft then accidentally come amongft them. He was therefore imme-

diately devoted to their vengeance. He moft gallantly ftood the attack

of numbers, defending himfelf with the greateft bravery and addrefs*

until, being wounded in feveral places, he fell. As he lay upon the

ground, feveral of his opponents treacheroufly ruihed in upon him,

and (tabbed him repeatedly with a pointed ftick, which they call a

Doo-ul. In this fituation he endeavoured to cover himfelf with his

ihield on which, having rifen from the ground, and being again at-

tacked, he received their fpears for fome time with great dexterity;

until fome one, lefs brave and more treacherous than the reft, took a

flation unobferved on one fide, and launched a fpear, which went

into his back and there remained. Seeing this, they were proceeding

a fecond time to rufh in upon him, when he had juft ftrength enough

left to make his efcape into an adjoining houfe, where he received

fhelter, and from the feverity of his wounds immediately fainted. The

fpear was withdrawn, and his wounds dreffed by one of the furgeons

who happened to be prefent, and he ftiortly recovered. His brother,

who had accompanied him to the field of battle, ftood up in his de-

fence, and was alfo feverely wounded. Several of their women at-

tended on the occafion, and, as is common with them, howled and

cried alternately during the fight fometimes dancing and beating

their fides with their arms ; a certain proof of their paflions being

wrought up to the higheft pitch.

Shortly
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Shortly after this, thefe people again exhibited themfelves to the

notice of the fettlement, but in a very different point of view. On
the 31ft, an open boat arrived from the Hawkefbury, with a cargo of

Indian corn, having been boarded in her paflage by a party of natives

in canoes. AfTuming an appearance of friendfhip, they were fuffered

to come into the boat
;
when, watching an opportunity, they threw

of the mafk and made an attempt to feize the fmall arms. This oc-

cafioned a ftruggle, in which the boat's crew prevailed ; but not before

fpme of thefe unexpected pirates had paid for their rafhnefs with their

lives. This bufinefs led to a difcovery, that a boat belonging to a

fettler, which was fuppofed to have been driven out to fea and loft,

with her crew and cargo of Indian corn, had actually been taken by

the natives, after murdering thofe who were in her. The boat, on

fearching, was afterwards found in the polfelfion of fome of thefe

people.

This was fo novel a circumftance, that it could fcarcely be credited;

but it was no lefs true ; and there was but little doubt, that the white

people who were among them had been the unfeen inftigators of this

mifchief.

In the courfe of October, a ftrong and durable bridge, capable of

fuftaining any weight which it might have oecafion to bear, was

erected over Duck River, for the convenience of land carriage between

the towns of Sydney and Parramatta.

The wheat every where wore the mod promifing appearance, and

the weather had been very favourable for bringing it to maturity.

Decreafing daily, as did the number of working men in the employ

of Government, yet the Governors could not refufe granting certifi-

cates to fuch convicls as had ferved their refpeetive times of transpor-

tation •> and no lefs than 125 men were at this time certified by him.

to be free. Mod of thefe had no other view in obtaining this certiri-

catej than as it enabled them to quit the fettlement.

There

1
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There being a fcarcity of wheat in the public ftores, owing to fome

local difappointments, the Governor was obliged to make a redudion

in the weekly allowance of that article, until the crops of the approach-

ing feafon fhould be gathered.

Among the ads which difgraced the month of November was one

which befpoke uncommon depravity. A convid, who had formerly

been the fchool-feilow of the Rev. Mr. Johnfon, had been taken by

that gentleman, who greatly compaffionated his fallen (late, into his

fervice ; where he repofed in him the utmoft confidence, and treated

him with the kindeft indulgence. He had not been long in hishoufe

before Mr. Johnfon was informed that his fervant, having taken an

impreffion of the key of his ftore-room in clay, had procured one that

would fit the lock. He fcarcely credited the information
; but, being

urged to furnifh him with an opportunity, he confented that a

conftable fhould be concealed in the houfe, on a Sunday, when

all the family, this perfon excepted, would be attending divine

fervice. The arrangement fucceeded but too well. Concluding that

all was fafe, he applied his key, and was proceeding without any re-

morfe to plunder the room of fuch articles as he wanted ; when the

conftable, feeing his prey within his toils, ftarted from his conceal-

ment, and put an end to his depredations by making him his pri-

foner.

Thus was this wretched being, without " one compun&ious vifiting

of nature," deteded in the ad of injuring the man, who, in the better

day of his profperity, had been the companion of his youth, and

who had kindly ftretched out his hand to fhelter him in the hour of

his adverfity.

Although the fettlement of Port Jackfon had now been eftablifhed

within one month of ten years, yet little had been added to the flock

of natural hiftory which had been acquired in the firft year or two of

its infancy. The kangaroo, the dog, the opotTum, the flying fquir-

rel, the kangaroo rat, a fpotted rat, the common rat, and the large

fox-bat (if entitled to a place in this fociety), made up the whole ca-

talogue
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talogue of animals that were known at this time ; with the exception
which muft now be made of an amphibious animal, of the mole fpecies,

one of which had lately been found on the banks of a lake near the

Hawkefbury. In fize it was confiderably larger than the land mole.

The eyes were very fmall. The fore legs, which were fhorter than

the hind, were obferved, at the feet, to be provided with four claws,

and a membrane, or web, that fpread confiderably beyond them ; while

the feet of the hind legs were furnilhed, not only with this mem-
brane, or web, but with four long fharp claws, that proje&ed as much
beyond the web, as the web projected beyond the claws of the fore

feet. The tail of this animal was thick, abort, and very fat ; but the

mod extraordinary circumftance obferved in its firuciure was, its

having, inftead of the mouth of an animal, the upper and lower man-
dibles of a duck. By thefe it was enabled to fupply itfelf with food,

like that bird, in muddy places, or on the banks of the lakes, in which

its webbed feet enabled it to fwim ; while on more its long and fharp

claws were employed in burrowing : nature thus providing for it in

its double or amphibious character. Thefe little animals had been

frequently noticed rifmg to the furface of the water, and blowing like

the turtle*.

The

* The peculiar conformation of the amphibious animal above mentioned having attracted the

attention of Everard Home, Efq. a Paper, containing the refult of a minute examination of the

external and internal parts of two fpecimens which had been preferved in fpirits, and fent from

Port Jackfon to Sir Jofeph Banks, was drawn up b'y Mr. Home, and having been read before

the Royal Society was afterwards publifhedin the Philofophical TranfacU'ons. From that paper,

which was molt obligingly fent to the Author of this work by Mr. Home, he has, through the

liberality of the Prefident of that learned body, been allowed to felect fudi additional particu-

lars of this curious animal, as will, he trufts, be acceptable to his readers ; who, he doubts not,

will derive gratification from an animal, hitherto unkuown to fcience, having fallen under the

obfervatton and examination of a gentleman fo eminently qualified to develope the fecrets of

nature.

The natural hiflory of this animal, which has obtained the name of Ornithorh ynchus Pa-

radoxus, is at prefent very little known. The following particulars were communicated to

Mr. Home by Governor Hunter, who, during his refidence in New South Wales, had opportu-

nities of feeing the animal alive.

3 I The
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The fubjoined Engraving is from a Drawing made on the fpot

by Governor Hunter.

0 ITHOMMNCUS FAIRADOXU3

AN AMTHEBIOIUS AmMAlL of the MOIE JKIWB .

f '/ ///////

fey,

'

//r //

The Ornithorhynchus is only found in frefh-water lakes, of which there are many in the inte-

rior parts of the country ; fome three quarters of a mile long, and feveral hundred yards broad.

It does not fwim upon the fuiface of the water, but comes up occafionally to breathe, which it

does in the fame manner as the turtle. When upon the ground it runs with much the fame

degree of activity as a land tortoife. It inhabits the banks of the lakes, and is fuppofed to feed

in the muddy places which furround them} but the particular kind of food on which it fubfifts

is not known.

Thf
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All thofe hands who were not employed on the public buildings

were actively engaged in fecuring the abundant crops which every-

where promifed to reward the induftry of the fettler and the labourer.

The

The male is ryf inches in length, from the point of the bill to the extremity of the tail. The
hill is 2 f inches long ; and the tail, measuring from the anus, 4! inches.

The body of the animal is compreffed, and nearly of the fame general thicknefs throughout
;

except at the moulders, where it is rather fmaller. The circumference of the body is 1 1 inches.

There is no fat depofited between the fiun and the mufcles.

In the female, the fize of the body is rendered proportionately larger than that of the male,

hy a quantity of fat lying every where under the fkin.

The male is of a very dark brown colour on the back, legs, bill, and tail; the under furfacc

of the neck and belly is of a filver grey. In the female the colour is lighter.

The hair is made up of two kinds ; a very fine thick fur, one half of an inch long, and a very

uncommon kind of hair, three quarters of an inch long. The portion next the root has the com-
mon appearance of hair; but for a quarter of an inch towards the point it becomes flat, giving

it fome faint refemblance to very fine feathers : this portion has a glofs upon it ; and when the

hair is dry, the different reflections from the edges and furfaces of thefe longer hairs give the

whole a very uncommon appearance. The fur and hair upon the belly is longer than that upon

the back.

Externally, there is no appearance of the organs t)f generation in either fex ; the orifice of

the anus being a common opening to the rectum and prepuce in the male, and to the rectum

and vagina in the female.

There was no appearance, that could be detected, of nipples
; although the moft accurate fearch

was made.

The head is rather compreffed. The bill, which projects beyond the mouth, in its appearance

refembles that of the duck ; but is in its ltructure more like that of the fpoon-bill, the middle

part being compofed of bone, as in that bird : it has a very {hong cuticular covering.

The noilrils are two orifices, very clofe to each other, near the end of the bill ; the upper lip

projecting three quarters of an inch beyond them.

The eyes are very fmall
;
they are fituated more upon the upper part of the head than is

tifual, and are directly behind the loofe edge of the cuticular flap belonging to the bill. The

eye-lids are circular orifices concealed in the hair, and, in the male, are with difficulty difcovered
j

but in the female there is a tuft of lighter hair which marks their lituation.

The external ears are two large flits, directly behind the eyes, and much larger than the orifices

of the eye-lids.

The teeth, if they can be fo called, are all grinders
;
they are four in number, fituated in the

poilerior part of the mouth, one on each fide of the upper and under jaw, and have broad flat

crowns. They differ from common teeth very materially, having neither enamel nor bone, but

being compofed of a horny fubftauce only, embedded in the gum, to which they are connected

3 1 2 hJ
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The weather in November had been, for the firft and middle parts,

very un fettled, blowing hard at times, with much rain. On one day

there fell a mower of hail, the ftones of which were each as large as

a lark's egg. The latter part of the month was fair, and favourable

for reaping the grain.

by an irregular furface in the place of fangs. When cut through, which is readily done by a

knife, the internal firucture is fibrous like the human nails. The direction of the fibres is from

the crown downwards.

Between the cheek and the jaw, on each fide of the mouth, there is a pouch, as in the monkey

tribe, lined with a c'utiVe. When laid open, it is \\ inch long, and the fame in breadth. In

the female it contained a concreted fubftance, the fize of a very fmall nut, one in each pouch

:

this when, examined through the microfcope, was found to be made up of very fmall portions of

broken cryftals.

Befides thefe grinding teeth, there are two fmall pointed horny teeth upon the projecting part

of the pofterior portion of the tongue, the points of which are directed forwards, feemingly to

prevent the food from being pufhed into the fauces during the procefs of maftication ; which cir-

cumftance Mr. Home thinks peculiar to this animal: in the tongue of the Flamingo there is a

row of fliort teeth on each fide, but not in any other bird that he has feen.

The fore legs are fhort, and the web, which is very broad, is continued beyond the points of

the toes nearly an inch. On each toe there is a rounded ftraight nail, which lies loofe upon the

membrane forming the web.

The hind legs are nearly of the fame length as the fore legs, but ftronger. Each foot has five

toes with curved claws, and webbed ; but the web does not extend beyond the points of the toes.

In the male, jufl at the fetting on of the heel, there is a ftrong crooked fpur, half an inch long,

with a (harp point, which has a joint between it and the foot, and is capable of motion in twc*

directions. When the point of it is brought clofe to the leg, the fpur is almoft completely con-

cealed among the hair ; when directed outwards, it projects confideiably, and is very confpicuous.

Mr. Home proceeds to defcribe the internal parts of this uncommon animal ; but ttVfe, as

we think they would be uninterefting to the generality of our readers, we decline giving ;
referring*

thofe lovers of natural hiftory, who wifh for a more minute detail, to the Philofophical Tranf-

actions.

CHAP.
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CHAR XIX.

COLE-Be's ENCOUNTER WITH YE-RA-NI-BE. YE-RA-NI-BE KILLED.—VA-

RIOUS PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE NATIVES,. BEN-NIL-LONG.*

—

SCHOOLS AT SYDNEY.—THE FRANCIS SAILS FOR THE WRECK. WEATHER.

—HOUSE BURNT.—ACCOUNT OF LIVE STOCK AND GROUND IN CULTIVA-

TION. ATTEMPT OF SOME IRISH CONVICTS TO DESERT IN SEARCH OF A

NEW SET TLEMENT. A SETTLER'S BOAT STOLEN. PARTICULARS. THE

FRANCIS RETURNS FROM THE SOUTHWARD. —WORKS. CONJECTURES AS

TO A STRAIT.—NATIVES. — A CONVICT PROVIDENTIALLY SAVED. WEA-

THER.—THE FRANCIS AGAIN SAILS FOR TFIE WRECK.—BEN-NIL-LONG

AND HIS WIFE.—REPORT RESPECTING THE WILD CATTLE. ACCOUNT OF

A JOURNEY TO THE W .STWARD. DESCRIPTION OF A NEW BIRD. MR.

BASS RETURNS FROM AN i XCURSION IN AN OPEN BOAT TO THE SOUTH-

WARD- PARTICULARS OF IT.—THREE IRISHMEN PICKED UP.—WEATHER

IN FEBRUARY.—THE FRANCIS RETURNS FROM PRESERVATION ISLAND.

A TRUSTY PERSON SENT TO LOOK FOR A SALT HILL, SAID TO BE DIS-

COVERED. THE WILD CATTLE SEEN.—A NEW ANIMAL, TH. WOM-BAT,

FOUND.— SOME IRISH RUNAWAYS GIVE THEMSELVES UP. THE CRIMINAL

COURT MEETS. THREE MEN EXECUTED. DISCOVERIES PROSECUTED.-—

AN OLD WOMAN ACCUSED OF DREAMING.

A CIRCUMSTANCE occurred about the beginning of December,,

which excited much intereft in the town of Sydney, and great

commotion among the natives. Two ofthefe people, both of them

well known in the fettlement (Cole-be, the friend of Ben- nil-long, and

one of the Ye-ra-ni-bes), meeting in the town, while their bofoms

were yet fwelling on occafion of fome former difference, attacked each

other. Cole-be had always been remarked for his activity ; but Ye-

ra ni-be was younger than his adverfary, and was reckoned a per-

fect match for him. While clofing on each other with their clubs,,

until which time Cole-be had not gained any advantage, the handle

of Ye-ra-ni-be's fhield drew out, and it confequently fell from hi&

grafp

:
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grafp : while {looping to take it up, the other {truck him on the head

with a club, which daggered him, and followed his blow while he

was in that defencelefs fituation.

Cole-be knew that this would enfure him the appellation of jee-run,

or coward, and that the friends of Ye-ra-ni-be would certainly take

up his caufe. As the confequences, therefore, might be very ferious if

Ye-ra-ni-be mould die of the blow, he thought it prudent to abfcond

for a while, and Ye-ra-ni-be was taken care of by fome of his white

friends. This happened on the ioth, and on the 16th he died. Tn

the interval he was conftantly attended by fome of his male and female

afTociates, particularly by his two friends, Collins, and Mo-roo-bra.

On one of the nights, when a raoft difmal fong of lamentation had

been fung over him, in which the women were the principal perform-

ers, his male friends, after liftening for fome time with great apparent

attention, fuddenly darted up, and, feizing their weapons, went off

in a mod favage humour, determined on revenge. Knowing pretty

well where to meet with Cole-be, they beat him very feverely, but

would not kill him ;
referving that gratification of their revenge until

the fate of their companion mould be decided. On the following night,

they attacked a relation of Cole-be's, whom they beat about the head

with fuch cruelty that his recovery was very doubtful. As their ven-

geance extends to all the family and relations of a culprit, what a

misfortune it mud be to be connected with a man of a choleric dif-

pofition !

Ye-ra-ni-be was buried the day after his deceafe by the fide of the

public road. He was placed by his friends upon a large piece of

bark, and laid in a grave, which was formed after our manner (only

not fo deep)
;
they feeming in this inftance to be deiirous of imitating

the cuftom of their white friends. Ben-nil-long ailifted at the cere-

mony, placing the head of the corpfe (by which he (luck a beautiful

war-ra-taw), and covering the body with the blanket on which he died.

Being fupplied with fome fpades, the earth was thrown in by the by-

danders ;
during which, and indeed throughout the whole of the ce-

remony,
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remony, the women, howled and cried exceffively 5 but this was the

effect: of the violent gufts of pafTion into which the men every moment
threw themfelves. At this time many fpears were thrown, and fome

blows were inflicted with clubs ; but all leemed determined on the

death of Cole-be ; for the man whofe life he had in fo cowardly a

manner taken away was much beloved by his countrymen.

Cole* be, finding that he muft either fubmit to the trial ufual on

fuch occafions, or live in the continual apprehenfion of being taken

off by a midnight murder and a fingle hand, determined to come

forward, and fuffer the bufmefs to be decided one way or the other.

Having fignified his refolution, a day was appointed, and he repaired

armed to the place of rendezvous. The rage and violence fhewn by

the friends of the deceafed were indefcribable ; and Cole-be would cer-

tainly have expiated his offence with his life, but for the interference

of feveral of the military. Although active, and extremely dextrous in

the ufe of the fhield, he was overpowered, and, falling beneath their

fpears, would certainly have been killed on the fpot ; but feveral fol-

diers rufhed in, and prevented their putting him to death where he

lay, by bearing him off to the barracks.

Ben-nil-long was prefent at this meeting
;

but, it was fuppofed,

without intending to take any part in it either way. The atrocity of

his friend's conduct had been fuch, that he could not openly efpoufe

his quarrel ; perhaps he had no ftomach to the fight ; and certainly,

if he could avoid it, he would not, by appearing againft him, add to

the number of his enemies. He was armed, however, and unencum-

bered with clothing of any kind, and remained a filent fpe&ator of

the tumultuous fcene, undl the moment when the foldiers ruihed in

to lave the life of Cole-be. His conduct here became inexplicable.

On a hidden, he chofe to be in a rage at fomething or other, and

threw a fpear among the foldiers, which dreadfully took effecl: on one

of them, entering at his back, and coming out at his belly clofe to

the navel. For this he would inftantly have been killed on the fpot,

had not the provoft-marfhal interfered and taken him away, boiling

with
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with the moft favage rage ; for he had received a blow on the head

with the butt end of a mufquet.

It became neceffary to confine hi in during the night, as well to

prevent the mifchief with which he threatened the white people, as to

lave him from the anger of the military ; and on the following morn-

ing he quitted the town.

This man, inftead of making himfelf ufeful, or (hewing the lead

gratitude for the numberlefs favours that he had received, had become

a moft infolent and troublefome favage. As it was impoffible fome-

times to avoid cenfuring him for his conduct, he had been known to

walk about armed, and heard to declare that it was for the exprefs

purpofe of fpearing the Governor whenever he faw him. This laft

outrage of his had rendered him more hateful than any of his coun-

trymen
;
and, as the natives, who had fo conftantly refided and received

fo many comforts in the fettlement, were now afraid to appear in the

town, believing that, like themfelves, thofe whom he had offended

would punifh all for the mifconducl: of one, it might rather be ex-

pected that Ben-nil-long could not be far from meeting that punifh-

ment which he certainly provoked and merited.

There were at this time in the town of Sydney three fchools for

the education of children ; and on the breaking-up for the Chriftmas

holidays the Governor was gratified with the fight of 102 clean and

decently-dreffed children, who came with their feveral mafters and

miftrefles, and paid their refpe&s to his Excellency, who examined

the progrefs of the elder fcholars.

One moment's reflection on the vices that prevailed in the colony

will be fufficient to excite a wifh, that fome inftitution could have

been devifed for feparating the greater part of thefe (at prefent, inno-

cent) members of the community from their vicious parents, where

they could have been educated at the public expence, their propen-

fities to evil corrected, and that turn given to their attainments which

fhould fecure them a ftock of ufeful knowledge. An arrangement of

this nature was every day becoming more neceffary ; there being not

2 lefs



1797.] OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 433

lefs than 300 young people already in the town of Sydney, very few

of whom had been born in England,

The commander of the wrecked fhip Sydney-Cove, having foli-

cited the Governor to fpare him the Colonial fchooner for the pur-

pofe of vifiting the wreck of his fhip, and the fix men whom he had

left upon the ifland in charge of what had been landed
;
though he

could very ill part with the fervices of the v'eflel, yet, in confideration

of the melancholy ftate of the people, and the chance that there might

be of faving fomething for the benefit of the underwriters, his Ex-

cellency confented, and (he failed the latter end of December, with

Captain Hamilton, to the fouthward.

The weather was now becoming exceedingly hot ; and as, at that

feafon of the year, the heat of the fun was fo intenfe that every fub-

ftance became a combuftible, and a {ingle fpark, if expofed to the air,

in a moment became a flame, much evil was to be dreaded from fire.

On the eaft fide of the town of Sydney, a fire, the efFedt of intoxi-

cation or careleflhefs, broke out among the convicts' houfes, when

three of them were quickly deftroyed ; and three miles from the

town another houfe was burnt by fome runaway wretches, who, being

difpleafed with the owner, took this diabolical method of {hewing their

ill-will.

The public labour of the month at Sydney comprifed the covering

of the new (lore -houfe ;
finifhing the church-tower

;
conftrudting

another wind- mill
;
completing the barracks of the affiftant-furgeons,

with neceftary offices ;
digging the foundation of a houfe for the maf-

ter boat-builder ; and taking down one of the old marine barracks,

on the fcite of which the Governor propofed to erect a granary.

At Parramatta and Toongabbe, the wheat was nearly all got in and

fecured. At the latter of thefe places, a capital barn had been ere&ed

for its reception, 90 feet in length, with a complete floor, on which

eight or nine pairs of thrafhers could be employed without incon-

venience.

3 K In
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In order to mark the annual increafe*, it may be proper to infert in

this place an account of the live-ftock, and land in cultivation, at the

clofe of the year 1797, belonging to Government, to the civil and

military officers, to fettlers, and others.

Live Stock.

Horfes, --. 26

Mares, - - 5 3

Bulls and Oxen, - - i3 2

Cows, - l 9S
Hogs, 4247
Sheep, - - - - 2457
Goats, male, 781

Ditto, female, - 1495

Land in Cultivation,

Acres in Wheat, - - 3361

J

Acres for Maize, - - 1 S 2 7

Acres in Barley, - - 26|

In addition to th-efe, a considerable quantity of garden-ground was.-,

in potatoes, callevances, and vines.

January 1798.—The Irifh prifoners who had arrived in the laft (hips

from that country had about this period become fo turbulent and refrac-

tory, and fo diflatisfied with their fituation, that, without the mod: rigid

and fevere treatment, it was impoffible to derive from them any labour

whatever. In addition to their natural vicious propensities, they con-

ceived an opinion that there was a colony of white people, which had

been difcovered, fituated to the S. W. of Sydney, from which it was

diftant between three and four hundred miles ; and where they

were aflured of finding all the comforts of life, without the neceffity

of labouring for them. In conlequence of this extraordinary rumour,

* See the account of the year 1796 in p. 331 ; where, for Mares 57, read Mares and Horfes, 57.

a plan
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a plan had been formed, by fame of thefe deluded people, of efcaping

from their then residence to this ideal one. The Governor, however,

having received early information of the intentions of this party, fent

a magiftrate to them, defiring that he would expofe the folly of their

plan ; but if, as was fufpected, they mould prove deaf to reafon, and

refufe to be convinced, he was to propofe that any four whom they

would felecj; from their number, and whom they might think capable

of travelling over fteep and rocky mountains, through thick and ex^

tcnfive woods, and fording deep and rapid ftreams, fhould be fur-

niilied with as much provifions as each could carry ; and further, for

the protection of their lives during the journey, three other men, ac-

cuftomed to the woods, and well acquainted with the lavages of the

mountains, fhould be ordered to attend them as far as they mould find

themfelves able to proceed, or until a convidion of the impoiTibility

of fuccefs in their mad attempt fhould induce them to return. The

Governor, finding that they perfifted in their intention of feeking this

New World, directed a party of conftables to way-lay and fecure as

many of them as they were able; which was effected, and fixteen were

put into confinement. On fpeaking to them the following day, they

appeared to be totally ignorant whither they were going
;

but, ob-

ferving in them as much obilinacy as ignorance, his Excellency juftly

thought that he could not life an argument more likely to convince

them of their mifconducl:, than by ordering a fevere corporal punifh-

ment to be inflicted on thofe who appeared to be the principals in

the bufinefs ; and accordingly feven of them received each two

hundred lames.

Being, on further confideration of the neceflity of checking this

fpirit of emigration, determined to convince them, by their own ex-

perience, of the danger and difficulties which attended it, the Go-

vernor caufed four of the flrongeft and hardier! among them to be

chofen by themfelves, and properly prepared for a journey of difco-

very. They were to be accompanied by three men, upon whom his

Excellency could depend, and who were to lead them back, when fa-

3 k 2 tigued
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tigued and exhaufted with their journey, over the very word and

moft dangerous part of the country. This plan was no fooner fettled,

than it was difcovered that a party of thefe mifcreants had concerted

with the four deputies to meet them at a certain place, where they

were to murder the perfons intended to be their guides, poffefs them-

felves of their arms and provifions, and then purfue their own route.

This diabolical fcheme was counteracted by the addition of four fol-

diers to the guides ; and on the 14th they fet off from Parramatta.

On the 24th the foldiers returned with three of the deputies, who,

having gained the foot of the firft mountains, were fo completely fick

of their journey, and the profpecT before them, that they requefted

to return with the foldiers ; one man only expreffed a refolution to

perfevere, and penetrate further into the country, and was left with

the guides for that purpofe.

The hiftory of thefe people might well be fuppofed to end here

;

but their reftlefs difpofitions wrere aot calculated to remain long itt

peace.

It will be feen by recurring to the month of October, that a boat

had been carried off in the night by fome people who were fuppofed

to have taken her out to fea, where, from the wreaknefs of the boat,

they mud have perimed ; but they were now, contrary to all expec-

tation, heard of again. A fettler who kept a boat gave information that

{he had been boarded in the night offM ullet lfland by thefe very peo-

ple ; and that one ofthem, having againft his inclination been concern-

ed in the robbery, had left them and returned to the fettlement. From

this man the following particulars were obtained. Having effected the

capture, they proceeded to the fouthward, with an intention of reach-

ing the wreck of the fhip Sydney-Cove. For their guide, they had

a pocket compafs, of which fcarcely one man of the fourteen who com-

pofed the party knew the ufe. In this boat they were twice thrown

.on more, and at laft reached an ifland, where, had they not fortu-

nately found many birds and feals, they mull inevitably have pe-

rifhed.

From
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From the inconceivable hardfhips which they underwent, they

would, to a man, have gladly returned, could they have hoped that

their punimment would have been any thing fhort of death. Finding

it impoflible for fuch a number of difcontented beings to continue of

one mind, or be able to procure food in their miferable fituation for

fo many, they judged it neceflary, from a motive of felf-prefervation,

that one half mould deceive the other half; and while they were afleep,

thofe who were prepared took away the boat, leaving, their feven

wretched and unfufpecting companions upon the defolate illand, the-

fituation of which this man could not defcribe fo as to enable the Go-

vernor at any time to find it. Their number now being reduced to

feven, and thinking themfelves in danger fo near the fettlement, they

had been lurking for fome time about Broken Bay, with a view of

capturing a better boat loaded with grain from the Hawkefbury ; and

this they effe&ed by taking that which we have mentioned, and after-

wards a fmall one, containing upwards of fifty bufhels of wheat.

After putting their prifoners into the fmaller boat, they in the large

one ftood off to the northward ; where it was very probable they

would, lofe their boat, {he being of fuch afize, that if they mould get

on more by any accident, they would not be able to launch her again,

and muft finally perim.

Here we find extreme ignorance, accompanied by great cunning,

producing cruelty; for nothing lefs can be faid of their abandoning

the miferable uninformed companions of their crime. Self-prefer-

vation was their plea ; but was there not a method within their reach,

which might have preferved the whole ? Might they not have returned

to Sydney, and thrown themfelves upon that mercy which they had fo

often feen exercifed toward offenders. Even had no fuch examples*

however, given them room for hope, the poffeffion of one fpark of

generofity, one ray of manly feeling, would have forbid their dooming

the wretched companions of their guilt to perifh by the hands of fa-

vages, or by the more lingering pangs of hunger; but this^is one

proof
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proof among myriads, that a mind long inured to crimes hardens

the heart, and renders it callous to the pleadings of humanity.

Occafional defertions of one or two people at a time had occurred

from the firft eftablifhment of the colony ; but the firft Irifh convicts

that arrived from Ireland in the year 1 79 1 went off in numerous

bodies, few of whom ever returned. They too were prepoHefled

with a notion of the poffibility of penetrating through the woods to

China, and imparted the fame idea to all their countrymen who ame
after them, engaging them in the fame acl; of folly and madnefs. It

was not then to be wondered at, that Wilfon, who had returned from

living in the woods, fhould, among other articles of information, men-

tion his finding more than fifty fkeletons, which the natives alTured

him had been white men, who had loft their way and perifhed. This

account was corroborated by different European articles which were

found, fuch as knives, old (hoes, and other things which were known
not to belong to the natives.

On the 20th the Francis returned with Captain Hamilton from the

wreck of his fh'tp. This gentleman ftated, that of all the articles which

had been taken on fhore from the vefTel, fome fpirits and a fmall

quantity of coarfe cloth alone had been faved, the remainder having

been deftroyed by gales of wind and bad weather. The wreck was

entirely warned away. Of the fix Lafcars who had been left with the

property, one had died ; the other five were in health, and had lived

tolerably well, killing upon a neighbouring iiland as many kangooroos

and birds as they could ufe. Thefe poor fellows had erected a fmoke-

houfe, and had falted and ftnoke-dried as much meat as would ferve

them during the enfuing winter.

Notwithftanding the fevere trial which Cole-be had been put to for

the death of Ye-ra-ni-be, the friends of that young man had not

thought it fufficient to atone for his lofs. One of them, Mo-roo-bra,

in company with other natives, meeting the culprit, made an attack

upon him, with a determination to put an end to the bufmefs and his

life
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life together. Cole-be, after receiving feveral blows on the head, was
fuppofed to have been difpatched ; but Mo-roo-bra, feeing him revive

and attempting to rife, returned to finifli his favage bufinefsj which
fo exafperated another native, that in a rage he threw a fpear with all

his force at Mo-roo-bra, which entered his right fide, juft over the

hip-bone, and went inclining downwards quite through the body,
penetrating the bladder in its pafTage. Of this wound he died in about

an hour. On the fame evening this generous fellow was attacked by
the friends of the deceafed in the ufual way

;
and, as might be

expected, defended himfelf with great gallantry, but received two
wounds.

Toward the latter end of the month an Irifh convicT, who had

been fome time miffing, was brought in. He had wandered about for

feveral days in fearch of a road to China, or the colony where no

labour was required ; but his ftrength failing with his provifions, he

grew faint, as wT
ell as faint-hearted

;
and, defpairing of meeting with

any relief, he had juft fenfe fufficient to reverie the written inftru&ions

which had been calculated folely to carry him out, directing him t©

keep the fun on a particular part of his body, varying according to

the time of the day. By this means he reached nearly to the head of

George's River, where, to his great joy, he was met by a fettler, wrho,

after detaining him at his houfe till his exhaufted ftrength was reco«r

vered, accompanied him to Sydney. On being queftioned how he

found his way back, he faid, " that a paper compais which had been

given him was of no ufe at all at all ; he therefore kept his face toward

the place where the fun came from ; but if the Lord had not been on.

his fide, he fhould have been loft ; for he had been two whole days

without any food, except a little flour and water."

On the firft of February the Francis was again difpatched to the

wreck of the Sydney-Cove.

When Ben-nil-long accompanied Governor Phillip to England in

{he year 1792, he left a young wife to deplore his abfence. The

manners of favages, in this inftance, were iound iomewhat to refem-

2 ble
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ble thofe of civilized life. The lady furrendered to the importunities

of a youthful lover; and of him fhe became fo enamoured, that

neither the entreaties, the menaces, nor the prefents of her hufband at

Jiis return, could induce her to leave him. From that time fhe was

confidered by every one, Ben-nii-long excepted, as the wife of Ca-

ru-ey. He, finding himfelf neglected by other females whofe fmiies

he courted (after the fafhion of his country indeed), fometimes fought

to balance the mortification by the forced embraces of his wife
;

but,

her fcreams generally bringing her lover to her affiftance, he was not

often fuccefsful. In one of thefe attempts he came off with a fevere

wound in the head, the lady and her lover laughing very heartily at

the rage which it occafioned.

The Governor having been informed, by fome natives who dwelt

in the neighbourhood of the Cow-pafture plains, that feveral of the

wild cattle had been killed, and imagining this mifchief to have been

done by fome of the irifh convicls (who were nearly as wild as the

cattle), a party of the military, with Hacking, a man well acquainted

with that part of the country, was fent out, having orders to furprife,

and if poffible to fecure them. After being abfent fome days, they

returned, and reported, that, having fearched the country round, no

traces were to be feen of the cattle in any of the places where they

had been accuftomed to range, nor did they meet with any white peo-

ple ; but the natives perfifted in aflerting their having feen white men
in that quarter, and added that fome of the calves had been run

down by them. This was not impoffible, and the idea was fome-

what ftrengthened, by their finding feveral fhort fpears pointed with

the leg bone of the kangooroo, which were fuppofed to be defigned

for (tabbing the calves when caught. Although it was the opinion of

thefe people, that the cattle had quitted the part of the country in

which they had been fo long known to graze, there was yet much
reafon to believe that this was not the cafe ; for on vifiting them

before, they were not always found in the fame fpot.

On
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On the 9th of February, the three perform who had been fent out

with the Irifhmen, that were Co defirous of difcovering a country where

they might live more at their eafe, returned, fo much exhaufted with

the fatigue, that they had with the utinoft difficulty made their way

back. By their account, they had travelled in a direction S. W. three -

fourths W. about 140 miles from Parramatta ; a greater di ft anee than

any European had ever before been. They brought with them a

bird (many of which they had met with), and which on examination

appeared to be a variety of the bird of Paradife. The fize of this cu-

rious and handfome bird was that of a common hen ; the colour a

reddifh black, the bill long, the legs black and very ftrong : the tail,

about two feet in length, was formed of feveral feathers, two of which

were the principal, having the interior fides fcalloped alternately of a

deeper or lighter reddifh brown inclining to orange, fhading gently

into a white or filver colour next the ftem, craning each other, and

at the very extremity terminating in a broad black round fini filing.

The difference of colour in the fcallops did not proceed from any pre-

cife change in the colour itfelf, but from the texture of the feather,

which was alternately thicker and thinner. The fibres of the outer

fide of the ftem were narrow and of a lead colour. Two other fea-

thers of equal length, and of a blueifh or lead colour, lay within thofe

;

very narrow, and having fibres only on one fide of the ftem. Many

other feathers of the fame length lay within thofe again, which were

of a pale greyifh colour, and of the moft delicate texture, refembling

more the ikeleton of a feather than a perfect one. The annexed

Engraving, from the pencil of a capital artift, will give a better

idea of this beautiful bird than can be formed from any defcription^.

* Since the above was written, the Author has been favoured with the following more minute

description :

** The bill of this bird, which has been denominated M^enxjra Superba, isllraight, having

the noftriis in the centre of the beak. The bale of the upper mandible is furnifhed with hairs

like feathers turning down | ,the upper mandible is at the bafe fomcwhat like that of the pigeon.

The eye is a dark hazle, with a bare fpace around it. The throat and chin are of a dark rufous

colour ; the reft, with the body, of a dufky grey. The feathers on the rump are longer than

thofe of the body, and more divided. The colour of thewings* which are concave, is dark

3 h rufoui
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With the ripening of the maize fields, the depredations of the na-

tives returned. On the 19th, the Governor received a difpatch from

Parramatta, containing an account, that a man had been murdered by

them near Toongabbe, and three others feverely wounded : a few

days after, two others were killed in the fame manner. Thefe circum-

fiances rendered it abfolutely necefTary to fend out numerous well-

armed parties, and attack them wherever they mould be met with
;

for lenity or forbearance had only been followed by repeated acts of

cruelty.

aWe stk his view or Toon gab «e

Publis7icdJIla.r ?.5'h.-aS,by <h*M/ &Daiics. Strand.

rufous. The legs and claws are large in proportion to the bird, particularly the claws. The

outward toe is connected with the middle one as far as the firft joint. The tail is long, and

compofed of three different forts of feathers, of which the upper fide is of a dark grey, with

ferruginous
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Toward the latter end of the month, Mr.Bafs, the furgeon of the Re-

liance, returned from an excurfion in an open boat to the fouthward,

after an abfence of twelve weeks. This gentleman requefted the Go-

vernor to allow him a boat, and permit him to man her with volun-

teers from the King's (hips
;
propofmg to go along the coafl, and make

fuch obfervations as might be in his power. The Governor readily

confenting, he fet out, as well provided as the fize of his boat would

allow ; and in her proceeded as far to the fouthward as the latitude

40
0
00', vifiting every opening in the coafl ; but only in one place

to the fouthward and weftward of Point Hicks, finding a harbour

capable of admitting (hips, There was every appearance of an ex-

tenfive ftrait, or rather an open fea, between the latitudes of 39
0 and

40° fouth ; and that Van Diemen's land confided (as had been con-

jectured) of a group of iflands lying off the fouthern coafl: of the

country.

It appeared from Mr. Bafs's account, that there was but very little

good ground to the fouthward. His occafionai excurfions into the

interior, fituated as he found himfelf with an open boat, in which he

could

ferruginous fpots, The firft two lower feathers, which are a little curved in two directions,

are, beneath, of a pearly colour, enriched with feveral crefcent-fhaped fpaces, of a rich rufous

and black colour. The laminae are unwebbed, turned round toward the extremity, and orna-

mented with a black bar, the breadth of an inch, and fringed at theend. The {haft of the fecond,

which is likewife long, is fringed with long hair-like filaments ; and the third, which is alfo

long and curved, is plumed on the inner fide only, except at the extremity, where there are a

few feparated filaments of a dark grey colour.

c< The female Msenura Superba differs very little from the male, except in the tail;, which is

compofed of twelve feathers a little curved and plumed, having the upper fide dark rufous and

grey, and the under of a pearly colour.

«' The following curious particulars of thefe birds were obferved by perfons refident in the

country, and who were eye-witneffes to what is here told.

" They frequent retired and inacceffible parts of the interior
; have been feen to run remark-

ably faft ; but their tails are fo cumbrous that they cannot fly in a direct line. They firig for

two hours in the morning, beginning from the time when they quit the valley, until they attain

the futr.mit of the hill ; where they fcrape together a fmall hillock; on which they Hand, with

their tail fpread over them, imitating fucceffively the note of every bird known in the country.

They then return to the valley."

3 L 2
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could carry but a fmall ftock of provifions, could not be very exten-

five ;
he, however, went far enough to difcover that there was but

little good land near the fea ;
but, had it even been fuperior to thofe

parts which were known, the want of harbours, even for -fmall vef-

fels, would leffen its value much. He regretted that he had not been

poffeffed of a better veffel, which would have enabled him to circum-

navigate Van Diemen's land. On his return, he picked up, on an

ifland near the coaft, the feven men who, it may be remembered,

were a part of thofe that had carried off a fettler's boat, and had been

left by their companions. Being utterly incapable of taking them

into his boat, he put them upon the main land, after furniming them

with what was neceffary for their fupport. Two, who were ill, he

took into his boat, and left the other five to begin their march of four

hundred miles to Port Jackfon. They were nearly naked, and almoft

ftarved, and muft have inevitably perifhed had not Mr. Bafs difcovered

them.

Wifhing to obtain further information refpe£tin.g a falt-hill, feen

by the guides in their late excurfion with the Irifh convi&s, the Go-

vernor had fent a trufty perfon thither. At his return he produced

fome fpecimens of various veins of fait which he fell in with in dif-

ferent places, of ten and twelve feet in depth. He reported that he

found the country every where interfered with narrow, but deep and

rapid branches of frefh water rivers, over fome of which he was ob-

liged to fwirn ; others he was able to ford.

Having been direded to feek for the wild cattle, he found them

about fix miles from the place where they had ufually been found ;

the herd was much more numerous than any that had hitherto been

feen, amounting to at ieaft 170, befides feveral ftragglers. It was a

fatisfa&ion to know that they were perfectly fafe.

The men who, in the beginning of January, had boarded and car-

ried off a boat, were heard of in the latter end of March, when a

report was fpread that a piratical boat was inferring the harbour of

Broken Bay, and the Hawkefbury ; and-.the following day a letter,

figned
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figned by thefe men, was received by the Governor, in which they

profefled to repent of their former conduct, and implored forgivenefs.

They faid that they had been wrecked, and with difficulty got on

fhore, faving as much of the remains of their boat as enabled them to

build a fmaller one, in which they had returned, to furrender them-

felves to juftice
; pretending to have had their eyes opened to the

danger with which attempts at defertion from the colony muft ever

be attended, and promifmg to convince the minds of their ignorant

countrymen that every fuch attempt muft be followed by inevitable

ruin. The language of this letter was far above the capacity of any

of the party ; the truth was, they had propofed to live by piracy;

but after the lofs of their boat, being no longer able to procure provi-

fions, and in danger of being taken, they determined on giving them-

felves up as the fafeft courle they had left.

They were armed with five mufquets ; and certainly had the will,

as well as the ability, to do a great deal of mifchief. They were

placed in confinement, and charges preferred againft them for piracy,

which was abfolutely neceflary ; as the fuffering of fuch offences to

pafs with impunity would have been productive of the greater!: evil.

Sixteen months having elapfed fmce either provifions or Mores ha(l

been received, arrivals from England began to be rather anxioully ex-

pected. Public works went on 11owly ; the fervants of Government

being but few in proportion to the labour to be performed by them,

and all kinds of implements bad in quality, and icarce.

There had been very little intermiffion of rain, thunder, and lighte-

ning, during the whole of this month.

April opened with a neceflary act of juftice. Five men were ca-

pitally convicted, before the court of criminal judicature, of feizing

boats with an intent to efcape from the colony. One man was ca-

pitally convicted of a robbery; three were tranfported to Norfolk Iiland,

.

and one was adjudged to corporal puniftiment.

Two of the five condemned for feizing the boats fuffered death at

aSydney, after a week's preparation for that awful moment. Their

companions
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companions were refpited at the place of execution. Thefe unfortu-

nate people were both extremely penitent, confelfed the juftice of their

fentence, and acknowledged how much mifchief they had done, and

how much more they meditated, had they not been overtaken by

juftice.

The fettlers, although certainly undeferving of the attention which

they met with from the Governor, were conftantly laying their com-
plaints before him

;
many of thefe either did not exift at all, or were

of a moft trivial nature : one of the number, however, called for his

ferious attention. It originated in the unbounded rage for traffic that

pervaded nearly the whole fettlement. The delivery of grain into the

public ftorehoufes, when open for that purpofe, was fo completely

monopolized, that the fettlers had but few opportunities of getting the

full value for their crops. A few words will place this iniquitous com-

bination in its proper light. The fettler found himfelf thruft out

from the granary, by a man whofe greater opulence created greater

influence. He was then driven by his neceflities to difpofe of his

grain for lefs than half its value. To whom did he difpofe of it ? to

the very man whofe greater opulence enabled him to purchafe it, and

whofe greater influence could get it received into the public ftore 1

Order after order had been ilTued on this very fubjecl:, the ftore-

keepers being moft pointedly directed to give the preference to the

man whofe grain was the produce of his own labour ; and if any

favour were fhewn, to let it be to the poor but induftrious fettler. But

thefe neceflfary and humane directions had been too often fruftrated

by circumftances which were carefully kept from the knowledge of

the Governor ; it was, however, proved to him, that on occafion of

the ftore at the Hawkefbury being opened for the reception of 1500

bumels of wheat, the whole was engrofled by two or three of thefe

opulent traders, to the exclufion and injury of others, and of the

petty farmers in general. The ftore-keeper was not difmifled, becauie

a better might not have been found ; but the Governor directed, that

half the quantity of wheat thus partially and improperly put in fhould

5 A*
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be taken away, and room made for the accommodation of the

fettlers.

A report prevailed among the labouring people, particularly the
Irim, who were always foremoft in every mifchief and difcontent,

that an old woman had prophefied the arrival of feveral French fri-

gates, or larger mips of war, who were, after deftroying the fettle-

ment, to liberate and take off the whole of the convicts. The rapi-

dity with which this ridiculous tale was circulated is incredible -

} and
the effecl fuch as might be expe&ed. One refra&ory fellow, while

working in" a numerous gang at Toongabbe, threw down his hoe,

advanced before the reft, and gave three cheers for liberty. This for

a while feemed well received ; but the bufinefs was rather unpleafantly

interrupted, by the advocate for liberty being feized by order of a ma-

giftrate, tied up, and treated with a fevere flogging. The prophe-

tefs, a poor old Scotch woman, took an early opportunity of excul-

pating herfelf to the Governor, whom me affured of her innocence

;

protefting that all the foundation for the accufation againft her was 9

her having related a dream that fhe had had, of fhips having ar-

rived.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XX.

THE NAUTILUS ARRIVES FROM OTAHE1TE* M I SSIO NARIES.—THE HARWELL

ARRIVES. A JUDGE ADVOCATE SENT OUT. —NATIVES,,—GROUND FIXED

ON'FOR THE MISSIONARIES THE HUNTER ARRIVES
. FROM BENGAL.

—

-

REGULATIONS. THE COMMANDER OF THE- SYDNE^OVE DIES.—TFIREE

•SOUTHERN WHALERS ARRIVE, AND AN AMERICAN FROM THE ISLE OF

FRANCE. A TRANSPORT WITH FEMALE CONVICTS ARRIVES FROM ENG-

LAND.—NATIVES. AN EXTRAORDINARY CUSTOM AMONG THEM.—THE
BARWELL SAILS.—THE SEMIRAMIS ARRIVES FROM RHODE ISLAND.—-TPIE

CHURCH AT SYDNEY BURNT.-*—REFLECTIONS,—SOME VESSELS SAIL ; THE

NAUTILUS AND NORFOLK FOR VAN DIEMEN's LAND.—ANOTHER FIRE IN

THE TOWN—A SHIP ARRIVES FROM THE CAPE WITH CATTLE, BEN-NIL-

LONG. THE GOVERNOR'S STEWARD DESTROYS HIMSELF.— STATE OF THE

HARVEST. THE FRANCIS RETURNS.-—A BATTERY.—RETURN QF STOCK

AND CULTIVATED LAND.—UNRULY BEHAVIOUR OF THE IRISH, THE

NORFOLK SLOOP RETURNS FROM VAN DIEMEN 's LAND. PARTICULARS,—

CURIOUS PETRIFACTIONS.—THE WOM-BAT DESCRIBED.

/"\N the 14th, a fmail brig, the Nautilus, arrived from Otaheite in

very great diftrefs, being leaky and worn out. In her came fe-

deral of the Miffionaries who had been fent thither from England for

the purpofe of propagating the Chriftian religion ; but who, not feel-

ing themfelves on a comfortable footing with the natives of that ifland,

had eagerly embraced the opportunity of quitting it with their families,

to the number of nineteen, who embarked in this little veflel. Her fize

not admitting of her receiving any more, fix or feven were of neceffity

left behind, whofe fate was certainly very precarious. Thofe who

had arrived were treated by the colonifts with every attention, and

every poffible relief adminiftered to their diftreffes.

The
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The expected fignal for a veffel was at length made, and on the

1 8th the (hip Barwell arrived from England, with male convids,

and fome ftores and provisions. Having toudhed at the Gape of Good

Hope, (he there heard of the lofs of the Lady Shore tranfport in her

pafiage to Port Jackfon, having on board about 60 convi&s, three

only of whom were males, and a large affortment of all kinds of ftores,

which had been fo long and fo greatly wanted. There was alfo a

complete company of recruits for the New South Wales corps oa

board, to whom was owing the lofs of the fhip
;

for, after murdering

the commander, and his fir ft mate, they took pofleffion of the (hip,

and carried her into Rio de la Plata, where me was delivered up to

the Spaniards. This (hip, befides the public ftores, had a great deal

of private property on board, and was a ferrous lofs to the colony.

In the Barwell arrived a judge- advocate, in the room of Captain

Collins, who had refigned that fituation.

Toward the latter end of the month, the fettlers at the northern farms

were much annoyed by the natives, who came down in a body, and

burnt feverai houfes. This was not the only misfortune that attended

the farmers at this time, as much mifchief occurred from a violent

fquall of wind, attended with a fttower of hail-ftones, many of which

meafured fix inches in circumference, and appeared to be an accumu-

lation of fmaller hail-ftones, which had adhered together, by the in-

tenfity of the cold in the higher region of the air, until they became

of the above fize. Much rain fell during the month.

The 4th of June was, as ufual, obferved with all- the refpect and

attention fo peculiarly its due; and on the 6th the Governor went up

to Parramatta, in order to travel into the northern diftrict in fearch of

a proper place for fettling, as farmers, fuch of the miffionaries lately

arrived from Otaheite, as were difpofed to continue in the fettlement.

He alfo propofed to fix there fome free fettlers who had been fent out

by Government, if he fhould find a fufficiency of good ground. On

a minute examination of the country, he had every reafon to pro-

nounce it fuperior to any that had yet been feen, and in quantity equal

3 M tG
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to. the eftablifhment of feveral families. The land was not only good

and well watered, but every where eafily cleared, and at the conve-

nient diftance of five or fix miles from Parramatta. Being fatisfied

with the fituation, he recommended it to the miffionaries ; but the

mod of them declined it. To the few who confented, a proportion

of tools, grain, and fuch affiftance as could be fpared, was given.

The houfe of Campbell and Clarke, at Calcutta, not difcouraged by

the fate of their unfortunate fhip, the Sydney-Cove (of which they

were the proprietors), fitted out another, a fnow, which, in compli-

ment to the Governor, they named the Hunter, and fent her down

with an affortment of India goods, and a few cows and horfes. She

arrived on the loth of the month ; when the Governor, to crufh as

much as poffible the fpirit of monopoly which had fo long fubfifted,

gave public notice, that no part of the cargo fhould be difpofed ofr

until the fettlers in the different diftricts had dated to him what fuma

of money they could feverally raife ;
which, it was to be underftood,

muft be in government notes then in their poffeffion, and not thofe

which they might purchafe upon the ftrength of their crops.

It was alfo ordered, that no boat or perfon (except the pilot-boat,

or fuch other as might be fent with an officer to bring on fhore the

public difpatches) fhould attempt to board any fhip arriving in the

harbour, until fhe fhould be properly fecured in the Cove, and the

matter had been with the Governor and received the port-orders.

Captain Hamilton, the commander of the Sydney-Cove, furvived

the arrival of the Hunter but a few days. He never recovered from

the diftreffes and hardfhips which he differed on the lofs of his fhip,

and died exceedingly regretted by all who had the pleafure of his

acquaintance.

The month of July opened with the arrival of the Cornwall, fouth-

ern whaler, the mafter of which informed the Governor, that fome

Spanifh cruifers having appeared off Cape Horn, the whalers of the

fouthern fifhery were directed to pafs into thefe feas during the war.

The
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The Cornwall was followed by two others, the Eliza from the Cape
of Good Hope, and the Sally.

This circumftance was likely to be attended with fome advantages

to the fettlement. The whale-fifhing on the coaft would be effectually

tried, and the pofition of fhoals, or the exiftence of harbours or rivers,

afcertained.

Having in a few days refitted their fhips, the three whalers failed

upon their fifhing voyages.

Previous to their departure, the Argo, a fmall American fchooner,

arrived, lad from the Ifle of France, having on board a cargo of fait

provifions, fome French brandy, and other articles, upon fpeculation

and on the 18th arrived the Britannia whaler from England, with 94
female convicts. The cattle that came in the Hunter, and which
were fold by auction about the fame time, were not greater objects of
conteft than were thefe ladies, the number of women in the fettlements

bearing no proportion to the men.

The weather during July was much colder than common at that

feafon ; and in the interior part of the country there was a iharp froft

every night.

The Governor wifhing to have that part of the coaft examined in

which a ftrait was fuppofed to exift (between the latitude of 39
0
oo'-S.

and the land hitherto deemed the fouthern promontory of New Hol-

land, and called Van Diemen's land), refolved on fending Lieutenant

Flinders and Mr. Bafs, of the Reliance, on that fervice, in the Nor-

folk (a fmall decked boat which had lately been fent from Norfolk

Ifland^ ; and gave orders for her being properly fitted for the voyage.

Early in Auguft a battle took place among the natives, in which
Ben-nil-long was very dangeroufly wounded.

From the knowledge that was daily gained of the inhuman habits

and cufloms of thefe people, their being fo thinly fcattered through
the country ceafed to be matter of furprife. It was conftantly feen,

that from fome trifling caufe or other they were continually living in

a ftate of warfare ; to this rnuft be added their brutal treatment of their

3 m 2 women,

f
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women, who are themfelves equally deftrutYive to the meafure of po-

pulation, by the horrid and cruel cuftom of endeavouring to caufe

mifcarriage ; this their female acquaintance effect by preffing the

body in iuch a way, as to deftroy the infant in the womb ; which

violence not unfrequently occafions the death of the unnatural mother

alfo. To this they have recourfe, to avoid the trouble of carrying

the infant when born, which, when it is very young, or at the breaft,

is the duty of the woman. The operation for this deftructive purpofe

is termed mee-bra. The burying an infant (when at the breaft) with

the mother, if me mould die, is another mocking caufe of the thinnefs

of population among them.

A fecond battle among the natives was fought during the month,

in which three were killed, and feveral wounded
;
among the latter

was Ben- nil-long, who had but juft recovered from his former wound*

The weather in July had been remarkably cold : in Auguft it was

as remarkably fultry, and the wind high, which fet many parts of

the country on fire, and deftroyed fome property. The furveyor-

general's houfe, with every article in it, was confumed.

On the 17th the Barwell failed for China. By her the Governor

addrefled a letter to the Governor-general of India
;
informing his

lordfhip, that having tranfmitted to the Secretary of State copies of the

letters upon the fubje£t of raifmg recruits in Port Jackfon for the army

in India, which had been received in the year 1796, by the officers

who were fent from Calcutta ; it was the opinion of his Majefty's

minifters, that the inconveniencies attending fuch a meafure would

more than counter-balance the advantages of it, and that permiffioa

for that purpofe could not therefore be granted.

Another adventurer entered the port on the ift of October, viz.

the Semiramis, from Rhode Ifland, bound to China. She made her

paflage in three months and nine days.

On the evening of the fame day the church on the eaft fide of the

Cove was difcovered to be on fire, and every effort to fave it proved

inefTe&ual 5 for the building being severed with thatch, which was

at
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at the time exceedingly dry and combuftible, it was completely con-

fumed in one hour. This was a great lofs ; for during the working

days of the week the building was ufed as a fchool, in which from

150 to 200 children were educated, under the immediate infpecTion

of M'\ Johnfon, the clergyman. As this building ftood alone, and

no perfon was fuffered to remain in it after the fchool hours, there

was not a doubt but the atrocious act was the effect of defign, and had

been perpetrated in confequence of an order enforcing attendance on

divine fervice, and with a view of rendering the fabbath a day of as

little decency and fobriety as any other in the week. The workers

of the mifchief were, however, difappointed ; for the Governor,

highly irritated at fuch a fhameful act, fuffered not a fingle Sunday to.

be loft, having ordered a new ftore-houfe, which was juft finifhed,

to be fitted up as a church.

On the 7th the two Americans failed for China ; and at the fame

time the Nautilus brig and Norfolk long-boat failed for Van Diemen's

land. The Nautilus was to try, during that feafon, what the feat-

fifhing among the illands to the fouthward might produce. In the

Norfolk were Lieutenant Flinders and Mr. Bafs, who were inftructed

to examine the exiftence of the ftrait fuppofed to divide Van Diemen's

land from the continent.

The rage for trade occafioned fuch a continued fcene of contention

and litigation among the people, that much inconvenience was ex-

perienced, in the liberties which were taken of imprifoning the public

fervants of the crown for debts contracted with many of the petty

dealers ;
notwithstanding an order which had been given out in the

year 1788, by the late Governor Phillip, in which the colony was

informed, that the convicts had no property of their own, their clo-

thing, their time, and their labour, being the property of Govern-

ment, and not at their own difpofal. This order having worn out

of their recollection, it became neceOary to renew it. Notice was

therefore given, that the pu' lie "ervants of the crown were not to be

detained from their duty by impritonment for debt ; and if any perfon

mould
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ihould be defirous of accommodating them with credit, it muft be

wholly and abfolutely upon the ftrength of their own good faith in

the integrity of fuch people, and not under the idea that they could

arreft and imprifon them according to the forms of law ; and it was to

be generally underftood, that Government would by no means dif~

penfe with the labour of its fervants for the accommodation of any

private dealings whatever.

On the evening of the I ith, another fire happened in Sydney. A
row of buildings, which had been ere&ed for the nurfes, and other per«

fons employed about the hofpital, was fet on fire and totally confumed,

Toward the latter end of the month the Governor vifited the fet-

tiers at the Hawkefbury, and made fome ufeful regulations in the

prices of labour. He found the farms promifmg plenty. The annexed

Engraving reprefents the farm of Baker
?
the fuperintendant.

/*///-//>/•,/.%• 25?Jig8, h C.uM/ ScJtex Strand.
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On the 27 th the Marquis Cornwallis arrived from the Gape ofGood
Hope, with a cargo of cattle on Government's account, confifting of

158 cows and 20 bulls.

Inftead of living peaceably and pleafantly at the Governor's houfe,

as he certainly always might have done, Ben-nil-long preferred the

rude and dangerous fociety of his own countrymen
j

vifiting the fet-

tlement only when induced by the recollection of the comforts which

he could no where elfe obtain. Intelligence now reached the town

that he was again dangeroufly wounded. This man had lately re-

ceived and recovered of feverai wounds, any of which would have

been fufficient to have destroyed a European. But thefe people, in

general, owed their exiftence more to their good habit of body (living

free from the ufe of fpirituous liquors and the luxuries of the table)

than to any other caufe. Unlefs this be admitted, it will be difficult

to account for their furviving the defperate wounds which they had

been often known to receive.

We annex a Portrait of Ben-nil-long in his European drefs.
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An inftance of the fatal effects of mifguided conduft, and a too late

fenfe of criminality, occurred about this time in the tragical end of

Nathaniel Franklyn, the Governor's deward. This man, whom he

had brought from England, had the whole care and management of

his Excellency's domeftk concerns intruded to him. He had been re-

peatedly cautioned by his mader againft the many artful and defigning

acquaintances which he had formed in the town j it was proved, how-

ever, that he had not poflefled fortitude enough to withdand their foil-

citations, but had confented to rob the Governor to a very confiderable

amount, abufing the unlimited confidence which had been placed in

him, and making ufe of his name in a mod iniquitous manner. Of

the infamy of his conduct he was at lad fatally fenfible
;
and, retiring

into a fhrubbery in the garden of his injured matter's hoafe, mot

himfelfthrough the head.

The harveft, which was begun in November, was completed early In

December ;
but, owing to a mod tedious and unfortunate drought of

ten months, the wheat did not turn out more than one-:hird of what

had been expected.

On the 19th the Francis fchooner arrived from Norfolk Ifland, where

all were in good health. Lieutenant Shortland, who had received

directions to fearch for Sir Charles Middleton ifland and fhoal, on his

return produced his journal and a chart of the various traverfes which

he had made in queft of the ifland, and compared them with thofe

made formerly by Lieutenant (now Captain) Ball in his Majedy's

armed brig Supply, who had been fent by Governor Phillip exprefsly

on the fame piirftut. The extend ve range taken by thofe two officers

in the feareh, and their not having met with even any indications of

land near that fituation, left little reafon to believe in the exidence of

the ifland. That of the fhoal was not fo doubtful, there being much

reafon to believe that a dangerous bank or fhoal did fomewhere there-

abouts exid.

The Indifpenfable and Britannia whalers, which had been fiftiing

on the coaft, returned on the 29th, for the repairing of fome defects

4 ' and



OF NEW SOUTH WALES, 457

and to refrefh their crews. They had not been more than 30 leagues

from the coaft, and thought themfelves rather faccefsful for the time

(only two months) ; the one having got 54, and the other 60 tons of

fpermaceti oil.

In the early part of the month Fahrenheit's thermometer at the

Hawkefbury ftood at 107 in the fhade. Many people were at this

time much afflicted with inflammations of the eyes, attended with ex-

treme pain
;

dyfenteric complaints were alfo very common.

The feamen belonging to the Supply having completed their half-

moon battery, part of that fhip's guns wrere mounted on it; and, in

addition to other public works, fome people had been employed in

white-wafliing the houfes in the town of Sydney, and repairing fuch

of the buildings as required it.

The live Hock, and the ground in cultivation, had been confider-

ably increafed in tire year 1798; as will be feen by comparing the

following account of each with the return of the preceding year.

Live Stock.

Horfes -
: 44

Mares - - 73
Bulls and oxen - - - 163

Cows - - 258

Hogs - 2867

Sheep, male - I459
Ditto female - 2443
Goats, male - * - 787
Ditto female - 1880

Land in cultivation.

4659

1453

57
The

Acres in wheat

Acres in maize

Acres in barley
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The new year (1799) commenced with granting certificates to fuch

convicts as had completed their feveral terms of tranfportation.

A4any of thefe, having been fent out, who had not more than two

years to ferve after their arrival, proved, by claiming their difcharge,

a confiderable drawback on field labour, as well in Norfolk Ifland as

in New South Wales. But this was not the only evil. In this way

there were let loofe upon the public a number of worthlefs characters,

who, not having any means of getting out of the country, became a

troublefome and dangerous pefl, living by mifchief and robbery.

They alfo confumed a vaft proportion of the provifion which was

raifed in the colony. Still, as the law had fpent hx force againft them,

there was no denying them the restoration of their rights as free peo-

ple. The convicts had fuffered much through want of clothing and

.bedding. Indeed, during the late harveft, feveral gangs were feen

labouring in the fields, as free of clothing cf any kind as the favages

of the country. This had made them infolent and difcontented ; and

anonymous letters were dropped, threatening what they would do in

the proper feafon. Some of the Irifh had likewife taken up the idea

that Ireland had fhaken off its connection with England, and that

they were no longer to be confidered as convicts under the Britifh

government. This was a moft pernicious idea to be entertained by

fuch a lawlefs fet of people, and required the ftrong arm of govern-

ment to eradicate it.

Agricultural concerns at this time wore a moft unpromifmg appear-

ance. The wheat proved little better than chaff, and the maize was

burnt up in the ground for want of rain. From the eftablimment of

the fettlement, fo much continued drought and fuffocating heat had

not been experienced ; the country was in flames, the wind northerly

and parching ; and fome mowers of rain which fell on the 7th were

of no advantage, being immediately taken up again by the exceffive

heat of the fun.

On the 1 2th, Lieutenant Flinders and Mr. Bafs returned from the

examination of Van Diemen's Land. As the refult of this little voy-

age
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age was the afcertaining of the exiftence of a ftrait feparating Van
Diemen's Land from the continent of New Holland, it may not be

improper to enter with fome degree of minutenefs into the particulars

of it; and the writer of thefe pages feels much gratification in 'be-

ing enabled to do this, from the accurate and pleafmg journal of Mr.
Bafs, with the perufal and ufe of which he was favoured.

The Norfolk, as has been already ftated, failed upon this voyage

of difcovery about the 7th of October 1798, with Lieutenant Flinders

and Mr. Bafs, and on the 1 ith anchored in Twofold Bay. Mr. Bafs,

on examination, found Twofold Bay fituated at the fouthern end of a

fhort chain of hummocky hills, one part of which is much more con-

fpicuous than the reft, and lies immediately behind the bay. The
land on the weft fide, being a part of this chain of hills, is high and

rocky. The more is divided into fteep cliff heads, with fmall inter-

mediate beaches ; the one formed by the mo ft prominent of the ridges,

the other -by the fand thrown up at the foot of their vallies. Behind

the beaches are ponds of brackifh water.

The abruptnefs and fudden rife of the hills, for the mod part, per-

mit the vegetable earth to be wafhed down into the vallies, as faft as

it is formed. Some of the more gradual Hopes retain a fufficiency

of it to produce a thick coat of tolerably fucculent grafs ; but the foil

partakes too much of the ftoney quality of the higher parts to be

capable of cultivation. The dark luxuriant foliage of the vallies points

out the advantages which they had received from the impoverifbed

hills. Their foil is rich and deep, but their extent is narrow and

limited. Both hill and valley produce large timber, and bruin-wood

of various heights.

In the S. W. corner of the bay, is a lagoon, or fmall inlet, that

communicates with the fea, through the beach, at the back of which

it lies. The chain of hills here runs back to fome little diftance from

the water, and leaves a few fquare miles of rather good ground,

through which the inlet was found to take its courfe in a winding

direction to the S. W. for fix or eight miles, where it ends in fmall

3 n 2 fwamps
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fwamps and marfhes. Large boats might enter this place at a third

flood, and proceed to the further part of it. From five to feven hun-

dred acres of a light fandy foil might be picked out in patches of from

fifty to a hundred acres each ; but on the fide next the mountain

it foon became ftoney, and on that next the lagoon it was wet and

fait.

The country along the back of the bay lies in rounded ftoney hills

fcarcely fit for pafturage, but covered with timber, and patches of

fhort brufli.

On the fouth fide was another (hallow inlet, larger than that on the

S. W. ; but the returning tide did not allow time to proceed to the

head of it.

Speaking generally of the land round the bay, it might be faid.to be

much more barren than productive.

The moft common timber is a fort of gum-tree, the bark of which,

along the trunk, is that of the iron bark of Port Jackfon ; and its

leaf, that of the blue gum-tree ; but its branches toward the head are

of a yellow colour, and fmooth. The wood is longer grained, and

more tough, fplitting eafier and more true, than any other fpecies of

the gum-tree.

The natives are, in perfon, fimilar to thofe living about Port Jack-

fon ; but their language was perfectly unintelligible. They ufed ca-

noes, of which they feemed very careful ; for on the boat approaching

a party of them, they haftily paddled on fhore, and, taking their ca-

noes upon their heads, ran off into the woods. This was on Mr.

Bafs's firft vifit. They, however, appeared lefs fhy of their vifitors

on his fecond ; and there was reafon to believe that a friendly inter-

courfe might have been eafily eftabiifhed with them.

But very few marks of the kangooroo were feen. Both quadrupeds

and birds appeared to be lefs numerous here than in other places. A
few ducks, teal, herons, cranes, and a bird named from its bill the red-

bill, were found, with fome fmall flights of curlew and plover of a

beautiful feather, upon the lagoons.

The
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The rocks confift of hardened clay, in which are mixed great num-
bers of fmall ftones, varioufly tinged, fome with red, others with yel-

low. Small portions of calcareous fpar lie ft uttered about upon the

furface of the rocky ground ; flrata of which are depofited irregularly

in fiffures formed in the body of the rocks themfelves.

Leaving Twofold Bay, the floop proceeded to the fouthwrard ; and

on the 17th me made a fmall clufter of iflands, In latitude 3 8° 16',

which now bears the name of Kent's Iflands. Thefe are fix or feven

in number, and of various fizes. Their height is very confiderable ;

and they are as irregular in figure as can wT ell be imagined in land

whofe hummocks are no one of them more lofty than another. Tl is

fmall group appears to be formed of granite, which is imperfect ;/

concealed by long draggling dwTarfim brum, and fome few ftlll more

diminutive trees; and is curfed wdth a fterility that might fafely bid

defiance to Chinefe induftry itfelf. Nature is either working very

flowly with thofe iflands, or has altogether ceafed to work upon them;

for a more wild deferted place is not eafily to be met with. Even

the birds feemed not to frequent them in their ufual numbers.

Having pafTed Kent's group, Handing to the fouthward, the next

morning Furneaux's Iflands were in fight, and on the following day

they anchored at Prefervation Ifland, which is one of them. Thefe

iflands appear to confift of two kinds, perfectly diffimilar in figure,

and, moft probably, of very unequal ages, but alike in the materials

of which they are formed. Both kinds are of granite ; but the one is

low, and rather level, with a fand covered with low brufh and tufted

grafs : the other is remarkably high, bold, and rocky, and cut into a

variety of fingular peaks and knobs ; fome little vegetable foil lies

upon thefe.

Prefervation Ifland is of a very moderate height. A furface of

fand, varying in depth, and mixed in different fcanty proportions with

vegetable foil, fcarcely hides from view the bafe, which is of granite.

In feveral places, vaft blocks of this ftone lie fcattered about ; as free

from
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from vegetation and th-e injuries of the weather as if they had fallen

but yefterday : and, what is remarkable, mo ft of them, probably all,

are evidently detached from the ftone upon which they reft, fo entirely

that they might be dragged from the places where they lie, if it were

thought worth while to apply a power fufficient to produce fo ufelefs

an effect. It would feem, then, that thefe loofe blocks have fallen

from fome place higher than that upon which they were found; but

that is impoffible, for they are higher than any part of the ifland.

And the fuppofition that the injuries of the air and the rain caufed

the removal of that part of the granite which might originally have

been of a correfponding height with thefe remaining blocks, feems

hardly admiffible in the prefent inftance. Perhaps fubterraneous or

volcanic fire may have caufed this curious appearance.

The vaft bulk of thefe blocks renders them fo confpicuous, that the-

attention is firft ftruck with them upon approaching the ifland.

There is on the north fide, where the ifland is particularly low and

narrow, a flip of calcareous earth, wrhich difcovers itfelf near the fur-

face of the water. It is not, for the mo ft part, pure ; for broken pieces

of the granite are mixed with it in various proportions. Some parts

are a mere mafs of thefe broken pieces cemented together by the cal-

careous matter 3 whilft others are an almoft perfect chalk, and are

capable of being burnt into excellent lime. Broken fea-fhells and

other exuvi& of marine animals, are apparent throughout the whole-

imafs.

Upon the beach, at the foot of this chalky rock, was found a very

considerable quantity of the black metallic particles which appear

in granite as black mining fpecks, and are, in all probability, grains

of tin.

To find this fmall bed of the remains of fhell animals, of which

chalk is formed wherever found, in fuch an unexpected fituation, ex-

cited fome furprife ; and Mr. Bafs endeavoured to investigate the caufe

of this depofit, by examining the form of the neighbouring parts of

the



1 799-1 OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 463

the iflandr The refult of his inquiries and conjectures amounted to

this : that as traces of the fea., and of the effe&s of running waters,

were plainly difcernible in many parts of the ifland, and more par-

ticularly in the vicinity of this depofit of chalk and granite, it feemed

highly probable, that it had been formed by two dreams of the tide

;

which, when the ifland was yet beneath the furface of the fea, having

fwept round a large lump of rocks, then met and formed an eddy,

where every fubflance would fall to the bottom. The lump of rocks

is now a rocky knoll, which runs tapering from the oppofite fide of

the ifland towards the chalk. On each fide of it is a gap, through

which the two ftreams appear to have paffed.

The vegetation on the ifland feems brown and ftarved. It confifts

of a few flunted trees, with feveral patches of brum, clofe fet and al«*

mod impenetrable.

A fmall fpot upon the eaft end of the ifland prefented a pheno-

menon which feemed not eafily explicable by any known laws of that

clafs of natural hiftory to which it alone was referable.

Amidft a patch of naked land* upon one of the higheft parts of the

ifland, at not lefs than 100 feet above the level of the fea, within the

limits of a few hundred yards fquare, were lying fcattered about a

number of (hort broken branches of old dead trees, of from one to

three inches in diameter, and feemingly of a kind fimilar to the large

brufhwood. Amid thefe broken branches were feen flicking up feverai

white floney flumps, of fizes ranging between the above diameter,

and in height from a foot to a foot and a half. Their peculiar form,

together with a number of prongs of their own quality, projeaingin

different dire&ions from around their bafe, and entering the ground

in the manner of roots, prefented themfelves to the mind of an ob-

ferver with a linking refemblance to the flumps and roots of fmall

trees. Thefe were extremely brittle, many of them, when taken into

the hand, breaking with their own weight.

On

/
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On being broken tranfverfely, it was immediately feen that the

internal part was divided into interior or central, exterior or cortical.

The exterior part, which in different fpecimens occupied various pro-

portions of the whole, refembled a fine white and foft grit-done ; but

acids, being applied, {hewed it to be combined with a confiderable

portion of calcareous matter. The interior or central part was always

circular ; but was feldom found of the fame diameter, or of the fame

composition, on any two flumps. In fome, the calcareous and fandy

matter had taken fuch entire pofleffion, that every fragment of the

wood was completely obliterated ; but yet a faint central ring remained.

In others, was a centre of chalk, beautifully white, that crumbled

between the fingers to the fineft powder ; fome confided of chalk and

brown earth, in various quantities, and fome others had detained a

few frail portions of their woody fibres, the fpaces between which were

filled up with chalky earth.

It appeared, that when the people of the Sydney-cove firft landed

on the ifland, the pieces of dead branches that at the time were lying

round the dumps, then formed, with them, the dems and branches

of dead trees complete. But by the time Mr. Bafs vifited the

place, the hands of curiofity, and the frolics of an unruly horfe that

was faved from the wreck, had reduced them to the date already

defcribed.

Mr. Bafs had learned, from authority on which he could rely, that

when the trees were in a complete date, the diameter of the dead

wood of the dem that rofe immediately from the doney part, was

equal to the diameter of that part 3 and alfo that a living leaf was

feen upon the uppermod branches of one of them. But he could

not afcertain whether the doney part of the dem was of an equal

height in all the trees.

To difcover to what depth the petrification had extended, Mr. Bafs

fcratched away thefand from the feet of many of the dumps, and

in no indance found it to have proceeded more than three or four

7 inches
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inches beneath the furface of the fand, as it then lay ; for at that depth

the brown and crumbling remains of the root came into view. There

were, indeed, parts of the roots which had undergone an alteration

fimilar to that which had taken place in the ftems : but thefe tended

to eftabliin the limits of the petrifying power ; for they had felt it

only either at their firft outfet from the bottom of the ftems, or when,

being obftruded in their progrefs, they had of neceflky arched up-

wards toward the furface.

In attempting to account for the caufe that had operated to produce

this change in the ftru&ure of the lower parts of the ftems of thefe

trees, Mr. Bafs felt the titmo ft diffidence. He found that all his

conjectures, which were bed fupported by exifting fads, led him to

place them among petrifactions ;
although no ftrict analogy could be

feen between them and the fubjects ufually met with of this kind.

Admitting them, however, as petrifactions, it is certain that there

mu-ft once have exifted a pond in which the petrifying water was

contained ; but the ground in their neighbourhood retained no po-

sitive traces of any fuch receptacle. There were, indeed, near them,

fome few lumps or banks confiding of fand, and a little vegetable

earth which was held together by dead roots of fmall trees, and ele-

vated above the reft: of the ground, to the height of five, fix, or eight

feet ; but the relative pofition of thefe with each other was fo con-

futed and irregular, that nothing but the neceflity of a once exifting

refervoir could ever lead any one to conjedure that thefe might have

been parts of its bank. Mr. Bafs, however, rather concluded that this

muft have been the cafe, and that the remainder of the bank had

been torn away, and the pond itfelf annihilated by fome violent effort

of an unknown power.

Notwithstanding the narrow limits of the ifland, abundance of

fmall kangooroos were found to inhabit its bufhy parts. There were

footy petrels, likewife, in great abundance. The water of this ifland

was thought to have been injurious to the health of the people of the

Sydney-Cove. It was fuppofed to contain -arfenic, which was highly

3 0 .probable^
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probable, from an experiment that was made with the metallic par-

ticles that were taken to be tin : a large fame of what bore marks of

arfenic arofe from the crucible during the time of fmelting it. Water

was at -fir ft very fcarce
;
but, owing to fome unufual falls of rain,,

feveral little runs and fwamps were found ; and a low piece of ground-,

where the inhabitants had depofited their dead, was now a pond of an

excellent quality.

Although he had feen but few of the low iflands of Furneaux, yet

Mr. Bafs had not any doubt but that this account of Prefervation*

Ifland would in general anfwer for the defcription of any of them,

Mr. Bafs's next landing was on the fouthern end of Cape Barren

Mand ; which was indeed barren ; but it was, he remarks, very

fingular, that a place wherein food feemed to be fo fcarce, (hould yet

be fo thickly inhabited by the fmall brum kangooroo, and a. new

quadruped which was alfo a grafs-eater.

This animal, being a ftranger, appears to merit a particular defcrhv

tion. The Wom-bat (or, as it is called by the natives of Port Jack-

fon, the Womback) is a fquat, thick, fhort-legged, and rather inactive

quadruped, with great appearance of (lumpy ftrength, and fomewhat

bigger than a large turn-fpit dog. Its figure and movements, if they

do not exa&ly refemble thofe of the bear, at lead ftrongly remind one

of that animal. Its length, from the tip of the tail to the tip of the

nofe, is thirty-one inches, of which its body takes up twenty-three

and five-tenths. The head is feven inches and the tail five-tenths 0 .

Its circumference behind the fore-legs twenty-feven inches; acrofs

the thickeft part of the belly thirty-one inches. Its weight, by hand,

is fomewhat between twenty-five and thirty pounds. The hair is

coarfe, and about one inch, or an inch and five-tenths, in length

;

thinly fet upon the belly, thicker on the back and head,, and thickeft

upon the loins and rump. The colour of it a light fandy brown, of

varying {hades, but darkeft along the back.

The head is large and fiattifh, and, when we are looking the animal

full in the face, feems, excluding the ears, to form nearly an equilateral

triangle^
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triangle, any fide of which is about fcven inches and five-tenths in

length; but the upper fide, or that which conftitutes the breadth of

the head, is rather the fhorteft. The hair upon the face lies in re-

gular order, as if it were combed, .with its ends pointed upwards in

a kind of radii from the nofe, their centre.

The ears are fharp and erecT, of two inches and three- tenths in

length, fland well afunder, and are in nowife difproportionate. The
eyes are fmall, and rather funken than prominent, but quick and

lively. They are placed about two inches and five-tenths afunder, a

little below the centre of the imaginary triangle towards the nofe. The
nice co-adaptation of their ciliary proceffes, which are covered with

fine hair, feems to afford the animal an extraordinary power of ex-

cluding whatever might be hurtful.

The nofe is large or fpreading ; the noftrils large, long, and capa-

ble of being clofed. They ftand angularly with each other, and a

channel is continued from them towards the upper lip, which is di-

vided like that of the hare. The whiikers are rather thick and ftrong,

and are in length from two to three inches and five-tenths. The

opening of its mouth is fmall ; it contains five long grafs-cutting teeth

in the front of each jaw, like thofe of the kangooroo ; within them is

a vacancy for an inch or more ; then appear two fmall canine teeth of

equal height with, and fo much fimilar to, eight molares fituated be-

hind, as fcarcely to be diftinguifhable from them. The whole num-

ber in both jaws amounts to twenty-four.

The neck is thick and fhort, and greatly reftrains the motions of

the head, which, according to a common expreflion, looks as if it

were ftuck upon the fhoulders.

From the neck the back arches a little as far as the loins, whence

it goes off at a flat flope to the hindmoft parts, where not any tail is

vifible. A tail, however, may be found by carefully pafling the finger

over the flat flope in a line with the back-bone. After feparating the

hairs, it is feen of fome five-tenths of an inch in length, and from

three to one-tenth of an inch in diameter, naked, except for a few

302 fhort



ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY" [January,,

ffrort fine hairs near its end. This curious tail feemed to hold a

much bolder proportion in the young than in the full-grown animal.

The fore legs are very ftrong and mufcular ; their length, to the

fole of the paw, is five inches and five-tenths, and the diftance be-

tween them is five inches and five-tenths. The paws are flefhy,

round, and large, being one inch and nine-tenths in diameter. The

claws are five in number, attached to as many fhort digitations. The

three middle claws are ftrong, and about eight or nine-tenths of an*

inch in length ; the thumb and little finger claws are alfo ftrong, but

fhorter than the others^ being only from fix to feven tenths of an inch.

The flefhy root of the thumb claw is fmaller and more flexible than*

the others. The fole of the paw is hard, and the upper part is co-

vered with common hair, down to the roots of the claws which it

overhangs. The hind legs are lefs ftrong and mufcular than the fore

;

their length, to the fole, is five inches and five-tenths ; the diftance

between, feven inches and five-tenths. The hind paw is longer than

the fore, but not lefs flefhy. The claws are four in number. The.

three inner ones are lefs ftrong, but about two-tenths of an inch

longer than the longeft of the fore claws ; and there is a flefhy fpur

in the place of a thumb claw. The whole paw has a curve, which

throws its fore part rather inward.

In fize the two fexes are nearly the fame ; but the female is, per-

haps, rather the heavieft.

In the opinion of Mr. Bafs, this Worn-bat feemed to be very cecono-

mically made ; but he thought it unneceiTary to give an account of its

internal ftru&ure in his journal.

This animal has not any claim to fwiftnefs of foot, as moft men

could run it down. Its pace is hobbling, or fhuffling, fomething like

the awkward gait of a bear. In difpofition it is mild and gentle; but

it bites hard, and is furious, when provoked. Mr. Bafs never but once -

heard its voice ; but at that time it was a low cry, between a hifling

and a whizzing, which could not be heard at a diftance of more than

thirty or forty yards. He chafed one, and with his hands under the

6 belly
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belly fuddenly lifted him off the ground, and laid him upon his back^,

along his arm, like a child. It made no noife, nor any effort to

efcape, not even a druggie Its countenance was placid, and it feemed

as contented as if it had been nurfed by Mr. Bafs* from its infancy.

He carried the beaft upwards of a mile, and often fhifted him from

arm to arm, fometimes laying him upon his moulder, all of which

he took in good part; until, being obliged to fecure his legs while

He went into the brum to cut a fpecimen of new wood, the creature's

anger arofe with the pinching of the twine y he whizzed with all his

might, kicked and fc-ratched mod furioully, and mapped off a piece

from the elbow of Mr. Bafs's coat. Their friendfhip was here at an

end j and the creature remained implacable all the way to the boat 3

ceafing to kick only when he was exhaufted.

This circumftance feemed to indicate, that with kind treatment the

Wom-bat might foon be rendered extremely•docile* and probably af-

fectionate ; but let his tutor beware of giving him provocation, at Leaffe

if he mould be full grown.

Both in thefe illands, and in the mountains to the .weftward of Port

jackfon, their habitation is under ground, the creature being, admirably

formed for burrowing ; but to what depth it defeends does not feem to

be afcertained.. His food is not yet well known ; but the ftomachs of

fuch as Mr. Bafs examined were diftended with a coarfe wirey grafs.

The annexed Representa t ion of this new and curious addition

to the animals-- of New South Wales, was taken from a living fubjecl:,

.

which was a female, and had the characleriftic mark which claffed it

with the opoffum tribe, the pouch or bag for its young..

Cape Barren, befides the kangooroo and Wom-bat, is inhabited by

the porcupine ant-eater-, a rat with webbed feet; parroquets, and a

fmali bird of beautiful plumage unknown at Port Jackfon. Black

fnakes with venomous fangs were numerous; and the rocks toward

the fea were covered with fur-feals of great beauty. " In point of

* The kangooroo, and fome other animals of New South Wales, are remarkable for being

.

domefticated as foon as taken*

animated
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animated life, nature feems (fays Mr. Bafs) to have a&ed fo oddly

with this and the neighbouring iflands, that if their rich ftores were

thoroughly ranfacked, I doubt not but the departments of natural

hiftory would be enlarged by more new and valuable Specimens

than they ever before acquired from any land of many times their

extent,"

CHAR
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CHAP. XXL

THE NORFOLK PROCEEDS ON HER VOYAGE.—DISCOVER PORT DALRYMPLE.

ACCOUNT OF THE COUNTRY WITHIN IT.—NATURAL PRODUCTION.—ANI-

MALS SAGACITY AND NUMBERS OF THE BLACK SWAN.— INHABITANTS.

RANGE OF THE THERMOMETER. PASS TABLE CAPE. PROCEED TO THE

SOUTHWARD AND WESTWARD. THE NORFOLK PASSES THE STRAIT.

OBSERVATIONS THEREON.— PROCEEDS TO THE SOUTHWARD. -DE WITT'S

ISLES.—ENTER THE DERWENT RIVER.—OBSERVATIONS ON THE DERWENT.

SOME NATIVES SEEN. PARTICULARS OF ONE VENOMOUS SNAKE.

—

COMPARISON BETWELN NEW SOUTH WALES AND VAN DiEMEN's LAND.——

ARRIVE AT PORT JACKSON. ADVANTAGES OF BASS STRAIT.

Y EAVING Furneaux's Iftands, the Norfolk proceeded toward the

north coaft of Van Diemen's Land ; and on the 4th of Novem-

ber they paffed within a mile of a high grafty cape, which is the fea~

ward extremity of a ridge, that, rifing by a gentle afcent, retreats and"

joins fome chains of lofty mountains. A fmall rocky ifland lay two

miles from it to the W. S. W. At noon the latitude was 40
0

55' 25",

and the longitude 147
0

16' 30".

Early in the afternoon a gap in the land, fituated at the back of a

deep narrow bight, which had for fome time attracted attention, be-

gan to aflame the appearance of an inlet, which they bore away to

examine ; and, after running three miles, found that they had ftiut in

the line of the coaft on each fide, and were impelled forward by a

ftrong infet of tide ; and when the floop was on the point of enter-

ing the harbour, which appeared to be fairly open before her, the

water fhoaled fuddenly, {he ftruck the ground and lay fall:; but for-

tunately the ftrong flood in a few minutes dragged her over into

deep water, and mot her into the entrance with uncommon velocity.

Having
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Having advanced within the entrance, the harbour began to ex-

pand itfelf in a kind of large bafon. Its mores were broken into

points and projections, between fome of which the great ftrength of

the flood tide led them to expect it would branch off into arms. The

land lying immediately upon its borders was low, but not flat-; well

wooded ; and thofe points near which the floop paffed were clothed

with a very unufual degree of verdure. The fun being down, the

veflel was anchored for the night, and the next day they proceeded

with their refearches.

They were employed during fixteen days in the examination of this

place ; and the refult of the obfervatlons which were made by Mr,

Bafs in different parts of it, and the neighbouring country, are thrown

by that gentleman into one general account.

This harbour, or inlet, which was named, by the Governor, Port

Dalrymple, takes its courfe from the S. E. between two chains of

rounded mountains, ftretching inland from the fea with analmoft im-

perceptible increafe of elevation
,
and, after gradually approximating

each other, feemed to unite, at the diftance of between thirty and

forty miles, in a body of rugged mountains more lofty than them-

felves. Thefe two chains, in their relative pofitions, formed an acute

angle
;
being at their greateft diftance afunder, as meafured along the

fea-coaft, only fixteen miles. Being preffed for time, they were de-

terred from attempting to reach the head of the river ; but it was

hardly to be doubted, that its principal fource proceeded from fome

part near the point of union of the two chains of mountains. Allow-

ing this fuppofition, a great part of its ftream mull: be perfe&ly frefti;

for at the place where they ended their examination, which was not

more than half of the whole fuppofed diftance or length of the river, it

had become half frefh half fait, although its breadth was from half a

mile to a mile and a half, and its depth eight or nine fathoms*

The country which Mr. Bafs had an opportunity of obferving, was

a certain portion of that lying within the angle formed by two chains

of mountains ', and more efpecially of the parts which lay contigu-

ous
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ous to the water, rather than of thofe fituated in the vicinity of the

chains.

The quality of the ground, taking it in the aggregate, was- much
fuperior to that of the borders of any of the falt-water inlets of New
South Wales, Weftern Port excepted. The vegetable mould was,

however, found to be of no great depth, and was fometimes, perhaps

advantageoufly, mixed with 1m all quantities of fand.

The beft of the foil was found upon the fides of floping hills, and in

broad vallies between them. Some parts, that were low and level,,

had a peat-like furface, bounded by fmall tracts of flowering fhrubs and

odoriferous plants, that perfumed the air with the fragrance of their

oils*. Thefe retained, in general, the appearance of thofe in New
South Wales ; while they were, in reality, very different. The rich

and vivid colouring of the more northern flowers, and that foft and

exquifite gradation of tints, for which they are fo fmgularly diftin-

guifhed, hold with thofe here, but in a lefs eminent degree. The two
countries prefent a perfect fimilarity in this, that the more barren

fpots are the mod gaily adorned. The curious florid and fcientific

botanift would find ample fubjecl: of exultation in their different re-

fearches in Port Dairymple.

Except in thefe places, the grafs grows not in tufts, but covers the

land equally with a fhort nutricious herbage, better adapted, poffibly,

to the bite of fmall than of large cattle. The food for the latter grows
in bottoms of vallies and upon the damp flats. A large proportion of

the foil promifed a fair return to the labours of the cultivator, and a

leffer enfures an ample reward ; but the greater part would, per-

haps, be more advantageoufly employed if left for pafturage, than

if thrown into cultivation ; it would be poor as the one, but rich as

the other.

* In this particular they differ from the flowering fhrubs of New South Wales ; few of
which, beautiful as they were in other refpefts, were found to poffefs the fmalleft particle

©f odour.

3 p Water
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Water was found in runs more than ponds ;
and, though not abun-

dant, it was far from being fcarce.

The weft fide of the river furnimes the largeft quantity of the beft

ground. The country lying near the weft arm is chiefly rather flat,

and might be converted to many ufeful purpofes, both in agriculture

and in pafturage ; for which laft it is probably well calculated. If it

fhould ever be propofed to make a fettlement here, this part feems to

merit very particular attention. The beft land feems to be that fine

hilly country which lies at the back of an ifland named Middle Ifland ;

but accefs to it is not eafy, on account of a large moal extending

along its front, which is dry at low water.

In failing up the river, the points and mores prefent an appearance

of fertility that aftonifhes an eye ufed to thofe of the rocky harbours

of New South Wales. They are moftly grafted, as well as wooded,

clofe down to the water fide ; but every where a dark luxuriant vege-

tation meets the view.

The tides run fo uncommonly rapid, that if the port were colonized,

and the principal town built, as it no doubt would be, near the en-

trance, the produce of the villages and farms fcattered along its banks

might be brought to market with the greateft eafe, expedition, and

certainty.

The heavy timber is chiefly gum-tree of various fpecies ; of which,

two are different from any that have been yet feen in this country.

The fmaller trees and fhrubs refemble, with fome variety, thofe of

the continent.

The gray kangooroo, of a very large fize, abounded in the green

foreft ; the brufhes were tenanted by the fmaller black kind.

The plumage of the parrots forms a gloomy contraft with the rich

luftre of thofe near the fettlement, their colours being rather grave than

gay. The melancholy cry of the Bell-bird (dil boong, after which

Ben-nil-long named his infant child) feems to be unknown here.

Many aquatic birds, both web-footed and waders, frequent the arms
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and coves of the river ; but the black fwans alone are remarkable in

point of number. Mr. Bafs once made a rough calculation of three

hundred fwimming within the fpace of a quarter of a mile fquare,

and heard the " dying fong" of fome fcores ; but that fong, fo cele-

brated by the poets of former times, exactly referhbled the creaking of

a rufty alehoufe fign on a windy day. Not more than two thirds ofany

flock which they fell in with could fly ; the reft could do no more than

flap along upon the furface of the water, being either moulting or not

yet come to their full feather and growth, which they require two

years to attain. They fwam and flapped alternately, and went on fur-

prifingly fart. When in danger, they immerfe their bodies fo far,

that the water makes a paflage between their neck and back ; and in

this pofition they would frequently turn afide a heavy load of {hot.

They feemed to be endowed with much fagacity ; in chace, they foon

learned the weaken: point of their purfuers, and, inftead of fwimming

diredly from them, as they did at firft, always endeavoured in the

moft artful manner to gain the wind. To their affection for their

young, Mr. Bafs has feen fome lamentable Sacrifices ; but of their

fiercenefs, at leaft when oppofed to man, or their ftrength, he had

feen no inftance.

Among other reptiles were found the fnake with venomous fangs,

and fome large brown guanoes.

This country is inhabited by men; and, if any judgment could be

formed from the number of huts which they met, in about the fame

proportion as New South Wales. Their extreme fhynefs, however,

prevented any communication. They never even got fight of them but

once, and then at a great diftance. The huts, of which feven or

eight were generally found together, were wretchedly contrived; and

it appears fomewhat flrange that in the latitude of 41
0
, want fhould

not have fharpened their ideas to the invention of fome more conve-

nient habitation, efpecially fince they have been left by nature without

the confined dwelling of a hollow tree, or the more agreeable accom-

modation of a hole under a rock. A canoe was never met with, and

3 p 2 concurring
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concurring circumftances (hewed that this convenience was unknown

here. Hence, from the little that has been feen of the condition of

our own fpecies in this place, it appears to be much inferior in fome

effential points of convenience to that of the defpifed inhabitants of the

continent. How miferable a being would the latter be, were his

canoe taken from him, his ftone hatchet blunted, his hut pervious to

the fmalleft fhower of rain, and few or no excavations in the rocks to

fly to ! but happinefs, like every thing elfe, exifts only by compari-

fon with the ftage above and the ftage below our own. The circum-

ftances which occaftoned this difference between the people of two

countries fo near each other, and fo much alike in their natural pro-

ductions, muft remain hidden from our obfervation, until perhaps

fome permanent European fettlement mall be made in Van Diemen's

land.

The range of the thermometer, taken in various parts of the port,

was at night from 49° to 52
0

, and at noon from 5 8° to 64°.

On the 20th of November they left Port Dalrymple, and proceeded

to the weftward ;
but, the wind changing, they were driven back to

Turneaux's iflands, where, the gale continuing at weft, they were de-

tained until the 3d of December, when they were enabled to proceed.

Their progrefs was flow, and unavoidably at too great a cliftance from

the ftiore to form any juft idea of the country ; but what was feen of

it appeared high and mountainous, the mountains forming into hum-

mocks and low peaks, to which a few large fhapelefs knobs added a

great Angularity of appearance. On the haze clearing away, and the

more being diftinctly feen, it appeared rocky, but wooded nearly

down to the water's edge. A remarkable peaked mountain, fome few

miles inland, might have been thought, from its mape and height, to

have been once a volcano. A very Angular lump of high level, or

table land, lay at a few miles to the weftward in the coaft line ; and at

fome di(lance beyond it, a point appeared with three knobs of land

lying off it, refembling iilands. This was named Table Cape. From

this time nothing of moment occurred till the 1 ith, when they

ftretched
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ftretched in for the land, a large extent of which was indiftin&ly vifi-

ble through a light haze that hung about the horizon. At noon the

latitude was 41
0 i$\ and the longitude 148 0

58', with a frefh breeze

at N. N E. they bore away along the fhore, which trends to the S. E.

by E. and is diftant three or four miles.

From a fhore of beach, with fhort rocky points at intervals, the land

rofe gradually to a confiderable height, the afpe£t of which was barren

and brufhy, and the foil fandy. Several fhort reefs of rocks lay in

front of the beaches, and broke the long fvvell into a furf of tremen-

dous appearance.

Dreading a gale of wind from the weft, which was threatening^

and might have proved fatal to their little veftel, they hauled out to

the S. S. W. ; but the weather remained moderate.

On the following morning the wind flew round to the northward,

and they continued their route along the fhore. Early in the fore-

noon they pafled a angularly formed point, with a number of lumps

of rock lying fome two or three miles off it to the S, W. It refembled

an artificial pier, or mole, with warehoufes upon it, and a light-houfe

on the end next the water. Large maftes of detached oblong rocks

gave the appearance of warehoufes, and a remarkably long one ftand-

ing upon its end that of the light-houfe. Their latitude at noon was

.42*.02' and the longitude 145
0

iff. The coaft ftill trended to the S.

S. E. and the land began to change that uniformly regular figure

which it had hitherto preferved. It was becoming mountainous and

uneven, but was ftill barren.

Mr. Bafs and his fellow voyager, Lieutenant Flinders, did not hefi-

tate now to conclude that they had palled through the ftrait, and

from the Pacific had entered the Southern Indian Ocean ;
for what

within the extent of a vaft fea could give birth to the monftrous fwell

that was rolling in before their eyes ? and the coaft was evidently

trending towards the S. W. cape.

It was worthy of remark (Mr. Bafs fays), that the northern fhore of

the ftrait, from Wilfons Promontory (feen in the whale-boat) to Wef-

tera
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tern Port, refembled the bluff bold fhore of an open fea, with a fwell

rolling in, and a large furf breaking upon it ; while the fouthern fhore,

or what is the coaft of Van Diemen's land, appeared like the inner

fhore of a clufter of iflands, whofe outer parts break off the great

weight of the fea. The caufe of this is immediately obvious, on re-

collecting that the fwell of the Indian ocean enters the ftrait from the

fouthward of weft. The greater part of the fouthern fhore lies in a

bight, whofe weftern extreme is Hunter's Ifles, and theN.W. cape of

Van Diemen's land. Now as the fweli comes from the fouthward, as

well as the weftward, it muft, after ftriking upon the north-weft part

of the fouthern more, evidently run on in a direction fomewhat dia-

gonal with the two fides of the ftrait, until it expands itfelf upon the

northern more, where both fwell and furf are found. But to the fouth-

ward of this diagonal line the fwell muft quickly take off, and totally

difappear, long before it can reach the fhore to make a furf. Hence

arifes the difference.

That the fwell of the Indian ocean comes, by far the greater part

of the way, from the fouthward of weft, can hardly be doubted, fince

it is well known that prevailing winds are from that quarter.

Early in the afternoon of the nth, a piece of land flood out from

the line of the coaft like an ifland, but was foon found to be joined to

the main by a fandy beach. The fhore beyond it looked rugged and

craggy, and the land equalled the moft fterile and ftoney that had

been feen.

Towards noon the coaft began to rife into chains of lofty mountains,

which ran along in nearly the fame line as the coaft. The latitude

was 43
0
07', the longitude 145

0
42'. A large fmoke that got up aftern

of the veffel was the firft fign of inhabitants that had been feen upon

this weft coaft, the appearance of which was miferably barren.

At eight in the evening they paffed the S. W. cape of Van Die-

men's land, hitherto known as that of New Holland. It is a narrow

piece of land, projecting from the higher land at no great diftance,

with two flattifh hummocks, that gave it fome little refemblance to

the
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the Ram Head near Plymouth, At fun-fet they were about a mile

and a half from the South Gape.

The fouth-weft and fouth capes lie nearly eaft and weft of each

other, and are diftant about fifteen leagues. The intermediate coaft

forms the fouthern boundary of Van Diemen's Land; but if taken

upon the more extenfive fcale of the whole fouthern hemifphere, it

appears, as the fouthern point of New Holland, to be of equal re-

fpe&ability with the extremity of Terra del Fuego and of the Cape

of Good Hope, the fouth points of the continents of America and

Africa.

Like that of Terra del Fuego, the extremity of Van Diemen's Land

prefents a rugged and determined front to the icy regions of the fouth

pole ; and like it feems once to have extended further fouth than it

does at prefent. To a very unufual elevation, is added an irregularity

of form, that juftly entitles it to rank among the foremoft of the

grand and wildly magnificent fcenes of nature. It abounds with peaks

and ridges, gaps and fifTures, that not only difdain the fmalleft uni-

formity of figure, but are ever changing fhape, as the point of view

fhifts. Beneath this ftrange confufion, the weftern part of this

waving coaft-line obferves a regularity equally remarkable as the wild

diforder which prevails above. Lofty ridges of mountain bounded

by tremendous cliffs, project from two to four miles into the fea, at

nearly equal diftances from each other, with a breadth varying from

two miles to two and a half. The bights or bays lying between them

are backed by fandy beaches. Thefe vaft buttreffes appear to be the

fouthern extremities of the mountains of Van Diemen's Land
;
which,

it can hardly be doubted, have once projected into the fea far beyond

their prefent abrupt termination, and have been united with the

now detached land, De Witt's Ifles. Thefe ifles, (fo named, pro-

bably, by Tafman) twelve in number, are of various fizes. The two

largeft are from three to four miles in circuit. Their fides are

fteep ; but their height is inferior to that of the main. The largeft is

2 the
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the loweft. Their afpe£fc, like that of the main, befpeaks extreme

fterility.

A great fmoke that arofe at the back of one of the bights mewed

the main to be inhabited ; but they could not fuppofe the people of

this place to be furniihed with canoes, when thofe of Adventure Bay,,

in their neighbourhood, were unprovided with them. Nothing,,

therefore, was- left to their choice, but to allow that they might

tranfport themfelves over, either upon logs of wood, or by fwimining

acrofs ; and, as the moft probable reward of fuch- an exertion would

be, the capture of birds while breeding, or the feizure of their eggs,

the utility of fpreading fires in facilitating fuch operations is ob-

vious.

After pairing feveral places of fmaller note, they entered Herdf-

man's Cove ; above which, it being the opinion of Mr. Bafs and his

companion that the {loop could not proceed, they went up the Der-

went River in her boat, imagining that one tide would enable them

to reach its fource ; but in this they were miftaken, falling, as they

believed, feveral miles mort of it. Where the returning tide met

them, the water had become perfectly frelh ; the ftream was two hun-

dred and thirty yards in breadth, and in depth three fathoms. It

was wedged in between high grafiy hills that defcended to the river

upon a quick Hope, and had a very grand appearance. But the only

culturable patches of land that they faw were fome few breaks in the

hills, and fome narrow flips that were found at their foot clofe to the

water's fide.

In their way up, a human voice faluted them from the hills ; on

which they landed, carrying with them one of feveral fwans which

they had juft {hot. Having nearly reached the fummit, two females,,

with a fhort covering hanging loofe from their moulders, fuddenly

appeared at fome little diftance before them
;
but, fnatching up each

a fmall baiket, thefe fcampered off. A man then prefented himfelf,

and fuffered them to approach him without any figns of fear or

diftruft.
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diftruft. He received the fwan joyfully, appearing to efteem it a

treafure.

His language was unintelligible to them, as was theirs to him, al-

though they addreffed him in feveral of the dialects of the New South

Wales, and fome few of the mod common words of the South Sea

iflands. With fome difficulty they made him comprehend their wim

to fee his place of refidence. He pointed over the hill, and proceeded

onwards ; but his pace was flow and wandering, and he often flopped

under pretence of having loft the track ; which led them to fufpect

that his only aim was, to amufe and tire them out. Judging, then,

that in perfifting to follow him they muft lofe the remaining part

of the flood tide, which was much more valuable to them than the

fight of his hut could be, they parted from him in great friendship.

The moft probable reafon of his unwillingnefs to be their guide

feemed to be, his fearing that if he took them to his women, their

charms might induce them to run off with them—a jealoufy very

common with the natives of the continent.

He was a fhort flight man, of a middle age, with a countenance

more expreflive of benignity and intelligence, than of that ferocity

or ftupidity which generally characterized the other natives ; and his

features were lefs flattened, or negro-like, than theirs. His face was

blackened ; and the top of his head was plaftered with red earth. His

hair was either naturally fhort and clofe, or had been rendered fo by

burning, and, although fhort and ftiffly curled, they did not think it

woolly. He was armed with two fpears, very ill made, of folid wood.

No part of their drefs attracted his attention, except the red filk-hand-

kerchiefs round their necks. Their fire-arms were to him objects nei-

ther of curiofity nor fear.

This was the firfl man they had fpoken with in Van Diemen's Lan$

;

and his frank and open deportment led them not only to form a fa-

vourable opinion of the difpofition of its inhabitants, but to conjec-

ture that if the country was peopled in the ufual numbers, he would

not have been the only one they fhould have met. A circumftance

n n which
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which corroborated this fuppofition was, that in the excurfions made

by Mr. Bafs into the country, having feldom any other fociety than

his two dogs, he would have been no great object of dread to a people

ignorant of the effects of fire-arms, and would certainly have been

hailed by any one who might have feen him.

They fell in with many huts along the different mores of the river,

of the fame bad conftruction as thofe of Port Dalrymple, but with

fewer heaps of mufcle-fhells lying near them. The natives of this

place, probably, drew the principal part of their food from the woods;

the bones of fmall animals, fuch as opoffums, fquirrels, kangooroo

rats, and bandicoots, were numerous round their deferted fire-places ;

and the two fpears which they faw in the hands of the man were fimi-

lar to thofe ufed for hunting in other parts. Many trees alfo were

obferved to be notched. No canoes were ever feen, nor any trees fo

barked as to anfwer that purpofe.

Befides the fmall quadrupeds already mentioned, they obferved the

grey and red kangooroo. The feathered tribes were apparently fimi-

lar to thofe of Port Dalrymple. Here again they daily ate their fwan,

the flocks of which even exceeded thofe that they had before met

with.

The mod formidable among the reptiles was the black fnake with

venomous fangs, and fo much in colour refembling a burnt {tick, that

a clofe infpection only could detect the difference. Mr. Bafs once,

with his eyes cautioufly directed towards the ground, ftepped over

one which was lying afleep among fome black flicks, and would have

paffed on without obferving it, had not its loud hifs attracted his at-

tention the moment afterwards.

He determined on taking him alive, in order to try the effect of

his bite upon a hawk that he had in his poffeffion. In the conteft,

he bit himfelf ; after which he was foon mattered, and in lefs than

ten minutes died. Having never before known a fnake of his fize to

be killed by a few very flight blows with a flick, which was fo rotten

as fcarcely to bear the weight of its own blow, he was at a lofs to

conceive
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ctmceive how death had fo fuddenly fucceeded fo much vigour in an

animal fo tenacious of life. Was it poffible that his own bite could

have been the caufe ? When, three hours afterwards, the fkin was

ftripped off, the flefli for fome diftance round the marks of his teeth

was found inflamed and difcoloured.

The account of the Derwent River being now clofed, and the whole

of what was learned of Van Diemen's Land related, it may not be im-

proper, fays Mr. Bafs, to point out the manner in which this country

and New South Wales appear to differ in their mpft effential quality,

that of their foil.

In adj ufting their comparative fertility, the contrafted difpofition

of their foils is much more prominent than any inequality in their

quantity. They are poor countries ; but, as far as the eye of dif-

covery has yet penetrated into either, the culturable foil of the latter

is found lying in a few diftindt patches of limited extent, and of

varying quality ; while the foil of the former, being more equally

fpread, thofe fpots of abundant richnefs, or large wilds of unimprove-

able fterility, are much lefs frequently feen.

Although Van Diemen's Land feems to poffefs few or none of thofe

vaft depths of foil with which the happieft fpots of New South

Wales are bleffed ;
yet it feldom fickens the heart of its traveller

with thofe extenfive tra&s which at once difarm induftry, and leave

the warmeft imagination without one beguiling project.

In point of productive foil Mr. Bafs gives the preponderance to

Van Diemen's Land.

In one particular, which to the inhabitants of a civilized country is

of the utmoft importance, both countries are but too much alike :

each is amply ftored with water for the common purpofes of life
;

but deficient in thofe large interfe&ions of it which, in other more

fortunate countries, fo much facilitate the operations of man, and lead

commerce to the door of even the moft inland farmer.

3 Q~ 2 Twq
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Two rivers only, Port Dalrymple and the Derwent, are known to

defcend from Van Diemen's Land ; but by Point St. Vincent, poffibly,

there may be a third.

On the 3d of January they left the Derwent, and proceeded to the

northward,- coafting the eaft fide of Frederick-Henry Bay, which

was for the mod: part high and fteep to the fea. The figure of the

fhore, between what is now called Cape Bafaltes and Cape Pillar, ex-

hibited one of thofe great works of nature which feldom fail to excite

furprize : it was all bafaltic. The cape is a vaft high wedge, which

projects into the fea, furmounted by lofty fingle columns.

Early on the morning of the 8th they were among the iflands lying

off the Patriarchs. Thefe were three in number ; the largeft of which

was high, rocky, and barren, with a bafis of granite
;
which, like

that of Prefervation Ifland, laid fcattered about in large detached blocks.

Mr. Bafs landed upon the outermoft, and found it well inhabited.

The various tribes had divided it into diftri&s. One part was white

with gannets, breeding in nefts of earth and dried grafs. Petrels

and penguins had their under-ground habitations in thofe parts of the

ifland which had the mo ft grafs. The rocks of the more, and blocks

of granite, were occupied by the pied offenfive mag and common gull

;

geefe, red-bills, and quails, lived in common ; and the reft was ap-

propriated to the feals, who feemed to be lords of the domain. Mr..

Bafs remarked with furprize, that though the principal herd fcampered

off like (heep, as is ufual on the firft approach, yet the males, who

poffeffed a rock to themfelves, where they fat furrounded by their

numerous wives and progeny, on his drawing near them, hobbled up

with a menacing roar, and fairly commenced the attack, while the

wives feemed to reft their fecurity upon the fuperior courage and

addrefs of their lords
;

for, inltead of retreating into the water in the

utmoft confternation, they only railed themfelves upon their fore fins,,

as if ready for a march, keeping their eyes upon the males, and

watching the movements of the enemy.

Having

V
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Having colle&ed as much flock as was necefTary, they flood to the

northward, and on the 1 2th reached Port Jackfon.

On delivering the account of his voyage to the Governor, he named

the principal difcovery which was the event of it, Bafs Strait, as a

tribute to the difcoverer.

The moft prominent advantage which feemed likely to accrue to

the fettlement from this difcovery was, the expediting of the paflage

from the Cape of Good Hope to Port Jackfon.

The vefTel that has the credit of having firft circumnavigated Van

Diemen's Land was built at Norfolk-Ifland, of the fir of that country,
,

which was found to anfwer extremely well.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXII.

agricultural concerns.—the criminal court assembled. a man
tried fox killing a native. two men executed.—the public

gaol burnt.—observations.—great drought. a flood at the
river.—natives.—a spanish prize arrives. norfolk island.

resources in new south wales, the buffalo arrives from eng-

land, and brings cattle from the cape.—natives.—tempestuous

weather. effects.—the albion whaler arrives from england.
—her quick passage. a missionary murdered.—the murderers
tried and executed.'—the hilsborough arrives from england.
—mortality on board. the governor visits the settlers upon
george's river.— the Norfolk sloop returns from an excursion
to the northward. account of her proceedings. enters shoal
bay. particulars respecting it.— enters olass-house bay.

—

lieutenant flinders meets some natives,— particulars.— point

skirmish.—proceeds to a river in. glass-house bay.

muft now return to the other affairs of the fettlement, from

which we have been fo long abfent.

Agricultural concerns wore as unpromifing an appearance as in the

laft month. The Governor, in a vifit which he made to Parramatta^

found that the pafture over the whole country had been entirely-

burnt up ; in confequence of which the grazing cattle were in great

diftrefs
;
and, from the lamentable continuance of the drought, the

maize was every where likely to fail : a, misfortune that would ruin

the flock of hogs, and confiderably reduce the fettlement in the ar-

ticle of bread.

That he might afcertain what quantity of grain he had to depend

on, all thofe who cultivated ground were directed to give in, bv a

certain time, a return of the wheat and other grain in the^- poffefhon.

About this time his Excellency received from Norfolk Ifland the fatif-

fadlory intelligence, that the wheat harveft had there been more pro r

5 ductive
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du&ive than ufual ; but the maize was likely to fall fliort from a

fimilar want of rain.

At the clofe of January the Criminal Court of Judicature was af-

fembled; when a ferjeant of the New South Wales corps was con-

demned for a forgery, but recommended to the Governor's mercy by

the court ; another was condemned for a burglary ; and a third fen-

tenced to receive a fevere corporal punifhment, for having mot a

native at Botany Bay. Could the evidence of fome of thefe people

have been taken, it was fuppofed that he would have been capitally

convicted ; in which cafe he would certainly have fuffered, the Go-

vernor having determined to put that article of his Majefty's inftruc-

tions in force, which, in placing thefe people under the protection

of the Britifh Government, enjoined the punifhing of any injury

done to their perfons or property. When the culprit was brought

out to be punifhed, feveral of the natives attended ; and he received

in their prefence as much of his fentence as he could bear, they wit-

nefling his fufferings with the raoft perfect indifference.

The weather was exceedingly hot during the whole of January.

On the 8th of February, a prifoner who had been condemned to die

by the laft court fuffered the fentence of the law. The recollection of

his untimely end, and his admonitions from the fatal tree, could not

have departed from the minds of thofe who faw and heard him, when

another court fent another offender to make the fame atonement for his

numerous crimes. Indeed, the journal of this month would furnifh

little elfe than a catalogue of executions, robberies, and inftances of

depravity ;
among which was the deftroying by fire the public gaol

at Sydney ; nor was any doubt entertained of its having been done

through defign, though it will be read with horror, that at that time there

were confined within its walls twenty prifoners, moft of whom were

loaded with irons, and who, with much difficulty, werefnatched from

the flames. Feeling for each other was never imputed to thefe mif-

creants ; and yet, if feveral were engaged in the commiffion of a crime,

they have feldom been known to betray their companions in iniquity.

But
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But from fcenes fo difgraceful to human nature the mind feels re-

lieved, even though compelled to turn to thofe of calamity. Yet,

before we proceed, it is but juflice to thofe in power to obferve, that,

were it not evident that certain punifhment awaited the conviction

of offenders, it might he fuppofed that a relaxation of the civil au-

thority had begotten impunity ; but far otherwife was the fact : the

police was vigilant, the magistrates active, and the Governor, ever

anxious to fupport them, with ineeffant diligence endeavoured to efta*

blifh good order and morality in the fettlement. But fuch was the

depravity of thefe people, from the habitual practice of vice, that they

were become alike fearlefs of the punifhments of this world, or of that

which is to come.

The great drought and exceffive heat had affected the water. Such

ponds as ftill retained any were reduced fo very low, that mofl of

them were become brackifh, and fcarcely drinkable. From this cir-

cumftance, it was conjectured, that the earth contained a large portion

of fait ; for the ponds even on the high grounds were not frefh. The

woods between Sydney and Parramatta were completely on fire, the

trees being burnt to the tops ; and every blade of grafs was deftroyed.

The entrance of March was accompanied by two or three days rain,

which greatly refrefhed the gardens that were almofl wholly burnt up,

and every where revived the perilling vegetation. At the Hawkef-

bury, however, an accident occurred, which, although not io ruinous

to the colony at large as the drought, proved mofl deftructive to the

fettlers in that diftrict. This river fuddenly, and in the courfe of a

very few hours, fwelled to the height of fifty feet above its common

level, and with fuch rapidity and power as to carry every thing before

it. The government-houfe, which had been erected at the firft fet-

tling of that part of the country, was fwept away, with a quantity

of provifions which had been depofited in it. Many of the inhabi-

tants were taken off from the ridges of their houfes, by a few boats

which they fortunately had among them, juft in time to fave their

lives ; for mofl of the dwellings were inundated, and the whole coun-

try
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try appeared like an extenfive lake. Many hogs, other live flock,

poultry, with much of the produce of the laft unfortunate harveft,

and the domeftic effecls of the people, were hurried away by the tor-

rent. Fortunately, however, only one life was loft.

This was a mod ferious calamity
;
and, no caufe having appeared

to indicate an approaching overflow of the river, the fettlers were not

prepared for fuch a difafter. It was faid, that the natives forefaw it,

and apprifed the inhabitants. There could, however,, be no doubt,

that, unpereeived by our people, a heavy fall of rain had taken place

in the interior of the country, among the mountains ; and which,

from the parched ftate of the land for fuch a length of time, had in

no part been abforbed, but ran down the fides of the hills, as from

mountains of folid rock, filling all the low grounds, and branches of

the river
;
which, being in form fuddenly ferpentine, could not give

vent fo fall as the waters defcended.
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In a few days this extraordinary collection of water had found its

way to the fea ;
and, the river regaining its ufual level, the fettlers

fet about new cropping their grounds ; for which purpofe they were

fupplied with feed wheat on the government account ; their requeft

for bedding and clothing, it was not fo eafy to comply with, from the

poverty of the public ftores in thefe articles.

Among the public works at this time in hand were, the raifmg the

walls of the new gaol, laying the upper floor of a windmill, and erect-

ing the churches of Sydney and Parramatta. Moft of thefe buildings

did not advance fo rapidly as the neceffity for them required, owing

to the weaknefs of the public gangs; and, indeed, fcarcely ever had

there been a thorough day's labour obtained from them. They

never felt themfelves interefted in the effect of their work, knowing

that the ration from the (tore, whatever it might be,
7
would be iifued

to them, whether they earned it or not ; unlike the labouring man

whofe fubfiftence, and that of his family, depend upon his exertions.

For the individual who would pay them for their fervices with fpirits,

they would labour while they had iirength to lift the hoe or the axe
;

but when government required the production of that ftrength, it was

not forthcoming ; and it was more to be wondered, that under fuch

difadvantages fo much, rather than fo little, had been done. The

convicts whofe fervices belonged to the Crown were, by far the greater

part, a worthlefs dilfipated fet, who never thought beyond the pre-

fent moment ; and they were for ever employed in rendering that

moment as eafy to themfelves as their invention could enable them.

Of the fettlers and their difpofition, much has been already faid.

The affiftance and encouragement which from time totinte were given

them, they were not found to deferve. The greater part had ori-

ginally been convicts; and it is not to be fuppofed, that while they

continued in that ftate, their habits were much improved. With

thefe habits, then, they became freemen and fettlers ; the effect of

which was, to render them infolent and prefuming; and many of

them continued a dead weight upon the government, without re-

ducing
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ducing the expences of the colony, Thefe expences were certainly-

great, and had been confiderably increafed. The fettlement was at

this time much in want of many neceffary articles of life; and when

thefe were brought by fpeculators and traders who occafionally touched

there, they demanded more than five hundred per cent, above what

the fame articles could have been fent out for from England, with

every addition of freight, infurance, &c.

It having been for feveral days reported, that the crews of two

boats, which had been permitted to go to Hunter's River, had been

cut off by the natives, the Governor ordered his whale-boat to be well

armed, and to proceed thither in queft of the boats and their crews
;

fending in her Henry Hacking, a perfon on whom he could depend.

This man, at his return, informed the Governor, that on his arrival

an attempt had been made to burn the fmaller boat, which had three

men in her, who were each provided with a mufquet. The boat was

there, but the men were not to be found. Going in fearch of them,

he fell in with a large body of natives, all armed. On defiring them

to inform him what was become of the white men, they told him

that they were gone to Sydney. This, however, did not fatisfy him,

as he found that they had taken away the fails of the boat, the men's

blankets, and every thing that they had with them. He then threat-

ened to kill them if they did not inftantly inform him, and prefented

his mufquet ; at which they laughed, and {aid, that if he did not go

away, and leave them a fmall boat which he had with him, and the

whale-boat, they would deftroy every white man there, and poifed

their fpears in a threatening manner. He again levelled his mufquet,

in the hope of alarming them ; but they were not fo eafily frightened,

and became more noify and violent. Finding that an attack was al-

moft certain, he charged his gun with buck-mot, and ordered them

to leave the place ;
but, their clamour increafing, he fired, and four

of them fell, one of whom got up again and ran off, the other three

remaining upon the gtound, probably mortally wounded. The whole

3 R 2 difap-
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difappeared, leaving Hacking to fill his boat and effect his retreat un-

molefted. The men who had been miffing, fome time after fortunately

reached the fettlement^

On the 24th, the Nautilus returned from Norfolk Ifland, and with

her came in a Spanifh fhip, a prize to two whalers, which they had

captured off Cape Blanco on the coaft of Peru. A Court of Vice-

Admiralty having been affernbled, me was condemned as a legal prize,

and part of her cargo fold by public auction.

This was a new circumftance in the annals of the fettlement, and

wore the appearance of rendering it of more confequence than it had

hitherto been. Did it not go to prove, that at fome future period,

in the event of a Dutch war, it might become a place of much im-

portance, by offering a reception to the prizes of our cruizers, a court

whereat they could be condemned, and a market for their cargoes ?

Two days afterwards the Norfolk returned from Norfolk Ifland,

bringing a confirmation of the entire failure of the maize harvefT,

Every year's experience proved, that that ifland never would be of

the utility which might be expected from the very great expence that

was incurred on its account. It was probable, that this expence had

not been adverted to in England; for all the bills drawn there werefent

to New South Wales to be confolidated into bills upon the treafury
;
by

which means the expences of the principal fettlement appeared to be

far more confiderable than in fact they were. The boaft of its con-

taining timber, and flax fit for naval purpofes, fufficient to conftruct

and equip a navy, falls to the ground, when it is confidered that the

whole ifland does not contain a fingle harbour, cove, or inlet, fit to

inciter a boat, much lefs a fhip ; but that it is furrounded by a dan-

gerous coral reef, which has proved the lofs of one King's fhip, and

many lives. Befides, the foil of New South Wales produces timber

znd -flax perfectly calculated for all naval purpofes, and in fufficient

abundance. If an idea may be hazarded, Van Diemen's Ifland holds

out in every refpect a more advantageous fpot for a fettlement, where

the
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the inhabitants would have every thing that Norfolk Ifland has to

offer, befides the fuperior benefits of a temperate climate and capa-

cious harbour.

In addition to the advantages likely to be obtained in New South

Wales by the culture of the flax plant, the breed of fheep had been

confiderably improved, by croffing the fmall Bengal with the larger

Cape fheep. The fleece produced from this mixture was excellent

;

and a fpecimen of woollen cloth fabricated of it was fent to England.

One end of a web of linen, woven from the wild flax of the country,

was croffed with a thread fpun from the bark of a tree ; and a web

from that bark was croffed, in the fpecimen fent home, by a thread

of wool. All thefe were made under many difficulties; but they an-

fwered the purpofe of mewing what might be done, with proper tools,

at a future period. There was not any. doubt, but that the flax plant

would confiderably improve by cultivation ; and the manufacture of

woollens promifed to be of great benefit to the fettlement, whenever a

fufficiencv of the raw materials fhould be colle&ed.

The difcovery of the vaft ftrata of coal rauft be reckoned among

the new lights thrown upon the refources of the colony. The facility

that this prefents in working the iron ore with which the fettlement

abounded, mull prove of infinite utility if a dock-yard mould ever be

eftablifhed there.

On the 3d of May his Majefty's fhip Buffalo arrived from England
;

but lafl from the Gape of Good Hope, whence fhe brought fixty-fix

head of cattle. She had alfo on board fome tools and articles of

hardware for the ufe of the colony ;
but, unfortunately, no bedding

or clothing of any kind.

The natives, ever hoftile to the fettlers, had lately killed one of

them : thefe natives belonged to the tribe of which Pe-mul-wy was

the leader.

Savage as thefe beings were toward the white people, and to

each other, yet they could unbend, and divert themfelves. with the

fofter amufements of fmging and dancing. The annexed Engraving
repre-
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reprefents a party thus occupied, and gives a correct view of their

perfons and manners. The figure leaning upon his fhield, the atti-

tude of the woman dancing, and the whole group, are accurate deli-

neations of a party aflembled by the light of a fire at the mouth of one

of their excavated rocks.

It might be fuppofed, that with this exercife, and the company of

their females, their angry and turbulent pafTions would be at reft,

and the idea of murder could not enter their minds
;
yet have they

been often known to Mart away, in fearch of fome unfufpecting ob-

ject of their hatred, who, before the morning, has received a dozen

fpears through his body : and this is man in his uncultivated flate !

The weather nearly throughout the month of June had been ex-

tremely tempefluous, blowing a heavy gale from the fouthward, at-

tended with a deluge of rain. The ravages of this florm were fo

great, that the fettlement was thrown back a full twelvemonth in

thofe works which at the time were expected very fhortly to be

completed. The weather had never, from the eftablifhment of the

colony, been obferved to be fo fevere. The fettlement had, indeed,

between the fires of the fummer, and the floods and gales of the win-

ter, fuffered very confiderably. Added to thefe, at this time, were

the inconveniences arifing from an unproductive harvefl, from an

exhaufted flore in the very elTential articles of clothing and bedding,

from the hoflile difpofition of many of the natives, and from the

annihilation of morality, honefty, and induftry, in the major part of

• the colonifts.

As this picture is not exaggerated, the fituation and feelings of the

rational part of the fettlement were certainly not to be envied.

Every exertion was immediately made to remedy the misfortunes

occafioned by the late tempefluous weather. The erecting of a flone

prifon at Sydney being found to create much expenfe, as well as to

require much time, the Governor called a meeting of the officers,

principal inhabitants, and landholders, and propofed an afTefTment to

be furnifhed by each, as well of money as of labour ; which was

readily
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readily agreed to on their part : and that neceffary building was

thenceforth carried on at their expence, the public {tores only fur-

niihing fuch iron as might be requifite.

On the 29th, the {hip Albion anchored in the cove from England

after a paffage of only three months and fifteen days, the fhorteft ever

yet made to that country. Mr. Ebor Bunker, who had been at Port

Jackfon before in the William and Ann tranfport, commanded the

Albion, and was now feleded by her owners, Meffrs. Champions, to

give the whale- fifhing upon the coaft a complete and fair trial. For

this purpofe, the {hip was fitted out, with the accuftomed liberality of

thofe gentlemen, in the ampleft manner, with every flore that could

be neceffary for her own ufe, and every comfort for her people.

Fortunate would it have proved for the fettlement in general, had

thefe and fuch refpedable gentlemen been among the firft of thofe

whofe fpeculative views had induced them to embark their property

in thefe undertakings : it would then have efcaped the extortions

which had been but too fuccefsfully pradifed by many others.

The month of July commenced with a mod horrid murder, which

was committed upon Mr. Samuel Clode, one of the miffionaries, who

had fled for refuge from the favages of Otaheite, to the lefs tolerable,

becaufe better inftruded, civilized favages of Sydney. This ad of

more than favage barbarity was committed at the brick-fields, in the

houfe of a foldier. His brains were beaten out at the back of his head,

with an axe, and his throat fo cut as nearly to fever the head from the

body, which was then thrown into a faw-pit. It was difcovered by

a man who had been in the habit of concealing his hoe in the fame

place: fuch are the diredions of Providence !

The Criminal Court being convened, two men and one woman

were on the eleareft evidence convided of the murder, and adjudged

to fuffer death.

It appeared upon the trial, that the trifling fum of ten pounds,

which one of the men, a foldier, had been indebted to Mr. Clode,

prompted him to his deftrudion. To effed this, he fignified to the

t unfor-
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unfortunate gentleman, that if he would call at his hut in the even-

ing he would pay him. He called accordingly; and while leaning

over a table to draw up a receipt, received the firft blow with the

axe, from the hand of Thomas Jones, the foldier
;

Albury, the

other man, who it had been agreed upon mould give it, having failed

in his refolution at the moment when he was expe&ed to prove it.

Being convicted on the 4th, they were executed on the 6th, upon

the fpot where the murder had been committed. The houfe was pulled

down and burnt ; and the bodies of the two men were hung in chains

near the place. That of the woman was delivered to the furgeon for

diffe&ion.

On the 26th of July the Hillfborough tranfport arrived from Eng-

land, whence {he had failed with three hundred male convi&s on

board ; but from the raging of a gaol fever, that made its appear-

ance foon after her departure, ninety-five had died during the voyage,

and fix more were added to the number in a few days after they were

landed.

It was impoffible that any {hip could have been better fitted by

government for the accommodation of prifoners, during fuch a voy-

age, than was the Hillfborough ;
but, unfortunately, they brought with

them, perhaps, lurking in their clothing, a difeafe which bade de-

fiance to all the meafures that could be taken for their comfort and

convenience.

The hofpitals were immediately filled with the furvivors, from

whom no labour could, for a length of time, be expected ; and they

were fupplied with frefh meat

Governor Hunter, in the beginning of Auguft, fpent fome days

in an excurfion from ProfpecT-Hill to the fettlement which he had

eftablifhed on the banks of George's River. Having before examined

the country between Parramatta and the river, he now traced it in

another direction, and had the gratification of finding it equally fa-

vourable to cultivation with what he had before obferved. The

diftance from the hill was about five miles, over excellent ground,

well



'799-3 OF NEW SOUTH WALES, 497

well adapted both for cultivation and pafturage, and equal to any on

the banks of the Nile of New South Wales. The fettlers, whom he

had placed there, were all doing well, had not any complaints to

make, and had not been molefled for fome time by the natives. On
quitting them, he proceeded down the river to Botany Bay, and

thence walked over-land to Sydney ; between which places there was

nothing but barren and uneven ground, but every where covered with

the moft beautiful flowering heath.

Shortly after his return, the Norfolk floop came in from the north-

ward, having been abfent about fix weeks upon a particular fervice

;

the following account of which is taken from the journal of

Lieutenant Flinders, which he delivered to the Governor after his

arrival.

The Governor being very defirous of gaining fome information re-

fpeding the coaft to the northward of Port Jackfon, particularly of

two large openings marked by Captain Cook, the Norfolk floop was

manned with volunteers from the two King's mips ; and Lieutenant

Flinders was accompanied by Bong-ree, a native of the north fide of

Broken Bay, who had been noted for his good difpofition, and open

and manly conducl. On this fervice they had failed on the 8th of

the preceding month.

At half paft feven in the morning of Sunday the 9th they founded ;

but without finding ground with fifteen fathoms of line, at the

diftance of half a mile from a fmall reef of black rocks, which ran off

from a fugar-loaf point. There were two very low, and therefore

dangerous rocks, lying at S. 20 0 E. three or four miles, and S. E.

about two miles from this point. Thefe rocks require to be parti-

cularly guarded againft by any veffel coming near the land.

Sounding with ten fathoms of line at half a mile diftance from the

fhore of Cape Hawke, they got ground. The two hills here men-

tioned by Captain Cook were found to ftand upon the pitch of the

Cape, and were covered with bruin down to the low cliffs. The

ftrata. in thefe cliffs lay forty or fifty degrees from the horizontal line.

2 s From
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From the Cape the coafl falls back, forming a kind of double bay.

The land was low, and rofe, but very gradually, ridge over ridge

inland to a moderate height, the country looking pleafant enough

from the fea ; but the trees appeared fmall, and mixed with brum-

wood.

On the morning of the loth it was difcovered that the fioop had

unfortunately fprung a very bad leak, which admitted fo much water

as kept one pump conftantly at work, this was a ferious caufe of alarm

;

and the maize with which the floop had been before loaded was con-

tinually choaking up the pump.

After palling the Solitary Ifles, which Mr. Flinders thought might,

with equal propriety, be termed the Miferable, from their fterile and

uninviting appearance, they anchored in Shoal Bay, in two and a

half fathoms water, on a hard fandy bottom.

On examining this bay in his boat, he found it to be very mallow.

Having returned to the floop about noon, he landed on the fouth head

for the purpofe of obferving for the latitude. The meridional alti-

tude of the fun gave 29
0 26' 28" S. for the latitude of the entrance

into the bay.

Nothing here appearing to merit more than a fuperficial examina-

tion, Mr. Flinders did not think it worth confuming much of his

time, and therefore got under way on the afternoon of the 12th.

On the 15th, they were 13 miles diftant from Cape Byron ; and at

the fame time the peak of Mount Warning was juft appearing over

it. Having hauled more off, to avoid the reef lying off Point Danger,

on the following morning they found themfelves at a confiderable

diftance from the land. They now fteered weft for a large fpace
?

where no land was vifible, and, perceiving breakers off the fouth point

of the opening, were fatisfied that this was Moreton Bay. Paffing

between thefe breakers and Point Lookout, they got ground in twenty

fathoms water. As they drew nearer, there appeared to be a very

large extent of water within the opening. The country to the fea-

ward was wretchedly fandy. At duik, Cape Moreton bore weft,

diftant
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cliftant two or three miles; and the higheft glafs-houfe, whofe peak

was juft prefenting itfelf over the diftant land, had opened round it

at W. 3
0
or 4

0
N. Two hummocks, refembling hay-cocks, dirlincl;

from any other land, opened foon after a few degrees to the fouth-.

ward.

The veffel was now hauled in round Cape Moreton, to go into

Glafs-Houfe Bay. While ranging within a mile of the more, ten

natives were counted, half of whom were probably women, from

their keeping behind the others. The men made many antic geftures.

One had a green branch in his hand, which he waved to and fro at

the extent of his arm, from the ground on one fide of him to that on

the other ; and fome of them would run into the water occafionally,

and beat the furf with flicks. They appeared to be friendly, ufing

nearly the fame word in calling our people that would have been made

ufe of by a Port Jackfon native, and feemed delirous that they mould

proceed up the bay.

At eight in the evening they anchored about two miles from a low

Tandy more on the weft fide of the bay.

The next morning Mr. Flinders went in his boat toward the open-

ing, taking Bong-ree, the native, with him. As they approached the

fandy point, fome dogs came down upon the beach ; and foon after

feveral natives made their appearance, moft of them carrying fifhing-

nets over their moulders. They lay upon their oars fome time, con-

verfing with them by figns, and repeating the words which they

had made ufe of. As they feemed to be friendly, Bong-ree wifhed

to make them a vifit ;
and, feeing nothing among them but the

pieces of fire-wood which the natives ufually carry with them, he

jumped on more, naked, and as unarmed as they themfelves ap-

peared.

He quickly made an exchange with the yarn-belt from his waift,

for a fillet made of kangooroo hair. The mufquets were kept at hand

in the boat, to be prepared againft any treachery ; but, every thing

^ g 2 leem ,ss
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feeming to go on well, the natives appearing rather fhy than other-

wife, Mr. Flinders joined his companion, taking his gun with him.

By making friendly figns, laying down the gun, and offering them a

woollen cap, he was luffered to approach, and one took the cap
;

but when Mr. Flinders made figns that he expected to have his net-

bag in return, he gave him to underftand that he muft firft give

him his hat. This hat was made of the white filaments of the cab-

bage-tree, and feemed to excite the attention and willies of the whole

party. >,

As the hat was not given to him, he came forward, firft throwing

the cap that he had received upon the bank behind him, to fee ure it,

and feemed very anxious for either the hat or gun, or both. Every

thing, however, was carried on very amicably ; and Mr. Flinders,

with his native, retreated flowly toward the boat ; but turned again,

upon finding that they preffed clofe after them. One of them, then,

laughing, and talking at the fame time to Mr. Flinders, attempted to

take the hat off his head with a long hooked flick
;
which, on his

difcovering, created a laugh. Behind him another was ftretching out

a long arm to the fame object:, but was fearful of coming near enough

to reach it.

On our people getting into the boat, and fhoving her off into deep

water, they did not feem pleafed, but tried to perfuade them to land

again. Finding that they could not fucceed, one of them threw his

piece of fire-wood at them ; but it falling fhort, the matter was treated

as a joke, and laughed at. On this another ran into the water, and

threw his alfo ; but it likewife fell fhort : he then took the hooked

flick, and flipping off the hook, which, it feems, was only lamed or

tied on, produced a fpear, with which he ran up to the middle in

water, and threw at them by hand. It paffed over the centre of the

boat, about a foot and a half above the gunwale, but touched no one.

After this impudent and unprovoked attack, Mr. Flinders fnapped his

gun at the man who had thrown the fpear ; but the flint having

8 received
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received fome wet it miffed fire. He tried again j the gun again

miffed fire.

While this was tranfa&ing, the major part of the natives were ob-

ferving Mr. Flinders's motions with much unconcern. On a third

trial the gun went off. The man in the water fell flat, as did every

individual among them ; but thofe on the more ran off almoft inltan-

taneoufly, and fcrambled away toward the bank, fome upright, and

fome upon their hands and feet. One of the people in the boat then

fired among them, and they fell again upon their faces ; but very

foon role and fled behind the bank into the wood. Even the man in

the water rofe and made off, but fo flowly, (looping very much, and

holding one hand to his back, that it was concluded he had been

wounded ; and he looked every now and then over his moulder, as

if expecting to fee the fpear that he fuppofed muft be flicking in his

back. According to Bong-ree's account, another native had his arm

broken by the fecond fhot.

As this wanton attack had unfortunately obliged the party to fire

upon thefe people, in order to maintain that fuperiority which they

meant upon all occafions to affert, Mr. Flinders thought it might be

the means of preventing much future mifchief, to give them a more

extenfive idea of his power, and thereby deter them from any future

attempt in his intercourfe with them. For as this bay was to be ex-

amined, and the leak which the (loop had fprung was to be flopped

there, it became more than probable that they would often meet
;

and he was well fatisfiecl of the great influence which the awe of a

fuperior power has in favages to create refped, and render their com-

munications friendly. ,

•

In this view, with two mufquet balls in his gun, he fired at a man

who was looking at them from among the trees. One of thefe balls

touched the edge of the bank in a right line for him ;
the other paffed

over. They afterwards landed, intending to bring away the nets,

which it was fuppofed they had in their flight and alarm forgotten.
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On going upon the bank, previoufly to afcertain the pofition of the

enemy, he faw feveral of them running different ways among the

trees, apparently with a defign of coming round upon them
;
and,

not knowing their force or numbers, Mr, Flinders dire&ed the native

and a man who had alfo landed to return to the boat ; but Bong-ree

thought that they were running to conceal themfelves. They had not

left their nets.

From the low fandy point where this affair happened, and which

obtained the name of Point Skirmim, they proceeded up the opening,

which proved to be the river leading to the Glafs-Houfe peaks. Thefe

peaks flood upon the low flat ground, confiderably within the moun-

tains, and, as far as could be judged, had every appearance of being

volcanic. That they were fo, indeed, was in fome meafure corro-

borated by the quantity of pumice-ftone which was lying at high-

water mark upon the eaftern more of the river, on which Mr. Flinders

had landed to mark the nature and appearance of the country, not

being able, from the flrength of the ebb-tide, to proceed far in his

boat.

Five or fix huts, from twelve to fifteen feet in length, were feen

(landing near each other. They refembled a covered arch-way,

rounded at the far end. - In one of them was found a fmall and very

light iliield, and in another an old net, which had a bag to it, and

was knotted and made in the fame way as it would have been if made

by an European feine-maker. It appeared to be intended for a fcoop-

net. There were marks of a large kangooroo having pafTed, and

many traces of dogs were viiible on the beach.

Mr. Flinders, on his return to the Hoop, was informed that the leak

had been found to have been occafioned by the darting of a plank

from the timber, about three or four (freaks from the keel. It had

been rilled up with oakum, fmce which fhe made but little water,

lying at anchor.

From
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From the fituation in which the Hoop lay, the bay had not any

appearance of clofing round, but feemed to promife a large river at

its head, and a communication with Moreton Bay, if not fomething

more interefting.

At three in the afternoon they got under weigh to proceed up this

river, Handing to, the fouthward until dark, at which time they an-

chored, about three miles from the weftern Ihore, in five fathoms,

on a foft muddy bottom ; whereas the ground before had always been

Tandy*

CHAR
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CHAP. XXIII.

FURTHER PROCEEDINGS IN GLASS-HOUSE BAY.— RED CLIFF POINT. MORE-

TON BAY. THE SLuOP PREPARED FOR AN ATTACK ON THE NATIVES.

THE EVENT.—ENTER PUMICE-STONE RIVER.—SEE SOME NATIVES. THE

LEAK IN THE SLOOP STOPPED.—INTERVIEWS WITH NATIVES. MR. FLIN-

DERS VISITS THE GLASS HOUSE PEAKS.—-ACCOUNT OF THE COUNTRY.—

RETURN DOWN THE RIVER. OTFIER INTERVIEWS WITH NATIVES.—

THEIR. MANNER OF SING I NG.—DANCING. OTHER PARTICULARS OF, AND

SOME CONJECTURES RESPECTING THEM. QUIT PUMICE-STONE RIVER

AND GLASS-HOUSE BAY.-— THE NORFOLK PROCEEDS TO HERVEY's BAY.——

SOME ACCOUNT OF IT.— SHE RETURNS TO PORT JACKSON.—PUBLIC

WORKSt THE GOVE RN OR CROSSES THE N £P£AN. THE RELIANCE SAiLS

FOR NORFOLK ISLAND.—THE WALKER ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND WITH

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL PATERSON.—DISPATCHES RECEIVED.—STORM OF

WIND. SETTLERS DISSATISFIED. A SPANISH PRIZE ARRIVES.—A CRI-

MINAL COURT HELD. GAOL BURNT AT PARRAMATTA.

AT day-light in the morning of Wednefday the 17th, the floop

was got under weigh, and anchored about half paft ten o'clock,

a mile and a half from a point with red cliffs. A little to the

weftward of Red Cliff Point, Mr. Flinders found the latitude to be

27
0 16' 25" fouth. The rocks here were of ftone, ftrongly impreg-

nated with iron, having fome fmall pieces of granite and cryftal Mat-

tered about the fhore.

On the following morning they paffed two iflands, and afterwards

two fmaller, one of which was covered with wood. Another ifland,

apparently larger than either of the four above mentioned, appeared at

the diftance of about five miles. Reckoning the northernmoft of thefe

four iflands to be the fir ft in number, they made their courfe good for

the
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the third ifland, after tacking; and the water deepened ahnoft imme-

diately to fix fathoms.

At this time their attention was much attracted by a party of natives

from thefe iflands, who appeared to be (landing up in their canoes, and

pulling toward them with all their ftrength, and in very regular order.

They feemed to have long poles or fpears in their hands, with which

alfo they appeared to be paddling ; the whole of them fhifting their

hands at the fame inftant, after the manner of the South-fea i(landers.

As about twenty of them were counted, and feemed to be coming on

with much refolution, our people prepared for whatever might be the

event. The (loop was put under eafy fail, her decks cleared of every

incumbrance, and each man was provided with a competent number

of mufket-balls, piflol-balls, and buck-mot, which were to be 11 fed as

the diftance might require ; for it was intended that not a man mould

efcape if they commenced an attack.

Thus prepared, they bore toward them, finding that with all their

exertions they did not approach much nearer to the vefTel. But, how

great was their furprife on difcovering, that, inflead of advancing in

canoes to attack them, they were (landing upon a large flat, that fur-

rounded the third ifland, driving fifh into their nets, and that they

had but two canoes among them ! They were (landing in a line,

fplafhing in the water with long (licks, firft for fome time on one

fide, and then all fhifting to fplafti on the other. Thus this hoftile

array turned out to be a few peaceable fifhermen : peaceable indeed;

for on the approach of the ve (Tel they funk their canoes upon the flat,

and retreated to the ifland, where they made their (ires.

The flood-tide having ceafed to run, they anchored at noon, and by

the fun's meridional altitude, in 27
0
27' 16" fouth latitude. The third

ifland, on which the natives were, bore W. 4
0

S. one and a half or

two miles diftant, and the centers of the two northern ones N. 40
0 and

N. 1

5

0 W. The entrance from Moreton Bay bearing N. 68° E. from

this anchorage, corroborated its latitude by the obfervation of the

3 t fyth,
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14th, which was taken on the Tea fide of it, although it differed con-

fiderably from that given by Captain Cook,

On the (loop Handing near the fouth part of the fhoal that ap-

peared to furround the ifland to which the natives had retired, one of

them came down abreaft of the veffel, making the fame geftures, and

running backwards and forwards, as others had done before ; but

little attention Was paid to him, Mr. Flinders being more intent on

getting as far up the bay as poffible while the tide favoured him.

Early the next morning (Sunday the 21ft), Mr. Flinders went in

his boat to examine Pumice Stone river, and the entrance into it. On
approaching Point Skirmifh, five or fix natives came down to the

boat unarmed, and, by friendly geftures and offers- of their girdles

and fmall nets, endeavoured to perfuade him to land. He could not

fatisfy himfelf whether they had any treacherous defign in this, or

whether their prefenting themfelves" ' unarmed proceeded from any

confidence which they might have felt, that neither himfelf nor his

people would hurt them if they were not the aggreffors. In this point

of view the offer of their girdles and nets might have been meant as

an atonement for their former conduct ; he did not, however, choofe,

to trull them, but proceeded to examine the river.

When they had nearly reached the end of their excurfion, two na-

tives came down to the beach, and feemed defirous- for them to land.

There being a dry fand at a fufficient diflance to be out of the reach

of fpears, they put afhore upon it. On Mr. Flinders taking up his gun

to fire at two red-bills, the natives ran into the woods ; but on Bong-

ree's advancing that way they returned, and he made a friendly ex-

change for their hair fillets and belts, giving them a white woollen

cap in return, and came to the boat for a piece of white cloth and

fome bifcuit for them. During this time Mr. Flinders was on fhore

upon the fand bank with a gun, to cover him in cafe their behaviour

fhould be unfriendly. On his advancing toward them, they were

very^vociferous for him to remain at a diftance, and would on no

account



1799-] OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 507

account admit of his approaching without laying down his gun. This

place was about fix miles from Point Skirmifti ; but it was evident that

the fame and dread of their fire-arms had reached thus far, and were

mo ft probably increafed by the {hooting of the (wans, which they

mud have witnefTed.

In their return down the river, they were called to by a man on

the weft fide, who had a fpear in his hand ; but two women and fe-

verai children being behind argued rather againft any premeditated

hoftility. The women and children retired on their approaching

the more ; but they were obferved to be peeping at them from

behind the buflies. This man made great exclamations for the

mufket to be laid down, calling out <c woo-rah, woo-rah," as others

had done, and feemed pleafed when it was complied with ; but he

could not have heard many particulars of their weapons; for, on

pointing a niufquet toward him* to try the experiment, he did not

appear to be fenfible of the danger to nimfelf in that cafe. As he did

not choofe to quit his fpear, and the fun was defcending, they did not

land, but backed in near enough to throw him a yarn {locking, which

they fhewed him was to be worn as a cap with a tail to it, and then

parted good friends.

Monday the 22d was paffed in getting the floop into the river, which

with Tome difficulty was accomplished, having to find out a channel

through an infinity of fhoals. Having completely flopped the leak in

his veffel and re-flowed her, he loft no time in profecuting his intended

excurfion to the Glafs-Houfe Peaks. Previous to their departure, three

natives made their appearance upon the beach, a fhort diftance below

the veffel, and unarmed as before. Bong-ree went up to them in

his ufual undaunted manner ; but they would not fuffer Mr. Flinders

or any of his party to approach them, without firft laying down their

mufkets. Prefents were made them of yarn caps, pork, and bifcuit,

all of which they eagerly took, and made figns for Bong-ree to go

with them, and they would give him girdles and fillets, to bind round

his head and the upper parts of his arms. So long as their vifitors

o t o confided
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confided only of two, the natives were lively, dancing and Tinging,

in concert in a very pleafing manner ; but the number of white men

having imperceptibly increafed to eight, they became alarmed and;

fufpicious, feeming to look with a jealous eye upon a mot-belt that

Mr. Flinders wore, and which, though they did not rightly know-

how, might fome way or other be a deadly weapon.

Obferving this, he gave it to one of the people to take away. Three

of the failors, who were Scotchmen, were defired to dance a reel; but,,

for want of mufic, they made a very bad performance, which was-

contemplated by the natives without much amufement or curiofityt

Finding that they could not be perfuaded to vifit the Hoop, our people:

parted from them in a very friendly manner. ,

On the 25th they turned two or three miles further up the river,

and anchored near the place on the weftern fhore, where the man who-

had a family with him had called to them : at this time they faw a=

fire, and heard feveral younger female voices in the fame place.

On the following morning Mr. Flinders took the boat up a branch-

that pointed towards the Peaks, and got a fight of the flat-topped peak

at times, which, appearing to be confiderably nearer than the highehV

Glafs-Houfe, was that which he meant firft to vifit
;

but, obferving^

that one of the round mounts with Hoping fides was {till nearer, he

altered his courfe for it ;
and, after walking about nine miles from the

boat, reached the top. The mount was a pile of ftones of all fizes,

moftly loofe near the furface. The decayed vegetable matter that was

lodged in the cavities produced a thick covering of long, but rather

ipindly grafs, very fit for thatch from its length. The afcent was

difficult, and fimilar to that up Mount Direction, which fiands on

the eaft bank of the Derwent river inVan Diemen's Land. The trees

upon the mount were the fame as on the level ground, but taller and

more ftraight.

From the fummit of this mount, the view of the Bay and neigh-

bouring country was very extenfive. The uppermoft part of the bay

appeared at S. 24
0
E. and mod probably communicated with a line of

water
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water which was vifible at S.. 1.2
0
E. where there were feveral diftintl:

columns of fmoke. This lad bearing, which Mr. Flinders appre-

hended to be near the head of the river, he was not permitted to enter

with the Hoop, from the intricacy of the channel, and the fhortnefs of

the time which remained for his excurfion.

At. feven tire next morning they found themfelves under the fteep

cliffs of the flat-topped peak. The (lone of which this was compofed

was of a . whitifh caft, clofe-grained and hard,, but not heavy. It was,

not ftratified, but there were many fifTures in it. At a little diftance.-

from the peak there were fome pieces of a reddifh -coloured ftone and

fome fmall pieces of granite fcattered about.

Mr. Flinders was fomewhat furprifed at not meeting, with any vol-

canic appearances, as the pumice ftone in the river, and the fituation

of thofe ftupendous peaks, {landing upon low flat ground, had led him

to form fome anxious expectations on that head. But it muff be ob~

ferved,.. that, although he could not diftinguifh any traces of fcoriav

lava, bafaltes, or other igneous remains, yet they might ftill exift,.

more efpecially about the high glafs-houfe, which he did not vifit.

As the fteepnefs of its fides forbade all idea of reaching.the fuminifc

of the ftatrtopped peak, he directed his courfe to the river. The traces

of men or animals were but very few, and had been., but rarely met*

with in*the upper parts: of this excurfion; and no where did he meet

with any land that was calculated for the production of wheats

Having reached the iloop in, the evening, the following morning

they got under weigh. There were many natives on ..the more abreafb

of them, who feemed particularly anxious to be vilited,. dancing and

finging to attract attention, and exprefs their own good-will
;
and,

when they could not prevail upon our people to land, they.followed

the floop along the banks, their hopes feeming to revive by the. trips,

which in tacking they occafionally made towards the more.

Not being able to get out of the river in one tide, they anchored

about a mile fhort of the entrance, to cut fome fire-wood. There was

a houfe and feveral natives near the place, with whom Bong-ree was

in.
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in converfation when the tree fell ; the cram and report of which

ftartled them a good deal, and might probably affift in giving them a

higher idea of the power of their vifitors. Thefe people were ftill

very -averfe from the appearance or approach of a mufquet, keeping

a watchful eye upon their flighted movement.

The gallant and unfufpe&ing native, Bong-ree, made them a pre-

fent of one of his fpears, and a throwing-ftick, of which he (hewed

them the ufe, for they appeared to be wholly ignorant of the latter
;

and their weapons of the former kind were inferior to his.

Very bad weather detained Mr. Flinders here for two days, during

which they were occafionally vifited by the natives, who came down

upon both fides of the river, and entertained them with finging and

dancing. Not a fpear was at any time to be feen among them.

A party who went to the eaftern more to procure fire-wood, and

to comply with the defire which the natives had fo often expreffed of

feeing them land among them, found them ftill timorous
; but, on

being encouraged and requefted by figns to fing, they began a fong

in concert, which actually was mufical and pleafing, and not merely

in the diatonic fcale, defcending by thirds, as at Port Jackfon : the

defcent of this was waving, in rather a melancholy Toothing ftrain.

The fong of Bong-ree, which he gave them at the conclufion of theirs,

founded barbarous and grating to the ear; but Bong-ree was an in-

different fongfter, even among his own countrymen.

Thefe people, like the natives of Port Jackfon, having fallen to the

low pitch of their voices, recommenced their fong at the octave,

which was accompanied by flow and not ungraceful motions of the

body and limbs, their hands being held up in a fupplicating pofture ;

and the tone and manner of their fong and geftures feemed to befpeak

the good-will and forbearance of their auditors. Obferving that they

were attentively liftened to, they each fele&ed one of our people, and

placed his mouth clofe to his ear, as if to produce a greater effect, or,

it might be, to teach them the fong, which their filent attention might

feem to exprefs a defire to learn. As a recompence for the amufe-

ment
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merit they had afforded, Mr. Flinders gave them fome worfted caps,

and a pair of blanket trowfers, with which they feemed well pleafed.

Several other natives now made their appearance ; and it was fome

time before they could overcome their dread of approaching the

ftrangeis with their fire-arms ;
but, encouraged by the three who

were with them, they came up, and a general fong and dance was

commenced. Their finging was not confined to one air
;
they gave

three.

Of thofe who 1 aft came, three were remarkable for the largenefs of

their heads ; and one, whofe face was very rough, had much more

the appearance of a baboon than of a human being. He was covered

with oily foot ; his hair matted with, filth ; his vifage, even among his

fellows, uncommonly ferocious ; and. his very large mouth,,befet with:

teeth of every hue between black, white, green, and yellow,, fome-

times prefented a fmile which might make any one fhudder-

When thefe people joined the party, the ftrangers were fhown^

and their names feveraliy told to them, until they had gotten the pro-

nunciation. This ceremony was reciprocal, and accorded with what

Captain Cook had faid before of an inhabitant of Endeavour River..

" He introduced the ftrangers by name, a ceremony which upon fuch>

occafions was never omitted." The difference of latitude betweem

thefe two places is 1
1°

39/, or feven hundred miles.

With regard to the comparative fize of thefe people, they were evi-

dently fomewhat lower than the common ftandard of Engliftimen, and:

perhaps fmaller in every refpecr., except in the difproportionate fize

of the head ; and indeed this was not general. In the features of the

face, particularly in the elongation of the lower ones, in the fmall

calf to the leg, and the curve of the thigh, they bore a general refem-

blance to the natives of Port Jackfon.

A hawk prcfenting himfeif, Mr. Flinders thought it a good oppor-

tunity of mewing his new friends a fpecimen of the effect and cer-

tainty of his fire-arms. He made them comprehend what was in-

tended,
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tended, when their agitation was fo great that they feemed on the

•point of running into the woods : however, an expedient to detain

them was devifed ; the feamen placed them in a clufter behind them-

felves, and in this fituation they anxiouily faw Mr. Flinders fire at the

bird. What mud have been his fenfations at this moment ! the hawk

flew away. This difappointment brought to his recolie&ion how in-

effectual had been fome former attempts of his to imprefs them with

an idea of the fuperior refinement of his followers. Bong-ree, his

mufician, had annoyed his auditors with his barbarous founds ; and

the clumfy exhibition of his Scotch dancers had been viewed by them

without wonder or gratification.

It is almoft unnecefTary to fay that thefe people go naked. They,

however, wore belts round the waift, and fillets about the head and

upper parts of the arms. Thefe were formed of hair, twitted into

yarn-like threads, and then into bandages, moftly reticulated. Indeed,

the inhabitants of this bay appeared to poffefs, in general, a very

pointed difference from, if not a fuperiority over, thofe of New South

Wales, particularly in their net-works. There was no doubt but they

were provided with nets for catching very large fifh, or animals ; as

the fragments of one were picked up, the mefhes of which were wide

enough to admit the efcape of a moderate- fized porpoife ; and the line

of which it was made was from three quarters to an inch in circum-

ference.

Mr. Flinders was of opinion, that this mode of procuring their

food would caufe a characteriftic difference between the manners, and

perhaps the difpofitions of thefe people, and of thofe who moftly

depend upon the fpear or fizgig for a fupply. In the one cafe, there

muft neceffarily be the co-operation of two or more individuals, who

therefore, from mutual neceffity, would affociate together. It is fair

to iuppofe, that this affociation would, in the courfe of a few genera-

tions, if not much fooner, produce a favourable change in the manners

and difpofitions even of a favage. In the other cafe, the native who

depends
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depends upon his fizgig or his fpear for his fupport, depends upon

his {ingle arm, and, requiring not the aid of fociety, is indifferent

about it, but prowls along, a gloomy, unfettled, and unfocial being.

An inhabitant of Port Jackfon is feidora feen, even in the populous

town of Sydney, without his fpear, his throwing-ftick, or his club.

His fpear is his defence againft enemies. It is the weapon which he

ufes to punifh aggreifion and revenge infult. It is even the inftru-

ment with which he correds his wife in the fa ft extreme ;
for in their

paffion, or perhaps oftener in a fit of jealoufy, they fcruple not to in-

fiia death. It is the play-thing of children, and in the hands of per-

fons of all ages. It is e'afy to perceive what effed this mud have

upon their minds. They become familiarifed to wounds, blood, and

death ;
and, repeatedly involved in fkirmimes and dangers, the native

fears not death in his own perfon, and is confequently carelefs of in-

flicting it on others.

The net alfo appearing to be a more certain fource of food than the

fpear, change of place will be lefs neceffary. The incumbrance too of

carrying large nets from one place to another will require a more per-

manent refidence ; and hence it would naturally follow, that their

houfes would be of a better conftru&ion. Thofe which had been

met with in Shoal Bay and Glafs-Houfe Bay were certainly far fupe-

rior to any that had been feen in the neighbourhood of Port Jackfon ;

and this fuperiority Mr. Flinders attributed to the different mode of

procuring fifh which had been adopted by the inhabitants.

During the time the (loop remained in Glafs-Houfe Bay they fcarce-

ly faw any of the women.

Of their canoes but little could be reported, the only one that Mr.

Flinders had an opportunity of obferving was formed of the ftringy

bark, and was much larger than any ufed at Port Jackfon. The ends

of it were tied up in the fame manner ; but it was misfhapen and

clumfy. Not any of the natives ever attempted to approach the floop

in canoes, although at times eight or ten were feen Handing together,

who appeared very defirous of having a communication with it.
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On Wednefday the 31ft, they got under weigh with the weather

tide, and beat out of the river. Having palled fifteen days in Glafs-

Houfe Bay, Mr. Flinders was enabled to form his judgment of it. It

was fo full of fhoals, that he could not attempt to point out any paf-

fage that would lead a fliip into it without danger. The eaft fide of

the Bay had not been founded ; if any exifted, it would probably be

found on that fide.

Mr. Flinders's next place of deftination was Hervey's Bay, which

he reached in two days, and where he remained till the 7th
;
during

which time he had failed round the interior of it, but without being

able to enter any opening that might have led him to a river.

Having cleared the point of Break-fea Spit, on Thurfday the 18th

he proceeded on his return to Port Jackfon. PafTing the land between

Smoky Cape and the Solitary Ifles in the day, which had before been

paffed in the night, he obferved that it feemed to be higher than moft

parts of its coaft in the neighbourhood, Mount Warning excepted ;

and even there it was not fo high near the more. The view that Mr.

Flinders had of the land at fun-fet, when Smoky Cape bore S. 25° W.

diftant five or fix leagues, induced him to think it probable that there

might be an opening to the northward of it.

In the afternoon of the 1 8th, there being but little wind, and the

weather fine, they were attended by feveral very large fpermaceti

whales. Thefe were not more than twice the (loop's length from her,

coming upon either fide, at times very near her, and remained play-

ing, or perhaps feeding in this way, for more than two hours.

Their appearance was followed in the evening by a gale from the;

S* W. which, reduced them to their ftorm fails, and compelled them

to keep off and on during the night. The wind, however, moderat-

ing the next day, Mr. Flinders concluded his labours at dufis in the.

evening of the 20th ; at which time he fecured his little vefTel along-

fide his Majefty's fhip the Reliance in Port Jackfon.„
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We mud here take leave of Captain Flinders, whole fkiii in explo-

ring unknown coafts and harbours, fo amply maniiefted in this excur-

fion, creates an additional intereft in the fucceis of his prefent under-

taking.

The convicts brought out by the Hillfborough being moMly reco-

vered from the difeafe and weaknefs with which they landed, fome

additional flrength was gained to the public gangs ; and the different

works in hand went on with more fpirit than they had done for fome

time part. In addition to the battery which, under the direction of

Lieutenant Kent, had been conftructed by the feamen of the Supply

on the eaft point of the cove, the work on Point Mafkelyne had been

raifed and completed with embrafures. Some guns. were placed in a

commanding fituation above the wind-mill on the weft fide ; and a

work had been erected upon Garden Ifland ; fo that, in point of

defence, the fettlement wore a refpe&able appearance. The weather

had for fome time been moderate and temperate.

On the 24th of September the Governor fet off on a vifit to the

wild cattle. Leaving Parramatta on the 24th, he croffed the Nepean

the following day, but much further to the northward than he had

done before. In this direction he and his party traverfed a new tract

of country, which was not only beautiful to the eye but highly cal-

culated for cultivation and pafturage.

On their arrival at the Cow-pafture Plains, they fell in with a herd

of the cattle, about twenty in number, and fo extremely fierce, that,

had it not been for the dogs which were with them, they would pro-

bably have been attacked. Some natives, who had accompanied the

Governor, were fo alarmed, that they availed themfelves of their ex-

pertnefs in climbing trees, and left their friends to provide for their

own fafety how they could. Thefe dogs having been hunted at the

cattle, much againft the Governor's wifh, by fome of the party (who

did it, as not thinking their fituation perfectly fafe), the animals were

ilifmayed at the unufual appearance and went off ; but a bull calf,

3 u 2 about
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about fix weeks old, was detained by the dogs. Him the Governor

directed to be let inftantly loofe ; but here a ftrange circumftance oc-

curred. There were three nodes with the party, and the calf would

not quit them ; but running between their legs, cried out for the

flock, which, from his bellowing, there was reafon to apprehend

would return, to the great danger of the party. One of the gentle-

men was therefore obliged to flop his cries by mooting him through

the head ; and the whole regaled upon veal, a rare difti in that

country.

On quitting the Cow-pafture Plains, the party crofted* the river

again, higher up than, they had formerly done ; and were led for

about four miles over a mountainous country, but adapted either for

tillage or pafture. They then crofled a fine traCfc of level land, rich

in the mod luxuriant grafs, and uncommonly well watered, chains of

ponds being found every two or three miles.

\ On the 2d of November, His Majefty's fhip the Reliance failed^

with the relief of the military on duty at Norfolk Ifland ; and on the

following day the fhip Walker arrived from England. On board her

came Lieutenant-Colonel Paterfon, and Captain Abbot of the New

South Wales corps.

Difpatches were at this time received
;
whereby the Governor being

dire&ed to caufe a regifter to be kept of all mips entering inwards

and clearing outwards of the harbour, he appointed Richard Atkins,

Efq. to that fervice ; and it became an article in the port orders which

were delivered to the matters of mips upon their arrival, that they

were not upon any account to break bulk, or attempt to land any ar-

ticle whatever, until an account of the fhip, her commander, and

cargo had been laid before the Governor. It was at the fame time

fignified, that no boat, or any perfon whomfoever, except the pilot,

fuch officer as might be fent by the Governor, and the perfon ap-

pointed to fill up the regifter, fhould ever board ftrange fhips enter-

ing the port, until the above information had been regularly and

fully
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fully obtained. It was conje&ured, that this meafure of regiftering

fhips was preparatory to the eftablifhment of duties and a cuftom-

houfe.

By the Walker four iron twelve-pounders were received, and in-

formation that copper coin to the amount oL 550I. was in the Por-

poife, whofe arrival might be daily looked for. This would certainly

have been a mo ft comfortable accommodation to the people in their

various dealings with each other; as it might have been marked, to

prevent its being taken out of the colony. If it mould ever be found

convenient by Government to order a frlver coinage for the ufe of the

fettlement, if it was fixed at not more than half or two thirds of the

mtrmfic value of what it might pafs for, fo as to render the lofs con-

ftderableto any one attempting to carry it away, it would be felt as a

confiderable advantage, and would effectually prevent the forgeries to

which a. paper currency is liable.

The wheat crops in this month, nearly ready for the reaper, wore

the moft promifrng appearance; the ftalks every, where, particularly

at the Hawkefbury, bending beneath the weight of the richeft ears of

corn ever beheld in any country. But, like other countries, a crop

was never to be reckoned in this, until it was gathered intothe barn.

About the middle of the month there fell a very heavy itorrn of rain

and hail from the S. E. that beat all the fruit off the trees, and de~

ftroyed the gardens in and about Sydney, doing much damage to the

wheat, particularly at the Hawkefbury, where it likewife beat down

one end of the public {tore. This deftrudive weather, having fub-

fided for a day, recommenced and continued to rage, attended with

tremendous peals of thunder and flames of lightning, for the fpace of;

five days without intermiffion, when it again cleared up; and to in-

creafe the vexation, myriads of caterpillars were found deftroying the

young maize.

That it might be exactly known what was the produce of this year's

harveft, proper people were appointed, by order of the Governor,

to



ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [December,

to vilit each diftrid
;
and, from the refpe&ive owners, to collect an

account of what each farm had produced.

The fettlers being diUatisfed with a redudion in tlie price of grain

which had been ordered, prefented petitions to the Governor, in which

they flated the various hardihips that for a confiderahle time pad they

had laboured under, in the hope that he might be induced to receive

the crops of the prefent feafon at the ufual price. Having taken their

petitions into confideration, he defired them to recollect, that four years

fince he had given them notice, that the high price of grain could

not be continued longer than that feafon ; and though he had not any

doubt of their having fuftained the loOes which they reprefented, and

they mu ft be fenfible that he had ufed every means in his power to

remove and relieve their misfortunes
;

yet. his duty to Government

compelled him to adhere to the reduction of which they complained.

At the fame time, he could not avoid obferving, that fome of thefe

misfortunes had, in many inftances, proceeded from a want of that

attention to their own intereft, which every man pofTeffing common

difcretion would have fhewn
;
many of them having parted with their

laft bufhel for the gratification of the moment, thereby reducing their

families to diftrefs.

He likewife informed them, that Government had a ferious inten-

tion, .as early as the public concerns of the nation would admit, of

adminiftering every poflible relief, by fupplying the inhabitants, at a

moderate price, with fuch neceffaries and comforts as they might

require.

In the courfe of December a Spanifh fhip anchored in the cove.

She was a prize to three whalers, who had taken her near Cape Co-

rientes, on the coaft of Pera. Her cargo confifted chiefly of bad fpirits

and wine ;
which, on her being condemned as a lawful prize, were

removed to the Supply, and an order was given out, ftrictly forbid-

ding the landing of any fpirits, wine, or even malt liquor, until a re-

gular permit had been firft obtained.

6 At
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At length the commiftary was enabled to iflue fome flop clothing

to the convicts, a quantity having been received by the Walker
;
but,

unfortunately, much of what had been put on board arrived in a very

damaged ft ate*

The court of criminal judicature was afTembled on the 16th, when
a convict was found guilty of forgery, and received fentence of death-;,

but as this had been determined by the majority of one voice. only*

whereas the letters patent for eftablifhing the court exprefsly fay, that

five of the members ate to concur in a capital cafe, this bufmefs was,

as provided by the patent, to be referred to the King in council. It

is to be hoped that this circumftance will but feldom occur ; as the

object of it muft, during the reference, remain a prifoner, with all the

miferable fenfations that a perfon would experience under fentence of

death. The time that he muft linger in this unfortunate fituation could

not be well lefs than fifteen or eighteen months; and admitting that

the length of it might deaden the acutenefs of his ft rrt fenfations, and

diminilh his fears as to the event, yet how would the horror of his

fituation be aggravated, mould, unhappily for him, the fentence be :

at la ft confirmed by the royal approbation I;

This month faw a fecond gaol deftroyed. by fire. It was the log-

gaol at Parramatta. The prifoners- confined in it were with difficulty-*

matched from the flames : but fo miferably fcorched, that one of them;

expired after having lingered a few days. No doubt remaining of.

this being the work of villany, a large reward was offered for the de-

tection of the unfeeling and depraved perpetrator of fo truly diabolical

an act, and which had been a fecond time committed in the fame

fettlement: a circumftance that even ftaggers credulity. What in-

t ere ft, what moti ve could impel them to fo wicked, and at the fame

time fo ufelefs a proceeding ?: The deftruction of the building, they

muft conclude, would be inftantly followed by the erection of

another, at which they themfelves muft labour! Could it be for

the purpofe of throwing obftacles in the way of Government ? that

Government,
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Government, which had ever been mild and not coercive ; which

had ever flood forward to alleviate their miferies, and often ex-

tended the arm of mercy, when their crimes called" aloud for that

of punifhment ; and yet on no other principle can it be accounted

for. May the annalift whofe bufinefs it may be to record in future

the tranfa&ions of this colony find a pleafanter field to travel ir^

where his fteps will not be every moment befet with murderers, rob-

bers, and incendiaries

!

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIV.

THE SWALLOW PACKET ARRIVES, ON HER WAY TO CHINA.--—ARTICLES

SOLD. THE MINERVA ARRIVES FROM IRELAND WITH CONVICTS ; AND

THE FHYNNE FROM BENGAL. THREE SETTLERS TRIED FOR MURDERING

TWO NATIVLS.— A SOLDIER SHOOTS HIMSELF. A WHALER, WITH A SPA-

NISH VESSEL, HER PRIZE, ARRIVES. THE HUNTER FROM CALCUTTA.

AND THE FRIENDSHIP WITH IRISH CONVICTS, ARRIVE. INUTILITY OF

SOME OF THESE PRISONERS.—TAX ON SPIRITS TO COMPLETE THE GAOL.

A MOUNTAIN EAGLE SHOT.—-FLOOD OCCASIONED BY BAD WEATHER.

CRIMINAL COURT HELD.—THE SPEEDY ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND, WITH

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR KING. THE BUFFALO FROM THE CAPE.-— RE-

PORTS OF SEDITIOUS MEETINGS.— CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO IN-

DIAN CONVICTS, AND PERSONS AT CALCUTTA WISHING TO BECOME SET-

TLERS IN NEW SOUTH WALES. FIVE MEN EXECUTED.—THE BUFFALO OR-

DERED FOR SEA. CATTLE PURCHASED. SPIRITS LANDED AND SEIZED.

— DEATH OF WILSON.—RUMOURS OF INSURRECTION RENEWED.—VOLUN-

TEER CORPS.—THE GOVERNOR QUITS THE SETTLEMENT. LIVE STOCK,

&c , THE BUFFALO SAILS FOR ENGLAND
J

TOUCHES AT NORFOLK

ISLAND.—CONCLUSION ; WITH VOCABULARIES OF THE LANGUAGES OF

NEW SOUTH WALES AND NEW ZEALAND.

HPHE year 1800 commenced with the arrival of the Swallow, Eaft-

India Packet, on her voyage to China. She brought informa-

tion of the capture of the Dutch fleet in the Texel, and the furrender

of the forts upon the Helder. This intelligence was announced to

the fettlement in a public order, and by a difcharge of the cannon on

the batteries.

In addition to this welcome news, me had on board a great variety

of articles for fale, which were intended for the China market; but

the mailer found it worth his while to gratify the inhabitants, par-

ticularly the females, with a difplay of many elegant articles of

drefs from Bond-flreet, and other faLhionable repofitories of the

metropolis. After remaining three weeks (he departed for China

on the 21ft. Previous to her failing, the Minerva transport arrived

^ x from
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from Ireland, with a very different cargo : inftead of elegancies from

Bond-ftreet, fhe brought 162 male and 26 female convicts from the

gaols of that kingdom ; all of whom were in perfed health, their

treatment and management on board doing the higheft credit to thofe

who were concerned in the care of them. This vefTel, having touched

at Rio de Janeiro, had brought many needful articles for fale, as well

from that port as from England ; but the prices required for them

were fuch as to drain the colony of every milling that could be fcraped

together.

With the Minerva came the Fhynne, from Bengal ; which had .

been chartered by the officers of the colony, through the means of an

agent. She was freighted on their account with many articles y among

which, as more labour eould be obtained for fpirits than for any other

mode of payment, fo effential a commodity had not been omitted.

The criminal court about this time was called upon to take cogni*

zance of the murder oftwo native boys. The bufinefs, as it appeared

upon the trial, was this :—The natives having, fome Ihort time before^

murdered two men who poflefTed farms at the Hawkefbury, fome of

the fettlers in that diftrid determined to revenge their death. There

were at this time three native boys living with one Powell, a fettler,.

and two others his neighbours. Thefe unoffending lads they feleded

as the objeds of their revenge. Having informed them, that they

thought they could find the guns belonging to the white men, they

were difpatched for that purpofe, and in a mort time brought them in,

Powell and his affociates now began their work of vengeance. They

drove the boys into a barn ;
where, after tying their hands behind

their backs, thefe cowardly mifcreants repeatedly ftabbed them, untit

two of them fell and died beneath their hands. The third, making

his efcape, jumped into the river, and, although in fwimming he

could only make ufe of his feet, yet under this difadvantage, and

with the favage murderers of his companions firing at him repeatedly,

he actually reached the oppofite bank alive, and foon joined his own

people.
The
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The Governor, on being made acquainted with this circumftance,

immediately fent to the place, where, buried in a garden, the bodies

of thefe unfortunate boys were .found, ftabbed in feveral places, with

their hands tied, as has been defcribed. Powell and his companions

in this horrid act were taken into cuftody
;
and, a court being con-

vened, they were tried for the murder; when the court were unani-

moufly of opinion, that they were " guilty of killing two natives

but inftead of their receiving a fentence of death, a fpecial reference

was made to his Majefty's minifter, and the prifoners were admitted

to bail by the court. Thefe, in their defence, brought forward a

croud of witneftes to prove that a number of white people had at va-

rious times been killed by the natives ; but could thefe people have

been fufficiently underftood, proofs would not have been wanting, on

their fide, of the wanton and barbarous manner in which many of them

had been deftroyed.

Entertaining doubts as to the light in which the natives were to be

held, the court applied to the Governor for fuch information as he

could furnifh upon this fubjecT: ; and he accordingly fent them the

orders which from time to time had been given refpecYing thefe peo-

ple, and a copy of an article in his Majefty's inftru£tions to the Go-

vernor, which in ftrong and exprefs terms places them under the pro-

tection of the Britifh Government, and directs, that if any of his

fubjects mould wantonly deftroy them, or give them unnecefTary in-

terruption in the exercife of their feveral occupations, they might be

brought to punifhment, according to the degree and nature of their

offence.

In this inftance, however, the court were divided in their fenti-

ments refpe£ting the nature of the offence, and fubmitted the whole

bufmefs, with their doubts, to his Majefty's minifter. As they could

not fee their way diftin&ly, they certainly were right to apply for

afliftance ;
but, as it was impoftible to explain to the natives, or caufe

them to comprehend the nature of thefe doubts, it was to be expected

that they would ill brook the return of the prifoners to their farms

3 x 2 and
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and occupations, without having received fome punimment ; a cir-

cumftance wholly inconfiftent with their own ideas, and entirely at

variance with their cuftoms
;
and, indeed they loudly threatened to

burn the crops as foon as it could be effected. Fire, in the hands of a

body of irritated and hoftile natives, might, with but little trouble to

them, ruin the profpecl: of an abundant harveft ; and it appeared by

the threat, that they were not ignorant of having this power in their

hands ; it was, therefore, certainly very effential to the comfort and

fecurity of the fettlers in particular, that they mould live with them

upon amicable terms.

The fubjoined View reprefents the Natives in the happy and

peaceable exercife of their accuftomed Amufements.



i8oo.] OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

There not being at this time more than five months' provifion in

the More at full allowance, it became neceflary to iflue only two-thirds

of the weekly ration.

About this time a proof was given of the power of the female fex

over their ideal fuperiors. A quiet well-difpofed young man, a foldier

in the New South Wales corps, fell a vi&im to an attachment which he

had formed with an infamous woman, a convict, who, after plunder-

ing, deferted him for another. The ill-fated youth unable to fupport

what he termed a calamity, placed the muzzle of his gun beneath his

chin, and, pulling the trigger with his foot, in one inftant ruftred;

into eternity.

Gn the 13th, the Betfey whaler arrived from the weft coaft of Ame-
rica, with 350 barrels of oil. At the fame time came the Hunter

bark from Calcutta, with a cargo on fpeculation ; and alfo a SpaniuY

brig which had been captured by the whaler.

On the 1 6th, the FriencKhip tranfport arrived from Ireland with con-

victs, who came in good health ; notwithftanding which, they were

not calculated to be of much advantage to the fettiement ; but little

addition being gained by their arrival to the public ftrength. Several

of them had been bred up in the habits of genteel life, or to profelTTons

in which they were unaccuftomed to hard labour : fuch mu ft become

a dead weight upon the provifion ftore
;

for, notwithftanding the ab-

horrence which muft have been felt for their crimes, yet it was im-

poffible to diveft the mind of the common feel ings of humanity, fo far

as to fend a phyfician, the once-refpeclable fherifT of a county, a

Roman catholic prieft, or a proteftant clergyman and his family, to

the grubbing hoe, or the timber- carriage. Among the lower clalTes

were many old men.

Several of the fettlers declining to-pay any thing towards the build-

ing of the new gaol, a tax of one (hilling per gallon on whatever

fpirits each individual might purchafe, fixpence on wine, and three-

pence upon porter or ftrong beer, was impofed, to be applied to the

above purpofe.

6 About
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About this time a bird was taken near Broken Bay, of a fpecies

never feen before in New South Wales. It was a large Eagle, which

gave proof of his ftrength, by driving his talons through a man's foot,

while lying in the bottom of the boat with his legs tied together. It

flood about three feet in height, and during the ten days that it was a

prifoner, was remarkable for refufing to be fed by any but one par-

ticular perfon. Among the natives it was an object of wonder and

fear, and they could never be prevailed upon to go near it. They af-

ferted, that it would carry off a middling-fized kangooroo. It had

been intended to be fent to England ; but one morning it was found

to have divided the ftrands of a rope with which it was faftened, and

dcaped. A Drawing had been made of it while in captivity, of which
the annexed Engraving is a copy.

Accounts of a moft alarming nature were received toward the latter

end of the month from George's river and the Hawkeflbury. The
weather had, unfortunately for the maize, now ripe, been uncom-
monly bad for three weeks, the wind blowing a heavy gale, accom-
panied with torrents of rain that very foon fwelled the river Hawkef-
bury, and the creeks in George's river, beyond their banks

; laying

all the adjacent flat country, with the corn on it, under water. Much
damage, of courfe, followed the defolation which this ill-timed flood

fpread over the cultivated grounds ; and, although fewer than could

have been expected, fome lives were loft.

The profpecl: of an abundant maize harvefl was wholly deftroyed
;

and every other work was fufpended, to prepare the ground a fecond
time that feafon for wheat. The fettlement was yet too young to be
able to endure fuch a fucceflion of ill-fortune without its being felt,

in fome degree, an inconvenience and expence to the mother country.

Had the fettlers themfelves, in general, been of a more induftrious

turn, they would have been better prepared for fuch accidents
; and

it was much to be lamented, that, in eftablilhing them on the banks
of the Hawkelbury, they had not with more attention confidered the

manifeft ligns of the floods to which the river appeared to the firft

difcoverers
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difcoverers to be liable, and ereded their dwellings upon the higher

grounds ; or that the inundations which had lately happened had not

occurred at an earlier period, when there were but few fettlers. Thefe,

indeed, had been fuch as formerly no one had any conception of,

and exceeded in horror and deftrudion any thing that could have

been imagined.

On the fir ft of April a criminal court fat
;
when, among the feve-

ral offenders that were tried, two were condemned to fulfer death, but

pardoned at the folicitation of the gentlemen of the New South Wales

corps. In the hope, however, of imprefltng the minds of thefe cri-

minals more deeply, they were kept in ignorance of the intended mercy,

till the moment when, but for it, they would have been hurried into

eternity. On the pardon being read, one of the men appeared much

affeded ; but the other declared that he fhould never be better pre-

pared to die, and fcarcely feemed to defire a prolongation of exiftence.

On the 1 6th, the Speedy whaler arrived from England, with 50

female convids ;
and, what were much more welcome and profitable,

832 calks of fait provifions, which enabled the Governor once more to

iffue a full ration. In this {hip came Captain Philip Gidley King,

the Lieutenant- Governor of Norfolk Ifland...

On the fame day, his Majefty's fhip the Buffalo returned from the

Gape of Good Hope, having on board 85 cows, and 20 breeding

mares for the fettleme nt. This voyage was performed in feven months*

She had made her paffage thither in three.

Early in May, the Governor having received information from fe-

veral of the officers, that they had good grounds for fufpeding that

fome of the convids lately arrived from Ireland had not left behind :

them the principles which occafioned their being fent from that king-

dom, but were carrying on feditious correfpondences, and holding un-

lawful meetings j in order to difcover whether there was any foun-

dation for this conjedure, he caufed the moft minute investigation to

be made ; but nothing was found which could furnifh the fmalleft fu£-

picioa of the condud imputed to them>

About



$:S ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [May,

About this time fome proportions had been made, and a cor-

refpondence entered into between the fecretary of the Bengal Go-

vernment and the gentleman who had been employed as the private

agent of the officers of the fettlement, refpeding the tranfportation
*

of Indian convids to New South .Wales. As this was a meafure,

though open to no objection whatever, which muft be fubmitted to

adminiftration before it could be adopted, the correfpondence which

had parTed on this occafion was fent home.

It was propofed by the Governor of Bengal, to victual and main-

tain their convids for one year after their landing ; after which,

they were to be fupported by the fettlement. As fuch a defcrip-

tion of people might be very ufefully employed there, and would

be far more manageable than the convids from England or Ireland,

it was hoped that the plan might meet the approbation of his Ma-

jefty's minifters.

It fhould feem that fome favourable ideas of the fettlement had

obtained in India ; for by the fame conveyance three gentlemen of

refpedability addreffed the Governor, ftating to him their defire of

embarking their families and property, and becoming fettlers ; but

as the terms they propofed would have been attended with a confi-

derable expence to the crown, the Governor, though well aware of the

advantages which the colony would derive from having fuch perfons

refident among them, found himfelf compelled to lay their propofals

before the Secretary of State.

In the month of May two criminals had fuffered death ; and June

commenced with the execution of three more. If examples of this

kind could ftrike terror into the minds of the fpedators, they cer-

tainly had not lately been without thefe falutary though dreadful lefTons.

Governor Hunter having received orders to fend the Buffalo to

England, feveral gentlemen, whq had obtained permiffion to take

their pafiage in her, difpofed of their live ftock
;
by which a very con-

fiderable addition was made to that belonging to the crown.

Early
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Early in Auguft, the Albion whaler ran into Broken Bay, to com-

plete her wood and water. She had on board 600 barrels of oil

;

but had not been able, through bad weather, to fecure more than a

fourth part of the whales which they had killed. They had feen an

immenfe number of thefe fifh.

Toward the latter end of the month 10 16 gallons of fpirits, be-

ing attempted to be landed without a permit, were feized by the cen-

tinel on duty.

Information had been received of the death of a convict of the

name of Wilfon, feveral times mentioned in the preceding narrative,

and who was better known by that given him by the natives, of

Bun-bo-e. This young man had preferred the life of a vagabond,

and parTed the greater part of his time in the woods with the favages,

whom he was fufpected of instructing in thofe points wherein they

could injure the fettlers with the greateft effect, and moll fafety to

themfelves. With the wood natives he had fufficient influence to

perfuade them that he had once been a black man ; and pointed out a

very old woman as his mother, who was weak and credulous enough

to acknowledge him as her fon. The natives who inhabit the woods

are not, by any means, fo acute as thofe who live upon the fea-coaft

This difference may, perhaps* be accounted for by their fequeftered

manner of living, fociety contributing much to the exercife of the

mental faculties. Wilfon prefumed upon this mental inability
; and,

having impofed himfelf upon them as their countryman, and created

a fear and refpect for his fuperior powers, indulged himfelf in taking

liberties with their females. However deficient they might be in

reafoning faculties, he found, to his coft, that they were fufceptible of

wrongs; for, having appropriated, againft her inclinations, a female

to his own exclufive accommodation, her friends took an opportunity,

when he was not in a condition to defend himfelf, to drive a fpear

through his body, which ended his career for that time, and left them

to exped his return at fome future period in any fhape that their

fancies might form.
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- The natives of the coaft, whenever fpeaking of thofe of the interior,

conftantly exprefled themfelves with contempt and marks of difap-

probation. Their language was unknown to each other ; and there

was not any doubt of their living in a ftate of mutual diftruft and

enmity. Thofe natives, indeed, who frequented the town of Sydney,

fpoke to and of thofe who were not fo fortunate, in a very fuperior

.tone, valuing themfelves upon their frienddiip with the white people,

and ereding in themfelves an exclufive right to the enjoyments of all

the benefits which were to refult from that friendmip. That they

fhould prefer the fhelter which they found in the houfes of the in-

habitants, to the miferable protedion from weather which their iil-

conftru&ed huts afforded, or even to that which they could meet with

under a rock, will be allowed to have been natural enough, when we

prefent the reader with a View of a man, his wife, and child, ac-

tually fketched on the fpot, by a perfon who met with them thus

endeavouring to obtain fhelter under the projection of a rock, during,

a heavy ftorm of rain and wind.
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September commenced with a renewal of the alarm refpecting fe-

ci itious confpiracies. *»A report having been circulated, that the pri-

Ibners lately lent from Ireland, for the crime of having been concerned

in the late rebellion in that country, had formed a plan for poiTefling

themfelves of the colony, that their arms (pikes manufactured fince

their arrival) were in great forwardnefs, and their manner of attack

nearly arranged ; a committee of officers was appointed by the Go-
vernor to examine all fufpected perfons, and afcertain whether any

fuch murderous defign exifted. In the courfe of their inquiries, the

committee faw occafion to imprifon Harold, the Roman Catholic

prieft. This man confeffed that the reports were founded in truth,

and engaged to difcoVer where the weapons were concealed ; of which,

he faid, many hundreds had been fabricated. In his confeflion he

implicated feveral of his countrymen, who, on being queftioned in

their turn, accufed feveral others; and the committee adjudged them

all to be deferving of punifhment : but Harold was never able to fulfil

his engagement of producing the weapons ; and after much prevari-

cation and trifling, the committee were perfectly convinced that his

fole aim, in all he had faid, was that of making himfelf of confequence

in the colony, by having it believed that he, as their prieft, could

alone have influence to make the confpirators fpeak the truth. Harold

had before applied to the Governor for permiflion to officiate as

their prieft ; and if wT ell affected to the government, of which there

were but too many doubts, he might have been of much ufe to the

colony in that capacity.

In confequence of thefe alarms, and as much as poflible to do away

their effects, by increafing the armed force of the colony, a number

of the moft refpectable inhabitants were formed into two volunteer

aflbciations of fifty men each, and ftyled the Sydney and Parramatta

Loyal AfTociated Corps. Each was commanded by a captain, with

two lieutenants ; and the whole were fupplied with arms and am-

munition.

3 y 2 The
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The Buffalo being now ready for fea, the Governor, who had de-

termined to return in that fhip to England, having arranged various

matters relative to the fettlement, and the Lieutenant-Governor of

Norfolk Ifland being on the fpot, left the direction of the colony in

his hands, and embarked on Sunday the 28th, having previoufly re-

viewed the New South Wales corps ; of whom his Excellency took

leave with an addrefs, in which he thanked them for their pari laudable

conduct, and exhorted them to a continuance of it.

This gentleman's embarkation was attended with every mark of

refpecl:, attachment, and regret. The road to the wharf, where the

Buffalo's boat was in waiting, was lined on each fide with troops ;

and he was accompanied thither by the officers of the civil and mili-

tary departments, with a numerous concourfe of the inhabitants

;

who manifested, by their deportment, the fenfe they entertained of

the regard which he had ever paid to their interefts, and the juftice

and humanity of his government.

The following was the ftate of the live flock, and ground in cul-

tivation, at the time of the Governor's departure : viz.

Live Stock.

Horfes 60

Mares - 143

Bulls and oxen - - 332

Cows - 712

Hogs - - 4017
Male fheep 2031

Female ditto 4°93
Male goats 727
Female ditto 1455

Land
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Land in Cultivation.

Acres of wheat - - 4665!

Acres of maize - - 2 93°
Acres of barley - - 82

And a confiderable quantity of garden-ground, in potatoes, &c»

and vines.

The poverty of the fettlers, and the high price of labour, occafioned

much land to have been unemployed in that year. Many of the in-

ferior farmers were nearly ruined by the high price that they were

obliged to give for fuch necelTaries as they required from thofe who

had been long in the habit of monopolizing every article brought to

the fettlement for fale ; a habit, of which it was found impoffible to

get the better, without the pofitive and immediate interference of the

government at home.

Many representations had been made on this diftreffing fubject ; and

they feemed in fome degree to have been attended to, as in feveral

of the laft arrivals from England, certain articles, confirming of imple-

ments of hufoandry, clothing, and (lores, had been configned to the

Governor, to be retailed for the ufe of the colonifts ; and it was un-

derftood that this fyftem, fo beneficial to the fettlement, was to be pur-

fued in future.

The Buffalo failed for England on the 21ft of Odober, and

touched at Norfolk Ifland. This fettlement wore a moft unpro-

mifing appearance. All the buildings were in a ftate of rapid decay,

and but few fymptoms of induftry were vifible. Of ftock, only a

few hogs and a fmall quantity of vegetables were to be procured.

A few fields of wheat, which were ready for reaping, looked tolerably

well ; but on the whole, Norfolk Ifland by no means promifed to

repay the expence that it annually coft the government.

The
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The fubjoined Engraving is from a Drawing made in New
South Wales of one of the birds, termed in that country, the Emu

;

three of which were brought home in the Buffalo, and prefented to

Sir Jofeph Banks. This gentleman, of whofe judgment none can

entertain a doubt, has pronounced them to come nearer to what is

known of the American oftrich, than to either the emu of India
?
or

the oftrich of Africa.
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CONCLUSION,

THE documents upon which the foregoing pages have been formed

extending no farther than to the departure of the Buffalo for England,

we mud here quit the regular detail of the tranfatlions of the colony,

and add fuch mifcellaneous information as has fmce came to hand.

We learn from thofe who have converfed on the concerns of the

fettlement with Governor Hunter, fmce his return, that he poffeffes

the moft minute acquaintance with all its regulations, whether com-

mercial, agricultural, or legal. On thofe particular fubje&s, we under-

ftand, he had, from time to time, afforded the moft ample informa-

tion to government ;
and, as he is now upon the fpot, we hope that

he may be able to fhew the advantages which this diftant colony wilt

derive from a more frequent mtercourfe with the Mother Country.

It muft be gratifying to all who may be in any way acquainted with

the fettlement, and are not ftrangers to the misfortunes under which

it has fometimes fuffered, to find, at this time, in government a de-

termination to (hew it a greater degree of attention in future, than,

from unavoidable circumftances, it could formerly obtain.

Annexed is a lift of the public works undertaken during Governor

* Hunter's administration of the affairs of the fettlement.

A large brick building, ere&ed by Governor Phillip, being much

decayed, was completely repaired, and an addition of 60 feet made

to it, for the purpofe of converting it into a granary for the reception

of wheat.
r- A ftrong
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A ftrong wind-mill tower of ftone was erected upon the hill above

the town of Sydney. The mill completed, and fet to work.

An entire fuite of apartments built of brick at Sydney, between the

hofpitals and the dwelling-houfe of the principal furgeon, for the ufe

of the two affiftant- furgeons.

A ftrong double-logged gaol, eighty feet long, with feparate

cells for prifoners, was conftrudted at Sydney. [This building was

burnt.]

A fimilar gaol was ere&ed at Parramatta, and paled round with a

ftrong high fence ; as was that at 'Sydney. [This was alfo deftroyed

by fire.]

Two granaries, each 100 feet long, were erected at the Hawkefbury

and inclofed with paling.

Thoroughly repaired, coated with lime (manufactured from burnt

fhells), and white-warned, all the public buildings, to preferve them

from the decay to which they were rapidly advancing.

Completely repaired the government huts for the reception of con-

victs, mod of which were falling down.

A barn of 90 feet in length was built at Toongabbe, in which nine

pair of threhhers could work.

Conftru£ted eight embrafures to the battery on Point Mafkelyne

;

raifed a redoubt with eight embrafures on the eaft point of the Cove,

and mounted them with cannon. Two guns were alfo mounted on

the high part of Garden Ifland,

Made good the public roads, repaired them at various times, and

threw bridges over the gallies.

An excellent framed bridge was built over Duck River.

At Sydney a good granary, 72 feet in length, by 21 in width,

with two floors, was built out of the ruins of a mill-houfe.

Built a framed and weather-boarded houfe on the green hills at

the Hawkefbury, for the refidence of the commanding officer of that

diftricl.

Ere&ed
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Erected a fecond ftrong wind-mill tower at Sydney, 36 feet in

height.

A weather-boarded ftore-houfe, with two wings, was built at Syd-

ney ;
and, on the burning of the church, was converted into a tem-

porary place of worfhip.

At Parramatta a weather-boarded granary, 140 feet in length, was

built.

A complete fmith's fhop, for forges, was erected at Sydney.

An excellent brick granary, 100 feet long and 22 wide, with three

Boors, was built at Sydney ; to which an addition of 70 feet in length

was made for a kiln for drying the grain.

Built a range of barracks at Sydney for three officers.

Erected a handfome church at Parramatta, 100 feet in length and

44 in width, with a room 20 feet long, raifed on ftone pillars, in-

tended for a veftry or council room. [See the Plate.]

Began the foundation of a church at Sydney. Built a tower fteeple

at the fame place for a town-clock.

Erected an apartment of brick in the yard of the old gaol for debtors,

containing three rooms.

Paled in a naval yard on the weft fide of the Cove, and erected

within it a joiner's and a blackfmith's fhop, with fheds for the veffels

while repairing, and for the workmen ; with a fteamer, a ftore-houfe,

a warder's lodge, and an apartment for the clerk.

A ftone houfe erected for the mafter boat-builder.

Began and nearly finimed a handfome ftone gaol at Sydney ; with

feparate apartments for debtors, and fix fecure cells for condemned

felons.

A large .and elegant Government-houfe was erected at Parramatta,

the firft having gone to decay.

A neat thatched hut in the Government-garden at Parramatta, for

the gardener.

3 2 Built
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Built a new difpenfary, and removed the pannelled hofpital to at

more convenient fituation, ratting it upon a ftohe foundation. At

the fame time was erected a new hofpital (lore.

Prepared the foundation of a new powder magazine.,

Raifed a frame, and thatched the roof of an open barn at the Ninety-

Acres, and laid a threfhing- floor,

Fenced and fur-rounded the military barracks with lofty paling.

Paled in a cooperage adjoining the provifion ftore at Sydney..

Cleanfed from filth the public tanks at the fame place, and furrounded

them and the fpring-head with paling.

Enlarged the dwellings of the principal furgeon, the fenior affiftant-

furgeon, and the deputy-furveyor.

Built a military hofpital and difpenfary at Sydney, and an officer's

guard-room at the main guard*.

Sheds for the boats belonging to Government when hauled on diore^.

Repaired a houfe for a fchool at Sydney.

Erected houfes within the precin&s of the hofpital at Sydney* for:

the nurfes and attendants while on duty-

Completely repaired the wet provifion ftore at Parramatta*

Inclofed feveral' ftock yard's for cattle, and repaired the old fheds at

the various fettlements. In Portland-place diftric~t, the timber of 120

acres was cut down, and nearly half (that of 50 acres) burnt off ; ar

fmall townflhip marked out, and a few huts built.

Raifed a variety of inferior buildings. Befides which, many hands

were conftantly employed in preferring in good condition the various

buildings belonging to the crown: to prevent thefe from going to?

decay, had been an invariable object of Governor Hunter's attention..

Nothing has been faid in this account of the public labour, of pre-

paring the government ground annually for feed, and cropping it, or

©f gathering the harveft when ripe. But thefe muft be taken into the

account, as well as threfhing the corn for delivery, and unloading the

ftore-fhips on their arrival y which latter work muft always be com-

pleted.
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pleted within a limited time, purfuant to their charters. It has been
faid before, that it was impoffible to obtain a fair day's work from the

convids when employed for the public ; the weather frequently inter-

fered with the out-door bufinefs, and occafioned much to be done a

fecond time. Under all thefe difad vantages, and with a turbulent,

refractory body of prifoners, we are warranted in faying, on thus fum-
ming up the public labour during the laft four years, that more could

not have been performed ; and that it is rather matter of wonder that

fo much had been obtained with fuch means.

The following is a ftatement of the ground granted and leafed to

individuals by the different perfons who were thereto authorifed,

from the 22d of February 1792, to the 25th of September 1800.
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At Parramatta, 460 845 100 741 2,146
At Toongabbe, 420 160 4>734 5>3«4
At Sydney, 349 80 40 469
At the Northern Boundary Farms, 370 80 125 '5° 7 25
At the Ponds, 660 200 20 . go 960
At Profpea Hill, 810 275 835 1,920
At the Faftern Farms, 45° 170 190 1,516 2,^26

3*^75At the Field of Mars, 59° 90S 760 1 ,420

At Mtilgrave Place, 2,040 2,475 6,820 »*>335
At Liberty Plains, S3© 100 830 1,480

At Concord, . » •

At York Place,

710 3 25 140 M75
5° 3 r ° 360

At Bu-la nam ing, 5 65 30 2,1 1

1

At Feterfham Hill, 2,140 410 2,015 4565
At Hunter's Hill,

In Port Jackfon Harbour,
850 74 9 2 +

390 140 J 95 7 2-5

At Banks Town, 3' 2 47
At Dundas Diftrift, 70c 700
At Norfolk Illand, 49 205 3,267 3,521

Total granted by each 3^9 10,674 I 4.965
,

28,650 47>6?8
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In the townfhip of Sydney, 27 2 43±
In the townfhip of Parramatta, 47 4-7

In the townfhip of Toongabbe, 30
At Muiprave Place, 1

2

At Norfolk I (land. 265

Total leafed by each 30 2 7 2
1 397? 4541

It may not be altogether uninterefting to thofe who may wifh for

information refpecliing the concerns of this fettlement, to find a regis-

ter of the fhipping which had vifited New South Wales from various*

parts of the globe, to the middle of the year 1800; whereby it will

be feen, that, in however infignificant or contemptible a point of view

the colony may in general have been held, individuals have found in

it either a port of refreshment after the fatigues of a long voyage, or

an advantageous market for their fpeculations. The arrivals will be

confined to the harbour of Port Jackfon ;
only mentioning in this

place, that of the two (hips Le Bouflble and L'Aftrolabe, at Botany

Bay, in January 1788, under the command of the ever-to-be-regret-

ted and unfortunate M. de la Peroufe, who followed in the path of

our immortal circumnavigator, Captain Cook (with whofe name every

writer rauft be proud to adorn his page), and who, like him, has

left his country, indeed the whole worlds to lament his lofe.



OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

mes of Slii'.s.

H 1 s-Maj e fty ' s a rm eel

tender, Sup iy,

H. M. fhip S iritis,

Da:e of Arrival,

Alexander, iranfpori

Scarborough,.

Charlotte,

Lady Penrhyn,

Friendfhipl

Prince of Wales-,

Fifhburn, ftore- fhip,

Golden Grove,

Borrowdale,

H. M. flMp Sirius,

Lady Juliana, tranf.

Juftinian, ft re- fhip,

Surprife, tranfgort,

Neptune,
Scarborough,

H. M. a. t Supply,

Waakfamheyd,
^

Dutch ftore-fhip, S

Mary Ann, tranfport

Matilda,

Atlantic,

Salamander,

William and Ann,

H. M. S. Gorgon,

A&ive, tranfport,

Queen,
Albemarle,

Britannia,

Admiral Barrington,

Pitt,

Atlantic, ftore-fhip,

Britannia,

Royal AdmiraL
Philadelphia, brig, ?

American, 5

Kitty, tranfporr,

Hope, American,

Chefterfield, whaler,

Bellona, tranfport,

Shah Hormuzear,

El Defcuvierta, < Spa

L'Atrevida, I Cor

,thjan. ) 7 Bh

26th .

.6th .

•6th .

,6th- .

26th .

2 6th 1 .

26th .

26th .

26th .

26th .

6th May 1789

3d J Line
1 790

20th

26th .

•8th .

28 th .

19th Sept.

i 7th Dec.

9 feh July 1 791
1 ft Augu ft,

20th .

2 ill .

28-th .

21ft Sept.

26th .

-6th .

i 3 th oa.
14th oa.
6th .

14th Feb. 5792
?cth June

26.I1 July

7 h oa,

; -ft Nov.

18 th .

Dec. .

15th Jan. 1793
24th Feb.

12th March,

Whence.

England

c C. of G.
} Hope
England

Ba'avia

England

Convias

Ireland

England
England

Bengal

England

Philadelphia

England
Rhode Ifland

C ofG Hope
England

[Manilla*

'rovifions,

Convias
Pro viiions, Sec

Convias

Provifions

Convifts

c Stores, pro-

t virions

Convias

)?;teof D( pai ture.

Provifions

Convias

Speculation

Convias
Speculation

To repair

Convias
Speculation

To refrefh

* 17th April

>7<P

ift oa. 1788

Whither
boiind.

Batavia.

r C. of G.
) Hope.

cHofl at Nor
I folk ifland.

24th oa. 1792
c C. of G.
I Hope.

* Theie departures are noticed, to mew in what time the principal paflages have been made to and from the

different ports with which the colony had intcr*ourfe, by comparing the time of failing with the return.

4 Dasdalus,
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Names of Ships.

Daedalus, ftore- ftrip,

Britannia

Boddingtons, tranf.

Sugar-cane > -

Fairy, American,

William, ftorerfhip,

Arthur,
Daedalus, ftor$ fh.ip,

] ndifpenfable,

Britannia

Speedy,
.Halcyon, American,

Hope, American,
Fancy
Refolution, ftore-fhip,

Salamander,

Mercury, American,

Surprife, tranfport,

Experiment, .

Britannia,

Endeavour, ftore-fliip,

H M. S Providence,

H M. S Reliance, )

H M. S Supply, S

Young William, ft. fli

Sovereign,

Arthur

Ceres, ftore fhip,

Experiment,

Otter, American,

Marquis Cornwallis, \
tranfport. J

Abigail, American,

AAlliance,

Sufau American,

Indifpeniable, tranf.

Britannia ftore-lhip,

Grand Turk, Ame ' \

rican, 5

Prince of Wr
ales, \

ftore- fhlp, J

Sylph
Mercury, American,

H. M S. Supply,

Britannia, tranfport,

Gangcs-

H. M- S. Reliance,

Date of Arrival.

20th April

June i

7th Auguft
17th Sept.

29th oa.

Whence. Cargo.

5 N.W. Coaft

I
of America

C. of G.Hope

It eland

Bofton

cth March 1794 England

10th

3d April

24th May

1 ft June

8 th

14th

5 th July
9th
I oth Sept.

I I th

17 th oa.
25th

24th Dec.

4th March 1795

3 1 ft May
26th Auguft

7th September

4th Oaober
5 th November
i ft Jan. 1796
* 3d
24th

24th

1 1 th February

February

17 th March
9th April

30th

ith May

23d Auguft

, d November

r?th

1 ith Jan. 1797
1 6th May
27th

2d June
26th

Bengal
N.W. America
England

Batavia

England
Rhode Ifland

Bombay
England

Rhode Ifland

England
Bengal

C. of G. Hope

Bombay
England

England

Bengal
England
Bengal
Bofton

Ireland

Rhode Iflind

Duiky Bay
Rhode Ifland

England
Calcutta

Bofton

England

Manilla

C.of G. Hope
Ireland

C. ofG. Hope

Provifions, &c

f Cattle, &c.

< private"; pro
I perty

Convict*

To refrefh

Provifions

Speculation

Provifions

Speculation

Provifions

Convias
Speculation

( Stock for

\ the officers

Cattle

Stores

Speculation

Provifions

Speculation

To refrefh

Convias

Speculation

Speculation

Convias
Provifions

Speculation

To refit

Cattle

Provifions

Cattle

Date *f Departure.

I ft July 1793

8th Sept*

(ft Sept.

(8th June 1795

29th Sept. 1796
20th

Condemned

Whither
bound*

Nootka
Sound.

Bengal,

j c ofa
\ Hope.

India,

f C.of G.

X Hope.

Deptfor4,
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Names of ships.

Deptford,

Nautilus,

Barvvell, tranfport,

Hunter,
Cornwall, whaler,

Eliza, -
#

Argo, American ?

fchooner, )
Sally, whaler, - .

Britannia, tranfport,

Pomona, whaler,

Diana,

Semiramis. American,
IMarquis Cornwallis, )

ftorc fhip^. \

Indifpenfable, whaler,

Rebecca, American,

Noftra Senora de
\

Bethlehem - prize,
)

H. M. S Buffalo,

Albion ftore-fhip;

HilUborough, tranf.

Refource, Ame rican,

Walker, ftore ftu'p,

El Plumier prize,

Swallow; packet,

Minerva, tranfport,

Thynne Danifhco 1

lours I

Betfey, whaler*

Friendmip, tranfport,

Speedy, tranfport,

H. M. S. Buffalo,

Belle Sauvage,Ame.- ?

licaa }

Date of Arrival.

toth September
14th May $798
1 8 th

10th June
2 d July
4th

7 th

8th July
1 8th

20th Auguft
20th
1 ft October

27th

27th

5 th March 1799

24th April

6th

29th June
sCth July

6th September
3d November
2d December
3d Jan. 1800
1 ith

nth Feb. 1800

13th,

1 6th

15th April

ivth

7th June

Whence.

Madras

Jtaheite

ngland

bengal

C of G. Hope

Mauritius

C.ofG, Hope
England
C. of G.Hope

Rhode Mand

C. of G. Hopt:

Cape Blanco

C. of G* Hope

England

Rhode IHand
England
Cape Corientes

England:

Ireland

Bengal

j
W. Coaft of

I
America*

Ireland

England*

C. of G. Hope

Rhode Ifland

Cargo

Speculation

Million aries

Convicts

Speculation

Po refit

Speculation

To refit

Convicts

fo refit

Cattle.

To refit

Speculation

Various articles

Cattle

Provifions

Convicts

To refit

Provifions

Various articles

To refit

Convicts

Speculation-

To refit.

Convi&s

Cattle

To refit

Date of Departure.

15th Sept. 1799

Wru her

bund.

f c of g;>

\ Hope, ~

Of thefe mips 37 failed from England with convicts, male and
:

female, for the fettlement, having about 5000 perfons of that de-

fcription on board, of which fomething more (157) than one-fifth

were females.

It
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It appears, that the voyage from England of the Lady Nelfon, a brig

of only 60 tons burthen, built on Captain Schank's conftruction with

three Hiding keels, and commanded by Lieutenant Grant, was efTe&ed

without her meeting with any material accident. Her commander

was fo perfectly acquainted with her good qualities, that he ventured

to make the land of New Holland, in latitude 38° 00 1 fouth ; coaft-

ing for fome diftance toward the eaftward, and failing through Bafs

Strait, in his way up to Port Jackfon, which he reached in December

1 801.

, By means of a few fuch veflels as the Lady Nelfon, well com-

manded, and furnifhed with inftruments requifite for carrying on a

maritime furvey, the neceflary knowledge of the coaft of that ex-

tenftve country would foon be obtained. Large veflels are not wanted

for fuch a furvey, nor indeed are they fit for the purpofe. A depofit

of the ftores neceflary for this fervice could be made at the principal

fettlement, where fuch veflels, whenever requifite, might refit or

repair. Large fhips are proper to be employed only when they are

to furvey an unknown coaft, where fupplies are not to be had ; this

rendering it expedient that they fhould be fufficiently capacious to

carry a considerable flock of provifions and ftores for all their purpofes.

The fmall veflel, if caught upon a lee fhore, and unable to work oft,

has a chance of finding fecurity for anchorage where a large fhip

cannot ; and if no fuch fhelter offer, fhe has in her favour a greater

probability of faving her crew by running on fhore ; the light draught

of water admitting her to approach the land much nearer than could

the large veflel.

Accounts received at Lord Hobart's office, from New SouthWales*

dated Auguft 1801, ftated, that, independent of the wild herd, the

flock of cattle in that country was very confidei able. The wild herd

was grown very furious ;
and, having got among the mountains to

the

6
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the weflward, rendered any attempts to take them dangerous and

ufelefs.

It likewife appeared, that the firft effort had been tried towards

making the natural produce of the country contribute to its wants, by

exchanging 45 tons of coal, with the matter of a fhip (the Cornwaliis),

for a quantity of nails and iron*

That neceflfary inftitution, the Orphan fchool, had been carried into

effed ; and a houfe which had been purchafed for the reception of

the children was occupied by them.

Every encouragement was given to promote the growth of wool

fit for the purpofe of manufacturing ; and three hundred and fix yards

of blanketing had been made from what had been produced in the year

preceding the date of the difpatches. In five months four hundred

and feventy-two yards of flax had been manufactured into linen.

A quantity of copper coin had been received and iflued.

Several mips had arrived from India, England, and America ; moft

of which had brought, upon fpeculation, cargoes confifting of wine,

fpirits, tobacco, teas, fugar, hardware, apparel, &c. &c. y the fale of

which was, with the Governor's approbation, advertifed by the com-

miflary ; and they were publicly fold to all defcriptions of people.

On the 30th of June 1801, there were in the fettlement, 5547

perfons of all defcriptions ; ofwhom 776 were children. At Norfolk

Ifland, the whole number of perfons was 961, making a total of 6508.

perfons under the authority of the Governor.

At the latter Ifland a good landing-place had been difcovered for

boats and fmall craft.

The following was the ftate of the live ftock, and ground in cul-

tivation, in New South Wales.

Live Jiock belonging to individuals in June 180 1.

Sheep, - 6269

Cattle, - - 362

Horfes, - - - 211

4 a Goats,
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Goats, ft - - - 1259

Hogs, - 4766

Belonging to Government, in Augujl 1801.

Sheep, - 488

Cattle, - - - 931
xHorfes, - - - 32

Ground in cultivation.

Acres of Wheat. Acres of Maize

Government 467 300

Individuals 4857! 35^4

Total 53 24I 3864

A ftack, containing 1000 bufhels of grain, the property of an in-

dividual, had been unfortunately deftroyed by fire.

The Hawkefbury had again inundated the adjacent country ; and

many of the fettlers, who had farms on the banks, had in defpair

totally abandoned them.

Lieutenant Grant, before mentioned, left Port Jackfon on his

return to England, in November 1801. The crops were then lux-

uriant, and beginning to be cut down.

Governor King had opened a communication with Otaheite for the

purpofe of fupplying the colony with pork, in which he had been

Angularly fuccefsful ; his Majefty's armed fhip Porpoife having made

one trip, and the Norfolk brig having failed on the fame employ pre-

vious to Mr. Grant's leaving Sydney.

The mo ft friendly underftanding exifted between the natives of

Otaheite and the fettlement of New South Wales. The latter country

was no longer in want of a Maple commodity ; the article of coals, of

an excellent kind, being found in abundance in Hunter's River, to-

gether with plenty of wood, well qualified for the mafting of nhipping.

1 Mr.
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Mr. Grant made his paflage to the Cape of Good Hope, round

Cape Horn, in the brig Anna Jofepha, loaded with fpars for mads, and

coals ; which latter fold immediately at the Cape at 36 rix dollars per

ton (nearly 61. fterling). The above vein's top-mafts, top-gallant

marts, and yards, were of the wood cut in Hunter's River, and an-

fwered remarkably well. Mr. Grant had thus an opportunity of

being an eye-witnefs of its quality, which was more particularly

proved from the very heavy weather always met with in thofe feas.

Some fpecimens of this wood he brought with him.

Governor King had formed a fmall fettlement at Hunter's River,

for the purpofe of working the coal, which is of the fame nature

with that of Newcaftle.

Mr. Grant entered this river in the Lady Nelfon, in order to obtain

the furvey of it. He penetrated in his boats nearly 70 miles up the

fame, accompanied by Lieutenant Colonel Paterfon, without being

able, at that time, to difcover its fource. A wood refembling fuftick

had been found.

Mr. Grant, in his paflage from England to Port Jackfon, in the

Lady Nelfon, before obferved, paffed through Bafs Strait ; into

which, by order of Governor King, he returned after his arrival, and

obtained the furvey of the coaft from Wilfon's Promontory to Weftern

Port, with the furvey of that harbour, which is well fheltered, and

capable of containing many fail of fhipping. There is abundance of

wood eafily to be got, and plenty of water
;
though the latter is rather

difficult to be procured on account of the diflance, and from feveral

Ihoals lying in the way, which render it necelTary to take advantage

of tide. Mr. Grant gives a very favourable report of that part of the

country. The different furveys obtained in the Lady Nelfon, were

executed by Enfign Barreilian, of the New South Wales corps, who

accompanied him for that purpofe.
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The following was the eftablifhment of civil officers in New South

Wales in June 1 802.

Philip Gedley King, Efq.

Lieut. Col. Wm. Paterfon

Capt. Niel Mackellar

Mr. Wm. Neate Chapman

Mr. David D. Mann

John Palmer, Efq.

Mr. W. N. Chapman

Mr. John Bennett

Mr. James Wilfhire

Richard Atkins, Efq.

Mr. Michael Robinfon *

John Harris, Efq.

Lieut, Col. Paterfon

Richard Atkins, Efq.

Aug. Alt, Efq. (invalided)

Charles Grimes, Efq.

Rev. Sam. Marfden

Mr. James Thornfon

Mr. D'Arcy Wentworth

Mr. James Milcham

Mr. Martin Mafon

Mr. Thomas Moore

Thomas Smyth, Efq.

Mr. Michael Robinfon

Ditto

Daniel M'Koy

John Jennings

(Vacant)

!

Governor in Chief

Lieutenant-Governor

Aid de Camp to the Governor

Secretary to ditto

Chief Clerk to ditto

Commiflary

Deputy ditto

Chief Clerks to ditto

Judge Advocate

Chief Clerk to ditto

Naval Officer

Judge of the Vice-Adm. Court

Regiftrar of ditto

Surveyor General

Acting Deputy ditto

Acting Chaplain

Acting Principal Surgeon

Afliftant Surgeons

Matter of the Dock-yard

Provoft Marffiall

f Clerk in Court, and Regiftrar Tor

\ the County

Clerk of the Appeals

Chief Conftable at Sydney

Gaoler at Sydney

r Chief Conftable at Parramatta,

X vice George Barrington, inva-

L Hded

Andrew
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Andrew Thompfon

John Thompfon

John Archer -

- (Vacant)

4 Storekeepers-

Chief Conftable at Hawkefbury

Wharfinger at Sydney

Summoning Bailiffs under the

Provoft Marfhal

6 Siiperintendants.

We here annex an official return of the inhabitants and live flock

in the colony, dated May I, 1803.

Total number of men, women, and children, 7097; of whom
2904 were victualled from the public ftores ; the reft found pro-

vifion for themfelves.

Government Stock.

Bulls, - - 14

Cows, - - 674

Bull calves, - 489
Cow calves, - 454
Oxen, - 92

Horfes, - 39
Rams and wether fheep, - 38a

Ewes, - - - - 671

Private Stock.

Oxen and bulls, - - 219

Cows, - 354
Rams and wether fheep, - 3372

Ewes, - - - 5734
Horfes, - - - - 305

Goats
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Goats (male), - 413
Ditto (female), - 962

Boars and barrow pigs, - 2993
Sows, - - - 3 285

N. B. The wild cattle are not included in either of thefe ftatements
5

they amounted to above 1000.

The Rolla tranfport arrived at Port Jackfon on the 12th of May*

1803, with about 300 convi&s.
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SPECIMEN OF THE LANGUAGE OP NEW SOUTH WALES.

Names chiefly of Objecls of Senfe.

New South Wales.

Going,
Yen-na-dah,

Bir-rong,

Mo-loo-mo-long,

War-re wull,

Ca ra go-ro,

Boo-do en-

ong,

general name

Cal-gal-le on, / i

the greater 5
\

Gnar-rang al- } )

le-on, >
f

the leffer, j J
Tu-ru-ga,

Co ing-bi-bo-ba,

Bour-ra,

Co ing-bur-re-

goo Iah,

Gnoo-wing,
Car-mar-roo,

Tar re-ber-re,

Gwe yong,

Cad-jte,

Gil-le,

Per-mul,

Ta-go-ra,

Yoo-roo-ga,

Men nie-mo- long,

Pan na, ana Wal-

lan,

Ba-do,

Englifh.

Thefun.
The moon.

Afar-
The Pleiades.

The Milky Way.

A cloud.

The Magellanic

clouds.

Afar falling,

Sun-rijing.

The fky.

Sun fetting.

Night.

Day.

Fire.

S?noke.

Afpark.

Earth.

Cold.

Heat.

Dew.

Rain.

Water.

New South Wales.

Chi a-ra,

Car rig-er-rang,

Go-nie,

Now-ey,
Beng al Ie,

Car rah jun,

Gnam-mul,
Bur ra,

Ke-ba,

Bwo-mar,
Bow-wan,
Ma-hn,
Wir roong,

Cong-ar ray,

Jee-run,

Can ning,

Me-diong,
Ya goo-na,

Ba-ra-ne,

Par-ry boo-go,

Mul-lin-ow-ool,

Jen ni be,

Boo - roo-wang,

Gno-rang,
E-rang,

Boo do,

Mi-yalf,

Ar rung-a,

Englijh.

Name.
Thefea.
A hut.

A canoe.

A bafket.

Afijhing-line.

Afinker *.

A hook.

AJlone or rock.

A grave.

AJhadow.
A ghofl.

—
Scars on theback.

Do. on the breafl,

A coward.

A cave.

Afore f.

To day.

Teflerday.

To-morrow,

In the morning.

Laughter.

An ifland J.
A place.

A valley.

C A torch %d$e

\ of reeds.

Afiranger.
A calm.

* A fmall ftone to fink the line.

f On noticing a hole in any part of our drefs

they term it Me-diong.

% This word they applied to our ftiips..

§ This word has reference to fight ; Mi, the

eye.

Moo-roo-bin,
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New South Wales.

Moo roo-bin,

Ew-ing,
Ca-bahn,

Yab-bun,

Yoo long, or

Yoo lahng,

Englifh.

Woman9

s milk.

Truth.

An egg

C hijlrumental

\ mujic.

Cleared ground

for public cere-

monies.

Adjeclives.

Bood-jer*re,

Wee- re,

Mur-ray,
Gnar rang,

Coo-rar-re,

Too-mur-ro,

Go-jy,

Go-jay -by,

Bin-niee,

Par-rat-ber-ri,

Bo ruck,

Pe-mul-gine,

Bar-gat,

Ba diel,

Moo -la,

Boo-row-a,
Cad-i,

Bar-bug-gi,

War-rang-i,

Doo-room-i,

Goo-lar ra,

Yu-ro-ra,

Wo-gul, and Wo-cul,

Yoo blow-re, and
~

Boo-la,

Brew-y,
Mur-ray-too-lo,

Gnal-le-a,

Good.

Bad.
Great.

Small.

Long.

Short.

Rotten.

Pregnant.

Empty.

Full.

Dirty.

C Afraid.

\ Frightened.

111.

Sick.

Above or upward.

Below or under.

Loft.

Right.

Left.

Angry.

Pqfftonate.

One.

Two.

Three.

Agreat many*

Both.

New South Wales,

Moo jel,

Ta-bo-a,

Gna na,

Bool-gaga,
Moo ton -ore,

Yu-roo, and Yu-
roo gur-ra,

Mo rem me,

Beall,

Mar-rey,

EngUJly.

Red.

White.

Black.

Green.

Lame.

Hungry.

res.

Na.

Wet.

Parts of the Human Body.

Ca-ber-ra,

Gnui-lo,

Mi,

Yin-ner-ry,

No-gro, orNb'
gur ro,

Kar-ga,

Wil-ling,

Da-ra,

Tal lang,

Wal-Io,

Go-ray,

Cad le-ar,

Cad-le-ang,

Na bung,

Yar-rin,

De-war-ra,

Bar-rong,

Go-rook,
Dar-ra,

Ma-no-e,

Head.

Forehead.

Eye.

Eye-brow.

Nofe.

Mouth.
Lips.

Teeth.

Tongue.

Chin.

Ear.

Neck.

Breajl or Nipple.

Beard *.

Hair jv
Belly.

Knee.

Leg.

Foot.

* This they often finge, and defcribe it as a

painful operation.

f This is commonly full of vermin, which I

have feen them cat, and change from one foil to

another.

Tam-mir-ra,
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New South Wales.

Tam-mir ra,

Ber ril-le,

Car-rung-un,

Bib-be,

Ba-rongie,

Fa-di-el,

Bog-gay, or Pog

*

1

Tar-rang,

O-nur,

Wy-o- man-no,
Dar ra-gal-!ie,

Ba-roo-gal lie,

WeMeng«al-lie,

Englifh.

Hand.
Fingers,

Naih
Ribs.

Vein.

Flefh or lean.

Fat.

Arm.
Elbow.

Thumb.
Fore finger.

Middleor ring\

Littlefinger.

Confanguinity.

Eo-ra,

Mul-Ia,

Din,

Din-al-le-ong,

Gin-aMe-ong,
Be an-na ; this they 1

Jhorten to Bean
j

and Be~a, and I

when in pain, f

they exclaim Be-
'

a-ri, J

Wy-an-na, and 7

Wy ang, 3
Go mang,
Ba-bun-na,
Ma- mun-na,
Goroong,
We row-ey,

Wong er-ra,

Na-bung-ay-wui- "?

daL-liezf, 5

The name com-

mon for the

natives.

A ?nan,

A woman.

Women*.

Afather.

Mother.

Grandfather.

Brother.

Sifter.

A child.

Afemale child.

A male ditto.

Infant at the

-breaft.

New South Wales.

Bore-goo-roo,

Guay-a-nay- yong,
Mau-gohn,
Mau-gohn-nal-ly,

Go-rah-gal - long,

Go-rah gal-long-

al le-ong,

Ma-Iin, Nurkine,
Mud-gin,

Gnar-ra-mat ta,

Cow-ul,
We-ring,
Bo-roon,
Do-roon-e nang,

Go-mul,

Cam-mar-rade, and
Ca-mong-al-Iay,

Engl
i
fid.

C Child eight

(_ months old.

sin old man,

A wife.

A temporary do.

Ahandfome man,

A handfome

woman.

A relation^.

Male ofanimals.

Female of ditto.

Afon.
A daughter.

C A term of

(_ friend/hip.

Terms ofaffec-
tion ufed by

girls.

Spears and other Inflruments.

Goong-un,

Noo-ro Ca-my,

f A fpear with

four barbs cut

in the wood,

which they do

not throw, but

ftrikewith hand
to hand.

Afpear with one

barb, faflened

on.

* One qf the few inftancesl could ever difcover

of a plural or dual number.

f Compounded of Na-bung its bread, andWui-
dal-liez relating to drinking.

| To thefe I never could affix precife mean-
ings.

4 B Ca-my,
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Ca-myr

Bi!-Iarry

Wal.-Iang-al-le-ong,

Can na-diul,

Gherub-binej

Doo ull,.

N.o-roo-gaL Ca my,

E-lee-mongy

Ar-ra gong,

Mooting, 7

Cal-larr, j

Car-rab-ba., \

Dam- moo-iie;

Woo dah, -j

Can~na tal-ling,
j

Doo-win nul,

Can-ni-cull,

Car-ru-wang,

Wo mur rang.

Gnal-lung ui la,

Tar ril-ber-re.

Mo go,

We- bat,

Wo-mer-ra,
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New South Wales, Englijh.

r A [pear with two

barbs. — 'This

<j: word is ufedfor

|

fpear in gene-

|^ ral.

C Afpear with one

\ barb, cut from
' the wood.

A fpeur armed
with pieces of

Jhell.

£A fpear armed

£ withftones.

C A fpear without

\ a barb.

AJhort fpear,

C Holes made by a

\ ftjleld.

C Afhleld made of

\ bark.

Afhleld cut out

from the folid

wood.

Fizgigs;.

Prong ofthe moa-

ting

Prong ofthe cal-

lar.

\ Names cf clubs.

Stone hatchet.

Handle of ditto,

Thrciving-ftick,

Pronouns , Adverbs, & Mode ofAddrefi,

Gni-a, /, or myfelf.

Gnee-ne, Ton.

Gnee ne de, Tours,

Dan nai, Mine,

Dar-ring- al, His.

Gna-ni,. Whofe.

Wau, Where.

De, There.

Dian?, Here.

Diam o waw ? Where are you T
Diam o diam o, Here I am.

Gnahn Chiara, 7 What is your

gnahn ? ) name ?

Bir rong,. Appertaining,

Winds,

Bow wan,
Bal gay al lang,

Boo roo wee,

Bain mar-ray,

Doo loo gal,

Yare ba-lahng,

Go nie man,.

Gwar ra,

North.

South.

Eaft.

Weft,

N rth weft.

South-weft.

North eaft.

A high wind...

Inflexions of the Verbs,

Gria na,,

Bwo-me,.

Dere rgn ang,^

Car re nar-re-bil le,

Yen-no-ra,

Yen-mow,
Yennr

Sighi'ig.

Breathing,

Sneering.

Coughing.

Walking.

I will walk orgOi

Go or walk.

Yenma-niay
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New South Wales.

Yen-ma nia,

Yen-wor ro,

Yen-nim-me,
Yen-nool,

Yen-noong,
Yen-nore-yen,

Yen-nang- allea,

Al loey,

Wo roo-wo-roo, ">

War- re-war re, 5
Pat-ta-diow,

Pat-ta-die~ mi,

Pat fy,

Pat ta-bow,

Pat-ta-baw-me,

Pat-ta-ne,

Wui dacUow,
Wui-da-die-ml,

Nwya je ming a,

Py-yay,

Jung-ara py-yay,

Par-rat -ben-ni-diow,

Py-ya-bow,

Py-yee,

E-ra-bow,

E-ra,

E-rail-leiz,

Mahn-me-diow,

Mahn-iow,

Goo i a,

Ton-ga-bil-lie,

Wau-me,

Wau me-bow,

Wau-me- diow.

Englifh,

We will walk or

go.

He is gone.

You are going*

Relatingto walk-

ing.

Let us both walk.

Stay.

Go away.

I have eaten.

You have eaten.

He has eaten.

I will eat.

(You will eat, or

\ willyou eat I

They eat.

I have drank.

You have drank.

Give me.

Killed.

Killed by dogs.

I have emptied.

C I willfirike or

\ beat.

He did beat.

I will throw.

Throw you.

Throwing.

I have taken it.

(Shall I, orljhall

\ take.

Sunk.

Did cry.

( Scolding or abu*

I fag*
C / will/cold or

C abufi.

C / havefielded or

( abufid.

New South Wales.

Wau-me diang ha,

Nang-erra, 7

Nang-a, 3
Nang -a- bow,
Nang a-diow,

Nang a-diem-me,

Nang- a -bail -me ?

Go-ro-da,

Gna na-le-ma,

Ai-io-wan,

Al-lo-wah,

Wal-loo-me yen-

wal loo ?

War - re me -war -re ?

Gna-diow,

Gna- diem- me,
Gna bow,
Gna,
Era mad-jow-in-nia,

Car-rah ma,

Wor-ga-wecna,

Goo-lar-ra py-yel-la,

Man nie-mong-alla,

Yare-ba,

Pe-to-e,

Man nie mal lee,

Nwya bow-in nia,

Wan-ye-wan-yi,
Ma row e,

Bang-a ja-bun,

Noy-ga,
Toll,

Co e, Cow-e, Cwoi,

Cow ana,

Wad be,

B 2

Englijld.

C They havefolded

\ or abufid.

Hefieeps,

I willJleep.

I havefiept.
You haveflept.
Will youJleep ?

Hefnores.

She orhebreathes

C He lives or re -

\ mains.

C Stay here, orfit

\ down, .

Where are you

going ?

'(Where have you

\ been ?

You havefieri,

I havefien.
I willfee.

See.

Forcedfrom him.

Stealing.

f He- whfiles, or

1 whfiling,

r Snarling w.ith>

(_
anger.

S-urfrifed,

Tired.

Soughtfor.

He wasfiartled,
I will give you,

-He lies.

. He creeps.

He didpaddle.

Howlingas a dog.

Biting.

o?ne tjere.

wimming.

Bo
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Bo-gay,

Ta-yora, Me- 1

diang-a, J

1

Mul-Ia-ra,

Englifh.

Diving,

f Severely'cold,.Me-

dianga is com-

pounded 0/M.Q-

L diong, afore.
Married. Com-

poundedofMul-
ls., a man.

Beqfts.

Juiig.o,

Pat-a-go-rang,

Bag-gar-ray,

Wal-li-bah;

Tein-go,

Din-go,

Wor-re-gaT,

Boo-roo-min,

Go-ra-go-ro,

Wob-bin,
Ga-ni-mong,

Wee-ree-a-min,

Wee-ree-am-by,

Bo-gul,

Me-rea-gine,

Common name.

A large grey

kang-oo-roo.

Small red ditto.

Black ditto.

1

}

Dog,

Grey vulpine op-

ojfum.

Red ditto.

Flying fquirrel.

Kang-oo-roo rat.

Largefox rat.

Rat or moufe.

Spotted rat.

Birds.

Ma-ray-ong,
Go-ree-ail,

Mui-go,

Emu.
A parrot.

A blackfwan.

New South Wales. Englifh.

Car-rang-a bo- 1 A pelican. When
mur-ray, J theyfee this bird

overtheirheads,

theyfing thefol-

lowing words

:

Gnoo-roo-me ta-twa-na-twa-na-twa. — Gnoo-
roo me ta twa na-twa, na-twa, tar-ra wow,
tar ra wow*.

Yoo-rong-i,

Goad-gang,

Wir-gan,

Go-gan-ne-gine,

Po-book,
Wau-gan,
Jam-raul jam-mul,
Gare-a-way,

Ca-rate,

Ur- win-ner-ri-wing,

A wild duck.

A wildpigeon.

{Birdnamed by us

the Friar.

CBird named by

< us theLaughing

£ "Jack-Afs.

Mufquito hawk.
Crow,

Common hawk.
White cockatoo.

Black ditto.

Curlew.

In/eels, Reptiles.

Mar-rae-gong,

Mi-a nong,

Go nia go-nia,

Gil-be-nong,

Bur roo-die ra,

Go na-iong,

Can-nar-ray,

Cahn,
Po-boo-nang,

Afpider.

Afiy.
A beetle.

A grafshopper.

A butterfly.

Caterpillar.

Centipede.

Snake.

A black ant.

* On feeing a fhoal of porpoifes, they fing while the fifh is above water, No-te-le bre la-la>

No te-le bre la-la, until it goes down, when they fmg the words No-tee, No tee, until itrifes again,.
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Peculiarities of Language,

To the men when fifhing they apply the word Mah-ni ; to th

women, Mahn.

They make fome diftinotion in another inftance when fpeaking o

crying, they fay the men Tong-i; the women Tong-e.

The following difference of dialed was obferved between the native

at the Hawkefbury and at Sydney.

Coafi. Inland. Englijh.

Ca-ber-ra, Co*co, Head.

De-war ra, Ke-war-ra, Hair.

Gnul-lo, Nar-ran, Forehead.

Mi, Me, Eye.

Go ray, Ben-ne, Bar.

Cad-lian, Gang-a, Neck.

Ba-rong, Ben -de, Belly^

Moo-nur-ro, Boom-boong, Navel.

Boong, Bay- ley, Buttocks.

Yen-na-dah, Dil-luck Moon.

Co ing, Con- do in, Sun.

Go ra, Go-ri- ba, Hail,

Go-gen-ne-gine, Qo-con-de, laughing Jack-aft,
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A SHORT VOCABULARY OF THE NEW ZEALAND
LANGUAGE.

New Zealand*

E-ha-ha,

E-when- ua,

E-wy,
E-mu-da,
E-dou-ma-te,

E ho-ho-tou-ke,

E-ma-ran-gi,

E-fow-how-oo-doo,

E-ton-ga,

E-te-hu,

E-te-te do,

E - don-go,

E-do-mi-do-mi,

E-hon-gi,

E-mei-tc,

He-te-te-fhow, or

Ye-te-de-hovv,

E-po-po-e-e-nue,

E-de-de-ke,

E-ma-ra-ma,

E-da,

E-pu-ta,

E-a-wa-tere,

E-a-hi au, or

E-po,

E wha-tu,

Ye-rew-a-new-a,

E-Ma- tan-gee,

E-hu-a, .

E-ue-da,

Ji-wet-ete-da,

Englifi.

Fire.

Earth,or ground.

Wafer.

. Flame ofthe fire.

Summer.
Winter.

North.

South.

Eaft.

1

Tofee.

To. hear.

To feel,

To fmell.

To tajie.

New moon.

Full moon.

Loft quarter of

the moon.

The moon.

Sun.

Sun-rife.

Noon.

Sunfet.

Star.

Rainbow.

Wind.

Rain

.

Lightning.

Thunder-

New Zealand.

Em-ma-ha-ne,
Ma-ka-reedee,
E-ko-how,
E-po-ka-ka,

E-paw-ha,

E mo an-na,

Ea-o,
E-po,

E-co pec-ce,

I wha-tu,

In an-hai,

N'A- goo-nai,

A-po po,

A~ta-hy-da,

A^wa-ka,
A-wa-ke-ettue,

E-hon-gi,

Yen-gang,

He-ho-do-ho-do,

Englifh.

Hot.

Cold.

Fog.

Dew.
Smoke.

f Salt water, or

1 thefea.

The day.

The night.

Tofreeze, or ice.

Snow
Teflerday.

To-day.

To morrow.

f Day after to-mor-

X row.

Dayfollowing.
Four days hence.

The ceremony of

joining nofes as

afalute.

The head.

cThe hair of the

\ head.

The ear.

Deaf
Theforehead.

Eta-din ga,

Etoude Eta din-ga,

E-da-hu,

Ca-no-wei or 1 r/
E-ca-no-che, 3

E pu-diE'Ca-no-wei, Blind.

Pa-pa-reen-gi, The cheek.

Ec-Eee-ftiu, Thenofe.

E-cou-wye,
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New Zealand*

E-cou-wye,

E-ka-ke,

Po co-fee-fee, or

Edinga-ringa, $

E-dai-ee,

He-ooo, lengthened!

out, $
E-pee-too,

Eu wa,

E-tu-di-po-na, or ^
Ewa-wye, j

E "mata-ka-ra,

E coro-E-te,

He-i-a-dar-re,

Ing-oo too,

E-wa-ha,

In-ni-fhow,

Ecoro-corOj

E-pa-ro,

E-co-pu,

E-to-to,

E-tu-dUpo-na,

E-da-pa-ra-par
E-too-o-ra,

E-cu-mo,
E-kau-wai,

E-ki,

E-u-de,

E-ai r
E-tek-ke,,

E-ma-mi,

E-tu-tai,

Pa-ke-da,.

E-fha-pu,

E-ko ki ?1

E-ka ta,

E-tan-ge r

E-too-ha,

E-co-we-ra,

E-ma-rpy,

Engli/h.

The beard.

The neck.

X The arm.

i

The breafi.

The nipple.

The navel*

The thigh.

The leg.

Thefingers

.

Finger-nails,

Thefiin.

The lips.

The mouth.

The teeth.

The throat;

The hand,

The belly.

Blood,

Knees.

Thefeet.
The back.

The backfide.

The chin.

The mouth*

The penis.

The vulva.

To copulate.

To go to make
water.

Togo to Jlool.

Bald headed,.

Pregnant.

A cripple.

To laugh.

To cry,

Ti/pit.

To breathe.

To groan.

New Zealand.

E-(ha, founded ex-

pre/Jive of the

aclion,

Te-zee-ou-wa,

founded expref-

five of

E-co-{hew,

E-mo-a,

E-ta-ko-te,

E-a-ra,

E-kow-hae-ra,

E-tO-lL,

E-ku-paj

E-du-a-ke,

E-da-hee,

Eet, pronouncedas

Eat,

E-o-ra,

E-mat-tee, means

alfo- death

Englijh.

Tofigh

- Sneezing*.

)

To hiccough.

Tofieep.

To lie down to

I fieep.

To rifefromJleep..
To yawn.

To break wind.

To belch.

To puke.

Fat,

Lean,

In health;

Sick.

f Handfome, alfo

1 clean.

Ugly, alfo dirty.

Pain in general.

Tooth-ach.

Plead-ach.

An itching,

hove.

{Hatred, or being

diffatisfied.

* A corrpliment is paid by the New Zea-

landers w hen one of the company '.freezes, by

repeating ihe following lines:

" Tee-zee, Tee-zee, Pa-way,Pa- way, wacou-
** te-ma-he co-to-ko-eee," drawn out very

long.
" Tu-tu-ro a-te na tan-ga-ta kiti-po,

Tu-tu-ra ma-hie na-ta-na-ta kit-eao

" Tee-zee, Tee zte, &c. as in the firft line.

All w hich means* willies for health from night to

morning, and that no bones maybe broken by

the fliock of freezing.
A

He-ma-ta-ku.

E-pi
5.

E-ke-no,

E-ni-a-ymi,

In-ni-fhou, E-to-

on-ga,

E-hu-de,

E-de-ka-ra-ka,

E-huf-fe,

He-d'e-de,
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New Zealand,

Hc-ma-ta-ku,

F-ka-tou,

F-ko-ko-pe,

E-kow-wa,

E-wa-ra-wa-ra,

F-ko-cuf,

E-mo-to,

E-hou-dang-e,

He-kye,

E-e-r,ue,

F-matta-he-a-kye,

Ka-ke,

E-i-ra,

E-o-mu,
E-da-re,

E-ka-ou,

E-tu-ta-ke,

Ke-o-ro-mi,

E-no-ho,

E-tu,

E-mo-ki,

Ka-ko-p-i,

Eu-wa-ke,

E-de-ding-ee,

E-o-mi,

Wba-ka-de-de,

Z'Shocke-e-mai,

F-wa-k-a-tu,

E-o-hoo-tee,

E-da-fe*

E-wa-wat-te,

E-ma-ca,

E-te-te-do,

E-ko-re,

E-what-te,

E-hi-yi,

Englifh.

Fear.

Shame.

Loathing.

An error or mif-

take.

A cut.

A blow.

To faint.

2 o eat.

To drink.

Hungry.

Satisfied.

To walk.

To run.

Tojump.

Tofwim.
To meet any one.

To make hafile.

Tofit down.
Standing up.

To work.

Tofind a door.

To open.

Tofell.

To give or reach.

I'll give you.

Ditto.

To plant.

To pluck up.

To tie or bind.

Untie.

To throw away.

To look orobferve.

To break any

thing as a
plate.

To break any

things as a

flick.

To tearsaspaper.

New Zealand.

L.ar-co-ree,

E-ko-cout,

Ing-ha-roo,

E-hu-na,

Ea-ke-tere,

E-ke-no,

E-moo-roo,

Eo-roo-ee,

E-yhang-a,

E-ka-wa,

He-i-de-mai

!

Sey-ede, or E-i-ra,

E-ko-re-roo,

Pat-too pat-too,

E-te-ka,

E-po-no,

E-wa-ka,

E-fhoo,

E-i-ka,

E-a-ho,

E-wa-dU)

E-ma-ka,

E-nue,

E-mo-ro-ee-te,

My-ty,

Mack-row-a,

Ki-e-dow,

E-whan-na,

E-ha-ka,

E-wy-ette,

E-wa-du,

E-ta po-ke.

Englifh.

f To pull dow?i or

j dfiroy, as a
*} building, /hip.

To cut.

Tofee or lookfor.
To hide.

Tofind.
{Tofilain or dirty

any thing.

To clean.

To wafh.

f To build a houfe

1 or boat.

Ill-tafled, bitter.

Come here I

Togo.

To converfe.

To beat, alfo the

name ofa prin-

cipal weapon.

To tell a lie.

To tell truth.

A canoe.

r To paddle a ca~

\ noe.

Afijh.

To catch a Jifh.

fAfiijh-hook made
I ofwood.

Afifhing4ine.

Big, large.

Small.

Good.

Bad.

Fit to eat.

To kick.

To dance.

Tofing.

To dream.

To drown.

E-ka-ya,
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New Zealand,

E-ka-ya,

E-ta-ro-na,

E-ee-ta,

Na?
Ha-ya-ha,

Ko-ai,

An-ga,

Pah-hee,

E-whar-re,

E-ta-o,

E-da-kow,

E-ma-ta,

Paf-aa-te-ra,

E-ko-ha-tue,

E-ho-ne,

E-a-wha,

E-pa-pa,

E-to-ki,

E-whow,

E-va-te-to-ka,

E-pu-ki,

E-poo-poo,

E-wak-e-te-ca,

Etu-pu,

E-mu-ka,

E-mu-ka Yera- ?
ka-kee, 3

Eka-ka-how,

Englifh.

ToJitaL
{To hang one's

/elf.

I under/land.

Doyou mean this?

What is this ?

Who is this t

There.

{AJhip, or very

large canoe.

A hotife.

Afpear.
f A tree, orpiece

L of ivood.

A fharp Jlone

with which

they cut their

hair.

AJlone.

A rock.

Sand- beach*

A harbour.

A board.

An axe.

cA chiffel, nail,,

\ or iron.

A door.

A hill.

Shells.

Ear-rings.

{The Jlax plant

when growing.

{The Jlax when
dreffed.

The operation of

drawing the

jlax from the

plant.

{Cloth wovefrom
theflax.

New Zealand.

A-mo-ko,

To-ko-hai-ya ?

E*ma ha,

Ka-ta-puk-e-mai,

Yen ge-enge, and!
founded hard, 5

Eto-ho-ro-ha,

E-he nue,

Emata-to-too-roo,
E da ede-hi,

E-do aw/

E po to,

E-wa-nue,
E-wa ete,

E-ti ma-ha,
E ma-ma,
E-de-ding-e,

E ma~ding e,

E-ma-row,
Ing-now-a-rey,

E-ka-ra-de,

E-kere,

E-manu,
E wy-you,

E whairo,

E ema,
E-man-goe*
Ka-de da,

Ka-nap-pa,

Ta-ah-ne afound- ~)

ed long, y

Englifh.

The marks on

their face and
different parts

oftheir bodies.

How many ?

A great many,

fpeaking of

things.

cA great many,
3 fpeaking of

£ people^

Tired.

A whale.

C Whale oil, or any

\ otherfat.

Thick.

Thin.

SHigh, or tall,

£ and long.

Short.

Wide.

Narrow.

Heavy*

Light.

Full.

Empty.

Hard.

Soft.

A dog.

A rat.

A bird.

Milk.

Red.

White.

Alldark colours.

Green.

Blue.

A man.

Wha-hei-ne 5
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New Zealand.

Wha-hei-ne, \

E-co ro-wa-ke,

E-du«a-hei-ne,

E-Ta-ma-ree-kee,

E-Ta-ma-hei-ne,

Ta-ma-i-ete

E-co-tero,

Ma-tu a-Ta-a-ne,

Ma-tu-a-wa-hei-ne,

Tu-a-hei-ne,

Tu-a-Can-na 7

Tei-ne, 3
E-mi-yan-ga,

Pah-pah,

Hah-ty-yee,

Englifh.

A woman.
An old man.

An old woman.
A young man.

A young woman,

A male child.

An infant.

Father.

Mother,

Sifter.

C Elder brother.

£ Tmnger brother.

Twins.
C Children call

1 theirfather*

{ Children call

their mother.

E feems to be ufed as the article, pronounced

as in the Englifti.

A is always founded long^ as in the French.

Ta*hie, .

Diuo,
Too-roo,

Wha,
Dee~mah,
O-no,
Whee-too,
Wha-roo,

Numerals.

One,

Two.
Three,

Four,

Five.

Six,

Seven,

Eight,

New Zealand,

E-wha, Nine.

Ng-a-hu-du, Ten.

Ca-te-cow fignifies One Ten,

Ma-ta-hie, Eleven.

Ma-duo, Twelve, and fo

on, the numeral being preceded

by Ma, until nineteen (Ma-
Ew-ha) then Twenty is

Ca
du"o°

W
' 1

TweK*-

Ca-te-cow, Ca,

Too^roo,

Ca-te-cow, Ca, 1
Fortv.Wha, S }

and fo on to Ninety.

| „ Thirty.

}

}

Ninety.

A hundred.

One hundred.

Two hundred,

Ca-te-cow, Ca,

E-wha,

Kah-row,

Carow, Ca, Ta-

hie,

Carow, Ca, Du-o,

and fo on to Nine hundred.

Xom-ma-roo, Athoufand.

C
°Tahfe 1

°ne thoufand*

Com-ma-no, Ca-

du-o,

and fo on to Nine thoufand.

Ca-tee-nee, Ten thoufand,

which appears to be the extent

of their numerals.

Two thoufand*

FINIS,



THE FOLLOWING VALUABLE WORKS
Are Printed for T. Cadell and W. Davies, in the Strand.

1. The PROGRESS of MARITIME DISCOVERY, from the earlieft Period to
the Clofe of the Eighteenth Century. Volume the Firft. By James Stanier Clarke,
F. R.S. Domeftic Chaplain to the Prince, and Vicar of Prefton. Handfomely
printed in 4to. and enriched by numerous Engravings from the Drawings of Pocock>
and an entire new fet of Charts, by Arrowfmith. Price 3I. 8s. in Boards.

This Volume contains the Progrefs of Difcovery by the Phenictans, Greeks,
Romans, and Carthaginians ; and the Portuguefe Difcoveries from their Commence-
ment in 1 41 2, to the Arrival of Gama on the Coaft of Malabar, in 1499, and, in
an Appendix, many curious and fcarce Tratls relative to the Subject. The Work
was undertaken under the immediate Sanction of Earl Spencer and the Admiralty
Board ; and it is the intention of the Author to complete the whole, if poffible, in
Six Volumes, forming a comprehenfive Syftem of Hydrography.

2. A VOYAGE of DISCOVERY to the NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN. In

which the Coaft of Afia, from the Lat. of 35^ North to the Lat. 52 0 North, the

Ifland of Infu, (commonly known under the Name of the Land of J.eflb*,) the North,

South, and Eaft coafts of Japan, the Lieuchieux and the adjacent Ifles, as well as

the Coaft of Corea, have been examined and furveyed. Performed in His Majefty's

Sloop Providence, and her Tender, in the Years 1795, 1796, 1797, 1798. By
Captain William Robert Broughton. One Volume 4to. with Charts engraved

under the Direction of Mr. Arrowfmith.

3. A JOURNEY from Prince of Wales's Fort, in Hudfon's Bay, to the Northern
Ocean. Undertaken by Order of the Hudfon's Bay Company, for the Difcovery of

Copper Mines, a North-weft Paflage, Sec. in the Years 176(5, 1770, 1 771, and 1 772V
By Samuel Hearne. Illuftrated with feveral Charts, Views, &c. 410. il. 7s. in

Boards.

4. VOYAGES from Montreal, on the River St. Lawrence, through the Conti

nent of North America, to the Frozen and Pacific Oceans ; in the Years 1789 and

1793. With a preliminary Account of the Rife, Progrefs, and prefent State of the

Fur Trade of that Country. Illuftrated with Maps. By Sir Alex. Mackenzie,
one Volume 4to. Price il. 1 is. 6d. in Boards.

5. An Account of the RUSSIAN DISCOVERIES between ASIA and AME-
RICA : to which are added, the Conqueft of Siberia, and the Hiftory of the Tranf-

a£tions and Commerce between Ruffia and China. By William Coxe* A. M.
Fellow of King's College, Cambridge, and Chaplain to his Grace the Duke of Marl-

borough. Illuftrated with Charts, and a View of a Chinefe Town, 8vo. Fourth

Edition. Price 10s. 6d. in Boards.

6. An



Works Printed for T. Cadell and W. Davies.

6. An Account of TRAVELS into the Interior of SOUTHERN AFRICA.
Including obfervations on the Geology and Geography of the Southern Part of that

Continent ; the Natural Hiftory of fuch Objects as occurred in the Animal, Vege-
table, and Mineral Kingdoms ; and Sketches of the Phyfical and Moral Characters of

the various tribes of Inhabitants furrounding the Settlement of the Cape of Good
Hope.—Together with a View of the Importance of the Cape of Good Hope to the

different European Powers, as a Naval and Military Station j as a point of Security

to our Indian Trade and Settlements, during a War ; and as a Territorial Acquifition

and Commercial Emporium in Time of Peace. With a Statistical Sketch of the whole
Colony, compiled from authentic Documents. By John Barrow, Efq. late Secre-
tary to the Earl of Macartney, Auditor-General of Public Accounts at the Cape of
Good Hope, and Secretary to Lieutenant-General Francis Dundas, during his Go-
vernment there. With a Map conftruc"led from actual Obfervation, numerous
Charts, &c. 2 Vols. 4to. Price 3I. 6s. 6d. in Boards.

7. TRAVELS in AFRICA, EGYPT, and SYRIA, from the Year 1792 to

1798. By W. G. Browne. Illuftrated with a Map and other Engravings
; Quiarto.

Price 2I. 12s. 6d. in Boards.,

8. A VOYAGE performed by the lateEarl of Sandwich round the MEDITER.
R^NEAN, in the Years 1738 and 1739. Written by Himfelf. Embellished with
a Portrait of his Lordmip, and Uluftrated with feveral Engravings of ancient Buildings
and Infcriptions, with a Chart of his Courfe. To which are prefixed, Memoirs of
the Noble Author's Life. By John Cooke, M.A. Chaplain to his Lordmip, and one
of the Chaplains to Greenwich Hofpital. Quarto. Price 2I. 2s. in Boards.

9. MODERN GEOGRAPHY: a Defcription of the Empires, Kingdoms, and
States* with the Oceans, Seas, and Ifles, in all Parts of the World ; including, the

molt recent Difcoveries and Political Alterations. By John Pinkerton. The As-
tronomical Introduction by S.Vince, A.M. Profeflbr of Afttonomy in the Univerfity

of Cambridge. To the Whole are added, Lifts of the beft Maps and Books of Tra-
vels, in all Languages, and an ample Index. In two large Vols. 4to. with numerous
Maps, drawn under the Direction, and with the laft Improvements of Arrowfmith, and
engraved in a new Manner by Lowry, forming an univerfal modern Atlas. Price
4I. 4s. in Boards.

Printed by A. Strahan,
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